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SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY

Introduction and methodology
Background and study objectives
1.1

The purpose of this study is to produce a strategic framework, audit, assessment and
needs analysis of indoor and outdoor sport and recreation facilities for Tamworth
Borough to:
•

inform the Community Leisure Strategy

•

guide investment decisions

•

provide an evidence base for the Local Development Framework (LDF),
including recommendations on the development of local planning standards
and policy

•

inform the Building Schools for the Future programme in Tamworth Borough.

Increasing participation and improving health
1.2

Ultimately, the strategy aims to provide strategic guidance on how best to deliver
high quality, accessible sport and recreation facilities which are essential if the
Council is to achieve key local and national targets, particularly in terms of:
•

increasing participation in sport and physical activity by 1% per annum for five
years as set out in the Local Area Agreement

•

helping local people to lead a healthier and active lifestyle and reduce health
inequalities

•

enabling all 5 -16 year olds to be offered five hours of PE and sport each
week and all 16 -19 year olds to participate in three hours of sport each week

•

meeting the current and future needs of borough residents, particularly taking
into consideration the new homes and projected population increases.

Scope
1.3

PMP was appointed by Tamworth Borough Council in November 2008 to assist in the
development of a Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy for the borough.

1.4

In accordance with the requirements set out in the project brief, the study has
included an assessment of a wide range of indoor and outdoor sports facilities.
Those included are set out in Table 1.1 overleaf.
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Table 1.1 – Indoor and outdoor sports facilities included in the study
Indoor facilities

Outdoor facilities

•

swimming pools

•

•

sports halls*

grass pitches (for rugby, football,
cricket and rounders)

•

health and fitness gyms

•

synthetic turf pitches

•

ice skating facilities

•

athletics tracks

•

indoor ski facilities

•

golf courses

•

boxing facilities

•

bowling greens

•

indoor tennis centres

•

tennis courts

•

indoor bowls facilities

•

multi-use play areas (MUPAs)

•

skate parks

*existing provision of community centres was also assessed when considering sports hall provision

1.5

The Strategy has been developed in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance note
17, Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (PPG17) and builds upon the
audit and assessment of open space and recreation provision conducted in 2004.
The strategy also incorporates a playing pitch strategy (PPS) which considers the
provision of pitches for football, rugby, cricket and hockey and has been developed
following the methodology outlined in “Towards a Level Playing Field – A Manual for
the Production of Playing Pitch Strategies”(Sport England 2002).

1.6

The Strategy has been developed in partnership with the client steering group, which
includes representatives from Tamworth Borough Council, Sport England West
Midlands and Sport Across Staffordshire (County Sports Partnership).
Methodology

1.7

In order to meet the study objectives, the work has involved detailed research and
consultation, to ensure a robust and detailed evidence based assessment. The key
elements of this work, which follow the five step approach recommended for PPG17
compliant studies, are set out below.
Step one – identifying local needs

1.8

PPG17 states that consultation with the local community is essential to identify local
attitudes to existing provision and local expectations for additional or improved
provision.

1.9

The assessment of needs should contribute to the production of local standards that
reflect the type and amount of sport and recreation facilities that local communities
want. It is essential that the local standards set are directly reflective of local needs
and expectations.

1.10

It is important to obtain a statistical evidence base of local needs as well as carrying
out a series of subjective consultations to test the key themes emerging from the
statistical evidence collection. As such, the study has included an in-depth desk
research study and a wide-ranging programme of consultation with the local
community, including both quantitative and qualitative research methods.
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1.11

The desk research element of the study has involved undertaking:
•

a socio-demographic analysis of the local population to help identify the
existing and potential future needs for sports facilities in Tamworth

•

a strategic review of all relevant background policy documents (national,
regional and local) that provide an indication of local needs and the priorities
for the borough.

1.12

The key findings from this desk research are set out in section two of this report.

1.13

The field research has involved undertaking a programme of research and
consultation both with the local community and also key stakeholders – as detailed
below.
Household survey

1.14

5,000 questionnaires were distributed to households across the borough to capture
the views of both users and non-users of sports facilities during January 2009.
Residents were randomly selected using the council’s electoral register to ensure
that a wide range of residents were given the opportunity to participate. A copy of the
household survey and accompanying covering letter can be found in Appendix A.

1.15

315 completed postal questionnaires were returned during the survey period. A
sample of around 300 responses provides results that are accurate to circa +/- 5.7%
at the 95% confidence interval. This means for example, that if 70% of the survey
sample had said that they think that the quality of swimming pools is good, we can be
95% confident that had we interviewed the entire population of Tamworth, the results
would lie between 64.3% and 75.7%.
Geographical analysis

1.16

1.17

To assist with interpretation of views of the sports facilities across the borough, the
analysis has been undertaken both on a borough wide basis and also by six
geographic areas. Referred to as ‘analysis areas’ in this report, these areas were
discussed and agreed with the Council at the outset of the project and comprise:
•

Area 1 – East

•

Area 2 – North East

•

Area 3 – North

•

Area 4 – South East

•

Area 5 – South West

•

Area 6 – West.

Map 1.1 overleaf shows these analysis areas and boundaries.
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Map 1.1 – Analysis areas in Tamworth
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1.18

Therefore, for the household survey, a set number of questionnaires were sent to
each analysis area to reflect the total number of residents within each area (eg with
circa 12,900 residents living in the south east analysis area, which constitutes 17% of
the total number of residents in Tamworth, 851 (17%) of questionnaires were mailed
out to a random sample of households in this analysis area).

1.19

Key questions were cross-tabulated by each analysis area to allow examination of
the data at a more detailed local level, thus enabling an understanding of the
differences in perception and opinion of sports facilities across the borough to be
understood (although it should be noted, that samples sizes within each analysis
area are relatively small and, therefore, these findings should be taken more as a
guide of local opinion than as a source of robust statistical evidence).
Internet survey for children and young people

1.20

Consultation with young people and children is traditionally difficult, however, it is
important to understand the views of this large sector of the community, as children
and young people are important users of sports facilities.

1.21

To reflect their importance, two questionnaires were posted on the internet. One
questionnaire was intended for pupils of a primary school age and one for young
people of secondary school age. All schools within the Council boundary were
notified of the website address and asked to encourage their pupils to complete the
questionnaires.

1.22

The level of response to the surveys was good with 796 responses in total,
comprising 537 from primary school aged children and 259 from secondary school
aged children/young people.
Touch screen and on-line surveys

1.23

1.24

In order to provide residents with a further opportunity to give their views, a selfcompletion questionnaire was also available during January 2009 via:
•

touch screen terminals, that were hosted at three different locations in the
borough (Marmion House, the SnowDome and Ankerside Shopping Centre)

•

an on-line survey that was hosted on the PMP website, with links from the
Council’s own website.

The availability of these surveys was promoted via the local media, and in total, 433
questionnaires were completed on the touch screen terminals and 46 questionnaires
were completed on-line.
Sports club survey

1.25

A postal questionnaire was sent to all sports clubs included on a club database
provided by the Council in order to obtain the views of local clubs and organisations
on the adequacy of sports facility provision. Two questionnaires were sent out; one
for pitch sport clubs (football, rugby, cricket and hockey) and one for non pitch sport
clubs. A copy of the sports club surveys can be found in Appendix B. Only 21
completed questionnaires were returned during the survey period and therefore
reminder cards and follow-up telephone calls were carried out to boost responses –
resulting in a total of 42 responses.

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council

Page 5

SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY
1.26

Sports Club representatives were also given the opportunity to attend a focus group
session to explore their views. However, despite invitations and reminders being
sent, only one club (Tamworth Swimming Club) attended the evening discussion
group held on 24th February 2009.
Consultation with key stakeholders

1.27

Consultation was conducted with a range of key stakeholders including:
•

1.28

Tamworth Borough Council Officers with responsibility for:
-

Planning

-

Community Leisure

-

Community Development

-

Street Scene

-

Sports Development

-

Public health

•

the Partnership Development Manager from Tamworth School Sports
Partnership

•

Sports facility Managers

•

Local football, cricket, hockey and rugby league secretaries

•

National Governing Bodies of sport (NGBs).

Consultation was conducted via a range of methods, including face-to-face
interviews, telephone interviews and email questionnaires. In addition,
representatives from Sport England West Midlands and Sport Across Staffordshire
were also involved via project steering group meetings.
Step two – auditing local provision
Desk based audit

1.29

A comprehensive desktop audit has been carried out to identify all relevant indoor
and outdoor sports facilities across the borough. This included undertaking a review
of information provided by the Council and the online national databases of sports
facilities, Active Places, follow-up telephone research to verify information and
consultation with Council Officers. A copy of the facility audit (excluding grass
pitches) is provided in Appendix C.
Site visits

1.30

41 site visits were undertaken to sports facilities in the borough in order to verify
facility details and assess provision from a quality and access perspective.

1.31

The site visits were undertaken using a standard matrix to ensure consistency and
enable comparisons to be made between sites – the key aspects considered during
the site visits included:
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1.32

•

access

•

cleanliness

•

housekeeping/presentation

•

maintenance

•

standard of facilities

•

security/safety

•

equipment condition

•

ancillary accommodation

•

provision of information/signage

•

overall impression.

Site assessments of grass pitches were carried out using a template that is in line
with the guidance set out in ‘Towards a Level Playing Field’ – thus taking into
consideration aspects such as grass coverage/length, drainage, size, evenness,
equipment provided and ancillary facilities. Copies of the site visit matrices can be
found in Appendices D - F.
Step three – setting local standards

1.33

PPG17 advocates that planning policies for open space, sport and recreation
facilities should be based upon local standards derived from a robust assessment of
local need.

1.34

At a review meeting together with members of the project steering group, the key
themes emerging from consultations, findings of the audit and site visits were used
as a basis to determine provision standards for each type of facility in terms of
quality, quantity and accessibility – to directly represent the local needs and
expectations of residents of Tamworth. The application of the local standards will
form the basis for addressing quantitative and qualitative needs through the planning
process.
Quantity

1.35

The audit enables an understanding of the quantity of provision of each type of sports
facility across the borough and enables the calculation of the provision for each type
of facility per 1,000 population, which helps to:
•

identify any surplus or deficiencies across the borough

•

assess the amount of provision required in the borough

•

assess the quantity of provision which a developer might be required to make
as part of a proposed development (on-site) or amount of funding for off-site
provision, usually made through a planning obligation or Section 106
agreement.
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1.36

Strategic planning tools including Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM)
and Active Places Power (APP) have also been used to assess the quantity of
provision required; with detailed FPM runs having been undertaken to assess the
adequacy of existing sports halls and swimming pools in the borough. Plus industry
guidelines and consultation feedback has also been considered where appropriate.
The key issues arising from the application of these tools have fed into the standard
setting process.
Quality

1.37

Through analysis of the site visit templates, desk research and consultation, we have
established a qualitative vision that provides:
•

an overall quality standard

•

an aspiration for existing facilities to achieve

•

a quality standard for newly developed facilities

•

benchmarks against which to measure and determine priorities for
enhancements.

Accessibility
1.38

1.39

Through analysis of National Benchmarks (such as Sport England guidance) and the
survey results, we have been able to set accessibility standards in terms of distance
thresholds (time and distance) as recommended by PPG17 Companion Guide. This
assessment helps to identify:
•

areas of the borough that lie outside the catchment of each type of sports
facility

•

those areas lacking ready access to various forms of provision.

The use of the survey results to determine local standards ensures that they are
directly reflective of local need.
Step four - Applying local standards

1.40

In order to apply the standards to local areas we have:
•

quantity - calculated the levels of ‘over’ or ‘under supply’ now and in the future

•

quality – used the information gathered from our site visits and consultation
feedback to appraise the quality of facilities

•

accessibility – applied the accessibility standards to identify areas of the
borough that lie outside the expected catchment, ie areas of priority – through
the use of geographic mapping.

Step five – Strategy development
1.41

This strategy outlines the research and consultation findings and summarises the key
issues and priorities. It also identifies surpluses and shortfalls and highlights
opportunities/actions for new or improved sports provision.
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Playing Pitch Strategy
1.42

The playing pitch strategy has been developed following the methodology set out in
‘Towards a Level Playing Field: A manual for the production of a playing pitch
strategy’. Further information on the methodology used is provided in Section 7 of
this report.
Report Structure

1.43

1.44

This report has been set out into the following sections:
•

section two – strategic context

•

section three – swimming pools

•

section four – sports halls

•

section five – health and fitness facilities

•

section six – synthetic turf pitches

•

section seven – playing pitch strategy

•

section eight – multi-use play areas and skate parks

•

section nine – sports specific indoor provision

•

section ten – sports specific outdoor provision

•

section eleven – summary key findings and recommendations.

Further information is provided within the supporting appendices.
Basis of information

1.45

It is not possible to guarantee the fulfilment of any estimates or forecasts contained
within this report, although they have been conscientiously prepared on the basis of
our research and information made available to us at the time of the study. Neither
PMP as a company nor the authors will be held liable to any party for any direct or
indirect losses, financial or otherwise, associated with any contents of this report. We
have relied in a number of areas on information provided by the client and PMP have
not undertaken additional independent verification of this data.

1.46

For further information on the contents of this paper, please contact Andy Farr, PMP,
on 0161 660 4618.

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council

Page 9

SECTION 2 – STRATEGIC CONTEXT

Strategic context
2.1

To ensure that the study has been based upon a sound understanding of the local
context, a detailed desk research exercise has been undertaken, to analyse local
demographics, participation rates in sport and physical activity and to also review key
existing strategies, policy documents and studies. This section provides a summary
of the key findings from this work.
Local Demographics

2.2

Tamworth Borough, located in the south eastern area of Staffordshire County in the
West Midlands, is the smallest of the eight district authorities in Staffordshire.

2.3

The borough covers circa 3,000 hectares and is predominantly urban and densely
populated with a small amount of countryside and Green Belt encircling the urban
area. Comprising a large town that serves the needs of its own residents and those
of the surrounding rural villages in the adjoining districts of Lichfield and North
Warwickshire.

2.4

The total population has increased significantly over recent decades and now stands
at approximately 75,400 (2006 mid-year estimates) and is forecast to grow further to
around 82,000 by 2026.

2.5

As can be seen in Table 2.1 below, the existing population comprises a higher
proportion of younger residents, although the future population is expected to contain
a higher proportion of elderly people.
Table 2.1 – Age profile of Tamworth residents
Age profile

Tamworth

West Midlands
Region

England

0 – 16 years

24%

22%

21%

17 – 25 years

11%

11%

11%

26 – 39 years

22%

20%

21%

40 – 59 years

28%

26%

26%

60+ years

16%

21%

21%

Deprivation
2.6

2007 Indices of Deprivation show that for Health and Disability, Tamworth has one
Lower Level Super Output Area (LSOA) which falls into the top 10% nationally and
there are a further four LSOA’s which fall into the top 20%.

2.7

In terms of socio-economic classification, there is also a significantly smaller
proportion of residents within the higher socio-economic groupings; with just 45% of
Tamworth residents classified as being from ABC1 groups compared to 47% in the
West Midlands region and 52% in England.

2.8

Key economic data recorded for 2006/07 suggests above average levels of economic
activity in Tamworth with circa 80% classified as being economically active and lower
levels of unemployment, at just 4.0%, compared to 5.6% in the West Midlands
Region and 5.5% nationally.
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2.9

In addition, of particular relevance to this study, is the high level of households within
the borough that have access to a car, with Census data indicating that:
•

whilst 78% of households have access to a car in Tamworth

•

at a national and regional level; the corresponding proportion is just 73%.

Health Issues
2.10

2.11

Whilst many residents in Tamworth are in good health and feel in good health, there
are still health inequalities. For example, circa 9% of residents described their
general health as ‘not good’ in the 2001 Census and around 17% are living with a
limiting long-term illness. Furthermore, health statistics show that:
•

teenage pregnancy rates in Tamworth are significantly above national rates

•

many estimates suggest that residents are leading an unhealthy lifestyle, in
terms of smoking, alcohol consumption and an unhealthy diet.

The above information is displayed in Table 2.2 below.
Table 2.2 – Key Health Statistics
Key statistics

Tamworth

England

Adults who smoke

27.6%

24.1%

Healthy eating adults

17.0%

26.3%

Obese adults

24.6%

23.6%

Binge drinking adults

19.8%

18.0%

Teenage pregnancy

50.1%

41.1%

Authority Area Profile (2006)

Participation in sport and physical activity
2.12

The health benefits of taking part in sport/physical activity on a regular basis have
long been recognised. The national survey (Active People) undertaken by Sport
England in 2005/06 and repeated in 2007/08 captured data relating to participation
levels in sport and physical activity that could be analysed at local authority level.

2.13

The headline KPIs for Tamworth from the 2005/06 Active People survey are set out
in Table 2.3 which also shows comparisons with both regional and national data. As
can be seen, levels in the West Midlands region are generally below the national
average. However, of particular note, from a Tamworth perspective, is the fact that a
lower proportion of adults:
•

take part in sport/physical activity for 30 minutes or more three times per
week

•

are a member of a sports club

•

take part in competitive sport.

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council
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Table 2.3 – Participation levels in sport and physical activity
Measure

Tamworth

WM Region

England

Participation 3 x 30 mins per week

19%

19.3%

21.0%

Volunteering

4.7%

4.7%

4.7%

Club membership

21.0%

23.5%

25.1%

Organised competitive sport

14.0%

13.9%

15.0%

76.7%
Source: Sport England Active People Survey 2005/06

69.1%

69.5%

Satisfaction with sports provision

2.14

Sport England has subsequently undertaken further analysis of the Active People
survey data to model participation rates at middle layer super output area (MSOA –
ie smaller areas within a local authority). The information from this analysis for
Tamworth is shown in Map 2.1 overleaf. The higher rates of participation ie the ‘hot
spots’ are shown in the darker colours and the lower rates of participation, ie the ‘cold
spots’ shown in white and lighter blue colours. Of particular note, is the fact that there
are lower levels of participation within the central areas of the borough.
Active People Survey 2

2.15

Furthermore, Sport England has recently published headline findings from the Active
People Survey 2 which details findings from interviews carried out in 2007/08. Of
particular note, is the fact that these results show that:
•

rates of participation in sport/physical activity appear to have fallen in
Tamworth; with only 15.5% of adults indicating that they take part for 30
minutes or more three times per week

•

levels of satisfaction with sports facilities appear to have fallen; with only
65.3% of respondents indicating that they are satisfied.
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Map 2.1 – Sport and physical activity participation levels

Source: Sport England Active People Survey 2005/06
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Market Segmentation
2.16

Using data from the Active People surveys, together with information from other
national surveys and data sources including census data, health data the ‘Taking
Part’ and ‘British Crime’ Survey and information from Experian lifestyle databases,
Sport England has developed a market segmentation model. The model is made up
of 19 different ‘sporting’ segments to help understand the attitudes, motivations and
perceived barriers to sports participation. This is particularly important to understand
in order to ensure that the facilities in Tamworth cater for the needs and expectations
of local residents.

2.17

Residents are classified according to their key characteristics and analysis of the
dominant market segments provides an indication as to the type of facilities that may
be required if certain groups are to become active. The key characteristics of some of
the dominant population groups in Tamworth are illustrated in Table 2.4.

2.18

Market segmentation shows that ‘Philip’ is the most dominant market segment in
Tamworth. Other dominant segments within the borough and their typical
characteristics are outlined in Table 2.4.
Table 2.4 – Dominant market segments in Tamworth
Segment
Philip (segment 11)

Typical age
46 – 55

Characteristics
Most active type within this peer group,
enjoys participating in a number of
activities including team sports, racquet
games and technical sports.
Member of fitness or sports clubs and
takes part in competitions.
Motivations to participate include meeting
friends, taking the children, improving
performance and enjoyment.
Help with childcare might encourage this
type to participate more.

Kev (segment 9)

36 – 45

Less active type within this peer group,
enjoys team games especially football.
Motivations to participate include to train
and compete, improve performance and to
meet with friends.
Difficulty in finding time prevents this
segment from participation.

Tim (Segment 6)

26 – 35

A very active type enjoying high intensity
activities.
Enjoys technical sports such as skiing and
water sports as well as team games and
individual activities.
Motivations to participate include to
improve performance, keep fit and make
friends.
Busy lives are a barrier to participating
more.
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Segment

Typical age

Elsie and Arnold

66+

(Segment 19)

Characteristics
Lowest participation of the group with
health problems and disability being major
inhibitors to activity.
Those that do participate tend towards low
intensity activities, such as walking, bowls
or dancing (traditional ballroom).
Safer environments would encourage this
group to walk more often.
Organised low impact and low intensity
events would be welcomed.

2.19

In addition, there is an above average proportion of segments such as ‘Paula’,
‘Brenda’ and ‘Jackie’ which are typically less likely to participate in sport, but if they
were to do so, they would be most likely to take part in activities such as swimming or
exercise classes.

2.20

This information has informed the Strategy and should be used to help the Council
invest into areas that will have the greatest impact in increasing participation.
Adult Lifestyle Survey

2.21

Also of relevance are the findings of an Adult Lifestyle Survey undertaken by South
Staffordshire PCT in June 2008. The survey was a self-completion survey and the
sample included responses from 1,358 adults in Tamworth with key results showing
that:
•

58% of respondents felt that they did not do enough exercise

•

in a four-week period, 74% of respondents undertook some form of moderate
exercise1 and 35% some form of vigorous exercise2. 24% did not undertake
any moderate or vigorous exercise

•

higher levels of exercise were recorded amongst men than women

•

the proportion of people undertaking both moderate and vigorous exercise
decreased with age

•

the most popular facilities used for taking part in exercise were:
-

parks or walking routes (47%)

-

leisure centres (20%)

-

private gym facilities (16%)

1

The questionnaire defined ‘Moderate exercise’ as including heavy gardening, heavy housework or
DIY, walking, energetic dancing, exercise class, tennis, swimming, cycling, badminton, cricket or other
similar activities.

2

‘Vigorous exercise’ was defined as only including activities that made you out of breath or sweaty eg
squash, running, high impact aerobics, strenuous hill walking, weight training, boxing, football, rugby,
hockey, vigorous swimming, vigorous cycling or similar activities.
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•

-

cycle routes (14%)

-

community venues (7%).

circa 65% of respondents would like to take part more in exercise, with
perceived barriers including:
-

availability of time (63%)

-

lack of motivation (32%).

Document review
2.22

We have identified and reviewed a wide range of policies, strategies, key actions and
activities from a range of cross cutting services and organisations at a local, county,
regional and national level that will have an influence on sports and physical activity
provision in Tamworth – a summary of the key documents reviewed is outlined in
Tables 2.5 – 2.7 overleaf.
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Table 2.5 – National strategic context
Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

National strategies & plans
Sport England’s
National Strategy
(2008-2011)

The overarching aim of the Strategy is to create a world-class community
sports system in England. They plan to achieve this through three key
outcomes – Excel, Sustain & Grow.
The strategy indicates that Government, Sport England, NGB’s and other
elements of the sporting landscape should focus around a clear goal –
maximising English sporting success in all its forms.

There is an identified need for new thinking in
developing opportunities for all. All young people
should be given a range of opportunities.
Developing the girls and women’s game, disability
sport and reaching out to diverse communities is a
vital part of what NGBs will be required to do.

Be Active, Be Healthy
– A plan for getting the
nation moving’
Department of Health
February 2009

This plan establishes a new framework for the delivery of physical activity
aligned with sport for the period leading up to London 2012 and beyond. It
largely focuses on adults and sets out new ideas for local authorities and
primary care trusts to help determine and respond to the needs of their
local populations, providing and encouraging more physical activity, which
will benefit individuals and communities as well as deliver cost savings.

This strategy will set out the needs of the local
populations, as identified through a robust
consultation exercise. This will be used to inform
future development and enhancement of facility
provision.

Healthy Weight,
Healthy Lives (2008)

This highlights governments key aims to ensure that children grow up with
a healthy weight through eating well and enjoying being active.

A quality facility infrastructure that is affordable and
accessible to all will be extremely important in
helping to increase participation levels of physical
activity.

There is a commitment to reviewing the approach to physical activity to
ensure there is a clear legacy of increase in participation pre and post
2012 and to ensuring all individuals and families are able to exercise
regularly and stay healthy throughout their lives.
Choosing Health,
Making Healthier
Choices Easier 2004

This document highlights the key challenges to the health of the nation,
namely, the proportion of deaths from cancer, coronary heart disease
(CHD) and stroke and inequalities in health between affluent and deprived
communities. It recognises the need to offer children and young people
more affordable, stimulating and accessible things to do outside the school
day, at weekends and during school holiday’s that develop skills and
extend healthy choices. A fundamental aim is to create a society where
more people, particularly those in disadvantaged groups or areas, are
encouraged and enabled to make healthier choices.

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy

This strategy will aim to encourage facilities that are
affordable, stimulating and most of all accessible at
all times of day to extend healthy choices and help
develop skills.
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Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

National strategies & plans
Choosing Activity: A
Physical Activity
Action Plan

This important strategic document outlines the key steps government will
take to deliver against Choosing Health, with relevance to physical activity.
The strategy recognises that physical activity as part of our everyday lives
has been in overall decline, not least as a result of changes in the level
and the nature of manual work and active travel and that any strategy to
increase the levels of physical activity undertaken needs to link with
broader work to tackle inequalities.

This strategy will aim to ensure that choice of
opportunities and a range of facilities and activities
are provided so that people can be active on a daily
basis. This will help to increase physical activity
locally and also help to meet national targets.

Choosing activity dictates that a ‘culture shift’ needs to be developed in
order to increase physical activity levels in England.
Lightening the load:
tackling overweight
and obesity

This places further emphasis on government action to tackling the rising
obesity problem which is highlighted as a particularly high priority. The
strategy highlights that strategic health authorities will need to have a
strong focus on designing and developing services for increasing physical
activity.
In order to tackle obesity, there should be a focus on increasing the
uptake of physical activity and sports with sports sessions built into the
curriculum and after school and on physical activity and fitness campaigns
targeting at risk groups.

PE and Sport Strategy
for Children and
Young People (2008)

There is a commitment from the Department for Education and Skills
(DfES) and Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) to
create a ‘Five Hour Offer’ for young people to engage in sport and physical
activity per week within the PE and Sport Strategy for Children and Young
People (2008) which leads on from the Physical Education, School Sport
and Club Links Strategy (PESSCL) (DfES, 2003). This builds on the
achievement of 86% of young people engaging in two hours of sport within
and beyond the curriculum each week.

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy

The Strategy will help the Borough to achieve
targets as set out in Healthy Tamworth. It will aim to
ensure that appropriate facilities are in place in
which a range of activities can be programmed to
help increase participation levels and thus reduce
health inequalities. Access to facilities on school
sites is particularly important.

This again provides rationale for the needs analysis
for Tamworth to identify gaps in local provision and
identify the needs of local communities to help
develop the five hour offer locally.

Page 18

SECTION 2 – STRATEGIC CONTEXT

Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

National strategies & plans
Sport Playing Its Part:
The Contribution of
Sport to Building Safe,
Strong and
Sustainable
Communities (Sport
England, 2005).

This is one of a series of documents published by Sport England outlining
how sport can enrich people’s quality of life, raise self-esteem and
confidence levels and provide enjoyment to individuals. Sport and active
recreation also has the potential to contribute to strengthen community
involvement, engagement, identity and civic pride

Building Schools for
the Future (BSF)
programme

This is the largest investment into school estates for over 50 years and
offers the opportunity to:

Sport and other cultural (or leisure) services can be powerful tools to
engage all sections of the community and break down barriers between
them. Marginalised groups are often more willing to engage with such
activities than other government funded activities.

• modernise and enhance school facilities, ensuring they are fit for
purpose

The provision of high quality sports facilities in the
right location is clearly an important component in
driving forward the health and physical activity
agenda and increasing participation nationally. This
strategy will guide the effective distribution of
facilities across Tamworth and seek to maximise
opportunities to meet local, regional and national
objectives.
Tamworth has been allocated in wave 6a, with the
intention to commence building by 2011.
Opportunities specific to the BSF programme are
considered in this strategy.

• create and enhance school club links and provide home grounds for
more sports clubs (provided there is no direct cost to BSF)
• facilitate the growth of youth sports
• support and improve opportunities to play sport in school.
Spatial Planning for
Sport and Active
Recreation (2005)

This document sets out Sport England’s intention to provide advice on
what type of sports facilities are needed for communities in the future and
to advise on how to protect and improve the current stock of facilities.

This strategy provides a robust evidence base for
the future planning of sports facilities. It has had
Sport England involvement throughout.

Sport England sees the new UK spatial planning system as an opportunity
to deliver its own aspirations for sport and recreation, whilst contributing to
the goals of partners in public, private and voluntary sectors. With this
there is the opportunity to deliver a planned approach towards the
provision of facilities helping to reach sustainable development goals.

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy
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Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

National strategies & plans
Planning Policy Guidance Notes set out the government’s policies on
different aspects of planning.
PPG17 states that “the government expects all local authorities to carry
out assessments of needs and audits of open space and sports and
recreational facilities”. The policy guidance highlights the requirement for
local authority decisions regarding open space, sport and recreation to be
informed by local needs assessments and an audit of existing provision.

Planning Policy
Guidance Note 17
(Planning for Open
Space Sport and
Recreation, July 2002)
and its Companion
Guide (September
2002).

This strategy has followed PPG17 guidance and
incorporates assessment of qualitative, quantitative
and accessibility of facilities.

Table 2.6 – Regional strategic context
Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

Regional/sub-regional strategies & plans
The Regional Spatial
Strategy for the West
Midlands January
2008

The Regional Spatial Strategy is the planning framework for the West
Midlands and sets out the long term strategy as to where, when and how
development will be encouraged in the region. The overall vision for the
West Midlands is to be:

The strategy identifies Tamworth as a local
regeneration area. The implications of the Regional
Spatial Strategy have been considered as part of
this strategy.

“an economically successful, outward looking and adaptable region, which
is rich in culture and environment, where all people, working together are
able to meet their aspirations and needs without prejudicing the quality of
life for future generations”
Sign Up For Sport: A
Regional Plan for
Sport in the West
Midlands 2004-2008,
Sport England

The aim of the plan is:
”to significantly increase participation in sport within all age and social
groups, leading to improvements in health and other social and economic
benefits and providing the basis for progression into higher levels of
performance for those with talent and the desire to progress'’.

The provision of high quality sports facilities in the
right location will help to achieve the key aims and
outcomes set out within this document.

The plan has seven main outcomes:
•

increase participation in club and community sport

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy
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Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

Regional/sub-regional strategies & plans
•

improve levels of sport performance

•

widen access to sport

•

improve the health and well being of people through sport

•

create safer and stronger communities through sport

•

improve education through PE and sport

•

benefit the economy through sport.

Regional Sports
Facilities Framework
for the West Midlands
June 2007

The Regional Facilities Framework identifies the priorities for the future
investment in sport and active recreation facilities.

Sport Across
Staffordshire and
Stoke-on-Trent
Sports Facilities
Framework Draft
January 2009

The framework provides a strategic link between the West Midlands
Regional Facilities Strategy and existing/emerging strategies from local
authorities in Staffordshire.

The recommendation highlighted with regards to Tamworth is that
additional sports hall space may be required by 2021.

The framework prioritises investment for sports facilities across the sub
region. Key recommendations identified for Tamworth include the provision
of a small scale indoor athletics centre, the development of a new 25m x 6
lane swimming pool plus teaching pool and 4 court sports hall plus by 2021
a 6-8 court sports hall.

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy

This strategy has been developed in the context of
the Regional Facilities Framework but provides a
more localised assessment of provision within
Tamworth. The level of provision within the borough
has been compared against regional and national
averages.
This strategy has been developed in the context of
the sub-regional strategy but provides a more
localised assessment of provision within Tamworth.
The level of provision within the borough has been
compared against sub-regional averages.
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Table 2.7 – Local strategic context
Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

Policy ENV1 encourages the development of a network of accessible
greenspace throughout the borough and states that the greenspace
network on the proposals map will be protected and enhanced.

The findings of this strategy will provide a robust
evidence base in which to develop future policies in
relation to sport and physical activity facilities.

Local strategies & plans
Tamworth Local Plan
2001 – 2011

NB Policies ENV1,
ENV2, ENV15 and
ENV17 will not be policy
beyond July 2009, as
these have not been
saved by the Council.

Policy ENV2 protects the Green Belt from inappropriate development for
purposes other than essential facilities for outdoor sport and recreation.
Policy ENV13 states that the Council will seek to retain and enhance
existing open spaces identified on the proposals map and redress any
accessibility deficiencies.
Development resulting in the loss of open space will not be permitted if it
has an affect on a number of factors. If development is permitted,
replacement open space or the enhancement of existing open spaces in
the area may be required.
Policy ENV14 outlines that a minimum of 2.43 hectares of open space per
1000 population is required for new developments.
Policy ENV15 states that development that results in the loss of playing
fields and sports pitches will not be permitted, unless in exceptional
circumstances.
Policy ENV17 indicates that the Council will seek to increase public
access to open space.

Tamworth Core
Strategy Development
Plan Document 2006 –
2026 Issues and
Options Report

The report identifies how to create inclusive and healthy communities and
meeting the leisure needs of Tamworth as key issues facing the borough
over the next 20 years.

The information contained within this report has
been taken into consideration in the development of
the sports strategy.

Open Space for New
Residential
Development

Developers should provide 2.43 hectares per 1000 population.

This study will provide evidence required to update
the standards of provision where appropriate.

To ensure that open space is usable and can be easily maintained, it

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy
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Document reviewed

Key points

Local strategies & plans
should not be provided on site unless it is over 0.1 hectares in size.
Supplementary
Planning Document
On developments accommodating 42 dwellings or more and where there
2007
is an identified neighbourhood deficiency of outdoor sports facilities,
provision is expected to be provided.

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy
The study will also enable the analysis of up to date
evidence on a site by site basis to determine local
needs and priorities for specific developments.

Where the development is of sufficient size, it is expected that provision
will be provided on site.
On sites accommodating less than 42 people, the Council will accept a
commuted sum towards provision of new off site open space or
enhancement of existing open space within the neighbourhood or within
the distance thresholds set as part of the open space study.
Tamworth Open Space
Position Statement
2007

The report summarises the open space strategy completed in 2004.
The key findings with regards to outdoor sports facilities are:
•

only the neighbourhoods of north Fazeley, Two Gates/north Dotshill
and south Wilnecote do not contain outdoor sports facilities

•

the majority of facilities are grass pitches

•

of the schools in the borough, half make some of their facilities
available to the public

•

over 80% of pitches were rated as good or excellent.

The Open Spaces Strategy provides the context for
the preparation of this more specific related sports
strategy. It will inform the LDF in allocating new
land for sports facilities as appropriate.

The recommended quantity standard set four outdoor sports facilities as
part of the open space study is 1.5 hectares per 1000 population
(excluding golf courses).
The recommended accessibility standard set for outdoor sports facilities
as part of the open space study is a 15 minute drive time.

The recommended quality vision for outdoor sports facilities is: well
planned, litter and dog fouling free, level and well drained surfaces, good
Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy
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Document reviewed

Key points

Links to Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strategy

Local strategies & plans
quality ancillary accommodation and appropriate management. Facilities
should comply with Sport England and National Governing Body Design
Guidance.
Tamworth Town
Centre Draft
Masterplan September
2008

The Masterplan outlines a vision a long term regeneration aims for
Tamworth town centre.

Tamworth Community
Plan 2005

The role and purpose of the Community Plan is to help change and
improve Tamworth, whilst planning ahead for that change. It is the
overarching strategic document for the Borough. It sets out what the
Borough’s six priority themes should be for three years up to 2005.

The strategy considers the role that sport and
leisure can play in the town centre.

One of the key aspects of the urban design framework is to establish a
sports village in the south of the town.
Effective and appropriate provision of sport and
recreation facilities can generate significant wider
benefits which will contribute to the achievement of
the priorities of the community plan.

The priorities of the plan include:
•

an inclusive and healthy town – reducing poverty and improving
access to services, housing and health.

•

a sustainable and attractive environment with good transport –
including walking and cycling.

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy
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2.23

Tamworth Borough Council is aspiring to increase physical activity levels amongst
residents, and as a result, hopes to reduce health inequalities and incidences of poor
health that are associated with leading a sedentary lifestyle eg obesity.

2.24

In order to do this, it is fundamental that the right amount of high quality facilities are
provided in the right places that are accessible to all. It is important that the stock of
facilities not only meets the needs of the population now, but also in the future. Given
that the aim is to increase participation levels in the future, it is important that
sufficient capacity is built in to the existing stock.

2.25

The following sections therefore set out the adequacy of existing sports facilities
across the borough. Each section details the current position for that particular facility
type, summarises the findings from consultation and from use of strategic planning
tools, in relation to that particular type of facility and identifies any issues in relation to
quantity, quality and accessibility. It then sets out some of the opportunities that are
available to address the issues identified and implications for the planning process.

Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy
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Swimming pools
3.1

Sections three to ten of this report provide detailed information in relation to the
current sports provision in Tamworth and future needs, taking into consideration:
•

quantity, quality and access issues at current facilities

•

the views of the local community, local sports clubs/organisations and key
stakeholders

•

comparisons with local, regional and national benchmarks

•

key findings relating to the supply and demand assessments for specific
facility types, including detailed analysis for swimming pools and sports halls
using Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model calculations for Tamworth
and Active Places Power calculations for indoor bowling facilities

•

relevant industry information and good practice guidance.

3.2

Using this information and in consultation with the steering group, we have set out
local standards of provision, where appropriate, for sports facilities in Tamworth and
applied these standards to identify key areas of surplus/deficiency in the borough.
This has in turn helped to identify priorities and recommendations for future action.

3.3

Section three of this report provides detailed information in relation to swimming pool
provision in Tamworth.
Current provision
Quantity

3.4

There are currently six swimming pools within Tamworth, which are detailed in Table
3.1 below.
Table 3.1 – Swimming pools in Tamworth
Facility

Type

Main Pool

Teaching Pool

Bannatynes Health Club

Private

20m x 10m

-

Belgrave Sports Centre

Dual

20m x 8m

-

QEM School

Sports clubs/assoc

17.5m x 7m

-

SnowDome

Public

25m x 12.5m

12m x 5m

Wilnecote School

Dual

17m x 10m

-

Woodhouse School

Dual

19m x 7m

-

3.5

As can be seen, only one of the pools in the borough, the SnowDome, is 25m in
length and includes the provision of an additional teaching pool. The remaining pools
are all smaller in size; including two 20m pools and three pools ranging between 17m
and 19m in length.

3.6

There are currently no new swimming pool facilities planned. In addition, there are
concerns that some of the swimming pools provided on school sites may not be
retained in the BSF process, which would reduce the existing facility stock.
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3.7

Given the size of the pools and the fact that only one of the swimming pools is
provided at a public leisure facility, opportunities for swimming either casually or on a
competitive/training basis are limited (see access issues below). This is reflected in
both the consultation findings and supply and demand modelling information.
Access

3.8

The location of the six existing swimming pools in Tamworth are shown on Map 3.1
overleaf.

3.9

As Map 3.1 shows, in terms of the geographical location of the pools, the facilities are
reasonably well distributed across the borough and therefore, most local residents
are within a relatively short drive time of a pool.

3.10

However, there are ‘access’ issues, in terms of hours that the pools are open for
public swimming, with:
•

only one of the six pools in the borough (the SnowDome) open to the public
on weekdays on a ‘pay and play’ basis

•

four of the pools based on school sites, where there is currently no day time
access

•

only limited access out-of-school hours to the pools provided at QEM,
Wilnecote and Woodhouse schools (Belgrave pool is the only school sports
facility with a formal community use agreement in place)

•

Bannatynes health club is a commercial facility, where only members of the
health club and their guests are able to use the pool and as such, monthly
membership fees can be prohibitive for many sectors of the community.

3.11

These access issues are reflected in the usage patterns of local residents, with the
household survey results indicating that pools at the SnowDome and Belgrave Sports
Centre are used most often by respondents.

3.12

Access for disabled users varies across sites from ‘very good’ provision at the
SnowDome to ‘poor’ provision at other sites, including Belgrave – with steps down to
the main reception and QEMS where entrance access to the pool requires navigating
a number of steps and narrow corridors (site specific scores for wheel chair access
and footpaths are included within the supporting database supplied).

3.13

It should also be noted that comments made in the residents surveys highlighted that
some residents perceive the SnowDome to be difficult to access on foot. Activity
charges (particularly at the SnowDome where car parking charges are additional)
were perceived to be an access barrier, with many of the household survey
respondents commenting on the cost of swimming preventing them from taking part
as often as they would like – see below.
Sample comments on what prevents usage
“Swimming times are limited….and the prices are high”
“Cost of parking/facility and swimming”
“Too busy, too expensive and too far away”
“Having to drive to them and pay for parking”
“Since the main town swimming pool went from local authority control the cost has risen.”
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Map 3.1 – Swimming pools in Tamworth
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Quality
3.14

The age and quality of swimming pool facilities in Tamworth varies enormously.
Whilst the swimming pool stock includes some relatively new facilities such as
Bannatynes which was built in 2002, the SnowDome pool (1994) and Wilnecote
(1993), there are also a number of ageing facilities such as Belgrave (1978),
Woodhouse (1972) and QEMS (1954).

3.15

Site visits were undertaken to all swimming pools within the borough to assess
quality and this work further emphasised the variations. Whilst the quality of both the
pools and changing facilities was very good at Bannatynes Health Club and the
SnowDome, the quality of provision of the pools provided on school sites was
considered basic and at a number of sites the quality of the pools was below levels
that would be expected by users (most notably at Belgrave and QEMS) and provision
is now deemed to be in need of refurbishment/upgrade. Site specific scores and
comments are included within the supporting database supplied.
Adequacy of current provision
Provision per 1,000 population

3.16

Sport England’s strategic planning tool Active Places Power (APP), enables
comparisons to be made with the level of provision provided in a specific area with
other local authorities. Table 3.2 below shows the amount of water space (m²) per
1,000 population in Tamworth compared to its ONS neighbours and also against
regional and national average levels.
Table 3.2 – Comparisons of swimming pool waterspace
Local authority/area
England

18.99m²

West Midlands

16.93 m²

Tamworth

15.30 m²

Cannock Chase

14.35 m²

Nuneaton and Bedworth

10.11 m²

Redditch
Telford and Wrekin

3.17

Waterspace per 1,000 population

8.0 m²
20.38 m²

Based on the calculations provided within APP, it can be seen that although the level
of swimming pool provision in Tamworth (per 1,000 population) is higher than three
of its ONS neighbours, levels of provision are lower than both the West Midlands
regional and national averages and significantly lower than the level of provision in
Telford and Wrekin.
Facilities Planning Model

3.18

Sport England has undertaken a detailed analysis of the supply and demand for
swimming pools in Tamworth using the Facilities Planning Model (FPM).
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3.19

The FPM has been developed as a strategic planning tool to inform the process of
deciding if and where new or improved community facilities are required. It provides
an objective assessment of the relationship between the level of facilities provided
against the level of facilities required to meet the estimated demand from the
population in a given area during the peak period. It factors in spatial distribution,
condition, travel patterns and cross boundary relationships.

3.20

The model makes a number of key assumptions in the way it handles supply and
demand. These assumptions, the detailed information and accompanying maps from
the FPM runs are contained in Appendix G.

3.21

The following FPM Parameters are set in relation to swimming pools:
•

all facility data is drawn from Active Places 2009

•

private sector provision is included

•

pools are considered to be at full capacity when utilisation reaches 70%. This
is called the comfort factor.

Current situation
3.22

The key findings from the FPM data run for the current situation are that:
•

the current population in Tamworth is likely to generate demand for swimming
pools equivalent to circa 4,400 visits per week in the peak period (VPWPP)

•

existing swimming pool provision (1,132m²) provides supply equivalent to
circa 6,550 VPWPP

•

95% of demand is currently being met by existing provision (which is above
the average for England of 90.8%)

•

5% of demand is currently unmet – this equates to circa 38m² of waterspace
or 200 visits per week

•

the unmet demand arises from - 38% due to lack of capacity, 5% users who
do not drive to a facility and 49% of walkers

•

the swimming pools are currently operating at high levels of used capacity –
with total projected throughput of pools estimated to be 4,750 VPWPP. This
represents 73% average usage of current capacity which means overall pools
are too busy, with all pools on school sites being used to 100% capacity (70%
is regarded as a ‘comfortable’ usage level for swimming pools)

•

the model predicts that Tamworth exports 10% of its demand for swimming to
pools in surrounding boroughs and imports 22%.

Future situation
3.23

Further FPM runs were also carried out by Sport England to explore the implications
of the population increase anticipated for Tamworth up to 2019 and a 1% increase in
participation for the next 10 years. The key findings from these further FPM runs
indicate that:
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•

population increases and a 1% increase in participation levels for the next 10
years will increase demand in Tamworth for swimming pools to circa 4,737
VPWPP

•

supply is assumed to remain the same in quantity terms, but as facilities will
be 10 years older they will therefore be less attractive – thus able to provide
circa 6,550 VPWPP

•

satisfied demand for swimming pools in the borough increases in terms of
visits by 501 visits but as a percentage of total demand this remains at 95%
satisfied in 2019

•

unmet demand will remain at 5% of demand – this equates to circa 43m² of
water space

•

by 2019 the swimming pools will be operating at even higher levels of used
capacity - 80% as opposed to 73% in 2009 and in overall terms, the borough
swimming pools will be ‘overfull’

•

the model predicts that as a percentage of demand, exports to pools in the
surrounding boroughs will increase from 10% to 13% and that imports will
increase from 22% to 23%.

3.24

In summary, the FPM runs for swimming pools indicate that the existing pools are
operating at high levels of capacity, which are above ‘comfortable’ levels and that
future unmet demand equates to circa 43m² of water space – although this is likely to
be much greater if used capacity was reduced to ‘comfortable’ usage levels (ie 70%).

3.25

Further FPM ‘scenario testing’ was also carried out to explore the impact should (a)
the school pools at QEMS and Woodhouse close in the future and (b) should the
pool at the SnowDome no longer be available for public use.

3.26

•

in the first scenario, the closure of the school pools at QEMS and Woodhouse
would reduce total capacity to 877m² which equates to 5,600 VPWPP.
Satisfied demand reduces to 93%, whilst unmet demand increases to 7%
which is the equivalent of 64m² of waterspace. Although total throughput
decreases all facilities are operating above ‘comfortable’ levels; with 79% of
total capacity available being utilised. Plus Tamworth changes from being a
net importer to a net exporter as those with cars drive to use alternative pools
primarily in North Warwickshire.

•

in the second scenario, should the pool at the SnowDome no longer be
available for community use, then the total capacity would reduce to 504m² of
waterspace which equates to 3,150 VPWPP. Satisfied demand reduces to
92%, whilst unmet demand increases to 8% which is the equivalent of 68m²
of waterspace. Although total throughput decreases all facilities will be full
and as such operating above ‘comfortable’ levels. Plus again, Tamworth
becomes a significant exporter – with the borough only retaining around half
its own demand.

As such, the loss of pool capacity in Tamworth would have the biggest effect on
those who do not have access to a car and cannot drive to pools provided outside
the borough.
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Research and consultation feedback
3.27

As detailed in section one of this report, a wide range of research and consultation
was undertaken to determine local needs, including a postal survey to a sample of
local households, an on-line survey with children/young people attending schools in
Tamworth, a sports club survey, touch screen and on-line surveys which were
available for completion and consultation with key stakeholders including
representatives from the local authority, the School Sports Partnership (SSP), the
County Sports Partnership (CSP) and National Governing Bodies of sport (NGBs).
The key information from this research in relation to swimming pool provision is
summarised in Table 3.3 (page 33).

3.28

Relevant information from national surveys has also been reviewed. Of particular
note, is the fact that research studies have consistently highlighted the wide-spread
appeal of swimming. The Active People Surveys undertaken by Sport England have
consistently found swimming to be the second most popular activity after walking,
with results showing that around 13.8% of adults nationally have been swimming at
least once in the last four weeks, with slightly lower rates of participation for the West
Midlands region (12.83%) and Staffordshire County (12.74%).

3.29

The household survey undertaken for this study, also highlighted that swimming
pools were by far the most frequently used facility, with 75% of respondents
indicating that they currently use a swimming pool, with circa 30% stating that they
do so at least once a week.
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Table 3.3 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding swimming pool provision in Tamworth
Group

Quantity

Quality

Access

Local Residents

Survey results indicate that many residents
want to see additional swimming facilities
provided – see below:

Survey results reflect the varied quality of
swimming pool provision in Tamworth – see
below:

•

•

Survey results highlight access
issues for residents in relation to
cost and opening hours in particular
– see below:

•

household survey results indicate that
only 34% of respondents consider current
swimming provision to be adequate whilst
60% of respondents consider there to be
not enough swimming pools

•

on-line survey results revealed that 82%
of respondents consider current
swimming provision to be ‘insufficient’

•

the children/young people’s on-line survey
results revealed that 32% of respondents
consider there to be ‘not enough’
swimming pools

•

•

touchscreen survey results revealed that
56% of respondents consider current
swimming provision to be ‘insufficient’

when asked what ‘one new facility‘
household survey respondents would
most like to see in Tamworth, the most
popular answer was a swimming pool,
which was selected by 52% of
respondents.

•

•

•
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household survey results show that 33%
of respondents rate pools good, 35%
rate pools average and 28% rate pools
poor

•

touchscreen survey results reveal that
42% of respondents consider the pools
to be poor whilst 32% consider pools to
be good

household survey respondents
frequently raised concerns
regarding the prices charged at
the SnowDome as a barrier to
participation (activity and car
parking charges)

•

on-line survey results revealed that most
respondents (62%) consider pools to be
poor, whilst only 8% consider them to be
good

a number of household survey
respondents highlighted the
need for improved access for
people with disabilities

•

household survey results
indicate that most current users
(66%) drive to a pool, whilst
25% walk

•

household survey results
indicate that 59% of respondents
expect to travel to a pool by car,
whilst 32% expect to walk. The
average length of journey that
respondents expect to travel to a
pool is 11 minutes by car and 15
minutes walking, whilst the most
common response (the mode)
was 10 minutes by either
method.

the three key aspects which household
survey respondents consider to be most
important at a swimming pool are:
-

changing room cleanliness

-

cost

-

maintenance of facilities

the three key areas where household
survey respondents were most likely to
have experienced a problem were:
-

maintenance of changing rooms

-

cost

-

car parking.
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Group

Quantity

Quality

Access

Sports Clubs/
organisations

•

sports clubs that responded to the club
survey generally consider the quantity of
provision to be ‘average’

•

•

•

swimming club representatives stressed
the need for additional swimming pool
provision in the borough to enable the
club to develop and expand membership
– stating that pool programming
pressures at the SnowDome mean that
they are unable to access the pools often
enough to meet their training needs.

sports clubs that responded to
the club survey stressed the
need to improve access to the
existing swimming pools
(particularly on school sites)

•

Tamworth Swimming Club
highlighted that they are
currently allocated a training slot
between 8-10pm at the
SnowDome. Unfortunately many
parents of young swimmers
consider this to be too late and
the club has been unable to
secure an earlier slot.

•

community access to swimming
pools on school sites is limited

•

public access to the pool at the
SnowDome is not secure in the
long-term.

Stakeholders

•

opportunities for competitive
swimming/club training are limited with
only one 25m pool in the borough

•

the existing pools, particularly the
SnowDome, play a vital role for swimming
curricular programme – accommodating
circa 1,700 primary school pupils per
week.

•

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council

sports clubs that responded to the club
survey stressed the need to improve the
quality of swimming pool provision
across the borough.

quality of provision, particularly at
Belgrave and QEMS are considered to
be in need of improvement.
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Sub-regional perspective
3.30

The key points in relation to swimming pools/swimming within the sub-regional
strategy are highlighted below:
•

taking into account projected population increases and 1% increase per
annum in participation, the strategy suggests that 1,183m² of waterspace will
be required in Tamworth by 2021. Thus recommending the development of a
‘new 25m x 6 lane swimming pool with teaching pool as part of a new dual
use centre with intensive management’

•

current provision across the County meets the aspirations of the ASA in terms
of 25m x 6 lane and 25m x 8 lane pool provision. However, the ASA would
like to see 4 – 5 sub-regional 50m community pools, with one suggested
location being in Stoke. Therefore, the sub-regional strategy recommends
that a feasibility study be carried out to determine the viability of a 50m pool

•

there appears to be a lack of pool time for the performance programme
across the County, with most clubs only having around 12 hours pool time per
week, often late in the evenings (views echoed by Tamworth Swimming
Club).

Local standards
3.31

3.32

The key findings set above highlight that:
•

swimming continues to be one of the most popular sporting activities both
locally and nationally

•

levels of swimming pool provision in Tamworth are below the regional and
national average levels per 1,000 population

•

four of the six existing pools are based on school sites, where there is no
daytime access and limited community access at evenings and weekends

•

there is only one pool in the borough which is 25m in length – all other pools
are smaller

•

the quality of swimming pools is an issue in Tamworth, with ageing stock and
provision on some school sites being unattractive for community use (eg
QEMS and Belgrave)

•

a large proportion of local residents (60% of household survey respondents)
do not consider there to be enough swimming pools

•

FPM run data indicates that existing pools are operating at high levels of
capacity, which are above ‘comfortable’ levels.

As such, there is clearly a shortfall of accessible/good quality water space in the
borough. There are two key means by which this can be addressed:
•

by improving the quality of provision and hours of community access to
swimming facilities on school sites

•

by providing a new community leisure centre that includes swimming
provision at location that is accessible to local residents by a choice of means

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council

Page 35

SECTION 3 – SWIMMING POOLS
(ie car, on-foot, bicycle and public transport) that will complement the
SnowDome.
3.33

Clearly there are strengths and weaknesses with both options and either would
require significant investment. However, it is recommended that the preferred option
should be to provide a new community leisure centre as:
•

•

3.34

a new build facility:
-

provides the opportunity to create a ‘wow’ factor and generate interest
amongst the community

-

will be more attractive to users and operators

-

can provide larger facilities that will enable greater programming flexibility;
to meet the needs of both school swimming and the community (and also
better opportunities for increased usage and income generation/long-term
sustainability)

-

creates the opportunity of providing an energy efficient building via
modern construction methods and the implementation of energy efficient
M&E installations

-

provides more opportunities for attracting interest and capital investment
from commercial operators

the existing pool facilities on school sites:
-

are ageing (all pools except Woodhouse are 30+ years old) and would
require significant investment to refurbish the facilities to an adequate
standard

-

are likely to have poor energy efficiency, given their age, and as such the
long-term value for money of investing into these facilities would be
compromised

-

are often ‘enclosed’ within the current buildings lay out meaning that
access and site visibility is often far from ideal (eg the location of QEMS
pool means that it is neither visible nor easily accessible for community
use)

-

are all 20m or less in size, which is the biggest limitation in terms of
capacity and programming flexibility as the pools are less able to meet the
wide-ranging needs of the community and the training and competition
needs of the swimming club

-

are at risk of closure when the BSF programme upgrades facilities on the
high school sites.

An initial feasibility study has been undertaken to explore the viability of providing a
new facility and evaluate potential site options. The study concluded that the
provision of a new leisure centre in the north east area of the borough, adjacent to
the Sports Stadium would provide the most suitable location - given the large number
of residents within a walk-time catchment of this site.
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3.35

Furthermore, an additional FPM run undertaken by Sport England to explore the
implications of rationalising the school pools and providing a new community leisure
centre, that would include a 25m swimming pool plus teaching pool indicates that:
•

although the total number of pools reduces the amount of water space
available would only reduce from 1,132m² to 1,008m² and more significantly;
due to the improved quality, size and flexibility of swimming programme that a
new leisure centre could provide, the amount of accessible water space
would increase in terms visits per week in the peak period (VPWPP) from
6,550 to 7,600

•

Tamworth would retain a higher proportion (87%) of its own demand – thus
reducing unnecessary travel to facilities outside the borough to access
swimming pools

•

Tamworth residents would have a better relative share of swimming pool
space

•

satisfied demand would equate to 92% which is higher than the England and
West Midlands regional average figure of 91%.

3.36

The FPM run concluded that this scenario has ‘significant benefits’ and would provide
‘an efficient network of pools which would provide good quality accessible swimming
facilities able to provide a good range of programmes.’

3.37

Based on the key findings set out above, and discussions with the client steering
group, the local standards for swimming pools are set out overleaf (additional
information relating to the local standards and justification is provided in Appendices
H - K)

3.38

Key Area

Local Standard

Quantity

•

local standards be set at 1,008m² - equating to 13.3 m² per
1,000 population (this level of provision is based on the
assumption that the pools provided are accessible to the
public throughout the week – day times, evenings and
weekends)

Access

•

10 minute drive time standard be set for swimming pools

Quality

•

New or refurbished facilities should be developed in line
with Sport England Design Guidance Notes for swimming
pools (see Appendix J for further information)

•

Facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most
important by local residents – ie:
-

changing room cleanliness

-

affordable charges

-

well maintained of facilities

Taking the standards set out above and information provided, it is clear that there is a
need to increase accessible water space and the quality of pool provision provided in
the borough. As highlighted above, the most effective way to achieve this is to:
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•

rationalise the school pools, which are old, small and have restricted public
access

•

provide a new community leisure centre that would include a 25m swimming
pool plus teaching pool

•

secure long-term public access to the swimming pool at the SnowDome

•

explore opportunities for addressing cost barriers currently experienced by
some residents.

Summary of need for swimming facilities
3.39

Relevant recommendations and actions for a new facility and for swimming pools
general are set out in section 11 and the accompanying action plan. A summary of
the need for swimming facilities in Tamworth is set out in Table 3.4 overleaf.
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Table 3.4 – Summary of swimming facility analysis
Quantity

Quality

Accessibility

Levels of swimming pool
provision are below the
regional and national average
levels per 1,000 population.

Attractiveness/quality is
an issue – ageing stock.

No daytime access to
pools based on school
sites.

Swimming pool provision

FPM data indicates that the
existing pools are operating
at high levels of capacity,
which are above
‘comfortable’ levels and that
there is a shortfall in pool
capacity across the borough.
A large proportion of local
residents (60% of household
survey respondents) do not
consider there to be enough
pools. Plus 52% of
respondents want to see a
new pool provided in
Tamworth.

The quality of provision
on some school sites falls
below standards of
provision that would be
expected and lacks
ancillary provision for
community use.
Significant investment
would be required to
refurbish these facilities
to meet recommended
quality standards.

Taking into consideration
population increases and
local demand – an overall
increase in accessible
waterspace is required.

All residents are within
a 10 minute drive time
and most are within a
20 minute walk of a
swimming pool.
Council to explore
opportunities for
securing long-term
public access of the
pool at the SnowDome.
Discuss activity
charges and car park
pricing policy with the
SnowDome
management team to
explore opportunities
for addressing the cost
barriers that are
currently experienced
by some residents.

Consideration should be
given to rationalising school
pool provision – with
compensatory, alternative
provision provided in place of
the existing school pools that
meets the curriculum and
community needs.
Council to further investigate
the viability of providing a
new community leisure
centre (to include 25m pool
plus teaching pool) adjacent
to the Sports Stadium to
complement provision at the
SnowDome.
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Sports Halls
4.1

Section four of this report provides detailed information in relation to the current
provision and future need for sports halls in Tamworth.
Current provision
Quantity

4.2

There are currently five sports halls within Tamworth, plus an additional facility
located just outside the borough boundary at Rawlett Community Sports College –
these facilities are detailed in Table 4.1 below.
Table 4.1 – Sports halls in Tamworth
Facility

Type

Number of courts*

Belgrave Sports Centre

Dual

4

Wilnecote School

Sports clubs/assoc

4

Woodhouse School

Sports clubs/assoc

5

Torc Campus

Sports clubs/assoc

4

QEM School

Sports clubs/assoc

1

Dual

4

Rawlett College
*Badminton courts

4.3

As can be seen, the sports halls provide a total of 22 courts, with all facilities
provided on school sites. The sports halls range in size from a traditional gymnasium
at QEM School comprising just one badminton court, to a five badminton court hall at
Woodhouse School. There are currently no additional sports hall facilities planned in
Tamworth.

4.4

As with swimming pools, given the fact that all of the sports halls are provided on
school sites, community access is restricted and this is reflected in both the
consultation findings and supply and demand modelling information set out below.
Access

4.5

The location of the six existing sports halls are shown on Map 4.1 overleaf. The map
shows that in terms of the geographical location of the sports halls, the facilities are
reasonably well distributed across the borough and although there is less provision in
the west of the borough, most local residents are within a relatively short drive time of
a sports hall.

4.6

However, as detailed above, there are ‘access’ issues, in terms of hours which the
halls are available for casual use, with:
•

all of the halls based on school sites, there is currently no day time access to
these facilities

•

only limited access out-of-school hours to the halls is provided at QEM School
and Torc Campus

•

block bookings by sports clubs/organisations dominate peak hour booking
slots.
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Map 4.1- Sports halls in Tamworth
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4.7

Access for disabled users varies across sites from ‘very good’ provision at Torc
Campus; with clear, wide walkways and automatic doors at the main entrance and
through to the sports hall to ‘poor’ at Belgrave – with steps down to the main
reception (site specific scores for wheel chair access and footpaths are included
within the supporting database supplied).
Quality

4.8

As with swimming pools, the age and quality of sports hall facilities in Tamworth
varies enormously. However, there are some relatively new and refurbished facilities
such as:
•

Torc Campus which was built in 1990 and refurbished in 2008

•

Wilnecote School which was built in 1993 and refurbished in 2006

•

Rawlett School which was built in 1984 and refurbished in 1994.

4.9

There are also a number of ageing facilities such as Belgrave (1978), Woodhouse
(1972) and QEMS (1954).

4.10

Site visits were undertaken to all sports halls within the borough to assess quality and
access and this work further emphasised the huge variations in provision (site
specific scores and comments are included within the supporting database supplied).
The quality of provision at the newer facilities was considered good, whilst the quality
at the older sites, most notably at Belgrave and QEMS, is below standards that would
typically be expected by users and therefore, in need of refurbishment/upgrade.
Adequacy of current provision
Provision per 1,000 population

4.11

Table 4.2 details information from Active Places Power, which shows the amount of
sports hall space (m²) per 1,000 population in Tamworth compared to its ONS
neighbours and also against regional and national average levels.
Table 4.2 – Comparisons of sports hall space
Local authority/area

4.12

Sports hall space per 1,000 population

England

78.90m²

West Midlands

76.68m²

Tamworth

50.58m²

Cannock Chase

58.44m²

Nuneaton and Bedworth

55.09m²

Redditch

77.90m²

Telford and Wrekin

76.09m²

Based on the calculations provided within APP, it can be seen that the level of sports
hall provision in Tamworth (per 1,000 population) is lower than all of its ONS
neighbours and both the West Midlands regional and national averages.
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Facilities Planning Model
4.13

Sport England has undertaken a detailed analysis of the supply and demand for
sports halls in Tamworth using the Facilities Planning Model (FPM).

4.14

The FPM has been developed as a strategic planning tool to inform the process of
deciding if and where new or improved community facilities are required. It provides
an objective assessment of the relationship between the level of facilities provided
against the level of facilities required to meet the estimated demand from the
population in a given area during the peak period. It factors in spatial distribution,
condition, travel patterns and cross boundary relationships.

4.15

The model makes a number of key assumptions in the way it handles supply and
demand. These assumptions, the detailed information and accompanying maps from
the FPM runs are contained in Appendix G.

4.16

The following FPM Parameters are set in relation to sports halls:
•

facility data is drawn from Active Places 2009

•

single halls of less than 3 courts are not included unless they are ancillary
halls on a site with a four court hall (as such the existing 1 court sports hall at
QEMS is not included in the runs, whilst the 2 court ancillary hall at Rawlett is
included – making a total of 23 courts)

•

halls are considered to be at full capacity when utilisation reaches 80%. This
is called the comfort factor.

Current situation
4.17

The key findings from the FPM data run for the current situation are that:
•

the current population in Tamworth is likely to generate demand equivalent to
circa 3,550 visits per week in the peak period (VPWPP)

•

existing sports hall provision within the borough provides supply equivalent to
circa 2,300 VPWPP (3,440 including Rawlett)

•

93% of demand is currently being met by existing provision – however, it
should be noted that over half of the demand generated in Tamworth is being
met by facilities provided in adjacent boroughs (predominantly Lichfield),
which disadvantages those who are less mobile or do not have access to a
car

•

7% of demand is currently unmet; most unmet demand (68%) is amongst
residents who do not have access to a car and live outside the walking
catchment to a sports hall - with unmet demand spread across the borough

•

a number of the sports halls are currently operating at ‘above comfortable’
capacity levels – Belgrave at 82% and Rawlett at 98% (80% is regarded as a
‘comfortable’ usage level for sports halls)

•

Tamworth is a significant net exporter, with 52% of demand generated in the
borough being ‘exported’ to sports halls in surrounding boroughs – primarily
Lichfield, but also to facilities in North Warwickshire and further afield
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•

Tamworth residents have a worse ‘share’ of sports hall space compared to
England average, most pronounced on the eastern side of the borough.

Future situation
4.18

Further FPM runs were also carried out by Sport England to explore the implications
of the population increase anticipated for Tamworth up to 2019 and a 1% increase in
participation for the next 10 years. The key findings from this further FPM run
indicates that:
•

population increases and a 1% increase in participation levels for the next 10
years will increase demand in Tamworth for sports halls to circa 4,000
VPWPP

•

supply is assumed to remain the same in quantity terms, but as facilities will
be 10 years older and therefore be less attractive – thus able to provide circa
2,300 VPWPP, suggesting that the undersupply increases

•

satisfied demand for sports halls in Tamworth falls from 93% in 2009 to 91%
in 2019

•

9% of demand is currently unmet, with unmet demand concentrated in the
centre of the borough. An increased proportion of unmet demand is caused
due to a lack of capacity at the existing facilities

•

the sports halls will be operating at higher levels of used capacity - 70% with
Belgrave and Rawlett in particular being ‘too busy’ and as such, the existing
facilities are not able to absorb all the additional demand

•

Tamworth is a net exporter of visits (50% of demand) to surrounding
boroughs

•

the relative share of sports hall space for Tamworth residents decreases
further.

4.19

In summary, the FPM runs for sports halls correspond with feedback received during
this study, that sports halls are operating at high levels of capacity (particularly at
Rawlett and Belgrave) and struggle to meet demand. Also that quality and/or access
limit the value of the sports halls provided at Woodhouse, Wilnecote and Torc. As
such, a large proportion of the demand generated from within Tamworth is being met
by surrounding facilities which disadvantages residents who are less mobile/ do not
have access to a car. Assessments of demand both now and in the future compared
to existing sports hall provision suggest an undersupply.

4.20

Further FPM ‘scenario testing’ carried out suggests that even with the refurbishment
of existing sports halls and the provision of a new 4 court hall at QEMS, sports halls
in Tamworth will still be operating at high levels of ‘used capacity’ – with three of the
five sports halls provided operating above ‘comfortable levels’ of provision. Unmet
demand increases to circa 19%, as any new provision ‘sucks’ demand back into the
borough, that was previously exported to facilities within the surrounding boroughs –
with levels of unmet demand highest within the south east and central areas of the
borough. So that even with an increase in capacity and quality of provision unmet
demand is equivalent to circa 5 badminton courts.
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Research and consultation feedback
4.21

The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in
relation to sports hall provision is summarised in Table 4.3 (page 47). In addition,
relevant data from national participation surveys has also been considered. Of
particular relevance, is key data from the Active People Surveys, which show that
sports such as badminton, basketball, table tennis and netball are amongst the 30
most popular activities, with 2.21% of adults nationally playing badminton at least
once in the last four weeks, as do 2.28% of adults in the West Midlands region and
2.11% of adults in Staffordshire.

4.22

It should also be noted, that 51% of household survey respondents indicated that
they do use/have used sports halls in Tamworth, with circa 22% indicating that they
do so on a regular (weekly) basis.
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Table 4.3 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding sports hall provision in Tamworth
Group

Quantity

Quality

Access

Local Residents

Survey results indicate that many residents
would like to see additional sports halls
provided – see below:

Survey results reflect the varied quality of
sports hall provision in Tamworth – see
below:

•

•

Survey results highlight access
issues for residents in relation to
casual access/opening hours in
particular – see below:

•

•

•

•

household survey results indicate that
whilst 40% of respondents consider the
current sports hall provision to be
adequate, 48% consider there to be not
enough sports halls

•

touchscreen survey results revealed that
50% of respondents consider current
sports hall provision to be ‘insufficient’
on-line survey results revealed that 50%
of respondents consider current sports
hall provision to be ‘insufficient’

•

the children/young people’s on-line
survey results revealed that 59% of
respondents consider current sports hall
provision to be ‘about right’, perhaps
reflecting the fact that all provision is on
school sites

•

when asked what ‘one new facility‘
household survey respondents would
most like to see in Tamworth, 13% of
respondents selected a sports hall.

•

household survey results show that 40%
of respondents rate halls as good, 44%
rate them average and 15% rate them as
poor

•

touchscreen survey results reveal that
24% of respondents consider the halls to
be poor whilst 44% consider halls to be
average and 12% good

household survey respondents
raised issues regarding the
availability of sports halls, which
were often perceived to be
booked up and unavailable at
the required times

•

on-line survey results revealed that 42%
consider halls to be average, whilst 23%
consider them to be poor

a number of household survey
respondents also highlighted
cost as a barrier to usage

•

the three key aspects which household
survey respondents consider to be most
important at a sports hall are:

household survey results
indicate that most current users
(68%) drive to a sports hall

•

household survey results
indicate that 54% of respondents
expect to travel to a sports hall
by car, whilst 36% expect to
walk. The average length of
journey that respondents expect
to travel to a sports hall is 10
minutes for those that expect to
drive and 14 minutes for those
want to walk. The modal
response is 10 minutes.

-

cost

-

range of activities

-

maintenance of facilities

the three key areas where household
survey respondents were most likely to
have experienced a problem were:
-

maintenance of changing rooms

-

maintenance of the facilities

-

car parking.
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Group

Quantity

Quality

Access

Sports Clubs/
organisations

•

sports clubs that responded to the club
survey generally consider the quantity of
provision to be ‘average’. However, 50%
of respondents said that they would like
to see more sports halls in Tamworth.

•

sports clubs that responded to the club
survey indicate that the quality of facilities
is average to good. Wilnecote School was
highlighted as being of good quality.

•

half of the sports clubs that
responded to the club survey
indicated that they have
experienced problems accessing
facilities for training and
competitive play. This is
perceived to be due to a lack of
sports hall capacity.

Stakeholders

•

stakeholders highlighted that the main
sports halls are running at high capacity
(predominantly with block bookings) and
therefore it is difficult to secure a booking
at peak times

•

ageing stock highlighted - quality of
provision, particularly at Belgrave and
QEMS are considered to be in need of
improvement.

•

with all sports halls on school
sites, community access is
limited (Belgrave only facility
with formal CUA).

•

the Sports Development team find it
difficult to secure indoor sports facilities
for activities

•

the size of the current sports halls mean
that none are large enough to host any
large-scale sporting events.
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Sub regional perspective
4.23

The key points in relation to sports halls within the sub-regional strategy are
highlighted below:
•

Sports hall provision in Tamworth is below the regional average of 0.37 courts
per 1,000 population

•

taking into account projected population increases and 1% increase per
annum in participation, the sub-regional strategy suggests that 34 courts will
be required in Tamworth by 2021. Thus recommending the development of a
‘a new community use four court hall in Tamworth’ and also the provision of a
‘network of six and eight court halls across the County including one in each
authority’.

Local standards
4.24

4.25

The key findings set above highlight that:
•

all of the sports halls in Tamworth are based on school sites – with no
daytime access and limited out of hours access at some sites (particularly
QEMS and Torc)

•

block bookings by sports clubs/organisations currently dominate peak hour
booking slots and therefore there is limited opportunity for casual/ ‘one off’
use

•

the quality of sports halls is an issue in Tamworth, with ageing stock and
provision on some school sites being ‘dated’ and lacking the ancillary facilities
suitable for community use (eg QEMS)

•

levels of sports hall provision per 1,000 population in Tamworth is lower than
all of its ONS neighbours and both the West Midlands regional and national
averages (current levels equate to 0.24 courts per 1,000 population –
excluding Rawlett College)

•

a large proportion of local residents (48% of household survey respondents)
do not consider there to be enough sports halls

•

FPM run data indicates that existing sports halls are operating at high levels
of capacity and struggle to meet demand. A large proportion of the demand
generated from within Tamworth is being met by sports halls in surrounding
boroughs which disadvantages residents who are less mobile/ do not have
access to a car. Assessments of demand both now and in the future
compared to existing sports hall provision suggest an undersupply. Scenario
testing highlighted that even if new and refurbished facilities were provided on
the existing school sites to provide a total of 24 courts – unmet demand would
still be equivalent to circa 5 further badminton courts.

Therefore, based on these key points and discussions with the client steering group
the local standards for sports halls which are set out overleaf, are designed to reflect
these local issues. (additional information relating to the local standards and
justification is provided in Appendices H-K).
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4.26

Key Area

Local Standard

Quantity

•

local standards be set above existing levels of provision at
29 courts (including provision at Rawlett), equivalent to
0.33 badminton courts per 1,000 population

Access

•

10 minute drive time standard be set for sports halls

Quality

•

new or refurbished facilities should be developed in line
with Sport England Sports Hall Design Guidance Notes
(see Appendix J for further information)

•

Facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most
important by local residents – ie:
-

affordable charges

-

a range of activities

-

maintenance of facilities

Taking the standards set out above into consideration in relation to existing provision,
it is clear that:
•

there is currently an undersupply of sports halls in the borough (with unmet
demand spread across the borough)

•

there are a number of facilities where current provision falls below the
expected quality standards

•

although all residents in the borough can currently access a sports hall within
a 10 minute drive time (see Map 4.2 overleaf) it is important to acknowledge
the Council’s desire to encourage sustainable transport and the fact that not
all residents want/are able to drive to a sports hall:
-

FPM analysis indicates that 87% of residents are within a 20 minute walk
time catchment for a sports hall (13% are outside the walk time
catchment)

-

feedback from local residents via the household survey, suggests that
circa 36% of residents would prefer to walk to a sports hall and on
average expect to walk just 14 minutes - as such the proportion of
residents living outside a walk time catchment is likely to be slightly higher
than suggested by the FPM.
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Map 4.2 – Sports halls/ 10 minute drive time catchments
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4.27

Furthermore, the FPM runs highlighted that a large proportion of demand generated
by Tamworth residents is currently being ‘exported’ to sports halls in the surrounding
boroughs and that many of the existing halls will be too busy by 2019 to absorb
additional demand.

4.28

If Tamworth wishes increase participation rates and meet the needs of all residents
(including walkers) it needs to increase the amount of current provision,
increase community access to these facilities and improve the quality of
facilities on school sites to better cater for community use.
Sports halls on school sites

4.29

This should be done by improving the quality, increasing capacity and increasing the
hours of community access to sports halls on school sites, via:
•

the provision of a multi-purpose 4 court sports hall at QEMS (which the FPM
‘scenario testing’ demonstrated would significantly reduce the proportion of
‘exports’ to sports halls outside the borough)

•

the replacement of the existing 4 court sports hall at Rawlett with a 6 court
sports hall (which the FPM ‘scenario testing’ demonstrated there was
sufficient demand to support). As this would not only increase total capacity,
but would also provide greater programming flexibility, a larger venue that
would have the potential to host events/tournaments and also meet a key
objective set out in the sub-regional strategy of providing a network of six and
eight court halls across the County including one in each authority

•

retaining and enhancing the existing halls or re-providing 4 court sports halls
at Torc, Belgrave, Wilnecote and Woodhouse schools

•

including the provision of either an ancillary hall/dance studio or flexible space
in addition to the multi-purpose sports halls to enable the provision of a
broader range of activities such as dance, yoga, aerobics and martial arts

•

improving the quality of provision on school sites to ensure that the sports
halls provided meet Sport England design guidance and that the ancillary
facilities provided are suitable for community use as well as school use for
example, with:

•

-

improved signage to facilities and clear vehicular and pedestrian access

-

adequate car parking

-

a separate community entrance and dedicated community reception area

-

new/refurbished changing facilities that meets both DDA guidelines and
Sport England design guidance

-

adequate storage space

increasing the hours of community access to sports halls on school sites; and
potentially via LEP, discuss opportunities for setting up formal Community
Use Agreements (CUA) and higher level management arrangements.
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4.30

Exploring further the viability of providing a new community leisure centre (that
includes a 4 court sports hall and ancillary hall/studio) in the borough ideally located
in an area which is accessible to residents by a choice of means of transport – as
discussed in Section three of this report. To increase capacity and also provide the
borough with a facility which could be available for use during weekdays when the
school facilities are unavailable.

4.31

The council should also explore opportunities for increasing the use of community
centres for physical activities such as aerobics, group exercise, martial arts and
dance etc that can take place in smaller hall spaces.
Summary of need for sports hall facilities

4.32

Table 4.4 overleaf shows a summary of the sports hall analysis.
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Sports hall provision

Table 4.4 - Summary of sports hall analysis
Quantity

Quality

Accessibility

Levels of sports hall provision
per 1,000 population in
Tamworth is lower than all of
its ONS neighbours and both
the West Midlands regional
and national averages.

Sports hall provision in
Tamworth includes
ageing stock and
refurbishment/ upgrades
are required (particularly
at QEMS and Belgrave).

No daytime access to
sports halls and limited
out of hours access at
some sites.

FPM data indicates that
existing sports halls are
operating at high levels of
capacity and as such will
struggle to meet demand.
Also that a large proportion of
the demand generated from
within Tamworth is having to
be met by facilities in the
surrounding boroughs -which
disadvantages residents who
are less mobile/ do not have
access to a car.

The quality of provision
on some school sites
falls below standards of
provision that would be
expected and lacks
ancillary provision for
community use (ie
adequate parking,
reception and good
quality changing
facilities).

A large proportion of local
residents (48% of household
survey respondents) do not
consider there to be enough
sports halls.
Taking into consideration
population increases and the
lack of capacity at existing
sports halls – an overall
increase in sports hall
provision is required.

There is the need for
investment into sports
halls to enhance the
general facilities and
décor and, in particular,
to ensure that facilities
on school sites are
equipped to meet the
needs of community
users.

Block bookings by
sports clubs/
organisations dominate
peak hour booking slots
– thus there is limited
opportunity for casual
use.
All residents are within a
10 minute drive time and
most are within a 20
minute walk of a sports
hall.
Council to explore
opportunities for
improved community
access to sports halls on
school sites (potentially
via LEP). Discuss
opportunities for setting
up formal CUA
agreements.
Council also to explore
opportunities for
increased usage of
community centres for
physical activities.

Council to further explore
viability of providing a new
community leisure centre
(that includes a 4 court sports
hall and ancillary hall/studio).
Borough Council together
with Staffordshire County
Council to explore the
opportunity of providing
additional sports halls on
school sites in BSF plans. (6
court hall at Rawlett/4 court
hall at QEMS).

4.33

The priorities and actions for sports hall facilities are summarised in Section 11 and
the accompanying action plan.
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Health and fitness
5.1

Section five of this report provides information in relation to the current provision and
future needs for health and fitness facilities in Tamworth.
Current provision
Quantity

5.2

There are currently eight health and fitness facilities within Tamworth, these facilities
are detailed in Table 5.1 below.
Table 5.1 – Health and fitness facilities
Facility

Type

Number of stations

Arena Health and Fitness

Registered Membership

60

Bannatynes Health Club

Registered Membership

120

Bodyzone

Pay and Play

30

Mick’s Gym

Pay and Play

28

SnowDome

Registered Membership

62

Sports club/association

12

Pay and Play

31

Dual

14

Tamworth Sports Campus
Total Fitness
Wilnecote School

5.3

The eight health and fitness facilities provide a total of 357 stations. The facilities
range in size from two small venues on education sites which have less than 20
stations each up to large-scale private member facilities such as Bannatynes Health
Club, the SnowDome and Arena Health and Fitness Club.

5.4

There are currently no plans for additional public health and fitness facilities in
Tamworth (although there is likely to be some small-scale health and fitness facilities
included as part of a new fire station planned in the borough – that will be available
for community use).
Access

5.5

The locations of the eight existing health and fitness facilities are shown on Map 5.1
overleaf. The map shows that most of the large-scale health and fitness facilities are
located within the central area of the borough, around the town centre (west analysis
area) with very little provision in the eastern and northern areas of the borough.

5.6

It should also be noted that all of the large-scale health and fitness facilities are only
available on a registered membership basis, which equates to circa 70% of all health
and fitness stations and as such, there are limited ’pay and play’ opportunities which
is likely to restrict access for some key target groups, particularly those on a low
income.
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Map 5.1 – Health and fitness facilities in Tamworth
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5.7

There are no IFI accredited sites and access for disabled users is varied. Provision
was deemed ‘very good’ at both the SnowDome and Bannatynes however, there
were a number of sites where access for disabled users was deemed ‘poor’ – for
example there were steps and a narrow entrance into Total Fitness, Arena’s facilities
were provided on the first floor with no apparent lift provision and at Bodyzone many
of the stations were provided on a raised level which could only be accessed by
stairs (site specific scores for wheel chair access and footpaths are included within
the supporting database supplied).
Quality

5.8

5.9

Site visits were undertaken to six of the eight1 health and fitness facilities within the
borough. The site visits highlighted that the majority of facilities were either of
average/good quality, with particularly high quality facilities provided at both
Bannatynes Health Club and the SnowDome where provision included:
•

a wide range of both cardio-vascular and weight training equipment

•

well maintained equipment, changing rooms and café areas

•

high standards of cleanliness and decor

•

informative displays and notice boards.

None of the facilities visited were considered to be in a poor condition - site specific
scores and comments are included within the supporting database supplied.
Adequacy of current provision
Provision per 1,000 population

5.10

Table 5.2 details information from Active Places Power, which shows the number of
health and fitness stations per 1,000 population in Tamworth compared to its ONS
neighbours and also against regional and national average levels.
Table 5.2 – Comparisons of health and fitness stations
Local authority/area

Health and Fitness stations per 1,000
population

England

5.74

West Midlands

5.09

Tamworth

4.63

Cannock Chase

5.89

Nuneaton and Bedworth

4.46

Redditch

5.75

Telford and Wrekin

5.25

1

Site visits conducted to all health and fitness facilities with the exception of Mick’s Gym and
Tamworth Campus

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council

Page 56

SECTION 5 – HEALTH AND FITNESS
5.11

Based on the calculations provided within APP, it can be seen that although the level
of health and fitness provision in Tamworth (per 1,000 population) is slightly higher
than one of its ONS neighbours, levels of provision are lower than both the West
Midlands regional and national averages and also lower than the level of provision in
Cannock Chase, Redditch and Telford and Wrekin.
Supply and demand Modelling

5.12

Sport England strategic planning tools APP and the FPM do not calculate an
estimated demand for health and fitness, however using PMP’s own health and
fitness demand model it is possible to estimate the demand for health and fitness
provision and compare this to existing supply.

5.13

PMP’s model takes into consideration local demographics and participation trends to
generate an estimated demand and is based on the following assumptions:
•

all facility data has been based on the local audit and verified via site visits/
follow-up telephone calls

•

average health and fitness session is one hour

•

65% of use is during peak times

•

peak times are 5-9pm Monday to Friday and 9am-5pm weekends (36 hours in
a week)

•

average user participates on average 1.5 times per week or six times a month

•

‘at one time capacity’ of a health and fitness facility is calculated by the ratio
of one user per station.

5.14

The demand model calculates that, based on current population data, demand for
health and fitness in Tamworth is equivalent to circa 340 stations, thus suggesting
that demand is broadly in line with supply.

5.15

However, previous research by Mintel has suggested that a balanced health and
fitness market should comprise a 50/50 split between public and privately operated
facilities. In Tamworth, given that circa 70% of supply is only available on a
private/registered membership basis, there is likely to be demand for additional
provision on a ‘pay and play’ basis.
Research and consultation feedback

5.16

The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in
relation to health and fitness provision is summarised in Table 5.3. In addition,
relevant data from national participation surveys has also been considered. Of
particular relevance is key data from the Active People Surveys, which show that
using a fitness gym is the third most popular activity amongst adults (after walking
and swimming), with circa 11% of adults nationally using a gym at least once in the
last four weeks.

5.17

42% of household survey respondents indicated that they do use/have used a health
and fitness facility in Tamworth, with circa 23% indicating that they do so on a regular
(weekly) basis.
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Table 5.3 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding health and fitness provision in Tamworth
Group
Quantity
Quality
Access
Local Residents

Survey results indicate that there is
demand amongst some residents for
additional health and fitness provision –
see below:

Survey results indicate that
health and fitness provision in
Tamworth is generally
considered to be average/good –
see below:

• household survey results indicate that
whilst 52% of respondents consider
• household survey results show
that 59% of respondents rate
the current health and fitness
health and fitness facilities as
provision to be adequate, 34%
good and 34% rate them
consider there to be not enough
average
health and fitness facilities
• touchscreen survey results revealed
that 40% of respondents consider
current health and fitness provision to
be ‘insufficient’
• on-line survey results revealed that
48% of respondents consider current
health and fitness provision to be
‘insufficient’
• when asked what ‘one new facility‘
household survey respondents would
most like to see in Tamworth, 9% of
respondents selected a health and
fitness facility.

• touchscreen survey results
reveal that 32% of respondents
consider the health and fitness
facilities to be good whilst 28%
consider them to be average
and 20% poor
• on-line survey results revealed
that 31% consider health and
fitness facilities to be good,
27% consider them to be
average, whilst 19% consider
them to be poor
• the four key aspects which
household survey respondents
consider to be most important
at a health and fitness facility
are:
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Survey feedback highlighted
access issues for residents,
particularly in relation to cost –
see below:
• household survey responses
highlighted that cost was
commonly as a barrier to
participation in relation to
health and fitness facilities
• household survey results
indicate that most current
users (83%) drive to a health
and fitness facility
• Household survey results
indicate that 64% of
respondents expect to travel to
a health and fitness facility by
car, whilst 30% expect to walk.
The average length of journey
that respondents expect to
travel to a health and fitness
facility is 11 minutes for those
that wish to drive and 17
minutes for those that wish to
walk. The modal response is
10 minutes.

changing room
cleanliness
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Group

Quantity

Quality


maintenance of facilities



range of activities



cost

Access

• the three key areas where
household survey respondents
were most likely to have
experienced a problem were:

Stakeholders

• stakeholders highlighted that there is
a wide-range of privately owned and
operated health and fitness facilities
in Tamworth, particularly around the
town centre.
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cost



maintenance of changing
rooms



maintenance of the
facilities.

• good quality provision at largescale private facilities.

• stakeholders highlighted the
important role that accessible,
local health and fitness
facilities can play in terms of
raising levels of physical
activity.
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Local standards
5.18

5.19

The key findings set out above highlight:
•

participation in health and fitness activities continues to be one of the most
popular activities both nationally and locally and there is demand locally for
some additional provision

•

the majority of existing facilities operate on a membership basis, with limited
opportunities for ‘pay and play’

•

there is an uneven distribution of facilities, with most provision based within
the west analysis area

•

the quality of current provision is good/average.

Therefore, based on these key points and discussions with the client steering group
the local standards for health and fitness which are set out below, are designed to
reflect local needs (additional information relating to the local standards and
justification is provided in Appendices H - K).
Key Area

Local Standard

Access

• 10 minute drive time standard to be set for health and fitness
facilities

Quantity

• local standards be set above existing levels of provision at
5.7 stations per 1,000 population (equivalent to an additional
70 stations – available on a ‘pay and play basis’)

Quality

• New or refurbished facilities should be developed in line with
Sport England Design Guidance Notes for health and fitness
gyms (see Appendix J for further information)
• Facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most
important by local residents – ie:


high standards of cleanliness in changing rooms



well maintained facilities



good range of activities



affordable charges

Applying local standards
5.20

In order to identify key areas of surplus/deficiency and priorities for future
development, the borough-wide standards set out above have been applied at a local
level across the six analysis areas.

5.21

Map 5.2 overleaf shows that applying a 10 minute drive time accessibility standard to
health and fitness facilities means that all residents are within this distance threshold.

.
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Map 5.2 – Health and fitness facilities/ 10 minute drive time catchments
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5.22

Whilst all residents are within a 10 minute drive time of a health and fitness facility,
application of the standard against projected population for 2026 (82,100)
demonstrates not only that demand for health and fitness will increase, but it also
highlights the uneven distribution of facilities.

5.23

As can be seen in Table 5.4 below, the majority of facilities are concentrated within
one area, with five of the eight facilities and 303 of the 357 stations being located
within the west analysis area. As such, applying the recommended standard of
provision per 1,000 population across the six analysis areas to both the current and
future population, shows that there are quantitative deficiencies in all analysis areas
with the exception of the west analysis area.

5.24

(5.7 stations per
1,000 population)

Future balanced
against local
standard

(5.7 stations per
1,000 population)

Current balanced
against local
standard

Analysis areas

Table 5.4 - Application of quantity standard

East

-83.12

-90.19

South East

-31.96

-38.27

North

-65.88

-72.57

South West

-53.27

-57.72

North East

-101.19

-110.11

West

261.61

257.89

Overall
-73.81
Green = above the standard, red = below the standard

-110.97

Application of the quantity standard highlights that:
•

the local standard has been set above the current level of supply, highlighting
the need for increase provision of publically accessible health and fitness
facilities

•

the total under supply for Tamworth is equivalent to 73 stations currently and
will equate to 110 stations by 2026, emphasising the need for increased
provision to meet future demand

•

there is a significant lack of provision in the north east and east analysis
areas, followed by the north and south west areas of the borough

•

there is also a lack of public facilities located in the west of the borough and
therefore, the cost of private facilities may be a barrier to use for residents
located in these areas. The Council should look to encourage operators to
offer increased opportunities for users to access facilities on a ‘pay and play’
basis.
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5.25

In the areas of clear deficiency, the Council should look to encourage the provision of
additional publicly accessible facilities. Priority for any new provision is given to sites
in the north east and east analysis areas, where there are the largest concentrations
of population and currently no health and fitness facilities. Followed by the north and
south west areas. These deficiencies could be addressed via the provision of a new
community leisure centre that would include a health and fitness gym with ‘pay and
play’ access, as discussed in sections three and four of this report. The preferred
location for the new facility – adjacent to the sports stadium, would address the main
area of deficiency identified in this section.
Summary of need for health and fitness facilities

5.26

Table 5.5 below shows a summary of the health and fitness analysis.

Health and fitness provision

Table 5.5 - Summary of health and fitness analysis
Quantity

Quality

Accessibility

The total supply of health
and fitness provision is
broadly equal to current
demand. However, there
are some areas of the
borough with limited/no
provision.

There is currently a high
standard of well
maintained health and
fitness facilities within the
borough, particularly at the
SnowDome and
Bannatynes.

All residents are within a
10 minute drive time of a
health and fitness facility.

Taking into consideration
population increases, the
popularity of using a gym
as a fitness activity and
the important role that
health and fitness
facilities can play in
improving health – an
overall increase in public
provision is required.

The majority of residents
in the household survey
deem the quality of health
and fitness facilities to be
average/good.

Priority for any new
provision should focus on
the north east and east
areas of the borough.
As such, the Council
should explore further the
viability of providing a
new community leisure
centre that would include
a health and fitness
facility adjacent to the
sports stadium.

5.27

There is the need for
ongoing investment at
health and fitness facilities
to ensure that the gyms,
equipment and changing
rooms remain in good
condition and continue to
meet customer
expectations.

Very uneven distribution
of facilities, with no
provision within the east,
north east and south west
analysis areas.

Uneven split between
private and ‘pay and play’
provision.

Council to consider
opportunities for
encouraging operators to
offer ‘pay and play’
access to existing health
and fitness facilities.

The priorities and actions for health and fitness facilities are summarised in Section
11.
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Synthetic Turf Pitches
6.1

Section six of this report provides information in relation to the current provision and
future need for STP facilities in Tamworth.
Current provision
Quantity

6.2

There are currently four sites within Tamworth with STP facilities, plus two additional
pitches located just outside the borough boundary at Rawlett Community Sports
College, these facilities are detailed in Table 6.1 below.
Table 6.1 – STP facilities
Facility

Type

Size

Belgrave Sports Centre

Dual

100m x 60m

QEM School

Sports Clubs/association

100m x 60m

Woodhouse School

Sports Clubs/association

100m x 60m

Castle Ground

Public

30m x 40m (2)

Rawlett College

Dual

100m x 60m
70m X 35m

6.3

The facilities include three full size (100m x 60m) sand based STPs which are all
provided on school sites - given their size and playing surface all of these facilities
are suitable for both hockey and football. In addition, there is one newly opened full
size Third Generation pitch (3G) facility at Rawlett College, plus two smaller sand
based pitches – one a Rawlett College and one at the Castle Ground suitable for
football.

6.4

There are currently no firm plans in place to develop any further STP facilities in
Tamworth (although it is acknowledged that there is a desire to provide an STP at
Wilnecote School and STP facilities at Tamworth Football Club. However, no formal
plans or feasibility work have taken place to assess either the demand or financial
viability of these proposals).
Access

6.5

The location of the existing STP facilities is shown on Map 6.1 overleaf. The map
illustrates that the facilities are reasonably well distributed across the borough and
although there is currently no provision within the east and south west analysis
areas, most local residents are within a reasonable distance of an STP facility.

6.6

With the exception of the STP facility at the Castle Ground, all of the STPs are
located on school sites. However, although these facilities are only available outside
school hours, this does not cause any major access issues, due to the fact that
demand for STPs is focused predominantly around evenings and weekends.
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Map 6.1 – STPs in Tamworth
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6.7

Access in general for disabled users was varied, with provision deemed ‘good’ at
both Wilnecote and Woodhouse and ‘poor’ at Belgrave due to there being steps
down to access the main reception. In terms of pitch access, the most common
problems were uneven walkways and paths from the car parks to the STPs, for
example at QEMS (site specific scores for wheel chair access and footpaths are
included within the supporting database supplied).
Quality

6.8

6.9

Site visits were undertaken to all of the STP facilities within the borough. The site
visits highlighted that the pitch facilities were generally of good quality:
•

pitch surfaces and fencing were generally in good condition

•

facilities appeared to be regularly cleaned/litter free

•

ancillary changing facilities were provided on-site.

The quality of facilities was particularly high at Rawlett College, with the addition of
the new 3G pitch and changing pavilion that were opened in January 2009. None of
the facilities visited were considered to be in a poor condition.
Adequacy of current provision
Provision per 1,000 population

6.10

Table 6.2 details information from Active Places Power, which shows the number of
STPs per 1,000 population in Tamworth compared to its ONS neighbours and also
against regional and national average levels.
Table 6.2 – Comparisons of STP facilities
Local authority/area

STPs per 1,000 population

England

0.03

West Midlands

0.03

Tamworth

0.04

Cannock Chase

0.00

Nuneaton and Bedworth

0.01

Redditch

0.04

Telford and Wrekin

0.04

6.11

Based on the calculations provided within APP, it can be seen that the level of STP
provision in Tamworth (per 1,000 population) is higher than both the West Midlands
regional and national averages and also higher than the levels of provision in
Cannock Chase and Nuneaton and Bedworth.

6.12

It should be noted that APP does not include any STPs that are less than 60m in
length, and therefore the pitch at Castle Grounds is excluded. Nor does it include
either of the pitches at Rawlett College as these lie outside the borough boundary
(and also the sand based pitch is less than 60m). If the full-size pitch at Rawlett
College was included in the calculations, Tamworth’s share of STP facilities per
1,000 population would increase further to 0.05 pitches per 1,000 population.
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Supply and demand Modelling
6.13

Sport England strategic planning tools APP and the FPM do not calculate an
estimated demand for STP. However, the adequacy of current STP provision is
assessed as part of the playing pitch work, which is detailed in Section seven of this
report. This work indicates that current STP provision in Tamworth is sufficient for
the purposes of both hockey clubs for competitive matches on the weekends and
football teams for mid week training.

6.14

Current issues with regards to a lack of access to training facilities identified by
sports clubs are mainly due to high demand for pitches during peak hour slots.
Research and consultation feedback

6.15

The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in
relation to STP provision is summarised in Table 6.3 (page 71). In addition, relevant
data from national participation surveys has also been considered. Of particular
relevance is key data from the Active People Surveys, which showed that 7.15% of
adults nationally played football at least once in the last four weeks, compared to
6.81% in the West Midlands region and 6.67% in Staffordshire. Whilst 0.35% of
adults both nationally and regionally played hockey at least once in the last four
weeks.

6.16

The key findings of a national research study of STP users conducted by Sport
England and sportscotland in 2007 is also of relevance. Key findings from the
report, highlight that:
•

75% of STP users are male and 25% are female (with a higher proportion of
females amongst hockey players)

•

60% of STP users are aged under 25 years whilst only 9% were aged over 44
years

•

63% of STP users were in managerial/professional occupations (compared to
44% in the UK as a whole)

•

81% of STP users have access to a car

•

76% of STP users travelled to the facility by car, whilst 14% walked

•

average journey times comprised:
-

20 minutes for football users

-

33 minutes for hockey users

•

69% of users were playing football, 22% were playing hockey, 2% were
playing rugby and 2% were playing American football

•

on average the STPs were used to 54% of capacity, however, at peak times
(Monday-Thursday 5-8pm) this figure rose to 86%. The least popular days for
STP hire are Fridays and Sundays

•

the main barriers to increased usage are a lack of availability of free slots
(29%), a lack of time (18%), cost (15%) and transport difficulties (11%).
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6.17

The household survey conducted for this study showed that 23% of respondents
indicated that they do use/have used an STP facility in Tamworth, with circa 16%
indicating that they do so on a regular (weekly) basis.
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Table 6.3 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding STP provision in Tamworth
Group

Quantity

Quality

Access

Local Residents

Survey results indicate that there is some
demand from residents for additional STP
provision – see below:

Survey results indicate that STP provision
in Tamworth is generally considered to be
average/good – see below:

Survey feedback highlighted some
difficulties accessing STP facilities – see
below:

•

household survey results indicate that
whilst 19% of respondents consider
the current STP provision to be
adequate, 49% consider there to be
not enough STP facilities

•

household survey results show that
26% of respondents rate STP facilities
as good, 24% rate them average and
11% poor

•

•

•

touchscreen survey results revealed
that 60% of respondents consider
current STP provision to be
‘insufficient’

touchscreen survey results reveal that
36% of respondents consider the STP
facilities to be good whilst 32%
consider them to be average and 4%
poor

comments made by household
survey respondents highlighted that
there were some difficulties
accessing STPs due to high
demand for peak time slots

•

•

on-line survey results revealed that
58% of respondents consider current
STP provision to be ‘insufficient’.

household survey results indicate
that 52% of respondents expect to
travel to a STP facility by car, whilst
33% expect to walk. The average
length of journey that respondents
expect to travel to a STP facility is
12 minutes for those that expect to
drive and 13 minutes for those that
expect to walk. The modal response
is 10 minutes.

•

on-line survey results revealed that
34% consider STP facilities to be good,
31% consider them to be average,
whilst 4% consider them to be poor

•

the three key aspects which household
survey respondents* consider to be
most important at a STP facility are:

•

-

a level surface

-

floodlighting

-

provision of changing facilities

the three key areas where household
survey respondents were most likely to
have experienced a problem were:
-

quality of equipment

-

poor quality/lack of changing
facilities

-

mis-use of site.

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council

Page 69

SECTION 6 – SYNTHETIC TURF PITCHES

Group

Quantity

Quality

Access

Sports Clubs/
organisations

•

a number of clubs that responded to
the survey did consider there to be a
need for more STPs in Tamworth.
However, when looking in more
detail, responses were related to a
lack of access at peak times.

•

sports clubs that responded to the club
survey indicate that the quality of
facilities is generally average to good.

•

three quarters of football club
respondents stated that they have
problems accessing local facilities
for training. The main reason given
for this was that training facilities
were often perceived to be fully
booked at peak times.

Stakeholders

•

stakeholders highlighted that there is
a range of STP facilities in Tamworth.

•

generally good quality provision which
needs to be maintained.

•

stakeholders highlighted that the
facilities are generally fully booked
at peak times.

* nb sample size responding was very small therefore, responses should be considered more as a guide than a statistically significant response
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Sub-regional perspective
6.18

The sub-regional strategy highlighted below average levels of STP provision across
the County with the total supply equating to 27 pitches. However, given above
average levels of provision per 1,000 population within Tamworth, no additional
provision was specifically highlighted within the borough.
Setting local standards

6.19

6.20

The key findings set out above highlight that:
•

there are a range STPs currently provided within the borough which are able
to offer opportunities for both football and hockey

•

the pitches are geographically well distributed across the borough

•

levels of STP provision in Tamworth are above the regional and national
averages. However, there is demand from local residents for additional
provision to alleviate high demand during peak hours

•

the quality of STP provision is generally good.

Based on the key findings set out above, and discussions with the client steering
group, the local standards for STPs have been set out below – reflecting these local
issues (additional information relating to the local standards and justification is
provided in Appendices H - K).
Key Area

Local Standard

Access

•

10 minute drive time standard be set for STP facilities

Quantity

•

local standard be set at existing levels of provision at 0.04
STPs per 1,000 population

Quality

•

new or refurbished facilities should be developed in line
with Football Association and Sport England Design
Guidance Notes for STPs (see Appendix J for further
information)

•

facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most
important by local residents – ie:
-

a level surface

-

provision of floodlighting

-

provision of changing facilities.

Applying local standards
6.21

In order to identify key areas of surplus/deficiency and priorities for future
development, the borough-wide standards set out above have been applied at a
local level across the six analysis areas – taking into consideration both the existing
population and future population, which is projected to increase to 82,100 by 2026.

6.22

Map 6.2 overleaf shows that applying a 10 minute drive time accessibility standard to
STP facilities means that all residents are within this distance threshold.
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Map 6.2 – STPs /10 minute drive time catchments
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6.23

Applying the quantity standard to the six analysis areas highlights that there are
some areas of the borough with small quantitative deficiencies.

6.25

(0.04 STPs per 1,000
population)

Future balanced
against local
standard

East

-0.58

-0.63

South East

0.48

0.44

North

0.45

0.41

South West

-0.37

-0.41

North East

0.29

0.23

West

-0.29

-0.32

-0.02

-0.28

Overall
Green = above the standard, red = below the standard

6.24

(0.04 STPs per 1,000
population)

Current balanced
against local
standard

Analysis areas

Table 6.4 - Application of quantity standard

Application of the quantity standard highlights that:
•

STP provision is above the local standard in the south east, north and north
east analysis areas

•

levels within the east, south west and west are below the local standard both
now and with future population projections

•

the total under supply for Tamworth currently equates to 0.02 STPS and by
2026 will be equivalent to 0.28 STPs

•

although there are areas (ie the east, south west and west) that are below the
local standard both now and with future population projections, the levels of
deficiency are not large enough to justify the need for an additional STP.

In addition, it is also important to acknowledge that the current levels of provision do
not include the smaller STPs at the Castle Grounds and Rawlett College and the 3G
pitch at Rawlett College (given its location just outside the borough boundary). The
inclusion of these facilities:
•

further increases the level of STP provision in the north

•

increases the level of provision in the west (above the local standard both
now and in the future)

•

increases the borough-wide levels, so that overall provision balanced against
the local standard equates to 0.01 at current population levels and -0.42
based on 2026 population projections.
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6.26

Given these calculations, and the fact that all residents are within a 10 minute drive
of an STP we suggest that efforts should be focused around ensuring that good
public access and the quality of provision is maintained at existing facilities, as
opposed to investing in new STP facilities.
Summary of need for STP facilities

6.27

Table 6.5 below shows a summary of the STP analysis.

STP provision

Table 6.5 – Summary of STP provision

6.28

Quantity

Quality

Accessibility

The level of STP
provision in Tamworth per
1,000 population is above
both regional and national
levels.

Existing pitches and
ancillary facilities are
deemed to be in
good/adequate condition.

All residents in Tamworth
have access to an STP
within the recommended
10 minute drive time.

There is a need for
ongoing investment to
ensure that the existing
facilities continue to be
maintained to a high
standard. This requires
both a programme of
regular repairs/
maintenance and
investment into sinking
funds to cover the future
costs associated with
replacing STP carpets in
the long-term.

Good distribution of
facilities across the
borough.

Whilst there are small
quantitative deficiencies
within some analysis
areas, the levels are not
sufficient to justify the
need for an additional
pitch.
High demand for pitches
at peak times for football
matches/ training may be
alleviated through
increased provision/
access to sports halls.

Council to ensure good
public access to STP
facilities on school sites is
maintained.
Providers of STPs be
encouraged to divide
pitches into smaller
playing areas to
accommodate a number
of teams at one time to
increase availability at
peak times – where not
already in place.

The priorities and actions for STPs are summarised in Section 11.
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Playing pitch provision
Introduction
7.1

This section has been developed following the methodology outlined by Sport
England in “Towards a Level Playing Field – A Manual for the Production of Playing
Pitch Strategies”.

7.2

It considers voluntary participation by adults and young people in competitive:
•

football

•

cricket

•

rugby

•

hockey.

7.3

This section presents the key findings arising from pitch specific survey work and
consultation, highlighting areas of concern and opportunity.

7.4

The following areas are considered:

7.5

•

the current picture – a review of current participation trends and playing pitch
provision in England for pitch sports and outdoor sports, at national and local
levels

•

methodology – a summary of the process advocated in ‘Towards a Level
Playing Field’

•

the current position supply and demand situation– a quantitative and
qualitative appraisal of current playing pitches across Tamworth and an
evaluation of demand for pitches in the borough

•

application of Sport England’s Playing Pitch Methodology (PPM).

The priorities for the future delivery of pitch sports across the borough are
summarised in Section 11.
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Context
Active People survey
7.6

The Sport England Active People surveys 2005/6 (Active People Survey 1) and
2007/8 (Active People Survey 2), suggest that football is one of the top three sports
in terms of increase in participation, with an additional 122,000 people taking up the
game between the two surveys.

7.7

The breakdown of participation by sports affecting this playing pitch strategy, and the
change in participation between Active People Survey One and Active People Survey
Two, is shown in Table 7.1 below.
Table 7.1 - Sport by sport results – Active People Survey 1 and 2

Sport and
recreational
activities

Football (all)

% of the adult
population (16 plus)
taking part at least
once a week – 2008

4.97

5.15

+0.21 (statistically
significant)

Cricket

0.48

0.49

+0.01 (not
statistically
significant)

Rugby Union

0.48

0.49

+0.10 (statistically
significant)

0.24

+0.01 (not
statistically
significant)

Hockey (field)

7.8

% change in
participation

% of the adult
population (16
plus) taking part at
least once a week –
2006

0.23

Key national statistics, trends, issues and implications for future demand for playing
pitches are outlined in Table 7.2. This information is based on Sport England
National Governing Body (NGB) guidance packs that outline the participation status
for each sport. This context will be important in determining the future demand for
pitch sports in Tamworth.

Football

Table 7.2 - National trends in pitch sports
Key facts

Key trends

Implication for pitches
and ancillary facilities

1.47 million young people
aged 11-15 participate in
football regularly

More children are
playing due to popularity
of mini soccer

More mini soccer and
junior pitches are
needed

Female participation has
risen 21%, equating to
35,000 more players

More women are playing
the game

Improved quality of
ancillary facilities and in
particular dedicated
changing facilities
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Key facts

Key trends

Implication for pitches
and ancillary facilities

Informal 5-a-side football
has grown in popularity in
recent years

More mid-week fixtures
(often five-a-side
leagues) and more nongrass pitches

Players defecting to fivea-side, therefore
additional synthetic turf
and indoor space may
be required

The Active People survey
indicates that 7.1% of the
active population now play
football regularly, making
football the 5th most
popular sport in the UK in
terms of participation, with
2.9 million participants

More pitches will be
needed

The vast number of
children playing minisoccer will result in the
need for more junior and
mini pitches in the future
and in the long term,
adult pitches.

28% of cricketers are aged
16-19, compared to 12%
who have participated in
any sport or active
recreation

Increased participation
by young people

More pitches used for
Kwik cricket and new
mobile pitches
introduced in schools

Female participation has
risen from 0.14% to 0.19%,
a rise of 0.05 percent. This
represents a change from
16,000 to 29,000
participants, 13,000
additional female
participants.

Increased participation
by women

Improved access
needed to quality
training pitches and
improved ancillary
facilities in smaller clubs
is required

England won The Ashes in
2005 and subsequently
lost the series in 2007.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board has
reported a 50% increase
in participation across all
forms of cricket

Increased pressure on
pitch availability, and
requirements for
additional ancillary
accommodation

Rugby - Making An Impact
is the most comprehensive
study into participation
trends in rugby union in
England. 254 ex-players,
193 people involved in
rugby at all levels, and
1,708 members of the
public were interviewed
between January and April
2003.

Rugby union is predicted
to grow by 0.1% from
0.6% to 0.7% between
2005 and 2013. This
represents a 17%
change

Clubs will be targeted to
ensure they can run
additional teams,
therefore the demand for
pitches will at least
remain static or
potentially increase
(positive outcome of
Rugby World Cup 2007
may have had an
impact)

The Active People survey
indicates that rugby is the
21st most popular sport in
the UK, with participation
rates of 0.7%.

Many initiatives are in
place to increase
opportunities and
promote the sport

May require better
quality pitches with
ancillary facilities and
increased promotion of
junior rugby

Women’s participation has
increased significantly in
recent years.

Increase in participation
by women. Women’s
rugby is still a minority
sport but is stronger
than ever, particularly in
universities

Improved clubhouse
facilities and increased
access to pitches
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Key facts

Key trends

Implication for pitches
and ancillary facilities

Hockey is one of top five
most popular games in
schools, although adult
participation has declined
recently and the number of
children citing it as
enjoyable has dropped
from 13% to 10%. The
Active People survey
indicates that 0.3% of the
population participate in
hockey.

Slight decline in youth
participation. Emphasis
therefore is placed on
promoting hockey
among young people to
secure the future of the
game. However, many
clubs still do not have
access to STPs

Continuing requirement
for STPs and improved
clubhouse facilities to
meet league
requirements and to
encourage club/team
formation may be
required

Current Provision
Quantity
7.9

7.10

There are a total of 78 pitches in the borough. This figure includes all known public,
private, school and other pitches whether they are in secured public use or not. The
full audit of pitches can be seen in Appendix L. The existing pitches comprise of the
following:
•

43 adult football pitches

•

19 junior football pitches

•

8 mini football pitches

•

1 cricket pitch

•

4 rugby union pitches

•

3 synthetic turf pitches.

Of these 78 pitches, 48 (62%) are full-size adult football, cricket and rugby pitches.
This equates to circa one pitch for every 1,221 adults in Tamworth. This ratio of
pitches to adults compares poorly with many other authorities for which data is
currently available (from PMP’s database) as shown in Table 7. Furthermore, the
number of pitches to adults is below the national average.
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Table 7.3 – Ratio of pitches per 1000 adults
Local Authority

7.11

Ratio (Pitches: adults)

Kennett District Council

1:365

St Albans City and District Council

1:540

Chichester District Council

1:599

South Somerset District Council

1:608

Halton Borough Council

1:677

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council

1:761

Lichfield District Council

1:766

North Lincolnshire Council

1:773

North Wiltshire District Council

1:804

Derwentside District Council

1:815

Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

1:867

South Ribble Borough Council

1:891

Swindon

1:926

Adur District Council

1:947

Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council

1:968

England

1:989

Ipswich Borough Council

1:992

Northamptonshire County

1:1,015

St Helens

1:1,050

Portsmouth City Council

1:1,100

Tamworth Borough Council

1:1,221

Sandwell MBC

1:1,327

Wolverhampton City Council

1:1,537

In addition to the grass pitches, there are three full size synthetic turf pitches within
Tamworth. All these pitches are located on school sites, however, formal community
use agreements are in place at these sites.
Accessibility

7.12

In line with ‘Towards a Level Playing Field: A manual for the Production of a Playing
Pitch Strategy’ (Sport England and CCPR 2003), our definition of ‘community pitches’
is those pitches with ‘secured community use’.

7.13

In practice this definition embraces:
•

pitches which are in local authority management or other public ownership or
management
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7.14

•

any facilities owned, used or maintained by clubs/private individuals which as
a matter of policy or practice are available for use by large sections of the
public through membership of a club or admission fee. In either case the ‘cost
of use’ must be reasonable and affordable for the majority of the community.
‘Reasonable cost’ implies that pitch hire rates are broadly similar to other
public sector provided pitches

•

pitches at education sites which are available for use by the public through
formal community use arrangements. However, no formal community use
arrangements are in place in Tamworth

•

any other institutional facilities which are available to the public as a result of
formal dual/community agreements.

Of the 78 pitches identified, 62 (80%) are secured for use by the local community.
As demonstrated in Table 7.4, 80% ranks Tamworth very highly in comparison to
other local authorities in PMP’s database. School pitches that are used informally by
the community are not included within the 80%. It is important to note that
comparisons are made for information only, from a sample of other authorities that
PMP has completed work for.
Table 7.4 – Percentage of secured community pitches
Local authority

% of pitches secured for community use

Ipswich Borough Council

84%

Tamworth Borough Council

80%

North Lincolnshire Council

77%

Bromsgrove District Council

75%

Wolverhampton City Council

73%

Croydon Borough Council

72%

South Somerset District Council

69%

Sandwell MBC

67%

Worcestershire County

66%

Lichfield District Council

65%

Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

64%

Maidstone Borough Council

61%

Mid Devon District Council

57%

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council

56%

Swindon Borough Council

55%

Halton Borough Council

54%

Adur District Council

53%

St Albans City and District Council

49%

South Ribble Borough Council

47%

Derwentside District Council

47%

Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council

44%
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Local authority

% of pitches secured for community use

Chichester District Council

43%

Location of pitches
7.15

The location of the existing pitches in Tamworth has been considered, using the
geographical areas outlined in Section 1.

7.16

Table 7.5 illustrates the area of playing pitches (in hectares) available for community
use in each area and the proportion of the total pitches available.
Table 7.5 – Distribution of pitches in Tamworth

Total playing pitch
area (hectares)

Total playing pitch
area with secured
community use
(hectares)

7.82

5.82

74.4%

South East

12.06

11.56

95.9%

North

13.80

10.80

78.3%

South West

2.50

0.00

0.0%

North East

21.04

19.54

92.9%

West

1.86

0.86

46.2%

Total

59.08

48.58

82.2%

Sub-area

East

% of playing pitch
area with secured
community use

7.17

In total there are 59.08 hectares of playing pitches across Tamworth. 82% of this
total area is secured for community use (including synthetic turf pitches).

7.18

The largest total area of playing pitches is found in the North East, with a total area of
21.04 hectares. This area also has the greatest amount of available pitch space
(19.54 hectares).

7.19

Although the North East has both the highest amount of pitch space and community
pitch space, the South East has highest proportion of playing pitch area secured for
community use (95.9%).

7.20

The distribution of pitches by ward and neighbourhood area is set out in Appendix L.
The location of pitches across the borough is illustrated in Map 7.1 overleaf. This
map outlines the location of pitches and the type of community use available.
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Map 7.1 – Provision of grass pitches in Tamworth
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Ownership
7.21

Table 7.6 below illustrates the ownership of all pitches. It can be seen that the
Council and the Local Education Authority (LEA) are the largest overall providers
across the borough.

7.22

Only three pitches are owned by the private / voluntary sector.

Nr of artificial hockey pitches

Nr of junior rugby union pitches

Nr of adult rugby union pitches

26

0

8

0

3

0

1

LEA

15

19

0

0

1

0

2

Other education

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Parish Council

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Private/voluntary

2

0

0

1

0

0

0

43

19

8

1

4

0

3

Nr of cricket pitches

Nr of adult football pitches

Borough council

Nr of mini football pitches

Ownership

Total

7.23

Nr of junior football pitches

Table 7.6 – Ownership of all playing pitches in Tamworth

Table 7.7 overleaf summarises the ownership of community pitches in Tamworth.
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Nr of artificial (hockey) pitches

Nr of junior rugby union pitches

Nr of adult rugby union pitches

27

0

8

0

3

0

1

LEA

15

3

0

0

1

0

2

Other education

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Parish council

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Private/corporate

2

0

0

1

0

0

0

43

3

8

1

4

0

3

Nr of cricket pitches

Nr of adult football pitches

Local authority

Nr of mini football pitches

Ownership

Total

7.24

Nr of junior football pitches

Table 7.7 – Ownership of community pitches in Tamworth

Table 7.7 above indicates that in addition to schools being key providers of pitches in
the borough, there are also a large number of pitches with formal community use
agreements. This reinforces the important role that schools play in the provision of
sports facilities in Tamworth.
Quality of pitches

7.25

Perceived quality of pitches (and ancillary facilities) is almost as important as actual
quality as the perceptions of users or potential users can easily change patterns of
use.

7.26

Site assessments were undertaken by PMP using the site assessment matrix
provided as part of the ‘Towards a Level Playing Field’ guidance. It is important to
note that the assessments represent a snap shot in time and therefore any natural
influences such as the weather may affect the quality of the pitches. Scores for each
pitch are provided in Appendix M.
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Site facilities
7.27

7.28

The site assessment matrix rates both the overall facilities (changing rooms, parking,
etc) and the pitches themselves. The percentage scores for the overall site are
broken down as follows:
•

over 90% - excellent

•

60% to 89% - good

•

40% to 59% - average

•

30% to 39% - poor

•

less than 30% - very poor.

Table 7.8 summarises the ratings awarded to site facilities across Tamworth.
Table 7.8 – Quality of site facilities in Tamworth
Quality of site facilities

Proportion of sites in this
category

Excellent

10%

Good

32%

Average

11%

Poor

47%

Very poor

0%

7.29

No sites achieved a score that ranks the overall quality of facilities as excellent.

7.30

Nine sites scored 30% and below (47%), indicating that the quality of facilities is
poor. Eight of these sites are owned by the Borough Council and the main reasons
for the poor scores are no changing facilities and a lack of dedicated car parking.
However, although there is a lack of car parking and ancillary accommodation, these
facilities are difficult to provide on Borough Council owned sites as many of the
pitches are located on public open spaces.

7.31

The mean score across all sites was 46% indicating that quality of facilities is
average. This suggests that the provision of changing facilities and improved car
parking may be a future priority. However, it is important to note that any requirement
for on-site facilities is dependent on the current usage or status of a site.
Pitch quality

7.32

The percentage scores for pitches are broken down as follows:
•

over 90% - excellent pitch

•

65% to 90% - good pitch

•

55% to 64% - average pitch

•

30% to 54% - below average pitch
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•
7.33

less than 30% - poor pitch.

The ratings for each individual pitch at each site can be found in Appendix M. Table
7.9 summarises the ratings awarded to pitches across Tamworth.
Table 7.9 – Quality of playing pitches across Tamworth
Quality of pitch

Proportion of pitches in this
category

Excellent

0%

Good

42%

Average

47%

Below average

11%

Poor

0%

7.34

The overall results for the quality of pitches indicate that the significant majority of
pitches are rated as either average (47%) or good (42%). No pitches were rated as
poor.

7.35

The most highly rated pitches were:

7.36

7.37

•

Bolehall Swifts FC (75%)

•

Woodhouse School (72%)

•

Belgrave Sports Centre (71%)

•

Anker Valley (66%).

The poorest pitches in the Borough were considered to be:
•

Buckingham Road (57%)

•

Moor Street Football Pitch (55%)

•

Rene Road Recreation Ground (54%)

•

Queen Elizabeths Mercian School (53%).

Site specific issues raised on Council owned and managed pitches included:
•

Anker Valley – the quality of pitches is generally good, however pitch 4
suffers from poor drainage

•

Belgrave Sports Centre – the quality of pitches at this site is generally good,
however litter can be found on some pitches

•

Buckingham Road – no changing facilities are located on this site and there is
no dedicated car parking. The grass coverage and evenness of pitches is
considered to be poor and there are litter problems
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•

Callis Cottage Playing Fields – no dedicated car parking and changing
facilities at this site. Grass coverage is considered to be poor and the
goalposts are in need of repainting

•

Deltic Football Pitch –the site contains no changing facilities or dedicated car
parking. The length of grass is considered to be too long and the goalmouths
have poor grass coverage

•

Glascote Recreation Ground – this is an average quality pitch, however there
are no changing facilities or dedicated parking

•

Lintley Playing Fields – the quality of pitches is generally average, however
there are no changing facilities or car parking and there are no permanent
goalposts

•

Moor Street Football Pitch – the quality of the pitch is average, however grass
coverage is considered to be poor and litter is an issue

•

Rene Road Recreation Ground – the quality of pitches is below average. The
slope of pitches and grass coverage are poor

•

Wigginton Park – the quality of pitches is generally good, however car parking
is limited and away from the site. Goal posts are in need of repainting.

Research and Consultation
Demand
7.38

Table 7.10 outlines the number of clubs and teams for football, rugby, cricket and
hockey currently playing in Tamworth. A full list of teams can be found in Appendix L.
Table 7.10 – Teams within Tamworth

7.39

Sport

Number of clubs

Number of teams

Football

50

154

Cricket

1

2

Rugby Union

1

17

Hockey

1

10

Total

53

183

Of the 183 teams currently playing in Tamworth, over three quarters are football
teams (84%). Of the football teams, 32% (51) are adult teams. The remaining 68% of
teams are made up of junior and mini sides. This is reflective of the national trends,
which indicate that participation in mini and junior football is growing.
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7.40

It is important to note that the PPM only considers teams which play their home
matches on pitches within the borough. A number of clubs based within Tamworth
play outside the borough. However these teams indicated that their current home
venue is their preferred venues, these teams are as follows:
•

Tamworth Girls

•

Wigginton FC

•

Winning Post.

User perceptions
7.41

The key issues in terms of participation, facilities used, issues experienced by clubs
and development opportunities are summarised in tables 7.11 – 7.14 overleaf. The
issues raised in local strategic documents relating directly to each sport are also
highlighted in these tables.
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Table 7.11 – Football in Tamworth
Consultee

Issue

Status in Tamworth

Sports clubs

Membership

Football is the most popular team sport in terms of participation in Tamworth with a total of 154 teams, excluding the
semi-professional/professional sides. 70% of responding clubs indicated that membership had expanded over the past
five years and only one club suggested that membership had declined. All clubs indicated that increasing membership
is a key aim for the future.
Of the clubs that indicated they were expanding their main issues related to a lack of funding, both internal and
external. Half of responding clubs (50%) suggest that the cost of facilities was prohibitive to use.

Standard of play

There are a several leagues that cater for teams from the Tamworth area. These leagues extend into the rest of the
county towards Lichfield in the north and Birmingham in the south. This means that there is a lot of cross border travel.
The two primary leagues are:
•

Tamworth and District Sunday Football League which plays Sunday mornings

•

Tamworth Junior Football League which play on Saturday mornings and afternoons.

The leagues above are considered to be part-time social leagues. A number of semi-professional teams also play
within the borough boundaries.
The majority of adult football in Tamworth is played on a Sunday morning and junior and mini football on Saturday
afternoons, these are therefore the peak day/times for football.
Facilities used

The major Council owned site for football is at Anker Valley. This site contains 16 football pitches and site assessments
found that the quality of pitches in generally good. A full audit of scores is provided at Appendix M. These pitches
provide the main central venue for football in the borough.
In addition to Anker Valley, there is a network of smaller Council owned sites such as Ninefoot Playing Fields and
Buckingham Road Football Pitches that are used extensively by football teams. Many of these pitches provide home
venues for a handful of teams in the borough.
There are seven schools that have secure community use and three schools which allow informal community use.

Issues

The main quality, quantity and accessibility issues highlighted through site assessments and consultations were:
•

the majority of respondents to the sports club questionnaire indicated that the quantity of pitches was either
average (30%) or good (30%). Encouragingly 20% of respondents stated that the provision of pitches was very
good – this suggests that overall there are positive perceptions of the adequacy of pitches in Tamworth

•

in addition to the above, all clubs indicated that their current home pitch is their preferred match venue
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Consultee

League
secretaries

Issue

Status in Tamworth
•

nearly two thirds of clubs indicated that they do not have problems accessing facilities for competitive play.
However, three quarters of respondents stated that they have problems accessing local facilities for training. The
main reason given for this was that training facilities were perceived to be often booked up, particularly at peak
times

•

half of respondents to the sports club questionnaire considered the quality of pitches to be average. 40% of stated
that the quality of pitches was good. The length of grass and changing facilities in particular were highlighted as
good. Although the quality of pitches was generally perceived to be average, drainage was highlighted as an
issue at some pitch sites. Again, overall, this suggests that there are positive perceptions of pitch provision

•

Anker Valley was specifically highlighted as a very good site by football clubs. However, a lack of changing
facilities at Council owned pitches was identified as a key issue

•

a difference in opinion regarding the condition of facilities was evident, with 36% indicating that the quality of
pitches had improved and 36% stating that the quality of pitches had deteriorated. 27% of clubs felt that the
quality of facilities had neither improved nor deteriorated

•

over half of the respondents to the sports club questionnaire felt that they do not get good value for money for the
cost of hiring pitches in relation to their quality.

Consultation with league secretaries revealed few issues with regards to the quantity of pitches across the borough.
However, the secretary for the Tamworth and District Football League stated that there has been an increase in the
number of teams competing in the league and they cannot always accommodate the extra demand.
The provision of training facilities was perceived to be sufficient. Although secretaries indicated that some clubs
suggest that there is a lack of local training facilities they stated this was purely due to timing issues, with many clubs
wanting to train at the same time.
It was perceived that the quality of pitches was generally good. Council owned pitches were considered to be well
maintained and Anker Valley was specifically highlighted as an excellent site. A key reason for this was perceived to be
that the site has recently been fenced off, prohibiting unofficial use.
Unofficial use at other pitches was identified as an issue, with this considered to reduce the quality of the pitches. Rene
Road Recreation Ground was considered to be a poor quality site and Deltic Football Pitch was highlighted as suffering
from vandalism. Drainage was highlighted as an issue at Glascote Recreation Ground and one of the pitches at
Ninefoot Playing Fields.
Changing facilities were considered to be good quality with league secretaries indicating that they receive no
complaints from clubs in the league.
No issues with access to facilities were identified.
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Consultee
Staffordshire
Football
Association

Issue

Status in Tamworth
The core priorities identified for football in Staffordshire are to:
•

develop a network of 3G pitches

•

promote multi pitch sites

•

support the Building Schools for The Future (BSF) programme and increase community access to school sites

•

develop sites suitable to implement and develop football.

Staffordshire Football Association Strategy 2008 - 2011
The Staffordshire County FA’s strategy sets out the vision, key priorities and targets for investment into grassroots
football from 1 July 2008 until 30 June 2012. The strategy contributes to the delivery of The FA’s National Game
Strategy over the next four years. The Staffordshire County FA’s purpose is to lead the successful development of
football within the County and to increase the participation, quality and enjoyment of football.
Several targets are set in this strategy which have direct implications for this PPS, specifically:
•

growth and retention targets for players and teams, with targets for the period 2008 to 2012 of:
-

mini soccer 0.7% growth

-

youth male 1.8% growth

-

youth female 61% growth

-

adult male 2.4% growth

-

adult female 19.4% growth

•

a target for increased investment in football facilities from £9.2 million in 2008 to £14.5 million in 2012

•

core activities for improved facilities as follows:
-

develop a network of 3G pitches

-

promote multi pitch sites

-

support the BSF programme and increase community access to school sites

-

develop sites suitable to implement and develop football.
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Consultee

Issue

Status in Tamworth
Staffordshire FA Girls and Womens Football Development Plan 2009
The vision of the plan is to:
•

create football opportunities for girls and women and support the development of the female game

•

develop and sustain a female football workforce to help develop clubs

•

provide opportunities for people with disabilities and Black and Ethnic Minority (BME) groups

•

support and develop County Talent ID programmes.

Targets of particular relevance to this Playing Pitch Strategy include:
•

a target of 28 new girls and women’s teams

•

to support and increase the number of teams in the Staffordshire County Women’s League

•

to provide school leagues/competitions in each district of the County.
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Table 7.12 - Rugby in Tamworth
Consultee

Issues

Status in Tamworth

Club

Membership

Tamworth RUFC are the only club located in Tamworth. The club comprises of 17 teams of which 11 teams are junior
male, four adult male, one adult female and one veteran’s team. The club indicated that membership had increased
over the past five years.

Standard of play

The men’s first team currently play in the Midlands Division North West 4. Matches in this league take place on
Saturday afternoons. The other teams play in various leagues in the region.

Facilities used

The club currently leases pitches from Tamworth Borough Council at Wigginton Park in Tamworth. There are three
pitches and a clubhouse located on this site.

Issues and
constraints

The club indicated that facilities for rugby are poor. It was stated that there are not enough pitches to accommodate all
the teams at the club. In addition to this, the club indicated that there is a lack of floodlit training facilities.
The club stated that the overall quality of pitches is average. However, line markings and the length of grass were
considered to be good, suggesting that maintenance is not problematic. Drainage and ancillary accommodation
(changing facilities and car parking) were perceived to be the areas most in need of improvement.
Although the club indicated that there is a lack of floodlit local training facilities, it was stated that Tamworth RUFC are
in the process of applying for planning permission to increase the number of pitches and provide a flood lit training area
on site. Furthermore, the club indicated that they are also planning to improve the changing facilities at Wigginton Park.

Rugby
Football
Union (RFU)

The RFU are supportive of the following development plans for Tamworth RUFC
•

improving pitch drainage

•

the installation of floodlighting for a training pitch

•

the refurbishment of the changing facilities and club house.
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Table 7.13 – Cricket in Tamworth
Consultee

Issue

Status in Tamworth

Wilnecote
Cricket Club

Membership

Wilnecote Cricket Club is the only cricket club located within Tamworth. The club comprises of two adult teams.

Standard of play

The club currently plays in Division 5 of the Lichfield and District Cricket League, with matches taking place on
Saturday afternoons.

Facilities used

The club currently owns its facility at Wilnecote Sports and Recreation Ground.

Issues

No issues were identified.

League
secretaries

No response to consultation.

Staffordshire
Cricket Board

Staffordshire Cricket Board aims to ensure a high quality level of cricket provision within clubs and schools and in
particular works with Focus Clubs to improve the quality of facilities and improve player pathways and developmental
opportunities. There are no focus clubs in Tamworth.
Staffordshire Cricket Strategic Plan 2008 - 2011
The Staffordshire Cricket Strategic Plan aims to support the national strategy for cricket by developing cricket in the
region and achieving a high quality delivery mechanism.
The plan identifies a number of key performance indicators. Those of relevance to this strategy are as follows:
•

ensuring a high quality level of cricket provision within clubs and schools

•

achieving 43,000 participants, equating to 950 per focus club

•

increase the number of members of focus clubs to 23,400.
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Table 7.14 – Hockey in Tamworth
Consultee

Issues

Status in Tamworth

Club

Membership

Tamworth Hockey Club is the only hockey club located in the borough. The club is comprised of the following teams:

Standard of play

•

four adult male

•

four adult female

•

one junior male

•

one junior female.

The men’s first, second and third teams currently play in the Midland Regional Hockey Association East Midlands
Leagues. The women’s first team currently play in the Midlands Region Womens League Feeder West. The women’s
second and third teams play in the Staffordshire Womens Hockey Leagues.
The club also has a number of teams competing in cup competitions.

Facilities used

The club’s main match venues are at the synthetic turf pitches located at Woodhouse Sports Centre and Queen
Elizabeths Mercian School. Both of these facilities are owned by the individual schools and are rented out to other
sports clubs in the borough for training.

Issues and
constraints

No issues were identified by the club.
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7.42

The remainder of this section draws on the findings of the supply and demand
analysis to identify key issues and a future delivery strategy for pitches in Tamworth.
Adequacy of current provision – The Playing Pitch Methodology

7.43

The Playing Pitch Methodology (PPM) comprises eight stages. Stages 1 to 6 involve
numerical calculations, whilst Stages 7 and 8 develop issues and solutions. The
methodology is employed to analyse the adequacy of current provision and to assess
possible future situations, in order that latent and future demand (identified through
Team Generation Rates), and the problems with quality, use and capacity of existing
pitches can be taken into account. The increase in population is considered by
modelling a future year scenario – in this case, 2026. Potential changes to the pitch
stock over that time are also taken into consideration.

7.44

It is implicit to the methodology that each sport is dealt with individually with a specific
set of calculations for each because, despite some superficial similarities, they exhibit
very different patterns of play.

7.45

We have further subdivided the analysis of some sports to deal with specific subsectors of activity within them, eg junior play or adult play, in order that important
aspects are not submerged in aggregated data. Football and rugby have been
subdivided in this manner, whereas no differentiation has been made between junior
and senior cricket and junior and senior hockey teams as they play on pitches of
similar dimensions.

7.46

As the playing pitch strategy is a peak day model, we have determined on which day
teams/leagues wish to play their fixtures, as well as the peak time (AM or PM). The
methodology also considers the ability of pitches to sustain play on the peak day and
at the peak time. In Tamworth, almost all adult football teams wish to play on a
Sunday, meaning that demand at the peak time is particularly high.
Pitch Quality - Carrying capacity

7.47

There is no formula for calculating the carrying capacity of pitches, as it is dependent
on a wide range of factors such as weather conditions, age/weight of users, quality of
players etc. However, through local knowledge, user surveys, site visits, interviews
and an analysis of usage patterns from the previous season, it is possible to estimate
the approximate capacity of each pitch.

7.48

In calculating the carrying capacity of a pitch, the following should be considered:
•

what proportion of games are cancelled on the pitch due to poor pitch
condition?

•

is the condition of the pitch declining over the season?

•

what is the maintenance regime for the pitch at present?

•

could the capacity of the pitch be improved by enhanced maintenance?

•

to what extent are pitches required to accommodate training activity?
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7.49

The weighting system used to account for the carrying capacity of pitches is outlined
in Table 7.15. The standard PPM assumes that pitches are able to take two games
per week. However, if a pitch is of particularly good quality, it may be able to
accommodate more than two matches per week, hence a higher weighting. If, on the
other hand, the pitch in question is only able to accommodate one match, it is
equivalent to half a pitch – able to take one game per week.

7.50

Increasing the quality of a pitch will therefore increase the capacity of a pitch and
reduce the overall number of facilities required. Qualitative improvements are
therefore likely to be as important as the provision of additional pitches.
Table 7.15 – Carrying capacity of each type of pitch
Carrying Capacity

Multiplication Factor

Three matches (or more) per week

1.5

Two matches

1.0

One match per week

0.5

One match or less per fortnight

0.25

7.51

In light of lower levels of wear and tear generated by young players, and the short
duration of matches, mini football pitches are considered able to sustain three or four
games per week without detrimental impact on the pitches.

7.52

Pitches considered able to sustain less than two games per week were:

7.53

•

Buckingham Road Football Pitches

•

Moor Street Football Pitch.

Synthetic hockey pitches are not affected by the conditions discussed above as wear
and tear on these pitches does not occur to the same degree as grass. These
pitches have therefore been considered able to take four games on the peak day,
although this is dependent on flexible programming of matches to ensure this is
feasible. Grass hockey pitches are no longer used for competitive senior matches
and have therefore been excluded.
PPM Calculations

7.54

Table 7.16 shows the calculations undertaken to determine the surplus/deficit of
pitches in Tamworth. Explanatory notes are outlined below.
•

as per PPM guidance, it is assumed that all football and rugby teams play a
home match every fortnight. However, for cricket teams it is assumed that
many teams play home matches more than every fortnight (ie mid-week
matches, ground hire to work teams etc), hence the figure of 0.7

•

data has been determined by a combination of questionnaire responses,
telephone interviews and discussions with league secretaries. Figures are
approximate and it is acknowledged that these may change weekly

•

the figures highlighted in Red or Green represent the peak day demand.
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Table 7.16 – PPM calculations for Tamworth Borough Council
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