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 1. Introduction 

01 
Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this paper is to provide an update of the Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports 
Strategy that was developed in May 2009. The paper will provide updated information on 
the strategic framework, audit and the assessment and needs analysis of the facilities now 
available in Tamworth 5 years on. 

1.2 This strategy will be used to inform investment decisions and provide an evidence base for 
Tamworth Borough Council’s (the Council’s) Local Plan.  

1.3 The ultimate aims of the previous strategy still remains i.e. to provide strategic guidance on 
how best to deliver high quality, accessible sport and recreation facilities which are 
essential if the Council is to achieve key local and national targets such as increasing 
participation, reducing health inequalities and helping its residents lead healthy and active 
lifestyles.  

Scope 

1.4 The scope of this strategy update contains the same facility types as the 2009 strategy with 
some additions, highlighted in italics in the table below. 

Table 1.1 – Indoor and outdoor sports facilities included in the study 

Indoor Facilities Outdoor Facilities 

 swimming pools 

 sports halls (including community centres) 

 health and fitness gyms 

 ice skating facilities 

 indoor ski facilities 

 boxing facilities 

 indoor tennis centres 

 indoor bowls facilities 

 squash courts 

 grass pitches  

 synthetic turf pitches 

 athletics tracks 

 golf courses 

 bowling greens 

 tennis courts 

 multi-use play areas (MUPAs) 

 skate parks 

 BMX tracks 

 

1.5 The strategy update has been developed in accordance with the principles of Sport 
England’s ‘Assessing needs and opportunities - guide for indoor and outdoor sports facilities’ 
and incorporates a playing pitch strategy which has been developed in accordance with the 
principles of Sport England’s ‘Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance - An approach to developing 
and delivering a playing pitch strategy’. The principles of these guidance documents have 
been followed wherever possible bearing in mind that this constitutes an update of a robust 
existing strategy with strict timescales available for the completion of the update.  
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Methodology 

1.6 A breakdown of the methodology utilised to update the strategy is contained in Appendix A. 
This also highlights areas which we have deviated from the Sport England Assessing Needs 
and Opportunities Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports Facilities Guidance and the Playing 
Pitch Strategy Guidance and highlighted the actions required to be undertaken in the next 
12 months by the Council. 

Structure of the Strategy Update 

1.7 The remainder of this paper is structured as follows: 

 Section 2 – Strategic Context; 

 Section 3 – Swimming Pools; 

 Section 4 – Sports Halls; 

 Section 5 – Health and Fitness; 

 Section 6 – Playing Pitch Strategy; 

 Section 7 – MUPA’s and Skate Parks; 

 Section 8 – Sport Specific Indoor Provision; 

 Section 9 – Sport Specific Outdoor Provision; and 

 Section 10 – Summary and Conclusions. 

1.8 Further information is provided within the supporting appendices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Strategic Context 

Introduction 02 
2.1 The total population of Tamworth according to the Census 2011 is 76,813 of which circa 

61,000 (80.1%) are aged above 16 years old. This is a minor increase on the 75,400 
population figure utilised within the 2009 strategy.  

2.2 According to ONS Subnational Population Projections from 2012, the population is 
expected to increase to 82,500 by 2031 and this is also a minor increase from the 
previous Strategy (82,000 people by 2026). This should be reviewed if any potential 
housing developments on the periphery of the Borough are pursued which will have an 
impact on the future population projections. 

2.3 The target age group for sport and physical exercise are the ages 16-44 years and 
Tamworth has circa 30,000 people (38.9%) in this group, which is lower than the 
national average of England (39.4%). 

2.4 Table 2.1 below shows the existing population in comparison to the region and the 
country. 

Table 2.1 – Age profile of the Borough of Tamworth  

Age (years) Tamworth West Midlands England 

0-15 years 19.9% 19.6% 18.9% 

16-24 years 11.2% 12.1% 11.9% 

25-44 years 27.7% 26.3% 27.5% 

45-59 years 20.1% 19.2% 19.4% 

60-74 years 15.0% 15.0% 14.6% 

75+ years 6.1% 7.9% 7.8% 

 

2.5 The highlighted cells in the table show the areas in which the population in Tamworth 
is above or equal to both the regional and national average. The table shows that there 
are a higher amount of people in the ages 0-15 years and 25-74 years in Tamworth. 
Despite the 16-24 age group being below average and being a key target group for 
exercise, the overall results are positive with the 25-44 age group. 

2.6 However it should be noted that due to increases in the life expectancy across the 
nation, as time moves forward, the above average 25-74 years age group will create an 
ageing population for the Borough. 
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Deprivation 

2.7 The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010 (IMD 2010) is a way of identifying deprived 
areas. There are seven LSOAs in Tamworth that fall within the most deprived fifth of 
areas in England making up 13% of its population. These areas fall within Glascote, 
Belgrave, Amington, Castle and Stonydelph. 

2.8 According to the Census 2011, there are circa 59,000 people economically active in 
Tamworth of which 2,541 are unemployed (4.5%). This is below the West Midlands 
average of 5.1% but slightly above the national average of 4.4%. 

2.9 In terms of the amount of people with access to a van or car, 79.4% of households have 
one or more cars in or vans in the household which is significantly above the West 
Midlands average of 75.3% and England of 74.2%. Therefore, the people of Tamworth 
have greater access to their own transport methods which they may use to access sport 
and leisure facilities.  

Health 

2.10 The Census 2011 calculates the general health of the population. In Tamworth, circa 
62,000 people or 80.8% classify themselves as in ‘very good’ or ‘good’ health. This is 
above the West Midlands figure of 79.9% but below England (81.4%). This trend also 
repeats itself for those who are classed as in ‘very bad’ or ‘bad’ health with 5.7% in 
Tamworth compared to 6.1% regionally and 5.4% nationally. The remaining people are 
classed as in ‘fair’ health. Therefore, Tamworth is healthier than the West Midlands 
region but improvements could be made to increase above the national average. 

2.11 The table 2.2 below states some key statistics from Tamworth’s Public Health England 
Profile 2013 in comparison to the England average. 

Table 2.2 – Key Health Statistics for Tamworth 

Key Statistics Tamworth England 

Teenage Pregnancy 51.9% 34.0% 

Adults Smoking 20.2% 20.0% 

Increasing and Higher Risk Drinking 22.7% 22.3% 

Healthy Eating Adults 21.9% 28.7% 

Obese Adults 30.7% 24.2% 

 

2.12 As you can see by the table, four of the five statistics are all above average, with a 
significantly high teenage pregnancy rate in Tamworth by circa 18%. In terms of adult 
smoking and drinking, the stats are only slightly above the national average and less of 
a concern. Finally, Tamworth also is above average for the amount of obese adults by 
circa 7%. Therefore, Tamworth has health issues that could be targeted by increasing 
physical activity participation in the area, particularly in relation to obesity. 
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Sport England Key Performance Indicators for Shropshire 

2.13 Sport England, the Governments agency for sport measure 5 key areas in relation to 
sport activity. The table below sets out the performance of Tamworth compared to 
West Midlands and England.  

Table 2.3 - Comparison with Sport England KPIs 

 Tamworth West Midlands England 

KPI1 – 1x30 minutes Physical 
Activity per week 

29.9% 33.3% 35.7% 

KPI2 - Volunteering at least 
one hour a week 

7.4% 5.5% 6.0% 

KPI3 - Club Membership in the 
last 4 weeks 

17.8% 19.7% 21.0% 

KPI4 – Received tuition / 
coaching in last 12 months 

8.6% 15.8% 15.8% 

KPI5 - Took part in organised 
competition in last 12 months 

12.2% 13.1% 11.2% 

 

Above regional and 
national averages 

Above national average 
but not regional average 

Below regional and 
national averages 

 

2.14 It can be seen by the figures in the table that the overall outcome for Tamworth is 
negative with only one KPI above both the regional and national averages (KPI2, 
volunteering), while KPI5 (organised competition) is above England but below the West 
Midlands. Out of the three KPI’s that are below the West Midlands and England, the 
most concerning is 1 x 30 minutes physical activity per week which is circa 5% below 
the national average. In addition, KPI4 (tuition and coaching) is circa 7% below the 
national average. Therefore, there is significant room for improvement in sports 
participation in Tamworth. 

Market Segmentation 

2.15 The latest Market Segmentation data from the Active People Survey 7 for April 2014 
can be seen in Table 2.4 overleaf. Sport England market segmentation data models 
particular groups and provides information on sporting behaviours and attitudes as well 
as motivations for and barriers to taking part in sport.  



 

Table 2.4 – Market Segmentation Analysis for Tamworth Borough 

Segment Name Age band Tamworth Tamworth 
% 

England % Preferred Activities 

1 – Competitive Male 
(Urban) 

Ben 18 – 26 2,381 4.0% 4.9% High intensity activities, weight lifting, competitive 
court games and technical sports 

2 – Team Drinker Jamie 18 –25 2,452 4.2% 5.5% Team sports (e.g. football), combat sports and weight 
training 

3 – Fitness Class Friend Chloe 18 – 25 1,827 3.1% 4.7% Exercise classes, individual activities, team games, 
swimming and gym 

4 – Supportive Single Leanne 18 –25 2,219 3.8% 4.3% Social activities, swimming and keep fit classes 

5 – Career Focused 
Female 

Helena 26 – 35 1,777 3.0% 4.5% 
Very active, keep fit and gym related activities, 
winter sports and swimming and likely to have private 
gym membership 

6 – Settling Down Male Tim 26 – 35 4,405 7.5% 8.8% 
Very active, technical sports, skiing, water sports, 
team games, individual activities, personal fitness and 
likely to have private gym membership 

7 – Stay at Home Mums Alison 36 – 45 2,841 4.8% 4.4% Keep fit classes, racquet sports, swimming and likely 
to have private gym membership 

8 – Middle England Mum Jackie 36 -45 3,914 6.6% 4.9% Visiting leisure facilities for swimming and may take 
children bowling or ice skating- 
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Segment Name Age band Tamworth Tamworth England % Preferred Activities 
% 

9 – Pub League  Kev 36 -45 3,787 6.4% 5.9% Team sports, football, combat sports, low intensity 
social activities (e.g. darts) 

10 – Stretched Single 
Mum 

Paula 26 -35 2,834 4.8% 3.7% Social activities, 10 pin bowling and low intensity 

11 – Comfortable Mid 
Life Male  

Philip 46 – 55 6,514 11.2% 8.6% Team sports, racquet sports, technical sports, fitness 
club member and competitive sports 

12 – Empty Nest Career 
Ladies 

Elaine 46 – 55 3,387 5.8% 6.1% Swimming, exercise classes, gym and walking 

13 – Early Retirement 
Couples 

Roger & 
Joy 

56 – 65 3,974 6.7% 6.8% Walking, swimming, table tennis, golf and keep fit 
classes. 

14 – Older Working 
Female 

Brenda 46 -65 3,900 6.6% 4.9% Swimming, walking, keep fit and cycling 

15 – Local Old Boy Terry 56 -65 2,736 4.6% 3.7% Low intensity, walking, fishing, darts and pool 

16 – Later life Woman Norma 56 -65 1,350 2.3% 2.1% Walking and low intensity activities 

Update Paper for the Tamworth Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy  Page 7 



 

Update Paper for the Tamworth Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy  Page 8 

Segment Name Age band Tamworth Tamworth 
% 

England % Preferred Activities 

17 – Comfortable 
Retired Couples 

Ralph & 
Phyllis 

65+ 723 1.2% 4.2% Swimming, fishing, golf, lower intensity and bowls 

18 – Twilight Year Man Frank 66+ 2,801 4.8% 4.0% Individual and peer activities, walking, bowls, golf, 
darts, pool, swimming 

19 – Retirement Home 
Single 

Elsie & 
Arnold 

66+ 5,067 8.6% 8.0% Low intensity, bowls, walking and dancing 

 

2.16 The following colour codes have been used in the table: 

 % of the population is higher than the national average for that group 

 highest groups in terms of proportion of the population within the catchment area 

 

2.17 The table shows that Philip (segment 11), Elsie & Arnold (segment 19) and Tim (segment 6) are all still prevalent segments in Tamworth. 
However, Kev (segment 9) is no longer a prevalent segment and has been replaced by Roger & Joy (segment 13). 

2.18 Segment 11 is Philip (aged 46-55), a comfortable mid-life male. He is interested in a variety of sports including team, racquet, technical 
and competitive sports. Philip wants to stay healthy for later in life, and despite his age he can be classed as a 'sporty segment'. His 
activity levels are above average and Philip enjoys participating in cycling, keep fit/gym, swimming and football. 

 



 

2.19 Elsie and Arnold (segment 19) are retired widowed singles of over 66 years old and they 
are not very active, in line with other segments in their age group. However, when 
they do participate in physical activity, the activities they enjoy are predominantly 
swimming and keep fit/gym.  

2.20 Tim, segment 6, is the most prevalent segment in the area. He is a 'settling down male' 
who is mainly aged 26-45 years, married or single and may have children. Tim is a busy 
professional but is an active person who enjoys exercise on a regular basis such as 
cycling, gym/keep fit, swimming and football. 

2.21 Finally, Roger & Joy (segment 13) are mainly aged 56-65 years, married and in full time 
employment or retired. They are slightly less active than the adult population and like 
to participate in keep fit/gym, swimming and cycling. They have paid off their 
mortgage and while not having a large income, they do not have many financial 
responsibilities. 

Document Review 

2.22 We have included a summary of any updated policies, strategies, key actions and 
activities at a national, regional and local level from the original Sports Strategy. A 
summary of the key documents is shown in table 2.5 overleaf.
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Table 2.5 – Strategic Review Update for Tamworth 

Document Detail Implications for Study 

National 

Sport England 
Strategy 2012-
2017 

In 2017, five years after the Olympic Games, Sport England wants to have 
transformed sport in England so that sport becomes a habit for life for more 
people and a regular choice for the majority. The strategy will: 

 see more people taking on and keeping a sporting habit for life; 

 create more opportunities for young people; 

 nurture and develop talent; 

 provide the right facilities in the right places; 

 support local authorities and unlock local funding; and 

 ensure real opportunities for communities. 

Sport England is seeking a year-on-year increase in the proportion of people who 
play sport once a week for at least 30 minutes. In particular, raising the 
percentage of 14-25 year olds playing sport once a week and reduce the 
proportion dropping out of sport. The areas of work are detailed below. 

Whole Sport Plans (WSP) 

 NGB Whole Sport Plans - The next round of WSP will start at age 14 and will 
also help create a lifelong sporting habit, underpinned by a tough new 
performance regime with payment for results. 

 Transitions to clubs - NGBs, CSPs and others will create new community 
clubs on school sites, often utilising the successful satellite club approach 
trail blazed by the Premier League. Sport England plan to invest up to £41m 
into this work including Whole Sport Plan delivery plus further resource going 
to CSPs. 

 Higher Education - NGBs, through their WSP, will work with universities to 

Any potential leisure sites will support Sport 
England to achieve its objective of creating a 
sporting habit for life with the centre 
providing a variety of activities which will be 
available for all ages and abilities. The sites 
throughout Tamworth will be a key community 
hubs and it will increase participation levels 
amongst all residents, helping to reduce 
health inequalities and create a healthier 
community.  

Clubs will be situated at Tamworth’s facilities 
which will ensure that continuation of sporting 
activities can occur at a higher competitive 
level. There will also be talent identification 
schemes at the centre and the clubs will 
develop talented individuals who will go on to 
represent their sport at a local, regional, 
national and international level.  

The indoor facilities will be accessed by local 
schools in Tamworth for swimming pool and 
health and fitness use. The increased access to 
the centre will enable students to develop 
their sporting talents. The facilities will also 
enable more students to play a variety of 
sports, helping to create a sporting habit past 
their education years and into their adult life.  

The facilities will help NGB’s deliver their 
Whole Sport Plans (WSP), helping to grow 
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Document Detail Implications for Study 

engage students through intramural and social sports opportunities. Building 
on our Active Universities investment, they will invest further into the sector 
from 2014. 

Local Investment 

 Further Education – Sport England plan to invest up to £25m to create a 
national network of College Sports Makers who will organise and run sport for 
Further Education students and help NGBs reach into the sector to get more 
students playing sport. 

 Community Sport Activation Fund - Local authorities, community groups and 
other partners will have the opportunity to bid for matched funding to 
sustain and increase once a week participation in sport. They plan to invest 
up to £40m in this area of work and will work closely with local authority 
partners to develop the fund and test out the approach in 2012-13. 

 Door Stop Clubs & Get on Track – They will work with a range of partners 
including StreetGames and the Dame Kelly Holmes Legacy Trust to support 
young people from disadvantaged areas. At the heart of this work will be 
expanding the reach of the Door Step Sport programme to create sustainable 
Door Step Clubs; and the Get on Track scheme. Sports will help deliver this 
work. 

 Health pilot – Sport England will review the evidence of what works and look 
at how sport can best make a contribution to improving health and growing 
participation. If successful in their pilots, they will do more between 2013 
and 2017. 

 Market development – They will work with private sector providers of sport 
to understand the commercial principles they apply to attract and retain 
participants, and help local authorities and others apply them to community 
sport. 

 

participation, especially in young people, 
which will enable NGB’s to gain funding to 
help improve and increase the knowledge of 
their sport. In the long term, this will allow an 
increase in talented athletes which will go 
onto represent the country in future 
competitions 
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Document Detail Implications for Study 

Facilities 

 Facilities - Facilities remain the backbone of the strategy, providing new or 
upgraded facilities or opening access in the places where they are most 
needed. Sport England will build on the Places People Play investment with 
up to £100m new funding to provide facilities for the most popular sports, as 
well as an additional mid-range (£50k to £500k) funding programme. 

Schools 

 School Games - Funding is in place for the first three cycles of the School 
Games. Every school in England has the chance to be part of the new 
competition allowing every child in England the chance to compete. The 
School Games is delivered through a national partnership made up of the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), the Department for 
Education, the Department of Health, Sport England, the British Paralympic 
Association and the Youth Sport Trust. 

 Access to Education facilities - Targeted funding will help open up school 
facilities for community use (for example adapting changing rooms, creating 
a separate entrance or support the start-up revenue costs). 

Principles of  NGB’s Whole Sport Plan Investment 

Funding will be awarded on a competitive basis to those who put forward the 
strongest plans and have the best track record of delivery. Value for money is an 
important aspect in awarding funding. In future, WSP investment will start at age 
14 to ensure a better transition from school sport and create a sporting habit for 
life through increasing participation overall. Sport England expect about 60% of 
funding to benefit young people aged 14-25, and 40% to benefit the rest of the 
adult population. NGBs must also meet high standards of governance and 
financial control and a proportion of total WSP investment for 2013-17 will form 
a ‘Reward and Incentive Fund’ which will be allocated during the four year cycle 
to NGBs who perform exceptionally. Finally, in order to be eligible for funding, 
NGBs whose sport is played in schools must deliver much more robust transition 
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Document Detail Implications for Study 

programmes creating links between school sport and club and community sport. 

One or more of the following outcomes need to be achieved: 

 a growth in participation in the 14-25 age range; 

 a growth in participation across the adult population; 

 an excellent sporting experience for existing participants to keep them 
playing sport; 

 high quality talent development which creates a strong England talent 
pathway to link with UK Sport elite programmes; and, 

 a growth in participation by people who have disabilities, including those 
with talent. 

Creating a 
Sporting Habit 
for Life: A new 
youth sports 
strategy. 
Department 
for Culture, 
Media and 
Sport (DCMS) 

Since 2005, participation rates amongst young people have fallen, with many of 
the major sports, including football, tennis and swimming, seeing declines in the 
proportion of 16-25 year olds regularly taking part. This Strategy aims to increase 
consistently the number of young people developing sport as a habit for life, in 
particular the 14-25 year old age groups.  As well as increasing participation, the 
Strategy aims to establish a lasting network of links between schools and sports 
clubs in local communities so that the DCMS keep young people playing sport up 
to and beyond the age of 25. This will be targeted by working in partnership with 
Sport England on the following areas. 
 
Building a lasting legacy of competitive sport in schools 
 
The School Games provides a framework for competitive school sport at school, 
district, county and national levels with lottery, public and private sector funding 
of over £150m secured until 2015. They want all young people of all ages, 
abilities and backgrounds to be involved.  All sports that are part of the School 
Games will have competition formats for the inclusion of disabled young people, 
meaning that nearly half the schools in England will offer competitive disability 
sport for the first time. In addition, PE will remain a compulsory part of the 

This will provide an opportunity to improve 
links between education and community sports 
clubs located in Tamworth with direct access 
for the schools and colleges which will 
encourage participation in the key target 
group of young people.  
 
Tamworth’s leisure sites will provide a 
potential opportunity for NGB’s to offer 
programmes and develop opportunities for 
clubs and education to develop links and take 
part in high quality facilities. The sites will 
help to increase participation, especially for 
those aged 14-25 years, providing high quality 
sporting facilities. The sites will also have the 
opportunity to increase access for people with 
disabilities e.g. the disabled cycling club. 
 
There is potential for national governing 
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National Curriculum. 
 
Improving links between schools and community sports clubs 
 
The DCMS will work with sports such as football, cricket, rugby union, rugby 
league and tennis to establish at least 6,000 partnerships between schools and 
local sports clubs by 2017. This will make it easier for young people to continue 
playing sport once they leave education. The objective is that every secondary 
school and many primary schools will have links with at least one local club. In 
addition, every County Sport Partnership will have a dedicated officer 
responsible for making links between schools and community sports clubs in their 
local area. 
 
Working with the sport’s governing bodies 
 
The DCMS will ask those sports governing bodies, where young people are the 
main participants, to spend around 60% of their funding on activities that 
promote sport as a habit for life amongst young people as part of their Whole 
Sport Plans (WSP). They will ensure that sports are completely focused on what 
they have to achieve, with payment by results including the withdrawal of 
funding from governing bodies that fail to deliver agreed objectives. Objectives 
includes: 
 
 a growth in participation in the 14-25 age range; 

 a growth in participation across the adult population; 

 an excellent sporting experience to keep people playing sport; 

 high quality talent development to create better talent pool and help those 
with real potential to make the grade; and, 

 a growth in participation by people who have disabilities, including the most 
talented. 

Funding will be awarded on a competitive basis to those who put forward the 
strongest plans and have a good track record on delivery. Value for money will be 

bodies to express an interest in a new facility 
in Tamworth to help fund and develop their 
sports through programmes and facilities.  
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a key consideration and NGBs will need to demonstrate how they will connect, 
work and have an impact on participation at the local level. In addition, NGBs 
whose sports are played in schools must deliver much stronger links between 
school sport and club and community sport in order to achieve funding. 
 
Investing in facilities 
 
A further £160m will be spent on building or improving facilities and local clubs, 
on top of the £90m already invested via Sport England’s’ Places, People, Play 
programme (including £50m to upgrade up to a thousand local sports clubs and 
facilities, £30m for new iconic multi-sport facilities and £10m to provide 
renewed protection of playing fields). This will include funding for the first time 
to allow schools to open up their sports facilities (three-quarters of all sports 
halls and a third of all swimming pools) to the public by providing £10m of 
lottery funding to schools. This will enable them to open up their sports facilities 
for use by their local communities and will help them to maximise the use of all 
their pools, pitches and sports halls. 
 
Communities and the voluntary sector  
 
DCMS will also work with local authorities, voluntary groups and others to make 
the broadest possible sporting offer to young people. Between now and 2017, 
over £50m will be made available in funds which will be open to well-run sports 
clubs (whether or not they are connected to an NGB), voluntary groups and 
others to provide an exciting and appealing sporting experience. Sport England 
will make sure that any non-profit making community group or organisation 
which can help young people build a sporting habit for life has the chance to bid 
for funding. Overall, they are investing over £250m in community aspects of this 
strategy. 
 

Turning the 
Tide of 
Inactivity – 
UKactive 

The CMO defines physical inactivity as participation in less than 30 minutes of 
moderate intensity physical activity per week. There are 12.5 million people in 
England failing to achieve 30 minutes of moderate intensity physical activity per 
week in a 28 day period, even though people can achieve in three 10 minute 
bites. Those not achieving the CMO guidelines are at a much greater risk of up to 

Providing new modern leisure facilities in 
Tamworth will contribute towards reducing 
the 12.5m inactive people in England.  

Initiatives and programming will be in place to 
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twenty chronic diseases including heart disease, type 2 diabetes and high blood 
pressure. In addition, the areas with highest deprivation are almost 10 per cent 
more physically inactive than lowest deprivation areas. 

The recommendations for local authorities are to: 

 Prioritise and resource physical inactivity programmes to the same level as 
other top tier public health risks. 

 Deliver physical inactivity strategies independently of obesity and weight 
management. 

 Invest in evidence-based programmes that engage inactive groups. 

 Partner with all local activity and sports providers to deliver a local ambition 
of a one per cent reduction in inactivity year-on year for the next five years. 

 Ensure that their green spaces are developed to make them safe and 
accessible whilst integrating them into their leisure and physical inactivity 
strategies. 

 Extend the management and administration of their green spaces to include 
leisure and public health planning teams. 

 Be required to consider the impact of physical inactivity in regeneration and 
spacial plans. 

Ukactive analysis shows that local authorities with the highest levels of physical 
inactivity have a third fewer leisure facilities per 100,000 adults - 42 on average 
- compared to those with the lowest levels of adult inactivity which have an 
average of 64 leisure facilities. 

A relationship appears between the number of leisure facilities in a locality and 
its socio-economic status. Our findings show the most deprived areas have fewer 
than half the number of leisure facilities compared to the least deprived (37 and 
77 facilities per 100,000 respectively). The national average is 60 leisure 

ensure that at least 30 minutes a week can be 
achieved. The programmes will be tailored for 
all ages and fitness levels to help to lower the 
barriers to exercise. 

In terms of regional performance, 
Staffordshire County Council is currently 
performing adequately and has below average 
number of inactive people and premature 
deaths in comparison to the West Midlands. 
However, the number of people inactive in 
Staffordshire CC is higher than the national 
average. 

The aim of new leisure provision in Tamworth 
will be to increase participation which will 
continue to reduce these statistics, helping to 
reduce health inequalities in Tamworth. 

Update Paper for the Tamworth Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy Page 16   



 

Document Detail Implications for Study 

facilities. 

West Midlands  

The West Midlands has the highest proportion of adults who are physically 
inactive. There are 4% more adults in the West Midlands classed as inactive 
compared to the national average. The comparatively high spend (£592,395) on 
physical activity programmes in the region is almost three times more than the 
national average of £267,293, this equates to 3.3% compared to the national 
average of 2.4%.  

Staffordshire County Council is ranked 97th out of 150 local authorities with 
number 1 the least inactive authority with 28.27%. Staffordshire has 30.01% of 
people inactive which is lower than the regional average (32.02%) but above the 
national average (28.95%) The area also has 277 per 100,000 premature deaths 
per year which is also lower than the West Midlands (289) and England (281). 

Public Health 
England – 
Priorities for 
2013/14 

Public Health England (PHE) is the expert national public health agency which 
fulfils the Secretary of State for Health’s statutory duty to protect health and 
address inequalities, and executes his power to promote the health and 
wellbeing of the nation. 
 
It has identified 5 high-level priorities: 
 
1. Helping people to live longer and more healthy lives by reducing preventable 

deaths and the burden of ill health associated with smoking, high blood 
pressure, obesity, poor diet, poor mental health, insufficient exercise, and 
alcohol 

2. Reducing the burden of disease and disability in life by focusing on 
preventing and recovering from the conditions with the greatest impact, 
including dementia, anxiety, depression and drug dependency 

3. Protecting the country from infectious diseases and environmental hazards, 
including the growing problem of infections that resist treatment with 

Encouraging people to take part in sport and 
physical activity is a key factor in meeting 
these Public Health England priorities and 
improving the overall health of the population, 
contributing to increasing the quality and 
length of life of the population. By providing 
high quality facilities in Tamworth, this will 
help to encourage participation.  
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antibiotics 

4. Supporting families to give children and young people the best start in life, 
through working with health visiting and school nursing, family nurse 
partnerships and the Troubled Families programme 

5. Improving health in the workplace by encouraging employers to support their 
staff, and those moving into and out of the workforce, to lead healthier lives. 

Sport England 
Local Sport 
Profiles 

Sport England has commissioned data from the British Heart Foundation to 
estimate the health costs of physical inactivity. It estimated that the health costs 
of physical inactivity in Tamworth were £2.014m per 100,000 population. This 
compared unfavourably with a West Midlands average of £1.923m and a national 
average for England of £1.817m.  

This data highlights the issues faced by 
Tamworth and the importance of physical 
activity to improving health. The provision of 
new sports facilities can contribute towards 
this. 

The National 
Planning Policy 
Framework 
(2012) 

The National Planning Policy Framework (2012) sets out the Government’s 
planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. 
 

It seeks to make the planning system less complex and more accessible, and to 
promote sustainable growth. The framework includes a 'presumption in favour of 
sustainable development' but also highlights the importance of environmental 
protection.  It champions the right sort of development at the right level by 
placing a greater emphasis on having a Local Plan in place. Through the plan, 
local communities will have a say in the sort of development they want and need 
in their areas. These plans will set out the opportunities for local development 
and form the basis for planning decisions.  
 
Paragraphs 73 and 74 of the framework specifically highlight the importance of 
providing high quality open spaces and sports facilities and outline the 
contribution that this makes to the health and well-being of communities.  
 
Paragraph 73 indicates that; ‘planning policies should be based on robust and up-
to-date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities 
and opportunities for new provision. The assessments should identify specific 
needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports 
and recreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from the 
assessment should be used to determine what open space, sports and 

The National Planning Policy Framework 
provides important guidelines for the Local 
Plan and this updated Sports Strategy. 
 
This strategy will identify the levels of open 
spaces and sports facilities as per paragraphs 
73 and 74 and provide evidence for the future 
requirements. 
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recreational provision is required’. 
 
Paragraph 74 seeks to protect valuable open space, sports facilities and playing 
fields, indicating that; 
 
‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including 
playing fields, should not be built on unless: 
 
 an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, 

buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or 

 the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by 
equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a  suitable 
location; or 

 the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the 
needs for which clearly outweigh the loss. 

A Sporting 
Future for the 
Playing Fields 
of England: 
Policy on 
Planning 
Applications 
for 
Development 
on Playing 
Fields (Sport 
England, 1997 
and updated in 
2011). 

Sport England has been a statutory consultee with regards to any developments 
on playing fields since 1996. Sport England state that “playing fields are one of 
the most important resources for sport in England. They provide the space which 
is required for the playing of team sports on outdoor pitches. Yet as open land, 
particularly in urban areas, becomes and increasingly scarce resource” 
 
Sport England’s policy on playing fields indicates that they will oppose any 
developments that will result in the loss of playing field space in all but 
exceptional circumstances, whether the land is in public, private or educational 
use.  Sport England considers the definition of a playing field to be “the whole of 
a site which encompasses at least one playing pitch”. A playing field is defined as 
such where it has either been used in the last five years for this function, or is 
allocated as a playing field within Local Authority Plans. This policy relates to all 
playing fields of 0.2 ha or above. 
 
The policy indicates that Sport England will not object to the loss of playing 
fields where one or more of the following exception criteria are met: 
 

The Playing Pitch Strategy will identify the 
requirements for future grass and artificial 
pitches across a range of sports.  
 
The strategy will help provide information on 
the potential requirements for additional 
pitches or the potential loss of pitches due to 
an excess of pitches. The future of these areas 
may potentially have a large influence on the 
Local Plan as they could potentially become 
regeneration sites, especially close to the 
town centre. 
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 An assessment of current and future needs has demonstrated that there is an 
excess of playing field provision in the catchment, and the site has no special 
significance to the interests of sport; 

 The proposed development is ancillary to the principal use of the site as a 
playing field or playing fields, and does not affect the quantity or quality of 
pitches or adversely affect their use; 

 The proposed development affects only land incapable of forming, or forming 
part of, a playing pitch, and does not result in the loss of or inability to make 
use of any playing pitch; 

 Lost playing fields would be replaced by a playing field or playing fields of an 
equivalent or better quality and of equivalent or greater quantity, in a 
suitable location and subject to equivalent or better management 
arrangements, prior to the commencement of development; and 

 The proposed development is for an indoor or outdoor sports facility, the 
provision of which would be of sufficient benefit to the development of sport 
as to outweigh the detriment caused by the loss of the playing field or playing 
fields. 

Regional 

Staffordshire 
Joint Strategic 
Needs 
Assessment 
(2012) 

The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) has been a statutory responsibility 
jointly held by the NHS and upper-tier local authorities since 2007. The aim of a 
JSNA is to identify the “big picture” in relation to health and wellbeing needs 
and inequalities of the local population. The key findings in relation to Tamworth 
are as follows: 
 
 Both men and women in Tamworth spend more time in poor health compared 

to the national average. 

 Around 25% of adults aged 18 and over are smokers in Tamworth. Significantly 
more smokers are from routine and manual groups contributing to increases 
in health inequalities. 

 Whilst alcohol-related admissions are lower than the national average, the 

Tamworth has a problem with obesity, poor 
health and alcohol related issues. Ensuring 
people remain active should therefore be a 
major focus for the Council and the provision 
of the golf course could play a role in this in 
terms of increasing participation and positively 
impacting on obesity and other health issues. 
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rate of increase between 2002/03 and 2010/11 in Tamworth is 120%, lower 
than Staffordshire (164%) but higher than England (104%) 

 Levels of alcohol-related crime and alcohol-related violent crimes are higher 
than the national average in Tamworth 

 Estimates for obesity show Tamworth to be higher than the England average. 

 Tamworth has a higher teenage pregnancy rate than both Staffordshire and 
England. 

Greater 
Birmingham 
and Solihull 
Local 
Enterprise 
Partnership 
Strategy for 
Growth 2013 

The Strategy for Growth identifies the following strategic enablers to help grow 
the area: 
 
 Growing the number of successful businesses; 

 Building on sector strengths and opportunities; 

 Stimulating innovation in products, processes, services and business 
structures; 

 Improving the skills talent pool; 

 Improving physical and digital connectivity, and; 

 Optimising physical, cultural and environmental assets. 

The plan identifies that leisure and tourism can help to increase the growth of 
the area. Tourism and Hospitality and Healthcare are sectors that provide a high 
volume of people and therefore high job creation. The aim to improve 
infrastructure to make the area a more vibrant place to live, work, visit and 
invest. 

A new town centre leisure centre will 
contribute to creating a more vibrant and 
investable Tamworth. The aim of the centre is 
to increase participation levels and create a 
healthier and happier Borough. The facility 
will also enable economic growth through 
providing a large ranged of skilled jobs to a 
variety of the local population. 

Local 

Tamworth 
Borough 
Council 

The vision for Tamworth is ‘One Tamworth, perfectly Placed’. The corporate 
priorities of this vision for Tamworth are ‘to Aspire and Prosper in Tamworth’ 
and ‘to be Healthier and Safer in Tamworth’.  

New leisure facilities can make a contribution 
to the Council’s corporate priorities. In 
particular the facilities can impact on the 
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Corporate Plan 
(2013/14)  

 
A number of strategic outcomes are identified for the Council in 2013/14. 
 
 
‘To Aspire and Prosper in Tamworth’ 
 
 Raise the aspiration and attainment levels of young people; 

 Create opportunities for business growth through developing and using skills 
and talent; 

 Promote private sector growth and create quality employment locally; 

 Brand and market “Tamworth” as a great place to “live life to the full” 

 Create the physical and technological infrastructure necessary to support the 
achievement of this primary outcome. 

‘To be Healthier and Safer in Tamworth’ 

 Address the causes of poor health in children and young people; 

 Improve the health and well-being of older people by supporting them to live 
active, independent lives; 

 Reduce the harm and wider consequences of alcohol abuse on individuals, 
families and society; 

 Implement ‘Total Place’ solutions to tackling crime and ASB in designated 
localities; 

 Develop innovative early interventions to tackle youth crime and ASB; 

 Create an integrated approach to protecting those most vulnerable in our 
local communities. 

These priorities are mirrored in the Tamworth Sustainable Community Strategy. 

health and wellbeing of local people, helping 
to create a healthier and happier Borough. 
Correct programming and pricing will 
encourage all ages and abilities to participate, 
especially hard to reach groups such as 
children and young people, older people, 
women and girls, BME community etc. 
 
The facilities will also contribute towards the 
economy in the Borough, generating income 
and creating jobs for the local population, in 
turn reducing unemployment. 
 
 

Draft 
Tamworth 

The Tamworth Local Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State in November 
2012. Following two sets of questions and an Exploratory Meeting in February 

Within Tamworth Borough there will be a net 
increase of at least 4,250 dwellings. At least 
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Local Plan 
2011-2031 

2013 the Planning Inspector recommended the Council to withdraw the Local 
Plan from examination. The Inspector had concerns over the delivery of the 
Anker Valley allocation and the delivery of housing in the Borough. The proposed 
changes put forward by the Council could have resulted in legal challenges 
arising from the Sustainability Appraisal and consultation process. Tamworth 
Borough Council withdrew the Local Plan in March 2013 and has begun the 
process of revising the Local Plan and working towards Pre-Submission. 
 
One of the more significant changes since the Local Plan was withdrawn is the 
inclusion of land use allocations. The Council undertook work to ensure that the 
most appropriate, sustainable and viable sites are allocated. They asked 
statutory bodies and other organisations to provide the Council with comments 
on these potential land use allocations. The Council has taken these comments 
into consideration when choosing which sites to allocate.  

The Tamworth Local Plan will set out the spatial planning strategy for the 
Borough to 2031 in terms of what type of development is required to meet local 
community and business needs, its scale and locations well as the policies that 
will apply to ensure that development is sustainable. It also includes policies to 
ensure that appropriate supporting infrastructure is delivered and the area’s 
built and natural environment is protected and enhanced. 
 
The Local Plan’s spatial vision is closely aligned to Tamworth’s Sustainable 
Community Strategy’s vision/priorities. Tamworth is expected to experience a 
high level of housing and economic growth in order to meet its needs and 
aspirations of the town and create sustainable communities. However, 
opportunities for expansion of the town are constrained by a tight administrative 
boundary and environmental constraints (i.e. the flood plain, the Greenbelt). 
 
The objectively assessed housing need for Tamworth is 6,250 dwellings from 2006 
to 2031. Currently North Warwickshire and Lichfield will deliver 500 dwellings 
each to meet this need. As work progresses on Tamworth’s Local Plan the need 
for further housing to be provided outside of the Borough is increasing. Further 
work is required to increase the amount of housing for Tamworth to be brought 

2,300 dwellings will be provided at three 
sustainable urban extensions:  at least 500 in 
the Anker Valley, 700 at Dunstall Lane and 
1,100 at Tamworth Golf Course. The remainder 
will be provided within the existing urban area 
taking the opportunity to maximise the 
effective use of land in sustainable locations. 
Through working with adjoining authorities, a 
minimum of 1,000 dwellings will be provided 
to meet Tamworth’s needs.  
 
The policy in relation to Sport and Leisure 
identifies the need for a new community 
leisure centre and highlights the need to 
protect the existing network of sport and 
recreation facilities (including playing pitches) 
alongside improving their quality. It therefore 
recommends that any additional development 
which results in loss or displacement to other 
uses provides adequate compensatory 
provision, of equal accessibility and available 
prior to the loss of existing facilities. 
 
The Local Plan aims to provide a key vibrant 
community in the town centre and identifies 
the role of leisure in achieving this priority. A 
leisure centre in the centre of town would 
become a key asset, helping to develop the 
Borough’s economy while meeting the needs of 
the current and future populations. A new 
centre will also help to revitalise the town 
centre, becoming a key catalyst in the 
development of Tamworth as a Borough. 
Therefore, a new community leisure centre in 
the centre of town would be a logical move for 
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forward in Lichfield and North Warwickshire  
 
Regarding the environment, the key challenge will be the need to balance 
growth with the protection of natural and built assets to ensure it will not have 
detrimental impact on the quality of life for Tamworth’s communities. 
 
Regarding infrastructure, the key challenge for the Local Plan is to ensure that 
the existing infrastructure is utilised efficiently and it is delivered in locations 
where there is demand, in order to support the creation of sustainable 
communities and the growth of the town. 
 
With regards to sport and leisure facilities, the vision states that ‘investment in 
health and education facilities and improvements to open spaces and 
leisure/sports facilities, combined with greater outdoor opportunities and 
ensuring development is located in sustainable locations, will have helped make 
the town healthier and safer whilst improving qualification and aspiration 
levels’.  
 
One of the strategic spatial priorities is ‘to encourage active and healthier 
lifestyles by providing a network of high quality, accessible green and blue 
linkages and open spaces and formal indoor and outdoor recreation facilities 
that meet identified need and link neighbourhoods to each other and the wider 
countryside’. Policy SU7 (Sport and Recreation) promotes the network of good 
quality sport and recreation facilities that meet the needs of Tamworth’s current 
and future population. The policy requires facilities to be accessible, promotes 
new multi-purpose leisure centre, protects and enhances existing facilities and 
encourages dual use of school sites. 
 
The Council’s spatial strategy (SS1) is to provide development in the most 
accessible and sustainable locations, including within and around the town 
centre, within the network of local and neighbourhood centres, regeneration 
priority areas and employment areas. This will meet most of the Borough’s 
housing and employment needs whilst safeguarding natural and built assets and 
addressing social and economic deprivation and exclusion.  
 

the Council. 
 
This updated joint indoor and outdoor Sports 
Strategy will help to provide an update to the 
previous evidence base to update the policies 
for the Pre-submission Local Plan. 
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The Local Plan also establishes the influence of leisure to help deliver a vibrant 
cultural and tourism economy. The EC5 Policy (Culture and Tourism) encourages a 
diverse range of facilities including leisure in the town centre in order to support 
the vibrant Borough. 
 
In addition, EC2 supports investment in Tamworth Town Centre and aims to 
revitalise the town centre. It is the preferred location for town centre uses 
including leisure facilities. This is further developed by EC1 Policy (Hierarchy of 
Centres for Town Centre Uses) which promotes a town centre first approach for 
main town centre uses which include leisure facilities.  
 
Existing Green Belt, countryside, high quality open spaces, sport and leisure 
facilities will be retained, and wherever possible, enhanced. This will help to 
project a positive image of the Borough as being ‘urban green’ and to provide 
opportunities for improving biodiversity and recreation thus improving health and 
wellbeing.  
 
Many of the other policies listed reflect the town-centre first approach to 
planning incorporated throughout the Local Plan. 
 

Tamworth 
Town Centre 
and Retail 
Study 2011 

The Strategy makes references of the previous Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports 
Strategy and the need to increase access to a range of ‘core’ facilities including 
swimming pools, sports halls and health and fitness facilities and that there is a 
need for a new multi-purpose community-use leisure centre in an accessible 
location towards the east of the Borough. 
 

This Strategy links with the Joint Indoor and 
Outdoor Sports Strategy by considering the 
role that sport and leisure can play in the 
town centre as the most sustainable and 
accessible part of the Borough. 

Strategic 
Assessment 
(2012) 

The aim of the Strategic Assessment is to provide the Community Safety 
Partnership with a review of their current safety priorities. Following the 
previous Strategic Assessment, Tamworth CSP has adopted the following high 
level priorities for 2011-14: 
 
1. Tackling priorities pertinent to each of the following 5 locality areas: 

 Tamworth Town Centre, Amington, Glascote, Stonydelph and Belgrave, 
with emphasis on reducing alcohol related crime, violent crime, antisocial 

Sport and physical activity can help to reduce 
anti-social behaviour and crime by providing 
young people with an opportunity to get off 
the streets and focus on a range of activities 
available. Therefore, pricing, programming 
and initiatives are vital to ensuring sport and 
physical activity is accessible. 
 
Information on effects of drugs and alcohol on 
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behaviour, criminal damage, deliberate fires, serious acquisitive crime and 
environmental issues. 

2. Young people as offenders/perpetrators and victims of crime and anti-
social behaviour: 

 With emphasis on tackling violent crime, teen abuse, criminal damage, 
shoplifting and substance misuse, in particular alcohol. 

3. To reduce re-offending of adults and young people: 

 With emphasis on reducing acquisitive crime and related substance misuse 
issues. 

4. Protecting vulnerable people: 

 With emphasis on protecting those who are most vulnerable, including 
victims of antisocial behaviour, domestic abuse and sexual offences, and 
other violent crimes. 

The key findings indicate that crime and anti-social behaviour are improving but 
that violent crime is an important issue and alcohol is a major risk factor relating 
to this. Re-offending trends are down but serious acquisitive crime has started to 
increase. 
 
As a result of a resident survey of opinions on their local area, the following 
recommendations were made: 
 
 Relevant information about crime, safety and partnership activities is 

published in a manner that meets the needs of local communities, in order to 
reassure that action is being taken. 

 The previously identified priority locations remain, as they are still the 
hotspot locations for crime and disorder. There are no other areas of 
Tamworth that currently require a strategic focus. 

the person’s health can also be delivered in 
the centre to push towards reducing the 
influences of these issues on the local 
population. 
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 Problems with ASB and the associated environmental consequences continue 
to be prioritised, with particular emphasis on protecting vulnerable 
communities and repeat locations. 

 Violent crime continues to be prioritised in Tamworth and the misuse of 
alcohol in young people and adults targeted to address levels of violent 
crime, anti-social behaviour and the associated environmental consequences. 

 Tamworth Borough continues to work to increase domestic violence reporting 
through raising awareness of services available to victims and their families. 

 Reducing crime, particularly serious acquisitive crime, continue to be 
prioritised and tackled through a partnership approach to Integrated Offender 
Management at a county level. 

Tamworth 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy (2008 
– 2021) 

The vision is that by 2021 Tamworth will be regarded regionally for: 
 
 Being an attractive place for businesses to locate and invest 

 Provision of educational and skills development opportunities, meeting the 
needs of local people and employers 

 Exceptional historic and natural environments that are well protected 

 Quality leisure and entertainment facilities 

And known locally for: 
 
 Provision of affordable housing options in the Borough, which meets the needs 

of a changing population 

 Good access to community facilities and shops 

 Strong, healthy, vibrant and more sustainable communities, with 
opportunities for all to engage in community life 

 Provision of responsive services which meet local need, supporting both 
individuals and families. 

The provision of new leisure facilities should 
help to meet these sustainability objectives 
especially to be regarded as having ‘quality 
leisure and entertainment facilities’. New 
updated modern leisure facilities will provide 
a key community hub, creating an attractive 
asset to Tamworth. 
 
In addition, an increase in housing in the area 
will put strain upon the Council’s leisure 
facilities, therefore it is important that the 
sites are up to data and able to cope with the 
increased future population.  
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In relation to environmental sustainability, the Borough will be cleaner with 
continued opportunities to recycle and with more people encouraged to reduce 
and reuse unwanted waste and household products. 
 
Local people and businesses will be made aware of the importance of their 
actions and the impact of these on the environment, and supported to improve 
their quality of life by taking measures to reduce their carbon footprint and 
become more energy efficient. 
 
Good quality open space is an important resource for local people and improving 
access to it can have a positive impact on people’s mental and physical health 
and well-being. The focus on providing well maintained, clean and safe open 
spaces will continue to ensure increased recreational use of these areas which 
offer opportunities for play, exercise and social interaction. Opportunities to 
embrace new recreational open spaces will also be welcomed. 
 
One of the key priorities is to enhance provision and access to priority habitats 
and local nature reserves. 

Tamworth 
Sustainability 
Appraisal 
incorporating 
Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment, 
(2014 
Currently 
being updated 
and will be 
available for 
consultation 
with the Pre-
Submission 
Local Plan) 

The sustainability objectives utilised within the production of the Local Plan 
were as follows: 

 To meet national policy in the most appropriate and sustainable way for 
Tamworth 

 To meet the housing needs of the whole community 

 To encourage the efficient use of land 

 To reduce deprivation 

 To ensure equal access to community services and facilities 

 To encourage equal access to education, jobs and training 

 To encourage active and healthier lifestyles by providing accessible networks 
of paths, open spaces and formal recreation facilities 

 To make communities safer by reducing crime, fear of crime and anti-social 

Sport and physical activity will contribute 
towards meeting some of the sustainability 
objectives identified in this assessment. 
Participation reduces health inequalities in the 
population which contributes to helping to 
active and healthier lifestyles. 
 
Jobs are provided by the Council at the leisure 
facilities for people from all background and 
ages, therefore helping to create equal access 
to education.  Ensuring jobs are available will 
also help to reduce unemployment and as a 
result crime. Unemployment and crime can 
come hand in hand due to the lack of income 
for the population. Crime and anti-social 
behaviour can also be reduced by providing 
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behaviour 

 To encourage a diverse and competitive economy that will provide sustainable 
economic growth 

 To protect and enhance historic assets 

 To encourage high quality and locally distinct places, spaces and buildings 

 To protect and enhance biodiversity and sites of nature conservation value 

 To minimise flood risk 

 To reduce energy consumption by encouraging energy efficiency and use of 
renewable energy sources 

 To encourage the reduction, re-use and recycling of waste and water 

 To minimise pollution including air, water, land contamination and noise 

 To make Tamworth town centre the heart of the Borough by creating a vibrant 
and attractive environment 

 To reduce the need to travel and encourage sustainable modes of transport 

 To make best use of the existing transport infrastructure and seek 
improvements. 

activities for people to get off the streets, 
especially the young adult population of 
Tamworth. 
 
A new centre will also help Tamworth to 
become a vibrant area to work and live in. It 
will attract visitors from outside of the 
Borough and it will be a key asset to the town. 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Swimming Pool 

03 
3.1 This section provides the updated information in relation to swimming pool provision across 

Tamworth. The box below provides a summary of the previous Sports Strategy. 

 There were 7 swimming pools across 6 sites in Tamworth of which only one was 
available for public use; the SnowDome (25m x 12.5m) which also has the only 
learner pool in the Borough (12m x 5m). There was a lack of public access to 
swimming in Tamworth with the SnowDome the only ‘pay and play’ facility, four 
pools based on school sites and Bannatynes Health Club as a commercial 
membership facility. In addition, the size of the remaining pools limited the 
amount of casual or competitive/training swimming. The quality of both the 
pools and changing facilities were very good at Bannatynes Health Club and the 
SnowDome, but the quality of provision of the pools provided on school sites was 
considered basic. 

Sport England’s Active Places Power suggested Tamworth had 15.30m2 per 1,000 
which was lower than the West Midlands (16.93m2) and England (18.99m2). The 
Facility Planning Model (FPM) data concluded that there was demand of 4,400 
visits per week in the peak period (vpwpp) with the existing supply equivalent to 
6,550 vpwpp (or 1,132m2). In addition, 95% of demand was being met by existing 
provision while there was 5% unmet demand which equated to 38m2 or 200 visits 
a week. The used capacity was 73% which was slightly above Sport England’s 
‘comfortable’ level of 70%. The FPM also established the situation for 2019 
where it concluded that a population increase of 1% would lead to 4,737 vpwpp 
(337 additional visits) with satisfied demand (95%) and unmet demand (43m2) 
remaining at a similar level. However, operating levels of used capacity would 
be 80% from 73%, suggesting the pools will continue to run at an uncomfortable 
level. 

The FPM also analysed the impact of two different scenarios; if the school pools 
at QEMS and Woodhouse closed in the future and if the pool at the SnowDome 
was no longer be available for public use. In terms of the school pools, capacity 
would reduce to 877m2 or 5,600 vpwpp, satisfied demand to 93% and unmet 
demand 7% (64m2). Despite the reduction in capacity, used capacity levels were 
79% and this was due to Tamworth changing from being a net importer to a net 
exporter. In the second scenario, if the Snow Dome was to be unavailable then 
capacity would reduce to 504m2 or 3,150 vpwpp with satisfied demand of 92% 
and unmet demand of 8% (68m2). This would leave all facilities full and 
operating above ‘comfortable’ levels with Tamworth again as a significant 
importer. The loss of pool capacity in Tamworth would have the biggest effect 
on those who do not have access to a car. The sub-regional strategy suggested 
that 1,183m2 of water space would be required by 2021 in Tamworth 
recommending a new 25m x 6 lane swimming pool with learner pool as part of a 
dual use centre.  
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Overall, the Strategy suggested that there was a shortfall of accessible/good 
quality water space in the Borough which could be addressed by providing a new 
community leisure centre that includes swimming provision at a location that is 
accessible to local residents by a choice of means. An additional FPM run 
exploring the implications of rationalising the school pools and providing a new 
community centre concluded that this would only reduce water space from 
1,132m2 to 1,008m2 but due to the improved quality, size and flexibility of the 
swimming programme the vpwpp would increase from 6,550 to 7,600 vpwpp with 
Tamworth retaining a higher proportion of its own demand with satisfied 
demand of 92%. 

 

3.2 The updated position in relation to swimming pool provision is set out below. 

Current Provision 

Quantity 

3.3 There are currently 4 swimming pools across 3 sites that are classified by Sport England  
which are detailed in the table below. 

Table 3.1 – Swimming Pools in Tamworth 

Facility Type of Pool Size (m2) Access 

Bannatynes Health Club 
(Tamworth) Main/General 

200m2 (20m x 
10m) 

Registered 
Membership 

Tamworth Enterprise 
College Main/General 

160m (20m x 
8m) Dual 

SnowDome Main/General 
313m2 (25m x 

12.5m) 
Public 

SnowDome Learner Pool 
60m2 (12m x 

5m) Public 

 

3.4 The table shows that there has been the removal of three pools compared to the previous 
Sports Strategy which are all located at school sites; Landau-Forte QEMS, Wilnecote Leisure 
Centre (known as Wilnecote School in the previous Strategy) and Landau-Forte Academy 
Amington (Woodhouse School in the previous Strategy). The pools at Landau Forte QEMS and 
Wilnecote Leisure Centre are still in existence; however, they are below the Sport England 
Facility Planning Model (FPM) criteria of a requirement for at least 20m in length and 
therefore Sport England has not included them in the FPM calculations. Of these pools, 
Landau Forte QEMS pool is only available for private hire, whilst the poor at Wilnecote 
Leisure Centre is available to the public on a dual use agreement in the evenings and 
weekends. 
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3.5 Belgrave School and subsequently Belgrave Sports Centre has been re-opened in 2012 as 
Tamworth Enterprise College. 

3.6 The SnowDome remains the largest facility with a main pool of 25m x 6 lanes and a 
teaching/learner pool of 60m2 of water. There are no future pools planned and the future 
FPM calculations have been generated on the same supply as currently available. 

Access 

3.7 The location of the pools can be seen in Map 3.1 below. The pools are mainly located to the 
centre and the west of Tamworth, therefore those residents located in the North and South 
of the Borough will have longer drives to the facilities. 

Map 3.1 – Swimming Pools in Tamworth 

 

3.8 In terms of types of pool providers, two of the sites are commercial provision (Bannatynes 
Health Club and the SnowDome) and one is public provision (Tamworth Enterprise College).  
However, the SnowDome is a publically available facility on a pay and play basis whereas 
Tamworth Enterprise College is a dual-use facility with a school; therefore, public access is 
not permitted during school hours. 
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3.9 However, there are still access issues, in terms of hours that the pools are open for public 
swimming: 

 Of the three sites, only the SnowDome is still accessible on weekdays to the public 
on a pay and play basis; 

 One of the pools is based on a school site at Tamworth Enterprise College, whilst 
three of the pools are not categorised for the FPM at Wilnecote, Landau-Forte QEMS 
and Woodhouse schools; 

 Wilnecote Leisure Centre has joined Tamworth Enterprise College in providing 
public access out-of-school hours to the pools; however, Tamworth Enterprise is the 
only school sports facility with a formal community use agreement in place; 

 Bannatynes Health Club remains as a commercial facility, where only members of 
the health club and their guests are able to use the pool. 

3.10 In terms of access for disabled users, the SnowDome is ‘very good’ with ramps for 
Wheelchair users. Wilnecote Leisure Centre is also used by Tamworth Unicorns Swimming 
Club due to its ‘very good’ disabled access including equipment to lower users into the 
pool.  

3.11 The SnowDome also has a large car park with disabled spaces which is refunded for 
members who use the facility. 

Quality 

3.12 The age of the facilities still varies significantly with the Tamworth Enterprise College 
opened in 1978, SnowDome in 1994 (modernised/refurbished in 2007) and Bannatynes 
Health Club opened in 2002. Therefore, currently the only ageing facility is the Tamworth 
Enterprise College. 

3.13 A site visit was undertaken to the SnowDome to assess the quality of the facility. Despite 
the pool beginning to age, the quality of the pool provision was ‘very good’ while the 
surroundings were very clean and tidy.  

Adequacy of Current Provision 

Provision per 1,000 Population 

3.14 According to the FPM, the total amount of water space at these 3 swimming pool sites is 
732m2 and this reduces to 568m2 of water space when it is assessed on the basis of 
availability for public use in the weekly peak period. Tamworth currently has 9.4m2 per 
1,000 people which is below the county and regional provision at 11.9 m2 and 11.7 m2 
respectively. 

3.15 In the second run looking into future demand for 2024 including population increases, 
Tamworth will have an estimated 8.7m2 of water space per 1,000 population which is still 
below both the county (11.2m2) and regional projected provision (10.9m2) in 2024.    

Sport England Facilities Planning Model 

Current Situation 

3.16 The key findings of the FPM data run for 2014 are that: 
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 the supply of pool water available in Tamworth equates to 4,928 vpwpp (visits per week 
in the peak period) whereas the current population generates demand for 5,082 vpwpp.  
This demand is equivalent to 837m2 of water space (currently a supply of 568m2); 

 The availability of only 568m2 and demand of 837m2 leaves a negative supply and 
demand balance of 269m2 of pool water in 2013; 

 19.3% of the population does not have access to a car in Tamworth. This is below the 
county (20.1%) and West Midlands (24.1%); 

 86.7% of the total demand for swimming across Tamworth is met as satisfied demand by 
the existing facilities. This is below the county figure (89.8%) and the regional figure 
(90.5%) for satisfied demand. It is calculated that 46.7% of the total satisfied demand is 
being exported to pools outside the authority; 

 Unmet demand is 13.3% (or 674 vpwwp) and this equates to 111m2 of pool water (there 
is only a total of 568m2 of pool water available). Nearly all of the unmet demand is due 
to people living outside the walk catchment (77%) and 23% due to lack of capacity; 

 Used capacity is calculated at 71.1% in 2013, which is slightly above the Sport England 
recommendation of 70%. Above this level, pools are considered busy and are operating 
at an ‘uncomfortable’ level. This is simply because total demand for swimming in 
Tamworth exceeds the total supply despite exporting a lot of its own demand. 
Furthermore, Tamworth Enterprise College is calculated at 100% used capacity with 
Bannatynes at 65% and SnowDome at 69%; 

 Imported demand to Tamworth’s pools is high at 32.9% (circa one in three visits from 
outside the Borough); 

 Relative share in 2013 for Tamworth is identified as -19, which is below the national, 
regional and county averages.  

Future Situation 

3.17 Further FPM runs were also carried out by Sport England to explore the implications of the 
population increase anticipated for Tamworth up to 2024 which included population growth 
in the Borough. The key findings from the future run indicate that: 

 By 2024, demand will increase to 5,317 vpwpp due to population growth, equivalent to 
876m2 of swimming pool water. This is an increase in demand for swimming of 235 
visits, or 39m2 of water space, which is a 4.6% increase in demand between 2013 and 
2024; 

 The negative supply and demand balance increases due to the additional demand of 
39m2 to 307m2; 

 The amount of people who do not have access to a car remains the same as 2013 
(19.3%);   

 Satisfied demand slightly reduces to 86.3% in 2013 which is still below Staffordshire and 
the West Midlands. Of this total satisfied demand, exportation is expected to decrease 
to 46.1% in 2024; 
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 As a result, unmet demand is expected to increase to 13.7% or 731 vpwpp. Of this total 
unmet demand, 75% is due to being outside the walking catchment with an increase in 
the lack of capacity to 25%; 

 Used capacity is expected to increase further above the comfort level to 77% by 2024 in 
addition to the pools being another 11 years older. Tamworth Enterprise College is 
expected to remain at 100% used capacity with Bannatynes Health Club and the 
SnowDome pools expected to increase above the comfort level to 80% and 70% 
respectively; 

 Imported demand is expected to increase in 2024 to 34.8% (from 32.9% in 2013); 

 Relative share is expected to improve to -14 in the future and this is most likely due to 
the national population increasing at a faster rate than in Tamworth; therefore, 
Tamworth gets a slightly larger share of access to swimming pools in 2024 when 
compared with 2013.    

3.18 In summary, total demand for swimming exceeds the total swimming pool supply in both 
2013 and 2024 across Tamworth. The three pool sites are expected to be very full by 2024 
with a used capacity average of 71% in 2013 and 77% in 2024 (with Tamworth Enterprise 
College at 100% in both years FPM runs). This results in limited ‘spare capacity’ across the 
existing sites; therefore, causing not as many residents as predicted going swimming along 
with club sessions and swimming lessons etc. not being able to get sufficient pool time to 
deliver programmes. 

3.19 Whilst the commercial pools do have more ‘spare capacity’, it is dependent on acquiring 
access for more use for swimming activities which commercial pools do not willingly 
provide. Therefore, the realism of securing more public access is limited and due to the 
type of pool ownership and access there is limited scope to “move and manage the demand 
around”. 

3.20 Considerations to help this issue include making more of the swimming pool water space 
open to the public. Currently, there is only 568m2 of water available for public use despite 
a total of 732m2 so as a result, 164m2 or 22% of pool water is not available in peak times 
and this could be utilised. It also appears that there is limited scope in increasing supply by 
providing access to the four pools excluded due to the criteria and size of the pool. 

3.21 A final option is to increase swimming pool provision in Tamworth. In terms of location of 
the pool, there are no identified hot sports and therefore this would not be a factor in 
helping to meet demand in Tamworth. 

Research and Consultation Feedback 

3.22 A summary of updated consultation with the local clubs, Amateur Swimming Association 
(ASA) and the County Sports Partnership (CSP) can be located in table 3.2 overleaf. 

3.23 In terms of the Active People Survey undertaken by Sport England, the original Sports 
Strategy identified that 13.8% of adults had been swimming at least once in the last month 
and this has decreased to 11.22% in the most recent Active People Survey 8 (2013/14). In 
addition, Sport England Market Segmentation identifies that 8,166 people over the age of 16 
years currently participate in swimming in Tamworth. It is estimated that a further 8,355 
would like to participate more often (some people can be in both the currently participate 
and would like to participate categories), although the data does not identify the reason 
why these people are not participating as much as they would like e.g. it could be because 
of time constraints, lack of facilities available, the cost of the activity etc. 



 

Table 3.2 – Key Research and Consultation feedback regarding Swimming provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Sports Clubs/ 
Organisations  

 Tamworth Swimming Club uses the 
SnowDome for their club usage four 
times a week totalling 8 hours as 
well as 14 galas throughout the 
year.  

 The club is ‘essentially full’ with 
over 250 members with some 
sessions having up to 80 people; 
therefore more pool water space 
would be ideal for the club. 

 The club believe that Tamworth 
needs another pool in the Borough. 

 Tamworth Unicorns Swimming Club 
is a disabled swimming club located 
in the Borough who uses Wilnecote 
Leisure Centre. 

 They believe there is definite need 
for another swimming pool in 
Tamworth to provide disabled 
facilities to the public.  

 Tamworth Swimming Club has no 
issues with the quality of the 
facilities. 

 Tamworth Unicorns Swimming Club 
state they would benefit from a 
25m pool rather than the current 
18m pool at Wilnecote Leisure 
Centre. 

 They believe the facilities at 
Wilnecote Leisure Centre are very 
good due to the recent 
refurbishment. 

 Tamworth Swimming Club is happy 
with the pricing of the SnowDome 
for club and gala use. 

 Only issue is that the club has to 
pay for parking but this was stated 
as reasonable.  

 Tamworth Unicorns Swimming Club 
has a good relationship with 
Wilnecote Leisure Centre which 
allows booking for the pool on a 
regular basis. 

 They used to receive free pool 
access from Tamworth Borough 
Council which has been withdrawn. 
Therefore, price sensitivity is an 
issue with session costs charged up 
front rather than individually to 
help cover costs. 

 Access for disabled users at 
Wilnecote is very good with the club 
investing in equipment for the pool.  
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Group Quantity Quality Access 

NGBs – Amateur 
Swimming 
Association (ASA) 

 The ASA stated that shortfall of 
water space remains in Tamworth 
and will potentially get worse in the 
future. 

 There is a requirement for 
increased provision but this should 
be considered as part of a 
rationalisation process involving the 
future of Tamworth Enterprise 
College. As a result, the Council 
should close Tamworth Enterprise 
College and build a larger 
community/competition pool or 
maintain Tamworth Enterprise 
College and add another smaller 
pool 25m x 4-lane pool. 

 Tamworth Borough Council needs to 
decide whether or not a new 
provision should address 
competition issues. If so, then a 
25m x 8-lane pool should be 
provided. Anything smaller should 
not attempt to be a competition 
pool. 

 All the community swimming pools 
in Tamworth are becoming aged 
stock but they are still functional 
and capable of extended life 
through refurbishment. 

 As the private sector control the 
area’s main pool at the SnowDome, 
discussions about the future of the 
pool need to be taken into 
consideration. 

 All pools are currently accessible 
and spread across the Borough. 

 In the ASA’s view, there is only 
potential for the swimming club to 
currently develop at the SnowDome 
in Tamworth. Although the other 
pools have limited training potential 
as they are not short course length, 
they have no ability to develop 
standards of the club. 
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Group Quantity Quality Access 

County Sports 
Partnership (CSP) - 
Staffordshire 

 Staffordshire CSP state there is a 
shortfall of swimming water 
provision in Tamworth, Stoke and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.  Many of 
the facilities are up to capacity, 
requiring the need for additional 
pool water space. 

 Lichfield are looking to develop a 
pool at an existing school site at 
Friary Grange while there is 
potential for a new 25m pool in East 
Staffordshire in the future. 
However, the CSP believe both of 
these sites will not influence the 
shortfall in Tamworth. 

 

 The swimming facilities are ageing 
and are in need of upgrading across 
-Staffordshire. 

 Some of the school sites in 
Tamworth are not full size pools, 
therefore this influences 
programming across the Borough. 

 

 Most swimming community access is 
via school use. The schools 
currently realise the value of 
opening their facilities to the public 
but there are no official dual use 
agreements (except Tamworth 
Enterprise College), leaving the 
potential for schools to shut their 
facilities to the public at any time. 
Therefore, ideally more water 
would be publically available. 

 There is a lack of day time access 
due to the majority of pools on 
school sites, with only the 
SnowDome available to the public. 
Tamworth has an ageing population 
which may require the facilities in 
off peak hours. 

 Impact of the ageing stock, lack of 
capacity and size of the pools 
causes issues with programming. 
Casual access is being ‘squeezed’ 
out of programming with more 
lessons and club usage. 

 The Council has little influence over 
programming and pricing due to 
there being no local authority 
facilities in the Borough. This causes 
a lack of protection for groups, 
especially hard to reach groups.  



 

Summary of Swimming Pool Provision 

3.24 The key findings of the information above shows that, similarly to the previous Sports 
Strategy in 2009, there is still clearly a shortfall of accessible or good quality water space in 
Tamworth both now as well as in future, with demand significantly exceeding the total 
supply.  

3.25 Of the three main pools, Tamworth Enterprise College is already at 100% used capacity in 
peak times whilst the two other pools are close to Sport England’s ‘comfortable’ usage 
benchmark. This is expected to continue to increase, with the remaining two pools at 
Bannatynes and the SnowDome also exceeding the ‘comfortable’ thresholds by 2024. The 
Sport England FPM run also detailed that unmet demand begins to shift from being outside 
of the catchment area towards a lack of capacity in the Borough. 

3.26 There is limited spare capacity across the existing sites to provide swimming provision to 
change this shortfall and, whist the commercial pools have spare capacity, they are not 
easy to secure access to. Furthermore, at four of the six pools, there is still no daytime 
access and limited community access at evenings and weekends. 

3.27 Tamworth still also has only one pool in the Borough which is 25m in length with all other 
pools being smaller; therefore providing limited scope to provide access at the smaller 
pools. The ASA have indicated the importance of the SnowDome as a pool for Tamworth 
Swimming Club to develop.  

3.28 As a result of the information, the FPM concluded that the final option is to increase 
provision which remains in line with the previous Sports Strategy. 

3.29 The lack of provision in Tamworth was supported by both the County Sport Partnership 
(CSP) and the NGB for swimming, the ASA. They both state that additional pool water 
provision is required and it is only going to increase. The CSP believe that any new pools in 
neighbouring authorities would not influence the need for additional pool water provision in 
Tamworth. 

3.30 The ASA believe that if Tamworth Enterprise College remains open (currently at full 
capacity), then they recommend that a small community leisure pool (4 lane x 25m) should 
be provided for Tamworth. Furthermore, if this pool was to close or access to be removed, 
then a larger 8 lane 25m pool would be required. They also stated that an 8 lane 25m pool 
should also be considered if Tamworth Borough Council wants to address competition issues 
in the area (only the SnowDome can provide a 25m pool). 

3.31 Consultation with Tamworth Swimming Club and the Tamworth Unicorns Swimming Club 
(disabled club) also concluded that they believe there is need for a new swimming pool in 
the Borough, providing 25m access for users including those with disabilities. 

Recommendations 

3.32 There have been limited changes in the recommendations for swimming pool water 
provision in Tamworth. The following recommendations in this Sports Strategy update are 
provided as follows: 

 To increase the amount of accessible water space and the quality of provision in the 
Borough via:  

- Providing an increase in publically accessible water space in school pool provision by 
providing official Dual Use agreements to ensure provision cannot be displaced;  
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- Providing a swimming pool as part of a new community leisure centre that should 
include a 25m pool plus teaching pool ideally located in an area which is 
accessible to residents by a choice of means of transport to complement provision 
at the SnowDome. 

3.33 The size of the swimming pool at the new community leisure centre is dependent on the 
future of the pool at Tamworth Enterprise College (the pool is an ageing stock) and the 
need for the Borough Council to address the lack of competition issues in Tamworth.  

 



 

4. Sports Halls 

04 
4.1 This section provides the updated information in relation to sports hall provision across 

Tamworth. The box below provides a summary of the previous Sports Strategy. 

 

 

There were 5 halls across Tamworth plus a hall just outside the Borough boundary at 
Rawlett Community Sports College totalling 22 courts. The largest hall was 5 courts at 
Woodhouse School along with a four 4 court halls. All of the halls were based on school 
sites; therefore limiting the access to the community. Access was also limited due to block 
bookings by sports clubs/organisations which dominate peak hour booking slots. The age 
of the facilities vary enormously from QEMS in 1954 to Torc Campus which was 
refurbished in 2008. The quality of provision at the newer facilities was considered good, 
whilst the quality at the older sites, most notably at Belgrave Sports Centre and QEMS, 
was below standards. 

In terms of provision, Tamworth had 50.58m2 of court space per 1,000 people which was 
below England (78.90m2), West Midlands (76.68m2) and the surrounding neighbouring 
authorities. The FPM data showed that the demand for Tamworth was the equivalent of 
3,550 vpwpp with a current supply of 2,300 vpwpp (3,400 including Rawlett). Out of the 
visits, 93% of demand was being met (however over half of demand generated was 
being met by adjacent authorities) and of the 7% of demand unmet, the majority was 
due to a lack of a car or they were outside the walking catchment. In terms of the current 
halls, a number were above the 80% ‘comfortable’ level with Belgrave at 82% and 
Rawlett at 98%. The data also showed that Tamworth was a significant net exporter, with 
52% of demand generated in the Borough being ‘exported’ to sports halls in 
surrounding authorities. 

Future FPM runs for 2019 were also undertaken based on a 1% increase in 
population. This led to an increase of demand to 4,000 vpwpp, causing a reduction 
in satisfied demand to 91% (due to older ageing facilities and more demand). The 
reason for the unmet demand of 9% changed from transportation issues to the lack 
of capacity in the sports hall. In 2019, the sports halls will be operating at higher 
levels of used capacity at 70% with Belgrave and Rawlett in particular being ‘too 
busy’. As a result, the existing facilities are not able to absorb all the additional 
demand. Overall, both FPM runs showed that sports halls were operating at high 
levels of capacity (particularly at Rawlett and Belgrave) and struggled to meet 
demand. Further FPM ‘scenario testing’ carried out suggested that even with the 
refurbishment of existing sports halls and the provision of a new 4 court hall at 
QEMS, sports halls in Tamworth would still be operating at high levels of used 
capacity, with three of the five sports halls provided operating above ‘comfortable 
levels’. Consultation had also shown that a large proportion of local residents (48% 
of household survey respondents) did not consider there to be enough sports halls. 
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Therefore, the Strategy suggested that there was a current undersupply of sports halls 
with a number of facilities also falling below the expected quality standards. A large 
proportion of the demand was being exported to surrounding authorities and many halls 
would be too busy in 2019 to absorb the additional demand. The strategy recommended 
a new 4 court hall at QEMS, replacement of the existing 4 court hall at Rawlett to a 6 
court hall, retaining the existing halls or re-providing at Torc, Belgrave, Wilnecote and 
Woodhouse schools, improving the provision of ancillary halls/dance studios, improving 
the quality of provision on school sites and increasing the hours of community access to 
sports halls on school sites. The report also recommended exploring the viability of a new 
community sports centre (as per the swimming pool section). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2 The updated position in relation to sports hall provision is set out below. 

Current Provision 

Quantity 

4.3 There are currently 8 sports halls across 6 sites (with some sites having a sports hall and 
ancillary hall) which are detailed in the table below. 

Table 4.1 – Sports Halls in Tamworth 

Facility Type of Hall Size (m2) Courts 

Dosthill Boys Club Main Hall N/A 3 

Landau-Forte Academy 
Amington 

Main Hall 
594m2 (33m x 

18m) 
4 

Landau-Forte Sixth Form 
Academy – QEMS 

Main Hall 
680m2 (34m x 

20m) 
4 

Landau-Forte Sixth Form 
Academy – QEMS 

Ancillary Hall 
126m2 (18m x 

7m) 
N/A 

Tamworth Enterprise 
College 

Main Hall 
594m2 (33m x 

18m) 
4 

Torc Campus Main Hall 
594m2 (33m x 

18m) 
4 

Torc Campus Ancillary Hall N/A N/A 

Wilnecote Community 
Leisure Centre 

Main Hall 
629m2 (37m x 

17m) 
4 
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4.4 The table shows that there has been an increase in sports hall provision in Tamworth from 22 
courts in the previous Sports Strategy to 23 courts. Despite this increase, Rawlett Leisure 
Centre (was Rawlett College) which was situated just outside the Borough boundary is no 
longer included in the supply analysis (4 courts) as per the original Sports Strategy. 
Woodhouse School has now closed along with its 5 court sports hall and was replaced by a 4 
court hall as the new Landau-Forte Academy Amington in 2011. It should also be noted that 
similar to the swimming pool section, Belgrave Sports Centre is now known as Tamworth 
Enterprise College. 

4.5 The original Sports Strategy also included an ancillary hall at the QEM School (now Landau-Forte 
Sixth Form Academy QEMS) and this is still included alongside a new 4 court sports hall 
which was built in 2013. Furthermore, there has been the addition of Dosthill Boys Club 
sports hall (4 courts) built in 2008 as well as the ancillary court at the Torc Campus included 
in the recent FPM analysis. 

Access 

4.6 The location of the sports halls can be seen in Map 4.1 overleaf. The halls are spread across the 
Borough but the majority of the halls are located in the centre and the South of Tamworth. 
Therefore, people in the North of the Borough will have a longer walk or drive to their 
chosen facility. 
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Map 4.1 – Sports Halls in Tamworth  

 

4.7 The balance of provision is very much towards community recreational sports halls with sports 
halls which can provide for the full range of community sports participation but with only 
one activity at a time. 

4.8 There are also still access issues for the sports halls in Tamworth. With the exception of the 
new facility at Dosthill Boys Club, the sports halls are based on school sites with no day time 
access to these facilities. However, the Dosthill Boys Club 3 court hall is also only available 
in the evening for use; therefore no sports halls in Tamworth are available for day time 
access.  

Quality 

4.9 The age of the facilities still varies significantly with 3 of the sites built before 2000 and 3 sites 
built post 2000. Tamworth Enterprise College is the oldest facility which was opened in 1973 
and has not been refurbished. In addition, Torc Campus was opened in 1990 but it was 
refurbished in 2008, while Wilnecote Community Leisure Centre was opened in 1993 but 
refurbished in 2006. 
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4.10 In contrast, the newer centres have all been built in the last 6 years with Dosthill Boys Club 
opening in 2008, followed by Landau Forte Academy Amington (2011) and Landau-Forte 
Sixth Form Academy QEMS (2013).  

Adequacy of Current Provision 

Provision per 1,000 Population 

4.11 The FPM analysis states that the 8 sports hall across 6 sites gives a supply of 26.3 courts but 
when this is assessed based on the number of courts available for public use in the weekly 
peak period, this reduces to 19.4 courts.  

4.12 Tamworth has 3.3 courts per 10,000 people in 2014 and when based on population growth 
for 2024, this reduces slightly to 3.1 courts per 10,000 people. These figures are in line with 
both the Staffordshire and West Midland averages for both years.  

Facilities Planning Model 

Current Situation 

4.13 The key findings of the FPM data run for 2013 are that: 

 the provision of sports halls and the population in Tamworth gives demand of 3,574 
vpwpp and this equates to 22.06 courts. However, the supply of sports hall courts in 
2013 is only 19.41, creating a negative supply/demand balance of -2.65 courts (-3 
courts rounded); 

 19.3% of the Tamworth residents do not have access to a car. This is below the county 
average at 20% and significantly below the regional average at 24%. This means that 
around 1 in 5 visits to sports halls will be by people using either public transport or 
walking; 

 Satisfied demand is calculated at 95% which is in line and above the Staffordshire 
(93.7%) and West Midlands (91.5%) averages. In terms of exportation, 22.4% is met 
outside the authority; 

 The 5% unmet demand (180 vpwpp) equates to 1.11 courts and the majority of this 
unmet demand is due to people living outside the catchment (89%) rather than lack of 
capacity (11%); 

 Used capacity for sports halls is 91.2% in 2013, which is significantly above the Sport 
England ‘comfortable’ benchmark of 80% where Sport England regard sports halls as 
full. Four of the six sites are regarded as 100% full (Dosthill Boys Club, Landau-Forte 
Academy Amington, Landau-Forte Sixth Form Academy QEMS and Wilnecote Community 
Sports Centre) while Torc Campus is above the benchmark at 81%. Only Tamworth 
Enterprise College is below the halls full level with 57%; 

 The level of total imported demand is 26.5% in 2013; 

 In 2013, the relative share of access to sports halls in Tamworth is above the national 
average at +7. 
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Future Situation 

4.14 Further FPM runs were also carried out by Sport England to explore the implications of the 
population increase anticipated for Tamworth up to 2024 which included population growth 
in the Borough. The key findings from the future run indicate that: 

 the demand for sports hall visits is expected to grow by 2024 by 133 visits (3.7%) to 
3,707 vpwpp. This equates to 22.86 courts which is only a small increase from 2013 
(22.06). By 2024, the supply has been predicted to remain the same as 2013 (19.41) but 
the provision will be 11 years older; therefore, the negative supply/demand balance 
increases to -3.48 courts but remains at -3 courts as per 2013 when rounded; 

 The amount of people who have access to a car remains the same as 2013 (19.3%); 

 There is virtually no change in satisfied demand in Tamworth up to 2024 and it only 
decreases by 0.5% to 94.5%. The reason for virtually no change is that despite demand 
exceeding supply, the difference between the two is small and some of the Tamworth 
demand can be met by sports halls in neighbouring authorities. In addition, exported 
demand only changes by 0.1% to 22.5% by 2024;  

 Unmet demand is only expected to increase by 0.5% to 5.5% (205 visits or 1.26 courts) 
but the reasoning for the unmet demand begins to shift from 82% outside of the 
catchment (89% in 2013) to 18% due to lack of capacity (11% in 2013); 

 The used capacity figure continues to increase to 95% in 2024. The four sites (Dosthill 
Boys Club, Landau-Forte Academy Amington, Landau-Forte Sixth Form Academy QEMS 
and Wilnecote Community Sports Centre) all remain at 100% used capacity with the 
Torc Campus increasing to 94% (from 81%) and Tamworth Enterprise College increasing 
to 71% (from 57%); 

 Imported demand increases to 27.3% in 2024; 

 The relative share increases from +7 in 2013 to +13 in 2024. The reason for the 
improvement is most likely because the rate of population growth in Tamworth is 
below that of England wide so Tamworth gains more access to the national ‘cake’ of 
sports halls in 2024 when compared with 2013.  

4.15 Overall, the key finding for Tamworth is that it is estimated that in both 2013 and 2024 the 
estimated used capacity at 4 of the 6 sports hall sites in the authority is at 100%, whilst the 
used capacity is also expected to increase at Tamworth Enterprise College (71% in 2024) and 
Torc Campus (95% in 2024). 

4.16 The FPM states that the usual response to this differential level of used capacity is to 
suggest trying to re-distribute all the demand across the centres so as to make better use 
and balance of centres which are estimated to be underutilised. This will help to take the 
pressure off those which appear over utilised. However in this instance, the levels of 
estimated used capacity does mean that there is no “spare capacity” to manage the total 
demand and the answer to reducing the used capacity appears to be increase the provision 
of sports halls. 

 

4.17 In addition, there are 7 courts (rounded) or 26.9% of the total supply of badminton courts in 
Tamworth which are not available at peak times for public use. However the data set 
suggests these are small and dispersed sites, for example Tamworth Youth Club which has a 
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1 badminton court size sports hall. So this unavailable supply may, on grounds of scale, age 
and type of provider, not be a solution to increasing capacity from existing venues. 

4.18 Therefore, according to the FPM, provision of more sports halls appears to be the direction 
to address the current and future supply and demand findings. 

Research and Consultation 

4.19 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this update strategy 
in relation to sports hall provision is summarised in table 4.2 overleaf. We have also 
consulted with National Governing Bodies (NGB’s) to help aid the Strategy. 

4.20 In terms of Active People Survey information, 1.96% of adults have played badminton at 
least once in the last month, which is a reduction from 2.21% in the previous strategy. It is 
estimated by Sport England’s Market Segmentation tool that 1,293 people in Tamworth play 
Badminton while it is calculated that an estimated 1,174 people would like to play 
Badminton in the future. 

4.21 For basketball, 0.66% of the national population play once every month, while Sport England 
Market Segmentation identified that 353 people play basketball with 235 deemed to be 
classified as latent demand. 

4.22 Volleyball is also a popular sports hall activity of which 0.14% of the population participate 
in volleyball at least once a month (Active People Survey). It is expected that only 256 
people currently play volleyball (16+ years) according to the Market Segmentation with a 
latent demand of 71 people in Tamworth. 

4.23 Gymnastics and Trampolining has a participation rate of 0.16% at least once a month across 
England while on a Borough wide basis, Sport England Market Segmentation indicates that 
124 people currently participate in Tamworth with a further 95 people wanting to 
participate more often. 

 



 

Table 4.2 – Key Research and Consultation feedback regarding Sports Hall provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Sports Clubs/ 
Organisations  

 Tamworth Volleyball Club uses 
various sports halls in the Borough 
including Wilnecote, Torc Campus 
and Rawlett (just outside the 
boundary). 

 They identified that number of halls 
are good but ideally a larger hall 
could be located in Tamworth to 
house a 2 court Volleyball court. 

 Overall quality of halls is adequate; 
Wilnecote is very good apart from 
lighting, Rawlett’s court is good but 
issues with heating, leaking and 
changing rooms and Torc Campus is 
adequate but not perfect for 
Volleyball. 

 Tamworth Volleyball Club has no 
issues with booking at Wilnecote, 
Torc Campus and Rawlett so 
therefore no issues with provision. 

 Landau-Forte sites are too 
expensive for the Volleyball Club. 

 Tamworth Volleyball Club stated 
that are already one of the more 
expensive clubs in the local area to 
participate; therefore pricing is 
regularly monitored and there is 
limited scope to increase prices 
further. 

NGB’s – Badminton 
England/ England 
Basketball/ British 
Gymnastics 

 Badminton England believes there is 
no change in need for facilities as 
per the previous Strategy. They 
believe there is an increase in 
demand due to the increase in 
participation. 

 England Basketball stated that there 
are no facilities suitable for clubs in 
Tamworth (standard 4 court halls). 
The only facility recognised by 
England Basketball is Rawlett 
Leisure Centre just over the 
boundary in Lichfield. 

 Badminton England states that 
facilities play a strategic role for 
the West Midlands and Staffordshire 
as the East side of Staffordshire is a 
strong participation area for 
badminton and clubs. 

 Badminton England has received no 
request for grants for capital 
projects so quality as far as they are 
concerned is adequate. 

 England Basketball stated that the 
quality of courts is for recreation 
and schools but not club facilities. 

 Badminton England has identified no 
local accessibility issues; however 
school sites offer limited 
accessibility. 

 No access issues that England 
Basketball is aware of – it has 
received no applications for funding 
for improvements. 

 British Gymnastics stated that 
Tamworth GC has its own dedicated 
facility. The club is looking to 
expand into the next door facility 
making it even more accessible.  
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Group Quantity Quality Access 

 Tamworth is not regarded as a focus 
area and there is low participation 
(only one club Tamworth Tigers 
with 9 registered members). There 
are bigger urban areas to focus on 
currently for England Basketball. 
However, they will offer guidance 
and help if a larger facility was 
included in any future plans. 

 British Gymnastics believe there is 
currently provision for gymnastics 
and trampolining in Tamworth with 
two large clubs currently provided 
for. However, there are currently 
no Rhythmic clubs, and no clubs in 
Staffordshire offering this discipline 
with the NGB receiving requests 
recently. 

 Both clubs are strategically 
important for British Gymnastics 
offering sessions for all ages and 
abilities as well as being West 
Midlands Disability Hub Clubs. 

 British Gymnastics believe 
Wilnecote Leisure centre has 
limited and ageing equipment, 
although the centre itself is a nice 
environment. 

 

 G-Force operates out of Wilnecote 
Leisure Centre which is only 
accessible to the club on evenings. 

 In general, Gymnastics and 
Trampolining are accessible in 
Tamworth but there is no access to 
Rhythmic clubs. 

County Sports 
Partnership (CSP) - 
Staffordshire 

 The CSP stated that in general the 
population is increasing and ageing. 
There is not a massive need for new 
facilities but areas such as East 
Staffordshire where Tamworth is 
located may need more facilities 
due to new housing settlements. 

 The CSP believe the facilities are 
ageing and are in need of upgrading 
across the County. 

 Accessibility is similar to swimming 
where all of the sports halls are 
part of school sites and there are no 
official dual use agreements. This 
leaves the potential for future 
access issues if the schools change 
their policies. 
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Group Quantity Quality Access 

 The CSP stated that there is a 
shortfall of sports halls in 
Tamworth.  

 There has been money invested in 
the County in replacing or 
refurbishing existing sites, including 
school sites. 

 There is a lack of day time access 
due to the provision of sports halls 
in schools. 

 Tamworth Borough Council has little 
influence over programming and 
pricing due to there being no local 
authority facilities in the Borough. 
This causes a lack of protection for 
groups, especially hard to reach 
groups. 



 

Summary of Sports Hall Provision 

4.24 The key findings set above highlight that that, similarly to the previous Sports Strategy in 
2009, there is still clearly a shortfall of accessible or good quality sports hall space in 
Tamworth, both now as well as in future, with demand significantly exceeding the total 
supply. 

4.25 The previous Sports Strategy calculated a total supply of 22 courts and recommended that 
there was an increase of 3 courts at the QEMS school to a four court hall as well as Rawlett 
College (now Rawlett Leisure Centre) increasing by 2 courts to a 6 court hall. The Strategy 
also recommended retaining all the existing halls and re-providing where necessary. As the 
analysis above shows, there has only been an increase in 1 court since this Strategy (QEMS 
received a 4 court hall but Rawlett is now part of Lichfield’s analysis); therefore suggesting 
provision for the Borough has not changed as recommended. 

4.26 Furthermore, currently all of the sports halls in Tamworth are still based on school sites 
with no daytime access and limited out of hour’s access at some sites except from the 
Dosthill Boys Club which is a new 3 court hall but still only allows evening and weekend 
usage.  

4.27 There is only one official Dual-Use agreement at Tamworth Enterprise College, therefore 
potentially causing access issues if the schools remove their usage. Similarly to the previous 
Sports Strategy, block bookings by sports clubs and organisations currently dominate peak 
hour booking slots, limiting opportunity for casual use. This lack of daytime access could 
also be detrimental to the health of Tamworth’s residents, with an ageing population 
requiring day time access for the older generation in off-peak hours.  

4.28 The quality of sports halls is not as much of an issue with three new halls being supplied 
since the previous Sports Strategy (Dosthill Boys Club 2008, Landau-Forte Academy 
Amington 2011 and Landau-Forte Sixth Form Academy QEMS) and two being refurbished 
(Torc Campus 2008 and Wilnecote Community Leisure Centre 2006). 

4.29 The FPM run data indicates that existing sports halls are operating at high levels of capacity 
and struggle to meet demand with 4 of the 6 main halls classed as 100% Used Capacity. This 
is expected to continue into 2024 with the remaining two halls also being significantly above 
the Sport England benchmark.  A large proportion of the demand generated from within 
Tamworth is being met by sports halls in surrounding Boroughs which disadvantages 
residents who are less mobile/ do not have access to a car.   

4.30 In order to take the pressure off these sports halls, additional provision of sports halls 
appears to be the path forward. There is a lack of spare capacity to redistribute the 
demand across the current halls. The smaller ancillary halls are also unable to help release 
the demand pressure. 

4.31 Consultation with stakeholders such as the County Sports Partnership (CSP) shows they 
support this data. Staffordshire CSP state that despite the County in general having no real 
demand for sports halls, they believe there is a shortfall of sports hall provision in 
Tamworth with East Staffordshire requiring more facilities due to new housing settlements. 
They also have a concern about the lack of official Dual-Use agreements, with a local 
authority leisure facilities key to future provision in Tamworth. 

4.32 In terms of NGB’s, Badminton England believes there is a requirement for additional 
provision as their sport continues to grow in the area. However, England Basketball provided 
no real need for additional provision but stated that the current halls in Tamworth are not 
sufficiently large enough to suit club Basketball need. This also reflects the local Volleyball 
Club that stated a larger hall in the area would benefit the growth of their club who 
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4.33 In terms of gymnastics, Tamworth Olympic Gymnastic Club’s facility is private and they are 
already expanding while Wilnecote Leisure Centre’s facilities include limited and  aged 
equipment along with limited access to the hall; therefore there is potential for G-Force 
Gymnastics Club to develop the club at a newer, affordable sports hall. 

Recommendations 

4.34 As a result of the information above, there have been limited changes in the 
recommendations for sports hall provision in Tamworth. The following recommendations in 
this Sports Strategy are provided: 

 continue to improve the quality, increase capacity and increase the hours of community 
access to sports halls on school sites via:  

- retaining and enhancing the existing halls and refurbishing the 4 court sports hall at 
Tamworth Enterprise College. 

- continue to improve the quality of provision on school sites to ensure that the sports 
halls provided meet Sport England design guidance 

- increasing the hours of community access to sports halls on school sites;  and discuss 
opportunities for setting up formal dual-use agreements 

 the provision of a new community leisure centre that includes at least a 4 court sports 
hall located in an area which is accessible to residents by a choice of means of transport 
as per the previous Sports Strategy recommendations. The size of the hall could 
potentially be increased to a 6 court hall to provide club provision for sports such as 
Volleyball and Basketball and to further decrease the pressure on the four sites 
currently operating at 100% used capacity. 

 



 

5. Health and Fitness 

05 
5.1 Section 5 of this report provides updated information in relation to the current 

provision and future need for health and fitness suites in the Borough of Tamworth.  
The box below provides a summary of the previous Sports Strategy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The eight health and fitness suites combined to a total of 357 stations, ranging from 
small school sites to large-scale private member facilities such as Bannatynes Health 
Club, the SnowDome and Arena Health and Fitness Club. There were no IFI sites and 
the quality of the sites was generally ‘average’ or ‘good’ quality except Bannatynes and 
the SnowDome which were ‘high’ quality. 

Tamworth had 4.63 stations per 1,000 people and this was lower than the region of 
West Midlands (5.09), England (5.74) and the surrounding authorities (except 
Nuneaton and Bedworth). The demand model used in the Strategy calculated a 
demand for 340 stations, 17 less than the supply. However, previous research by 
Mintel suggested that a balanced health and fitness market should comprise a 50/50 
split between public and privately operated facilities.  In Tamworth, circa 70% of 
supply was only available on a registered membership basis, therefore, there was likely 
to be demand for additional provision on a ‘pay and play’ basis. 

Consultation showed that the majority of existing facilities operated on a membership 
basis, with limited opportunities for ‘pay and play’. There was also an uneven 
distribution of facilities, with most provision based within the west analysis area but 
the quality of current provision is generally good or average.  

In terms of future provision, the strategy assessed the provision against the projected 
population demand for 2026 which demonstrated that demand for health and fitness 
would increase and also highlighted the uneven distribution of facilities (303 of the 357 
stations being located within the west analysis area). As a result, the total under 
supply for Tamworth was equivalent to 73 stations currently and will equate to 110 
stations by 2026, emphasising the need for increased provision to meet future demand 
with a significant lack of provision in the North East and East, followed by the North 
and South West. These areas were the priority for new provision. There was also a 
lack of public facilities located in the West of the Borough and therefore the Council 
should look to encourage operators to offer increased opportunities for users to 
access facilities on a pay and play basis. It was concluded that a new local 
community leisure centre would help reduce these deficiencies. 

 

5.2 The updated position in relation to health and fitness facility provision is set out 
below. 
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5.3  

Quantity 

5.4 Since the previous Sports Strategy report, there are now 11 health and fitness 
facilities, increasing from 8 health and fitness facilities in 2009 and this is described in 
Table 5.1 below. 

Table 5.1 – Health and Fitness Facilities 

Facility Type 
Number of 

Stations 

Bannatynes Health Club Registered Membership 120 

Body Zone Gym Pay and Play 30 

Claymore Gym Pay and Play 55 

Landau-Forte Academy Amington 
Sports Club/Community 

Association 24 

Landau-Forte Academy Tamworth 
Sixth Form QEMS 

Sports Club/Community 
Association 24 

Lifestyle Fitness Tamworth Registered Membership 98 

Tamworth Boxing Club Pay and Play 10* 

Tamworth SnowDome Fitness Pay and Play 90 

Tamworth Rugby Union Football 
Club 

Sports Club/Community 
Association 30 

The Fitness Hub Pay and Play 60 

Wilnecote Community Leisure 
Centre Pay and Play 14 

*Estimated number of stations 

5.5 The 11 health and fitness suites provide a total of 555 stations ranging in size from the 
smallest at the Wilnecote Community Leisure Centre and the Tamworth Boxing Club to 
the largest with 120 stations at Bannatynes Health Club. In the original strategy, there 
were 357 stations; therefore there has been an increase of 198 stations in Tamworth. 

5.6 It should be noted that in the previous strategy, Landau-Fonte Academy Tamworth 
Sixth Form was known as Tamworth Sports Campus, Arena Health and Fitness is now 
renamed Lifestyle Fitness and Mick’s gym is now known as Claymore Gym. In addition, 
after a site visit, it was discovered that the Total Fitness Centre has now closed down 
in 2013. 
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Access   

5.7 The map below shows the location of the 11 facilities across Tamworth, identifying the 
additional health and fitness suites. The map shows there is now a more even 
distribution of facilities across the Borough, but the large scale facilities at the 
SnowDome, Bannatyne’s and Lifestyle Fitness are still located in a central area. 

5.8 In the map below, the red dots identify the new facilities in Tamworth since the last 
Sports Strategy while the yellow dots identify the facilities that have remained. 

Map 5.1 – Health and Fitness Facilities in Tamworth 

 

5.9 There are still no Inclusive Fitness Initiative (IFI) health and fitness sites available in 
Tamworth. The IFI Mark is managed within the English Federation of Disability Sport 
(EFDS) and it is recognised in being fundamental in addressing inequality in physical 
activity. A site visit to the SnowDome showed that provision was still of ‘very good’ 
quality with access for disabled users. The facility also had a large car park for users of 
the facility, with no payment charge for members. 
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5.10 The Fitness Hub is one of the new facilities since the previous Sports Strategy. The 
facility was a small industrial unit with an outside area focused on functional strength 
and conditioning. Access was regarded as ‘average’ for the Fitness Hub with limited car 
parking which was unorganised and busy due to surrounding businesses which could 
potentially be difficult for disabled participants. 

Quality 

5.11 Site visits were undertaken at four of the facilities. The SnowDome had ‘very high’ 
quality facilities with new well maintained equipment for cardiovascular, weight 
training and classes, high standards of cleanliness and décor and informative staff and 
information on display.  The facility also has the additional facilities of a wet spa and 
swimming pool. 

5.12 The Fitness Hub was part of an industrial unit and appeared to be focused on strength 
and conditioning and weight training. The equipment was of ‘good’ quality but 
appeared to be ageing. 

5.13 A site visit to Lifestyle Fitness Tamworth was unsuccessful due to access issues due to 
the low cost reception which required electronic entrance while the Total Fitness 
Centre was visited but was now closed.  

Adequacy of Current Provision 

5.14 Sport England strategic planning tools Active Places Power and the FPM do not 
calculate an estimated demand for health and fitness. The Fitness Industry Association 
has devised a model that provides guidance on the supply of stations against the 
current anticipated demand.  The model defines health and fitness users as all people 
participating in health and fitness, including private club members and users of local 
authority facilities. The model is based on peak period demand, and the peak times are 
identified as follows: 

 Mon-Fri, 6pm – 10pm; and 

 Sat-Sun, 12pm – 4pm. 

5.15 For modelling purposes, it is assumed that 65% of the total weekly usage occurs at the 
busiest (peak) time periods. Based on research with health and fitness operators it has 
been assumed that the average member/user visits the facility 2.4 times per week. 

5.16 The calculations from this model to estimate the demand for health and fitness 
provision can be seen overleaf. The tables show the demand compared to the national 
and local participation rates for the current and future situations (2031).



 

Table 5.2 – Current Situation in Tamworth in 2014 

Standard 
Value (National 

Participation Rate) Total 
Total (Tamworth 

Participation Rate) Total 

Population (over 16)  61,467  61,467 

% of population participating in health and 
fitness 

10.9% 6,700 8.8% 5,409 

Average number of visits per week 2.4 16,080 2.4 12,982 

No. of visits in peak time 65% 10,452 65% 8,438 

No. of visits in one hour of peak time 28 373 28 301 

Total Number of Stations Required (Peak 
Time) 

 373  301 

 

5.17 The table shows that it is expected that Tamworth should have between 301 and 373 health and fitness stations in the Borough 
(average of 337 stations). 

5.18 The table 5.3 overleaf looks at the future need of the Borough. In order to establish this, we have used the ONS 2012 based 
Subnational Population Projections to establish the potential demand in 2031. 

Update Paper for the Tamworth Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy  Page 57 



 

Update Paper for the Tamworth Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy Page 58   

 

Table 5.3 – Future Situation in Tamworth in 2031 

Standard 
Value (National 

Participation Rate) 
Total 

Total (Tamworth 
Participation Rate) 

Total 

Population (over 16)  68,000  68,000 

% of population participating in health and 
fitness 

10.9% 7,208 8.8% 5,984 

Average number of visits per week 2.4 17,299 2.4 14,362 

No. of visits in peak time 65% 11,244 65% 9,335 

No. of visits in one hour of peak time 28 402 28 333 

Total Number of Stations Required (Peak 
Time) 

 402  333 

 

5.19 The table shows that it is expected that Tamworth should have between 333 and 402 health and fitness stations in the Borough by 
2031 (average of 368 stations). 

5.20 Therefore, the demand model calculates that for the current position, Tamworth has a demand for an average of 337 stations, 
which is significantly below the current supply of 555 stations, suggesting there is a large oversupply of health and fitness facilities. 
In the previous Sports Strategy, there were 357 stations which would fall in line with the current demand levels. Consequently, it 
appears that in the last 5 years, the supply has significantly increased due to an growth in sites and the number of stations at the 
previous sites despite no real change in demand.



 

5.21 In terms of the future demand of health and fitness by 2031, it is expected that the 
demand for the number of stations is to increase to between 333 and 402, or an 
average of 368 stations. This is still below the current supply of health and fitness 
stations. 

Summary of Health and Fitness Provision 

5.22 Overall, the key findings set out above highlight that: 

 participation in health and fitness activities continues to be one of the most popular 
activities, both nationally and locally, as per the previous Sports Strategy in 2009; 

 there is no statistical demand locally for any additional provision with a large over 
supply of health and fitness stations; 

 there has been an increase in the opportunities for ‘pay and play’ since the previous 
Sports Strategy with 7 of the 12 sites now offering public access without a membership 
required;- 

 there is still an uneven distribution of facilities, with most provision based within the 
west and a lack of facilities in the north east and east; 

 the quality of current provision is good/average. 

5.23 As a result, there is a significant statistical oversupply of health and fitness provision 
indicating that no further facilities are required now or in the future. However, if a 
new community leisure centre was to be provided, it would make sense from both a 
user-experience and revenue maximisation perspective that it should include some 
form of health and fitness suite facilities to complement the other wet and dry 
facilities. 

Recommendations 

5.24 Since the last Strategy, provision has significantly increased changing the requirements 
for the recommendations. The following recommendations in this Sports Strategy are 
provided as follows: 

 update and invest in the current facilities rather than increase the provision in order to 
maintain good standards at the current sites; 

 explore the potential for one or more health and fitness facilities to become IFI 
accredited; 

 despite the statistical oversupply of stations, a health and fitness suite should be part 
of any new community leisure centre to compliment the swimming pool and sports hall 
and maximise revenue generation, albeit containing a suitable amount of stations. The 
size of facility should be determined by a latent demand analysis specific to the chosen 
site as part of any future feasibility study / business case for a new leisure centre. 
Ideally, this could be located in the north east or east of the Borough to reduce the 
deficiencies of stations in those areas of the Borough as identified by map 5.1 above.   
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6. Playing Pitch Strategy 

6.1 This section provides an update to Sections 6 (Synthetic Turf Pitches) and 7 (Playing 
Pitch Strategy) of the Tamworth Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy. These 
sections have been combined due to the integration of AGPs (Artificial Grass Pitches) 
within the new Playing Pitch Strategy methodology. For compliance with up to date 
terminology, Synthetic Turf Pitches (STPs) will be referred to throughout as Artificial 
Grass Pitches (AGPs). 

6.2 The key findings and recommendations in the 2009 strategies are summarised below. 

Synthetic Turf Pitch (STP) 

Analysis revealed 3AGPs in Tamworth. There were also two additional pitches 
located just outside the Borough boundary at Rawlett Community Sports College 
(100m x 60m and 70m x 35m). Of these pitches, the full size pitch at Rawlett 
College was the only 3G pitch. This means that all provision was located at school 
sites and there was no access during school hours. 

Provision was above the national and regional quantitative averages and pitches 
were deemed to be geographically well distributed across the Borough. The 
existing provision was deemed to be in good condition  

The key priorities were therefore set out as: 

 To ensure that STPS were retained / replaced and that investment was 
planned for carpet refurbishment 

 Ensure that formal community usage agreements continued to be in place 

 To promote the hire of small sections of the AGPs to increase availability at 
peak time. 

Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) 

The Playing Pitch Strategy highlighted an overall shortage of pitches, more 
specifically; 

 Although there were sufficient adult football pitches, this was 
counterbalanced with shortages of mini and junior football pitches and 
population growth would see this exacerbated. The balance of play over the 
weekend, with adults playing on a different day to juniors, alleviated many of 
these concerns 

 The quality of football pitches was generally average although the lack of 
drainage and grass coverage were key issues, along with a lack of appropriate 
parking 

 There were also shortages of rugby pitches, in particular for use by junior 
teams and issues with a lack of floodlighting for training 
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 There were sufficient hockey and cricket pitches to meet current and 
projected future demand and no specific issues identified. 

The key priorities were therefore identified as; 

 The reallocation of teams to sites that was underused 

 Securing community use of school sites, particularly for mini and junior teams 

 Qualitative improvements, particularly drainage to improve pitch capacity 

 Improvements to the rugby club site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.3 The remainder of this section therefore reviews the current supply and demand for 
grass pitches and AGPs and updates these recommendations to reflect the changes that 
have taken place. 

6.4 It should be noted that the methodology for evaluating the adequacy of playing fields 
was reviewed in 2013 and is now set out in ‘Playing Pitch Guidance, An approach to 
Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy’ (Sport England 2013). This replaces 
the Guidance included in ‘Towards a Level Playing Field (TaLPF)’ and ‘A Manual for the 
Production of Playing Pitch Strategies (2002)’ that was used in the preparation of the 
2009 Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy. This updated assessment has therefore 
been undertaken in line with the new methodology. 

6.5 Figure 6.1 overleaf summarises the ten stages of this new methodology which are 
designed to evaluate the demand for football, cricket, rugby and hockey.
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Figure 6.1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step 
Approach 

 

6.6 While the principles of the methodology remain similar, there are several key changes, 
which include; 

 A greater involvement of the National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) 

 Guidance and analysis is tailored to how each sport is played, as opposed to a 
uniform approach applicable to all sports 

 Analysis is undertaken at a site specific level, building up to a Borough wide picture 
and considers the capacity of pitches across the week, as well as at peak time 

 The role of AGPs is now an integral part of the guidance. 

6.7 The full guidance document can be found on the Sport England website. 
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6.8 As this represents an update to the 2009 strategy, only an overview assessment has 
been undertaken. The approach adopted has been agreed with NGBs, as well as Sport 
England. In brief, this assessment has involved: 

 Updating the existing audit of supply using available tools (including Active Places 
Power and NGB data) local knowledge and telephone consultation. A survey was 
also distributed to schools; 

 Consultation with providers including schools, clubs and Tamworth Borough Council; 

 Site visits to key sites (although it should not be noted that the timing of the 
assessment means that detailed assessments to pitches for most sports were not 
possible); 

 Preparation of an updated demand audit. This includes collection of data on teams 
playing in the Borough, training habits, displaced and latent demand. This element 
of work has been supported by the relevant NGBs 

 Consultation with key pitch users including league secretaries and representatives 
of larger clubs 

 Engagement with the respective NGBs.  

6.9 In line with the methodology, the supply and demand information collated through the 
above steps has been used to; 

 understand the situation at individual sites; 

 develop current and projected future pictures of provision across the Borough; and  

 identify the key findings and issues that need to be addressed. 

6.10 The remainder of this section therefore provides an overview of each sport in the 
Borough and summarises the issues identified. The strategic priorities for future pitch 
provision, which are generated from the issues identified, and site specific actions are 
set out in Section 10.  

6.11 Where significant changes to the methodology have taken place between 2009 and 
2014, these are explained at the relevant point during this section. 

6.12 For the ease of reading, this section of the report provides a summary of the key issues 
and recommendations of the Playing Pitch Strategy. The whole Playing Pitch Strategy 
report can be found in Appendix B. 

6.13 The key issues arising from the assessment of facility requirements for pitch sports are 
summarised overleaf.
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Table 6.1 – Summary of Key Issues 

Sport Key Issues 

Football The 2009 strategy indicated that despite sufficient adult football pitches, 
there were deficits of smaller pitches. Despite significant attempts by the 
leagues to make better use of the pitches available and a reduction in 
demand as well as the reconfiguration of the pitch stock, it is evident that 
some of the issues identified in 2009 remain. 

The amount of pitches has emerged as a key concern for local clubs and 
leagues and modelling highlights several issues. Analysis of the adequacy 
of supply to meet demand for 2013 – 2014 indicates that overall there is a 
small amount of capacity to accommodate additional demand on full sized 
football pitches, however the amount of spare capacity is however more 
limited for smaller sized pitches.  

For all pitch types, access to facilities at peak time is a much greater 
concern than the use of pitches across the week – this is caused by the 
particularly high concentration of demand at the peak time for each 
pitch. This occurs despite efforts by the Tamworth Junior League to 
stagger kick off, which have indeed facilitated the amount of football that 
is currently being played in the Borough. The focus of peak time play 
means that across the Borough, and reflecting the overall spare capacity 
in the pitch stock, very few sites are overplayed.  

Taking into account the curricular use of playing fields however and 
looking at the Borough wide picture, junior pitches are overplayed and 
there are just 5 match equivalent slots available at 9v9 pitches. While 
capacity for adult matches equates to 24 matches per week (taking into 
account curricular use), spare capacity at peak time is restricted to 7.5 
match equivalents. 

The lower levels of spare capacity at junior and 9v9 pitches mean that 
there are limited opportunities for growth and many clubs are concerned 
about the amount of pitches that are available. There is a strong reliance 
upon the education sector for the provision of smaller sized pitches and 
all secondary schools play an important role in accommodating large clubs 
on their large sites. While these sites currently offer formal secured 
agreements and promote access, the move to academy status means that 
this access for clubs is not in the hand of the local authority. The loss of 
these pitches would see significant shortfalls of junior pitches in 
particular, but would also generate deficits of 9v9 pitches. Most 
importantly, these sites are key in providing for large community clubs in 
the area. Shortfalls in adjacent Council areas exacerbate the issues 
identified. 

There are significant aspirations for club growth and taking into account 
population growth, as well as baseline projections for increased 
participation (FA figures), there are shortfalls of circa 5 junior pitches, 
and the supply of all other pitch types is closely balanced with demand, 
with few opportunities for rest and recovery. Furthermore, if the type of 
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sites are taken into account (small primary schools of limited quality and 
desirability due to only offering one pitch), there are also issues with the 
stock of mini pitches.  

There is very limited spare capacity outside the large school sites, which 
are each used by one club. Other junior clubs wishing to develop are 
therefore faced with a lack of opportunities and no spare capacity. There 
is therefore a need for additional pitches to meet projected future 
demand (at least 5 junior pitches) and to ensure that participation is not 
inhibited. Additional pitches are also required to negate the risk of the 
loss of any sites currently secured for use but out of the Borough Councils 
control. 

Added to the quantity issues, quality concerns emerged as the other key 
issue through consultation. The emphasis on peak time play means that 
these have a much lower impact than they would if play was more spread 
(as pitches are not required to sustain multiple matches per week as 
demand is all at the same time). The quality of pitches does however 
clearly impact upon player enjoyment and perceived quality of pitches, 
alongside the car parking and changing rooms that are provided, is 
evidently a contributing factor for the slight imbalance in the use of 
pitches. While Anker Valley is at capacity, there is much more limited use 
of the outlying satellite sites. Changing facilities are not necessarily 
required for the Tamworth Sunday league, but teams playing in other 
leagues are restricted to either school or club based sites, or Anker Valley. 
Clubs also raise issues with the maintenance regimes. If this is not fit for 
purpose, high levels of use of the sites will see quality deteriorate and the 
stock become insufficient to cope. Ancillary facilities such as toilets can 
also be an important consideration for junior teams and it is important 
that appropriate basic facilities are provided. 

In addition to participation increases and population growth within the 
Borough boundaries, plans for growth just outside Tamworth are also 
likely to impact and this will need to be considered once the scale and 
location of growth is known 

Clubs also highlight a lack of 3g pitch provision as inhibiting club growth 
and football development and there are particular concerns about access 
to these facilities for training. 

AGPs – 
Hockey and 
Football 

There are 3 AGPs in the Borough, two of which are full sized (at the 
Landau Forte Academies) and a small pitch at Tamworth Enterprise 
College. All three pitches are sand based meaning that they can be used 
for hockey and for football training only. They are not suitable for use for 
competitive football 

Sport England FPM modelling suggests that there is a small shortfall in 
provision and a particular imbalance between sand and 3g pitches.  FA 
modelling which looks specifically at demand for 3g pitches for football 
use supports this, indicating that at least 1.7 3g pitches are required. 
There are currently 0 within the Borough 
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All of the existing AGPs are of standard – good quality meaning that there 
are no concerns about the degree to which the sites are fit for purpose. 
Both Landau Forte Academy Amington and Tamworth Enterprise College 
are however approaching ten years old, meaning that replacement 
surfaces will be required in the relative short term 

QEMS is an important site for hockey, accommodating the only hockey 
club in the Borough – Tamworth Hockey Club. The club use the site 
midweek and at weekends, capacity on a Saturday is becoming restricted 
due to a high number of senior teams 

Outside of this hockey use, the main use of AGPs is football. Current usage 
patterns indicate that there are few spare slots available over the 
midweek period and in particular for junior clubs, as most of the spare 
capacity is either 9 – 10pm or 5 – 6pm. Football clubs would also prefer a 
3g surface as it is more suitable for football than the existing sand based 
facilities. 

While population growth will have little impact on hockey, attempts to 
increase participation may see further activity at the hockey club. This 
could be accommodated within the existing site. 

Identified latent demand for football, as well as participation increases is 
likely to see demand for football grow further and it is anticipated that 
this would translate into further unmet demand for AGPs. Unmet demand 
is therefore equivalent to at least 2 pitches. 3g pitches on the FA register 
can be used for competitive activity and can therefore offset unmet 
demand for football at peak time.  

Cricket The 2009 strategy identified few issues with the provision of facilities for 
cricket. There remains only one club in the Borough (Wilnecote CC) and 
they have fluctuating demand. The site has capacity to cope with both 
current and projected demand and scope to increase play by 
approximately 30 games per season (3 teams). There is therefore no 
requirement for additional provision. 

While the other 2 sites containing cricket pitches are not used by 
community clubs, there is limited requirement for this currently. They do 
however present an opportunity if demand was to increase suddenly, 
although pitch quality improvements are likely to be required. 

Like the amount of cricket pitches, few issues were identified with the 
quality of cricket pitches, with nets being the only priority identified by 
the club 

The low level of participation means that population growth will have 
relatively limited impact, however plans for growth just outside Tamworth 
are also likely to impact and this will need to be considered once the 
scale and location of growth is known 

Rugby The 2009 strategy indicates that there was a shortfall of junior pitches 
although the stock of senior pitches was sufficient. There has been a small 
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decline in the number of teams run by the club, but up to date modelling 
reveals that the existing club site is overplayed, and there is a reliance on 
the use of pitches at Landau Forte Amington and Landau Forte QEMs for 
training. 

Detailed site visits were not possible due to the time of the year that the 
update was carried out; however it was clear from visits that were 
undertaken that there was scope to improve the quality of equipment. 
The club also highlight significant issues with drainage and raise concerns 
about the quality of the clubhouse. The overplay at the club is directly 
caused by the poor drainage and limited maintenance programme. This 
directly impacts on the capacity of the pitches. Improvements to pitch 
maintenance and drainage would see capacity increase to 9 matches per 
week, which would be sufficient to accommodate some competitive 
activity. 

The low level of participation means that population growth will have 
relatively limited impact, however plans for growth just outside Tamworth 
are also likely to impact and this will need to be considered once the 
scale and location of growth is known 

  

Summary of Key Findings and Recommendations 

6.14 The table 6.2 overleaf summarises the key strategic priorities to improve pitch 
provision across Tamworth Borough as a whole. Site specific issues and priorities are 
summarised in Appendix G. Appendix G also outlines the likely timescale and proposed 
lead for each action. 

6.15 The strategic priorities are based upon the following criteria: 

 Sustainability; 

 Partnership approach; and 

 Investment focuses upon where the greatest impact will be felt.



 

Table 6.2 – Summary of Key Findings and Recommendations 

Summary of Key Findings Recommendations (Strategic Priorities) 

There is a small amount of capacity to accommodate additional demand 
on full sized football pitches; however the amount of spare capacity is 
more limited for smaller sized pitches. The lower levels of spare 
capacity at junior and 9v9 pitches mean that there are limited 
opportunities for growth and many clubs are concerned about the 
amount of pitches that are available. 

Taking into account population growth, as well as baseline projections 
for increased participation (FA figures), there are shortfalls of circa 5 
junior pitches, and the supply of all other pitch types is closely 
balanced with demand, with few opportunities for rest and recovery. 
Excluding mini pitches at small school sites, the pitch stock of this type 
of facility is also insufficient. 

There is a strong reliance upon the education sector for the provision of 
smaller sized pitches and all secondary schools play an important role in 
accommodating large clubs on their large sites. The move to academy 
status means that this access for clubs is not in the hand of the local 
authority. The loss of these pitches would see significant shortfalls of 
junior pitches in particular, but would also generate deficits of 9v9 
pitches. Most importantly, these sites are key in providing for large 
community clubs in the area. Additional pitches are therefore required 
to negate the risk of the loss of any sites currently secured for use but 
out of the Borough Councils control. 

There are no clear opportunities for growth outside the large school 
sites, which are each used by one club. Other junior clubs wishing to 
develop are therefore faced with a lack of opportunities and no spare 
capacity.  

The quality of pitches is also limited, with issues including pitch 
condition, drainage, changing accommodation and parking.  Issues with 

Provide a 3g pitch through the extension of the facility at Tamworth 
Enterprise College (and conversion to a 3g surface). This will support 
both additional club training and will be capable of use for competitive 
fixtures, reducing the deficit of pitches. The infrastructure to provide 
such a pitch already exists and the site will also benefit Cottage Farm 
FC, who as a Charter Standard Development Club is high priority for the 
FA. This site is also approaching capacity when taking into account 
school use. 

Undertake detailed quality assessments at Anker Valley during the 
football season in order to establish any quality issues that need 
addressing. These should then be prioritised and actioned. As the key 
public site, the quality of this facility is of paramount importance. 

Review the maintenance contract and the performance of this contract 
to ensure appropriate specifications are being achieved. 

On the assumption that a new 3g pitch at Tamworth Enterprise College 
becomes quickly at capacity, undertake an options appraisal for the 
development of an additional AGP in the Borough. Potential options 
should include Wilnecote High School, Anker Valley, Bolehall Swifts 
(stadium AGP). The potential benefits of each site are included in site 
specific Appendix G. 

To accommodate current and increasing demand, provide an additional 
multi pitch site (at least five pitches) to accommodate existing unmet 
demand and projected increases in demand arising from participation 
increases and population growth. This should contain appropriate 
ancillary facilities as well as grass pitches. 

An additional pitch site should also be provided to mitigate against the 
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Summary of Key Findings Recommendations (Strategic Priorities) 

maintenance are also under scrutiny. In particular, the outlying sites are 
poor and offer limited potential for improvement. 

Although the Borough contains 2.5 AGPs, the analysis highlights a lack of 
3g pitches in the Borough for training. 3g pitches can be used for 
competitive matches if they are included on the FA register and can 
therefore help to address unmet demand for grass playing fields as well 
as training facilities. 

Wilnecote CC has capacity to cope with both current and projected 
demand and scope to increase play by approximately 30 games per 
season (3 teams). There are few ongoing issues for cricket however it is 
essential that the quality of the existing facility is maintained. 
Tamworth BC (based in Lichfield) is currently seeking a second ground 
due to their existing site functioning at capacity and teams having to 
use varying second grounds.  

Modelling demonstrates that the rugby club is currently operating over 
capacity. This is directly influenced by the poor quality of the existing 
pitches (drainage) and the maintenance schedule of these pitches. 
There also issues with the quality of the pavilion, including both 
external building work and internal refurbishments that are required.  

Plans for growth just outside Tamworth are also likely to impact and 
this will need to be considered once the scale and location of growth is 
known. 

potential reduction in community access to existing academy sites. 

Secure community use and invest in qualitative improvements at large 
primary school sites not currently accommodating any use – Coton Green 
Primary School, Flaxhill School and Moorgate Primary School.  Each of 
these sites offers potential to accommodate a small junior club. Support 
clubs in building relationships with these schools.  

Support drainage improvements at Ninefoot Playing Fields to improve 
site capacity and the creation of ancillary facilities where these are 
clearly required (large numbers of teams). 

Ensure that the stock of AGPs remains sufficient by encouraging 
providers to regularly invest in surface replacement. Ensure that Landau 
Forte QEMS is retained as a sand based facility to support the ongoing 
growth and development of Tamworth Hockey Club. 

Support Wilnecote Cricket Club with ongoing improvements required to 
their club base to maintain opportunities for cricket in the Borough. 
Support Tamworth Cricket Club in the identification of a suitable second 
ground close to their existing site. 

In light of the significant quality issues identified at Tamworth RUFC, 
and subsequent overplay generated by these issues, undertake a 
detailed quality assessment during the playing season to identify the 
specific improvements likely to be required. This should then lead to 
improvements to the maintenance programme and the installation of 
pipe drainage systems. Work with Tamworth RUFC to improve internal 
and external issues with the pavilion and clubhouse. 

For all sports, undertake a review of the implications of population 
growth outside the Borough once the scale and location of this is known. 
This should take into account the TGRs included within this document. 
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7. MUPA’s, Skate Parks and BMX Tracks 

07 
7.1 This section provides the updated information in relation to Multi-Use Play Areas 

(MUPAs) and Skate Park provision across Tamworth.  The box below shows a summary 
of the previous Sports Strategy findings. 

The strategy identified eight MUPA’s and one Skate Park of which all of the facilities had 
open public access but none of the MUPA’s were floodlit. This equated to 0.106 MUPA’s 
per 1,000 population and 0.01 Skate Parks per 1,000 people. The quality of the sites 
were good with a majority of MUPAs recently installed with nearly all sites fenced. 
However, some of the older sites were perceived to be run down and graffiti was 
identified as an issue. The Skate Park was considered to be run down and in a poor 
condition with the equipment being old and graffiti being a problem at the site.  
However, it was acknowledged that a new/refurbished facility would be provided in the 
near future. 

The consultation findings highlighted that the existing MUPAs were publically accessible 
and relatively well distributed across the Borough with the eight existing MUPAs all 
in in good condition. The findings also stated that there was demand for additional 
MUPA provision from local residents, although this was not supported by the 
children and young people survey results. 

In terms of the quality standards for MUPA’s, the Strategy states that MUPA 
provision was above the local standard in the East and South West but below in all 
other areas contributing to an undersupply of 1.98 MUPA’s. This undersupply is 
expected to increase to 2.84 MUPA’s by 2026 with the East also changing to below 
the local standards. The highest levels of deficiency (both at the current time and 
the future) were within the West, North and South East. The Strategy also took 
into account grassed areas with goalposts in the Borough and established that most 
residents are within a 15 minute walk of a MUPA of grassed area. Most notably, 
residents within the North East, East, South East, South West and western parts of 
the North areas had good access to MUPAs and grassed areas with goal posts. The 
Strategy recommended that the Council should look to encourage the provision of 
additional MUPAs in the areas of highest deficiency i.e. the West analysis area.  
This could be achieved via improved access to MUPAs on school sites to provide 
informal facilities for young people in local communities. 

For Skate Parks, there was only one facility therefore there were decencies in 
every analysis area apart from the West. There was a total undersupply of 1.27 
Skate Parks which was expected to increase to 1.46 Skate Parks by 2026. However, 
there was not one specific area of deficiency due to their being only one park in 
the Borough; therefore the Strategy recommended small skateboarding facilities or 
a mobile Skate Park to fulfil demand. The 15 minute walk time catchment showed 
that only some of the residents living within the West and North were within this 
distance threshold. Therefore, any new skateboarding provision should be 
prioritised within the North East, East, South East or South West areas initially. 
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7.2 The updated position in relation to the provision of MUPAs and skate parks is set out 
below. This now also includes BMX tracks. 

Current Provision  

Quantity 

7.3 There are currently ten MUPAs, one Skate Park and a BMX Track across Tamworth of 
which all of these have public access except the two school sites at Landau-Forte 
Amington and Torc Campus and are detailed in the table 7.1 below. 

Table 7.1 – MUPAs, Skate Parks and BMX Tracks in Tamworth 

Facility Type  

Amington Heath MUPA 

Allensmead MUPA 

Crowden Road MUPA 

Hawksworth MUPA 

Irwell Football Area MUPA 

Landau-Forte Academy Amington MUPA 

Parkfield Crescent MUPA 

Rainscar Stoneydelph MUPA 

Torc Campus MUPA 

Wigginton Park MUPA 

Tamworth Castle Grounds Skate Park 

Tamworth BMX Track BMX Track 

 

7.4 The ten MUPAs are an increase of two MUPAs in Tamworth and, as mentioned 
previously, these are located at the new school Landau-Forte Academy Amington and 
Torc Campus (a converted car park which is circa one tennis court in size). As per the 
previous strategy, the majority of surfaces are tarmac, fenced and do not have 
floodlighting. 
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7.5 The BMX racing track was built in April 2012 and comprises of 4 lanes. The facility is 
available for public use throughout the year free of charge but the facility is not 
floodlit. Tamworth BMX Racing Club also uses the facility for training purposes as the 
facility is classed for play use as it does not contain start gates. 

7.6 Whilst there is still no recognised national or regional benchmarks of provision for 
MUPAs and skate parks, it should be noted that this level of provision equates to: 

 0.13 MUPAs per 1,000 people; 

 0.01 Skate Parks per 1,000 people. 

7.7 While the amount of skate parks per 1,000 people has not changed, the two new 
facilities have increased the amount from 0.106 MUPAs to 0.13 MUPAs per 1,000 
people. 

Access 

7.8 The location of the ten MUPAs and the Skate Park are shown on Map 7.1 below.  The 
map shows that the MUPAs are still distributed across a range of locations across the 
Borough, with most located in close proximity to residential areas as per the previous 
Sports Strategy.  

7.9 Eight of the MUPAs and the skate park are publicly accessible (excluding the school 
sites) and are free of charge for informal activities. The new Landau-Forte Academy 
Amington MUPA is one of the school facilities that appear to be for school use only. 
There are no floodlights which will restrict usage in out of school hours. It is also 
located on the edge of the school grounds; therefore causing difficulties in access for 
disabled students. Torc Campus also has limited access due to its location on an 
education site with no floodlights. 

7.10 A site visit to the Skate Park at Tamworth Castle Grounds detailed ‘very good’ 
accessibility for the facility with free access at all times along with floodlights, 
increasing the potential opening hours. The accessibility for the BMX Racing Track was 
deemed as ‘average’ due to the lack of signage and a lack of parking areas. There is 
also no floodlights; therefore restricting the hours of usage especially in the winter 
months. 

7.11 The lack of directional signage was noted throughout the selected site visits, making it 
difficult to find some of these facilities, such as Irwell Football Area and Amington 
Heath.  
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Map 7.1 – MUPAs and Skate Parks in Tamworth 

 

Quality 

7.12 Site visits were undertaken for a selection of MUPA’s in Tamworth; however, some of 
these were unsuccessful due to a lack of signage for Irwell Football Area and Amington 
Heath. 

7.13 In terms of the MUPA at Landau-Forte, the facility is new and the condition was 
deemed ‘very good’ quality, whereas the converted car park at Torc Campus was 
deemed ‘poor’. There were potholes in the surface and weeds growing through the 
tarmac. The line markings were also starting to fade and the 5-a-side goals were aged 
and had no nets. However, the MUPA was tidy and litter free. 

7.14 Allensmead MUPA was in a ‘good’ condition with appropriate fencing, equipment as 
well as being clean and litter free. The surface was rated as ‘average’ due to the 
unevenness and the fading line markings. 
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7.15 The quality of the Skate Park was summarised as ‘average’. The facility was small and 
the condition of the ramps was ‘average’. However, the site was litter free and clean. 
The BMX Racing Track was deemed to be ‘good’ quality with the facility opening in 
2012. The site was litter free but there were issues with overgrown grass around the 
track. 

Research and Consultation 

7.16 Research and consultation was undertaken with Tamworth BMX Racing Club in regards 
to the BMX track located in Glascote. The BMX track is free to use to the community 
and the club use the facility at least once a week. 

7.17 The club classes the quality of the facility as ‘very good’ with many people travelling 
from a large catchment to use the track. However, the track is not suitable for 
competitive racing requirements so the club travel to nearby tracks in Nuneaton and 
Birmingham. Tamworth BMX Racing Club has a membership of circa 100 adults but the 
club do not charge so they do not suffer from many accessibility issues. 

7.18 The club believe in order to progress they require an 8 lane track with starting gates so 
they can host competitive races as many members are leaving to regularly train at 
Nuneaton and Birmingham. A feasibility study was previously undertaken which 
nominated spaces for the 8 lane track but this has not advanced.     

7.19 The lack of an 8 lane track is having a detrimental effect upon the club who have over 
800 riders registered but only circa 100 members, therefore showing a large drop-off in 
participation, putting the future of the club in doubt. 

7.20 In terms of participation at Skate Parks, Active Places Power data is only available for 
skateboarding and across England, 0.09% of people participate in the sport. 

Adequacy of Current Provision 

MUPAs 

7.21 The key findings set out above highlight that:  

 the existing MUPAs are publically accessible and relatively well distributed across the 
Borough; 

 the ten existing MUPAs provided are in average/good condition;  

 there have been two additional MUPAs provided in Tamworth. However, the additional 
MUPAs do not help to saturate the demand for additional provision that was identified 
in the previous Sports Strategy by local residents due to their location on school sites, 
therefore providing accessibility issues.  

7.22 There are no identified demand models to identify demand for MUPAs so in order to 
calculate any surplus or deficiencies, we have applied the quantity standard identified 
in the previous Sports Strategy of 0.132 MUPAs per 1,000 population. We have applied 
this standard to both the current population and future population for 2031. 
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7.23 The population of Tamworth is currently 76,813 people which equates to 0.13 MUPAs 
per 1,000 people. This is slightly below the required standard of 0.132 MUPAs per 1,000 
and when using this standard, the population of Tamworth gives demand for 10.1 
MUPAs. Currently, there are 10 MUPAs available in Tamworth; therefore the current 
provision is in line with the demand requirements with only a very small undersupply of 
0.1 MUPAs. This is a reduction of the undersupply from 1.98 MUPAs in the previous 
Sports Strategy due to the addition of the two new MUPAs. However, both of these 
sites are located on school grounds, restricting the accessibility for public use. 

7.24 In terms of future need, the population is projected by the ONS to increase to 82,500 
by 2031. This equates to 0.121 MUPAs per 1,000 people which is a decrease of circa 
0.011 MUPAs. As a result, the future population for 2031 gives the demand of 10.9 
MUPAs for Tamworth. This is an increase of circa 1 MUPA compared to current demand 
and also shows there will be a deficiency of one MUPA by 2031. This is an improvement 
of the situation in the 2009 strategy where an undersupply of 2.84 MUPAs was 
identified and this is due to the increase in provision. 

Summary of MUPA provision 

7.25 There is currently sufficient provision of MUPAs in Tamworth to fulfil the supply of the 
population with only a small undersupply of 0.1 MUPAs. There have been two additional 
MUPAs provided in the Borough as recommended by the previous Sports Strategy; 
however, both of the sites are based on school sites so access to these sites is limited. 
The current quality of the sites based on site visits is average to good, providing free 
access to the local population and this should be maintained in the future.  

7.26 In terms of the future situation by 2031, the population is calculated to have an 
undersupply of circa one MUPA throughout the Borough. However, as previously stated, 
the two new MUPAs are located on school sites, therefore restricting accessibility. As a 
result, the lack of provision identified in the previous Sports Strategy is still apparent 
and any additional provision should ideally be located in an area of the greatest 
deficiency which remains in the western area of the Borough. 

Recommendations 

7.27 The following recommendations in this Sports Strategy are provided: 

 the Council should explore the opportunity to provide an additional MUPA in the area of 
the highest deficiency, i.e. western area (to help absorb the future demand); 

 improve the access to the MUPAs on school sites to continue to provide informal 
facilities for young people in the communities; 

 consider the provision of improved signage and promotion of MUPA facilities across the 
Borough; 

 consider opportunities for installing floodlighting at MUPAs to extend potential hours of 
use to help saturate the future demand; 

 ensure that there is ongoing investment at the existing facilities so that they continue 
to be maintained to a high standard; 

 sites remain are clean and free from litter and that equipment is maintained in good 
condition. 
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Skate Parks 

7.28 The key findings set out above highlight that:  

 There is still only one Skate Park located in Tamworth; 

 the Skate Park is in average condition. 

7.29 There are also no identified demand models for Skate Parks so in order to calculate any 
surplus or deficiencies, we have applied the quantity standard identified in the 
previous Sports Strategy of 0.03 Skate Parks per 1,000 populations. We have applied 
this standard to both the current population and future population for 2031. 

7.30 The current population and provision of Tamworth of 76,813 equates to 0.01 Skate 
Parks per 1,000 people which is below the recommended standard of 0.03 Skate Parks 
per 1,000. When utilising this standard, this gives demand of 2.3 Skate Parks per 1,000 
people in Tamworth. Therefore, the current supply is significantly below the demand 
by circa 1.3 Skate Parks. This is slightly higher than the previous Sports Strategy that 
identified an undersupply of 1.27 Skate Parks. 

7.31 In terms of the future provision for the estimated population of 82,500 in 2031, this 
equates to provision of 0.01 Skate Parks per 1,000 in Tamworth if only one skate park 
remains by 2031. When using the standard of 0.03 Skate Parks per 1,000 people, this 
equates to a demand in the future of 1.5 Skate Parks, an increase of circa 0.3 Skate 
Parks from 2014, leaving an undersupply of 1.5 Skate Parks. This is also higher than the 
previous Sports Strategy (1.46 Skate Parks) due to the increase in population. 

Summary of Skate Park Provision 

7.32 The key issue to arise from the analysis is that with only one Skate Park located in 
Tamworth, there is a sufficient undersupply both currently and in the future to justify 
a new skate park. The total under supply is currently 1.2 Skate Parks and this is 
expected to increase to 1.5 Skate Parks by 2031. 

7.33 Therefore, we believe there is scope to increase the amount Skate Parks in Tamworth. 
We believe that the undersupply requires the need for at least one Skate Park that is 
floodlit so it can be used all year round over a greater amount of opening hours.  

Recommendations 

7.34 The recommendations of this Sport Strategy are as follows: 

 increase the provision of Skate Parks in Tamworth to help saturated the demand of the 
Borough. The new provision should be a floodlit Skate Park to provided extended 
opening hours and provide free public access to the local communities. Consultation 
should be undertaken with young people to confirm the need for provision and identify 
a suitable location;  

 ensure the current Skate Park at Tamworth Castle Grounds is continued to be 
maintained to ensure high standards; 

 consideration should still be given to providing smaller skateboarding facilities or a 
mobile skate park to fulfil demand. 

Update Paper for the Tamworth Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy Page 77   



 

Update Paper for the Tamworth Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy Page 78   

BMX Track 

7.35 There are no demand models or standards for the supply of BMX Tracks. There is 
currently one BMX Track in Tamworth which a community use facility that is suitable 
for casual usage but not competition. 

7.36 The Tamworth BMX Racing Club has expressed their desire to see an increase sized 
track to 8 lanes which can provide competitions rather than travelling to nearby tracks. 
They have also expressed concerns for the future of the club without the expansion of 
the facilities in the area. However, we believe unless the current facility in Glascote 
can be redeveloped, there is no demand for an additional 8 lane facility in Tamworth. 

Recommendations 

7.37 The recommendation for BMX Tracks in Tamworth is the following: 

 ensure the current facility is maintained and kept to a good standard 

 provide support for any privately funded projects to change the status of the track from 
a ‘play’ track to a ‘competitive’ track. 

 increase community access by providing floodlighting         



 

8. Sports Specific Indoor Provision 

08 
8.1 Section eight of this report provides information in relation to sports specific indoor 

provision in Tamworth, including:  

 Indoor bowls facilities;  

 Indoor tennis facilities;  

 Indoor Ice skating facilities;  

 Indoor Skiing facilities;   

 Boxing facilities;  

 Squash Courts; and, 

 Indoor Athletics 

8.2 The section will provide updated information on the provision of the indoor facilities 
and the box below details a summary of the previous Sports Strategy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The previous Sports Strategy established that there was one Indoor Bowls facility 
at Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club (6 rinks), indoor ice skating and skiing 
facilities at the SnowDome (1 ice track, mini rink 30m x 20m, 1 main ski slope 
170m and 1 teaching slope) and one indoor Boxing Club at Tamworth Boxing Club. 
All of these facilities were publically available except for the Boxing Club. Site 
visits were undertaken for the bowls club and the SnowDome and the facilities 
were both judged to be of high quality. There were no indoor tennis facilities 
identified by the Strategy. 

The Strategy calculated that there were 0.08 Indoor Bowling rinks per 1,000 
people which were higher than England (0.04), West Midlands (0.02) and the 
surrounding local authorities (only Cannock Chase had provision). The indoor 
bowling club could supply an estimated 936 vpwpp compared to an estimated 
demand in Tamworth of 589 vpwpp, which equated to 158.91% of demand being 
met. This was significantly above the national (59.08%) and regional (23.34%) 
averages indicating that the current supply adequately met local demand. 
Consultation also showed that the club was in good condition with opening hours 
and prices set at levels to enable access for all. Application of the quantity 
standard showed that provision was below the local standard in all analysis areas 
with the exception of the North East (where the facility was located). This led to a 
total under supply for Tamworth equivalent to 0.05 rinks currently and 0.57 rinks 
by 2026. However, overall the Strategy recommended that no additional rinks 
should be considered. Although provision in five of the analysis areas was below 
the local standard both now and with future population projections, the levels of 
deficiency are not large enough within one specific area to justify the need for an 
additional centre.  
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Therefore, the Strategy recommended that short mat and long mat bowls should 
be considered within programming at sports halls or community halls where there 
is evidence of demand, emphasis should be placed on maintaining the quality of 
the existing facility and focus on making the local residents aware of the facility 
and programmes available. 

In terms of ice rinks, there were 7.9m2 per 1,000 people which was significantly 
higher than the regional (0.94m2) and national (1.10m2) averages. Local residents 
stated that the current provision was adequate and the quality of provision was 
good. The Strategy stated that a 20 minute drive time was ideal for an ice skating 
facility and therefore no additional facilities were required; instead work with the 
SnowDome to ensure the quality of the facility is maintained, introduce 
discounted sessions for key target groups to increase accessibility and to consider 
options for improved access to the site. 

For indoor skiing, there was 0.05 ski slopes per 1,000 people which was higher 
than the national and regional average of 0. Similar to ice skating, local residents 
also believe due to the SnowDome facility, the current provision was adequate; 
therefore the Strategy made no recommendations for future additional facilities 
with work to focus on the same points as ice skating. 

As there were no indoor tennis facilities in Tamworth, the statistics showed it was 
naturally under the West Midlands (0.01 courts per 1,000 people) and England 
(0.03 per 1,000) averages. A large proportion of residents in consultation stated 
there was ‘not enough’ tennis provision in Tamworth. However, the Strategy 
showed that all Tamworth residents are within 30 minutes’ drive of a facility as 
per LTA guidelines. This factor, along with no recommendations in the sub-
regional strategy for indoor tennis provision in the Borough, provided evidence for 
the Strategy that Tamworth did not require a dedicated indoor tennis facility.   

When analysing boxing provision, the Strategy stated that consultation via the 
household survey  indicated a split in opinion regarding whether there were 
sufficient boxing facilities currently with 22% of household survey respondents 
considered provision to be ‘about right or more than enough’, whilst 27% 
considered there to be ‘not enough or nearly enough’ boxing facilities. The sub-
regional strategy suggested that ‘opportunities for providing facilities in a small 
specialist area on school sites should be explored, in order to meet the needs of 
the extended skills acquisition agenda’. Therefore, the Sports Strategy concluded 
that the efforts should focus on working with the boxing club to maintain the 
quality of the existing site, support the development of Tamworth Boxing Club and 
explore the opportunity of ‘satellite’ facilities elsewhere in the Borough.    

8.3 The updated position in relation to the provision of these sports specific indoor 
facilities is set out in this section.  
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Current Provision 

Quantity 

8.4 The table 8.1 overleaf shows the updated situation including any additional facilities 
now available in Tamworth. Currently, none of the facilities in the original Strategy 
have closed but Tamworth Boxing Club has changed location. 

Table 8.1 – Sports Specific Indoor Facilities 

Facility Type Details 

Tamworth & District Indoor Bowls 
Club Pay and Play 6 rinks 

Tamworth SnowDome (Ice) Pay and Play 
Ice track and mini rink 

(30m x 20m) 

Tamworth SnowDome (Ski) Pay and Play 
Main Slope (170m) and 1 

Teaching Slope 

Tamworth Boxing Club 
Registered 

Membership Boxing Club 

MMA Tamworth Pay and Play 
Martial Arts and Boxing 

Club 

Tamworth Kickboxing Academy Pay and Play Boxing Club 

 

8.5 As can be seen in the table above, there are two additional clubs now available on a 
pay and play basis for boxing and kickboxing; MMA Tamworth and Tamworth Kickboxing 
Club. Furthermore, there are still no indoor tennis facilities available in Tamworth as 
per the original Sports Strategy. 

8.6 There are currently no squash facilities in the Borough of Tamworth, with the town’s 
club Tamworth Squash Club playing just outside of the Borough boundary at the 
Tamworth Cricket, Hockey and Squash Club where there are two courts located at the 
site. There are also no indoor athletics facilities in the Borough.  

Access 

8.7 The locations of the two additional boxing facilities are shown overleaf on Map 9.1 
along with the change of location for Tamworth Boxing Club. 

8.8 The SnowDome is available on a ‘pay and play’ basis with membership discounts also 
available. A range of lessons, coaching sessions and recreational sessions for all age 
groups are available on the ski slopes. The ice skating rink has been reconfigured to 
now provide a rink, ice track and Kids Snow Play. The ice rink provides ice skating 
sessions on evenings and weekends. Access to the site is very good with disabled access 
as well as a large car park facility. 
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8.9 The Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club is available on both a membership and 
pay and play basis and this also applies to Tamworth Boxing Club. The bowls club has 
‘very good’ disabled access with indoor and outdoor rinks allowing the club to hold 
national disabled bowling events. This has changed since the previous Sports Strategy 
where access was via steps only. 

8.10 Both the MMA Academy and Tamworth Kickboxing Academy are pay and play facilities. 
The MMA Academy is based on an industrial site with limited parking and disabled 
access. 

8.11 Access is limited for the local population due to the lack of provision. The population is 
required to travel out of the Borough in order to participate.  

8.12 Tamworth Squash Club is a membership only club which requires an annual subscription 
to use the facilities for free. The closest pay and play facility is located near the 
Borough border at Polesworth Sports Centre in North Warwickshire Borough, a circa 10 
minute drive time from the town centre. There is only one court and the facility is 
owned by North Warwickshire Borough Council. 

Map 8.1 – Indoor Facilities in Tamworth 
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8.13 As the map shows, Tamworth Boxing Club has moved to the North West of the town 
from the East near Amington. The new clubs are located in opposite ends of the 
Borough with Tamworth Kickboxing Club in the South close to the M42 and A5, while 
MMA Tamworth is located close to the border in the North West. They are both pay and 
play clubs and offer activities for a range of ages and abilities. 

Quality 

8.14 The quality of the SnowDome facilities is deemed as ‘very good’ with the overall 
facilities being up to date, clean and tidy with the ice skating and skiing facilities being 
well maintained. 

8.15 Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club was also of a ‘high’ standard. The site was fit 
for purpose and provided a clean and tidy environment for users.   

Research and Consultation Feedback 

8.16 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to sports specific indoor facilities is summarised in Table 8.2 overleaf. 

8.17 Data from Active People Survey has showed similar trends to the previous Sports 
Strategy that, with the exception of tennis, only a relatively small proportion of adults 
take part in the other activities on a regular basis, with: 

 0.7% taking part in bowls at least once per month. Market Segmentation data 
calculates that 568 people play bowls in Tamworth with 135 people wanting to 
play; 

 0.33% taking part in snow sports at least once per month. Market Segmentation 
data calculates that 241 people take part in snow sports in Tamworth with 167 
people wanting to play; 

 0.47% taking part in boxing at least once per month. Market Segmentation data 
calculates that 187 people participate in boxing in Tamworth with 103 people 
wanting to play; 

 1.89% taking part in tennis at least once per month. Market Segmentation data 
calculates that 1,206 people play tennis in Tamworth with 1,382 people wanting to 
play. 

 0.84% taking part in Squash and Racketball at least once per month. Market 
Segmentation data calculates that 680 people play squash and Racketball in 
Tamworth with 451 people wanting to play. 

 3.93% of people taking part in athletics at least once per month. Market 
Segmentation data shows that the Borough of Tamworth has 3,613 people who 
take part in athletics, with a further 1,654 people wanting to take part.  

 

 



 

 

Table 8.2 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding indoor sports provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Boxing Gyms   Tamworth Boxing Club were 
consulted as part of this Strategy as 
the main club in the Borough. They 
have their own private leased 
facility. They are looking to expand 
their facility if possible. 

 The quality of Tamworth Boxing 
Club is classed as ‘good’ by the 
club, with improvements occurring 
regularly such as the introduction of 
a health and fitness suite. 

 Membership is available for the 
boxing facilities required while 
there is also pay and play access for 
both boxing and the health and 
fitness suite. 

 Poor access for the disabled due to 
small footpath and funding is not 
available for the club.  

 Parking is also an issue as they are 
required to use Public parking and 
they do not have any prioritised 
parking, even for the Club mini bus. 

Indoor Tennis  The Staffordshire CSP believes that 
Tamworth does not require an 
indoor tennis facility. There is a 
new facility in Stafford. The Lawn 
Tennis Association (LTA) agrees with 
this conclusion. 

 Staffordshire CSP believes that any 
potential facility would need to 
serve the wider area, i.e. Lichfield, 
Tamworth and Burton. 

 

 There is a new facility at Stafford, 
whilst the LTA are looking to 
establish a new facility in Stoke; 
therefore the quality will be high as 
the facilities are new builds. 

 The population of Tamworth falls 
outside of the LTA’s recommended 
20 minute catchment for an indoor 
facility but the CSP believes that 
Tamworth is not a priority area and  
the facility should be aimed at large 
populations with the LTA ‘looking at 
the Stoke area’. 
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Group Quantity Quality Access 

Indoor Bowls  Tamworth Indoor Bowls club has 
both indoor and outdoor rinks. The 
indoor facility is the only indoor 
bowls facility in Staffordshire. 

 Ideally the club require an 
additional 2 rinks so the facility can 
hold National events but they 
understand the expense of the 
extension. 

 The English Indoor Bowls Association 
stated that the current provision in 
Tamworth is sufficient.  

 Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls 
Club is important to EIBA as there 
are very few centres and clubs in 
the area to the west of 
Leicestershire. 

 The club are happy with the quality 
of the facility and it holds County 
events. 

 EIBA stated that the facility is 
privately owned and well 
maintained. 

 

 The indoor facility is available all 
year round but generally used 
between October and March. 

 Pay and play access is available in 
the indoor facility. 

 There are excellent disabled 
facilities with British Wheelchair 
competitions held at the facility. 

 The accessibility is excellent 
according to EIBA. 

Squash Courts  There are currently no courts in the 
Borough; therefore, England Squash 
and Racketball are keen to support 
any future courts in the Borough 
with increasing participation levels 
in the sport. 

 Birmingham is identified as a 
priority area and therefore areas 
that surround the city such as 
Tamworth could also benefit from 
the increases in participation. 

 There are no courts so quality of the 
facilities cannot be assessed. 

 Access is poor due to the lack of 
courts in the area. England Squash 
and Racketball need courts in the 
Borough to support the 
development of the sport. 

 There are no key clubs in 
Tamworth; Tamworth Squash Club is 
located in Lichfield where the sport 
is currently thriving with healthy 
league systems. 
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Group Quantity Quality Access 

Indoor Athletics  England Athletics would support 
any bid for an indoor athletics 
facility that is driven by the 
club due to its central location 
and successful club. However, 
they believe that funding may 
not be available due to 
Tamworth not being a priority 
area. 

 Any indoor facility would have 
to be multi-use with facilities 
for other sports. 

 The Staffordshire CSP would 
support any indoor athletics 
facilities plans for Tamworth 
Athletics Club at the Stadium 
due to a lack of provision in the 
area.  

 There are no indoor athletics 
facilities in Tamworth. 

 Access is poor due to no facilities 
within the Borough but England 
Athletics do not believe Tamworth 
is a priority area. 

 



 

Adequacy of Current Provision 

Indoor Bowls  

8.18 The key findings above show that there is only one indoor bowls facility in Tamworth 
and it is also the only facility in Staffordshire. The quality of the hall is considered to 
be of ‘high’ quality with pay and play access as well as club membership. 

8.19 In order to calculate the supply and demand balance, we have used the local standard 
from the previous Sports Strategy of 0.08 rinks per 1,000 population. Across the 
Borough, there are six rinks to satisfy the demand. For the current population of 
76,813, also equating to 0.08 rinks per 1,000 people, the current provision is 6.15 rinks. 
Therefore, there is only an undersupply of 0.15 rinks, an increase from the previous 
Sports Strategy of 0.05 rinks, but still in line with the current provision of 6 rinks. 

8.20 In terms of future demand, the estimated population of 82,500 people by 2031 equates 
to 0.07 rinks per 1,000 people, slightly below the 0.08 rinks standard. Therefore, the 
future population gives demand for 6.6 rinks by 2031, which is slightly above the 
current provision levels leaving an undersupply of 0.6 rinks (this is higher than the 
previous Sports Strategy estimation for 2026 of an undersupply of 0.57 rinks). 

8.21 As a result of only one facility in the area, there will be statistical areas of under 
provision across the Borough in the future. However, in reality the undersupply is only 
circa 0.6 rinks suggesting there is not enough demand to require additional provision. 
Furthermore, due to Indoor Bowls facilities being a speciality, there is no requirement 
for any further rinks in the Borough. Sport England Market Segmentation has also 
identified only a very small latent demand for participation in bowls which 
complements the non-requirement for additional rinks. 

Recommendations 

8.22 The recommendations of this Sports Strategy are as follows: 

 there is no requirement for any additional rinks in Tamworth. Emphasis should be 
placed on maintaining the high standards of the existing facility; 

 work with the Bowls club should continue to increase the access for the whole 
Borough, ensuring that there is awareness of the facility as well as providing the 
facilities on an accessible and affordable basis; 

 as per the previous Sports Strategy, short mat and long mat bowls activities could 
be encouraged within the programming of sports halls or community hall facilities. 

Indoor Tennis 

8.23 The key findings for indoor tennis still show that there is still no indoor tennis facility 
in Tamworth but there are now three sites within Staffordshire which are fully 
dedicated to tennis; Draycott Tennis Centre Stoke, Stafford Sports College and St 
Dominics Priory School in Stone.  

8.24 There is no identified supply and demand model for indoor tennis facilities but 
according to the Staffordshire CSP, indoor tennis facility provision would not be 
required in Tamworth and it is not a priority area, with any potential facility being 
focused on larger settlements such as Stoke-on-Trent.  
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8.25 This is similar to the findings of the previous Sports Strategy where it recommended 
the proposal ‘for a 3 court indoor tennis venue in the south of Stoke-on-Trent’. In 
addition, the previous Sports Strategy stated the need to ‘await decisions on a new 3 
court indoor tennis centre at Stafford Sports College’ which has since been opened in 
2010. 

8.26 The residents of Tamworth are outside the 20 minute catchment of an indoor tennis 
centre as per LTA guidelines but as per the previous Sports Strategy, there are 8 sites 
within a 30 minute drive time. In addition, the LTA have stated that there is no 
requirement for indoor tennis provision in Tamworth; therefore leaving no demand for 
any indoor tennis provision at this time or in the near future. The Staffordshire CSP 
believes that the only potential route for an Indoor Tennis Centre would be a joint 
facility with other settlements such as Burton and Lichfield. 

Recommendations 

8.27 The recommendations for indoor tennis are the same as the previous Sports Strategy. 
There is no requirement for any provision in Tamworth; therefore the 
recommendations are as follows: 

 work with tennis providers to help promote and raise awareness of the indoor 
tennis facilities provided within the surrounding areas via promotion in schools, 
local community facilities and other public buildings; 

 explore opportunities for increased access to indoor tennis facilities for Tamworth 
residents. 

Indoor Ice Skating  

8.28 As per the Sports Strategy in 2009, the Ice Skating facilities at the SnowDome are the 
only provision in the Borough and the nearest sites to the SnowDome are Solihull Ice 
Rink and Silver Blades Cannock.  

8.29 There are still no specific demand models for ice facilities. However, based on the 
previous strategy where ice rink operators and commercial operators identify a 20 
minute drive time catchment for any proposed facility, there are no requirements for 
additional ice skating facilities to be provided in the Borough.  

Recommendations 

8.30 The recommendations for Ice Skating facilities remains the same as the previous Sports 
Strategy as follows: 

 working with the SnowDome to ensure that the quality of the existing facilities is 
maintained;  

 exploring opportunities with the management team at the SnowDome for offering 
discounted sessions for key target groups, to increase accessibility to this facility; 

 consider options for improved access to this site. 
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Indoor Skiing 

8.31 The SnowDome also provides the Borough with indoor skiing facilities. There is also no 
demand model for indoor skiing; however, this is a specialist facility and another 
facility is not required in a Borough the size of Tamworth. Therefore, there are no 
requirements for additional indoor skiing facilities in the Borough.  

Recommendations 

8.32 The recommendations of this Sports Strategy are based on the previous Strategy and 
this involves:  

 working with the SnowDome to ensure that the quality of the existing facilities is 
maintained;  

 exploring opportunities with the management team at the SnowDome for offering 
discounted sessions for key target groups, to increase accessibility to this facility;  

 consider options for improved access to this site. 

Boxing Facilities 

8.33 There are no specific demand models for boxing. There has been an increase in a 
further two boxing facilities, whilst Tamworth Boxing Club has also moved site to a 
newer premises. 

8.34 Consultation with Tamworth Boxing Club has suggested that, whilst they would like to 
continue to expand in the future, the club is a key asset in the Borough and focus 
should be on developing the club leaving no requirement for any further facilities. As a 
result, there is no demand for any additional boxing facilities. However, it should be 
noted that new types of boxing combat sports are emerging such as MMA and 
Kickboxing and these should be catered for within the facilities in Tamworth (and 
indeed are through some of the new facility provision since 2009). 

Recommendations 

8.35 The recommendations in this Sports Strategy remain similar to the previous Sports 
Strategy: 

 working with the boxing club to ensure that the quality of the existing facilities is 
maintained through regular repairs and maintenance;  

 support the development of Tamworth Boxing Club and working with them to 
increase participation within the Borough;  

 work with the boxing club to explore opportunities for providing satellite facilities 
elsewhere in the Borough – ideally linked to school sites; 

 ensure to continue to cater for the new emerging combat sports such as MMA and 
kickboxing within these facilities. The two additional sites has contributed towards 
beginning to improving this aspect. 
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Squash Courts  

8.36 The key findings for squash is that there is no provision in the area with the closest pay 
and play court located in North Warwickshire while the town’s club is located in 
Lichfield. England Squash and Racketball are keen to provide provision in the Borough 
in the near future to aid the increase in participation, especially due to the knock-on 
effect of increasing participation in Birmingham as a priority area. 

8.37 Sport England’s Market Segmentation identifies that there are currently circa 680 
people participating in Squash which means they are travelling out of the Borough to 
play the sport. In addition, there are circa 450 people wanting to play, creating a 
healthy catchment area for squash provision. Therefore, it is clear that provision of 
Squash and Racketball is desirable moving forward. 

Recommendations 

8.38 Squash and Racketball was excluded in the previous Sports Strategy and therefore the 
recommendations that follow are based on new evidence: 

 squash court provision should be supplied with any potential new community leisure 
centre to satisfy the current need and provide the Borough with suitable facilities; 

 work with England Squash and Racketball to develop, promote and raise awareness 
of the sport. 

Indoor Athletics 

8.39 Tamworth Athletics Club has expressed the desire to include an indoor athletics facility 
on the Tamworth Athletics Stadium site to compliment the current outdoor track. This 
would be supported by the Staffordshire County Sports Partnership and England 
Athletics due to its central location and success of the club but funding appears to be 
limited as Tamworth is not regarded as a priority area. 

8.40 Sport England’s design guidance note in 2008 identifies the requirement for a 
catchment population of 545,000 for a 30 minute drive time. Active Places Power 
calculates that the 30 minute drive time catchment population for Tamworth is circa 
315,000, significantly lower than the guidelines. 

8.41 Overall, there is no demand for an indoor athletics facility; however any potential club 
driven project could be supported by the CSP and England Athletics if funding was 
available. 

Recommendations 

8.42 The recommendation for Indoor Athletics is as follows: 

 consider the viability of providing an indoor athletics training facility in Tamworth 
if funding becomes available. A club driven proposal and business case would be 
required to assess the feasibility of the project. 

 



 

9. Sports Specific Outdoor Provision 

09 
9.1 Section nine of this report provides information in relation to sports specific outdoor 

provision in Tamworth, including:  

 Athletics tracks; 

 Bowling greens; 

 Tennis courts; and 

 Golf courses. 

9.2 This section will provide updated information on the provision of these outdoor 
facilities and the box below details a summary of the previous Sports Strategy findings. 

The Sports Strategy identified that there was one athletics track in Tamworth 
located at the Tamworth Sports Stadium comprising of an 8 lane floodlit synthetic 
track which is leased by the Council to Tamworth Athletic Club. There were no 
plans for any additional facilities but the ‘Sport Across Staffordshire’ and ‘Stoke-
on-Trent Sports Facilities Framework’ recommended Tamworth as a potential 
location for a small scale indoor athletics facility. The Stadium is located in the 
North East and mainly used for club training and competition and also by local 
schools but there is no casual access. The quality of the site was classed as ‘good’ 
but vandalism was identified as an issue. There was a supply of 0.11 lanes per 
1,000 people in Tamworth, which was higher than both the West Midlands (0.06 
lanes) and England (0.05 lanes) as well as being above the neighbouring local 
authorities. The application of the quantity standard identified that there was a 
minor undersupply of tracks in Tamworth of 0.3 lanes which was expected to 
increase to 1 lane by 2026. Only within the North East, where Tamworth Sport 
Stadium is located, is the provision of athletics tracks sufficient to meet demand 
with the greatest shortfall in the East. However, the shortfalls were not enough to 
warrant new provision and all residents were within the recommended 15 minute 
drive time. It was stated that consideration should have be given to improving the 
current facilities and also opportunities to increase public access. 

Analysis showed that there were four bowling green’s available in Tamworth; 
Glascote Working Men’s Club, Spital Bowling and Tennis Club, Tamworth and 
District Indoor Bowls Club and Tamworth Castle Grounds. Of these sites, only 
Tamworth Castle Gardens was a public site with the remaining three sites a sports 
club/association. The existing greens in Tamworth were poorly distributed across 
the Borough, with the majority of sites located in the northern area of Tamworth 
and half of all existing provision located in the North East. The quality of bowling 
greens in Tamworth were generally very good, with particularly good quality 
facilities at Spital but there were issues with the surface at Glascote. The Strategy 
stated that there were 0.05 bowling greens per 1,000 population and consultation 
via the household survey results showed that 30% of residents considered current 
provision to be adequate whilst just 19% indicated that there were not enough 
bowling greens. In terms of application of the quality standard to assess areas of 
deficiencies, the Strategy stated that there was a small oversupply of 0.2 greens 
but this was expected to decrease to an undersupply of 0.1 by 2026.  
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The provision of bowling greens is sufficient to meet demand in three of the six 
analysis areas (North, North East and West) with the greatest shortfalls in the East 
and South East. The Strategy concluded that new provision is required in the South 
of Tamworth as when the shortfalls in the South East and South West were 
combined, it equated to over one bowling green (1.1 green’s currently and 1.2 by 
2026). In addition to this, focus should also have been on enhancing the quality of 
existing provision.  

In terms of outdoor tennis courts, there were two sites identified by the Strategy 
in the northern part of the Borough both with 3 floodlit courts each; Spital Bowling 
and Tennis Club and Tamworth Castle Grounds. They were both available to the 
community but only the Castle Grounds was accessible via pay and play. The 
quality of tennis courts in Tamworth were regarded as excellent. There was also 
additional courts located at schools; Belgrave High School (5 courts), QEMS (3 
courts), Rawlett Community Sports College (3 floodlit courts), Wilnecote High 
School (2 courts) and Woodhouse Business and Enterprise College (4 courts). 
Excluding the school sites, there were 0.08 courts per 1,000 people and after 
consultation with users, the Strategy declared that dissatisfaction amongst some 
residents in relation to the provision of tennis courts with around half of the 
household survey respondents considering there to be not enough courts provided. 
This was reflected by the application of the quantity standard where it calculated 
there was a large shortfall of 9.1 courts which was expected to increase to 10.4 
courts in 2026. Only in the North and the West where provision was located were 
there enough courts sufficient to meet demand, with the greatest shortfalls in the 
North East (expected to be 3.9 courts by 2026). Therefore, the Strategy suggested 
that the 17 courts located at school sites that are not publically available could 
have alleviated existing deficiencies in Tamworth if formal community use 
agreements were secured at these sites as well as providing the floodlighting of 
other tennis courts to increase the potential hours available. In addition, the 
Strategy recommended that new provision was required located in key areas of 
deficiency, especially in the South of the Borough.  

There was one golf facility located in the Borough at Tamworth Golf Club, an 18 
hole course for registered members. There were also a number of courses nearby 
including Drayton Park Golf Club, Whittington Heath Golf Club and Dartford Moors 
Golf Club. Active Places Power calculated that Tamworth had 0.24 holes per 1,000 
population, lower than the West Midlands (0.61 holes) and England (0.68) as well 
as the neighbouring local authorities. The household survey concluded that 46% of 
respondents consider the amount of golf provision in Tamworth to be adequate, 
whilst 18% considered there to be ‘not enough’ golf courses and 11% considered 
there to be ‘nearly enough’ golf courses. Overall, although Tamworth Golf Club is 
the only course, residents had good access to other courses just outside the 
Borough boundaries. The Strategy states that the Club was important to the area 
and the future development of the club should be supported with the Council 
working with the club to increase participation within the community and protect 
the existing provision. 
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9.3 The updated position in relation to the provision of these sports specific outdoor 

facilities is set out below.  

Athletics Track 

Current Provision 

9.4 The track at Tamworth Sports Stadium remains available as an eight lane floodlit 
synthetic track so there is no change in the provision for athletics. 

Access 

9.5 Tamworth Athletics Club holds a long term 99 year lease and access is still only 
available to the club and on a hire basis. Pay and Play casual usage is not available at 
the Stadium. 

9.6 Tamworth Athletics Stadium still has disabled access judged as ‘average’ based on the 
site visit while the facility also has large car parking facilities for users.  

Quality 

9.7 The quality of the track is regarded as ‘good’ and the track and field facilities were 
also of a high standard and this allows schools championships to be located at the 
stadium. In addition, unlike the previous Sports Strategy, vandalism was not identified 
at the site.  

Research and Consultation Feedback 

9.8 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to athletics tracks is summarised in Table 9.2 overleaf. 

9.9 The Active People Survey has shown that athletics participation has significantly 
increased from 3.93% of people taking part in athletics in the last month compared to 
7.05% in the last month in the latest Active People Survey 8 (2013/14). 

9.10 Sport England’s Market Segmentation data shows that the Borough of Tamworth has 
3,613 people who take part in athletics, with a further 1,654 people wanting to take 
part.  



 

Table 9.2 – Key Research and Consultation feedback regarding Athletics Track provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Sports Clubs/ 
Organisations  

 The only club in the Borough is Tamworth 
Athletics Club and they have long term 99 year 
lease on the Stadium. 

 

 Good quality facility with 
spectator seating and 
floodlights. 

 The Club access the stadium 4 times 
a week with the remaining time 
available to hire. 

 Schools now have to pay a hire 
charge due to increase in 
maintenance costs and a lack of 
funding. 

 The club have over 250 members. 

NGB’s – 
England 
Athletics 

 England Athletics believe there is an increase 
in demand for athletics. Staffordshire, the 
Black Country and Birmingham are all 
significant investment areas for England 
Athletics. Therefore, they expect participation 
to increase. 

 However, they believe there is no need to 
provide additional capacity in Tamworth but 
to utilise the current facilities. 

 They are currently trying to deploy small 
compact athletics facilities across the country 
to encourage junior and community usage. 
They also have increased the amount of 
marked running areas across England. 

 The stadium is strategically 
important to England Athletics 
and they state the quality of 
the track is ‘good’ with schools 
championships held at the 
facility. 

 Increasing public access to the 
Stadium is a key focus point for 
England Athletics to increase the 
maximum amount of usage. 

 Disabled access is regarded as 
adequate by England Athletics. 

County Sport 
Partnership 
(CSP) 

 The Staffordshire CSP identifies the Tamworth 
Athletics Stadium as an important facility  
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Adequacy of Current Provision 

9.11 The key findings from the information above show that: 

 There is currently no public pay and play access to Tamworth Athletics Stadium; 

 The quality of the stadium is good. 

9.12 In order to determine the supply and demand balance, we have applied the local 
quantity standard identified in the previous Sports Strategy (0.11 lanes per 1,000 
population) to compare to the current levels of provision for both the current and 
future population. 

9.13 The current population of 76,813 people in Tamworth equates to 0.10 lanes which is 
slightly below the recommended standard of 0.11 lanes. As a result, the current 
population results in a demand of 8.45 lanes. Therefore, there is a small undersupply of 
0.45 lanes, an increase from the 0.3 lanes in the previous Sports Strategy in 2009. 

9.14 In terms of the future population, there is estimated to be 82,500 in 2031 and this also 
equates to 0.10 lanes per 1,000 people. This future population gives demand for 9.08 
lanes which will create an undersupply of 1.08 lanes in Tamworth. This is also an 
increase from the previous Sports Strategy where it was calculated there was a 
shortfall of 1 lane. 

9.15 As a result, the situation has not changed since the previous Sports Strategy and the 
current and expected shortfalls of lanes are insufficient to warrant any new provision 
in the area. This is also supported by the consultation with England Athletics who 
believe maximising usage of the current facility along with community facilities such as 
a compact athletics facility is recommended for Tamworth. These types of facilities are 
low cost and low maintenance and help encourage junior and community usage. 

9.16 Furthermore, consultation with the club identified that they are happy with the quality 
of the facility but the club identified a lack of funding to help preserve the 
maintenance of the site. Therefore, emphasise should be placed on maintaining the 
current quality of the stadium.  

Recommendations 

9.17 The recommendations in this Sports Strategy remain similar to the previous Sports 
Strategy: 

 work with the Athletics Club to encourage regular repairs and maintenance to 
maintain and enhance the quality of existing provision; 

 liaise with the Athletics Club to discuss opportunities for increasing public access to 
existing provision; 

 consider introducing a compact athletics facility or marked running areas to help 
saturate the increasing participation rates. This will enable access for juniors and 
the community in a different location in Tamworth; 
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Bowling Greens 

Quantity 

9.18 The current provision of bowling greens has not changed since the original Sports 
Strategy. There are 4 rinks across 4 sites; Glascote Working Men’s Club, Spital Bowling 
and Tennis Club, Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club and Tamworth Castle 
Grounds. Of these sites, only Tamworth Castle Grounds is open to the public with the 
remaining three greens classed as ‘Sports Club/Association’. 

9.19 It should be noted that Glascote Working Men’s Club currently has a planning 
application in place to build a retail unit on the site which is under consideration and 
will be determined by the end of the year.. However, as part of the planning process, 
the bowling green will be re-provided on the same site. 

Access 

9.20 In addition to provision, access has also not changed since the previous Sports Strategy 
with the Castle Grounds remaining the only public facility. 

9.21 Access across the facilities is regarded as ‘good’ across all of the facilities with 
disabled access and car parking for all of the facilities. 

Quality 

9.22 Tamworth Castle Grounds, Spital Bowls and Tennis Club and Tamworth and District 
Bowls Club all have ‘good’ quality facilities which provide good surfaces and are clean 
and tidy. 

9.23 However, Glascote Working Man’s Club still has issues with the playing surface. In 
addition, the facility has fencing that has been displaced and in general the facility 
looks aged and in need of updating. However, it should be noted that there is planning 
permission on the Glascote site for a retail unit which includes the re-provision of the 
site of the bowling green. 

Research and Consultation Feedback 

9.24 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to bowling greens is summarised in Table 9.3 overleaf.  

9.25 The previous Strategy identified that the Active People Survey showed that 1.04% of 
people took part in bowls. This has now decreased to 0.71% of people taking part at 
least once a month which shows a reduction in participation across the nation. 

9.26 On a Borough wide basis, Sport England Market Segmentation data calculates that 568 
people play bowls in Tamworth with 135 people wanting to play in the future. This 
includes both indoor and outdoor bowls. 



 

Table 9.3 – Key Research and Consultation feedback regarding Bowling Green provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Sports Clubs/ 
Organisations  

 Tamworth and District Indoor 
Bowling Club have a 6 rink outdoor 
facility. 

 The club has over 400 members for 
the outdoor and indoor facilities.  

 The club maintain the facility 
themselves and therefore are very 
happy with the quality. 

 The facility is available for the club 
and on a pay and play basis. 

 The facility is used throughout the 
summer months five days per week. 

 The club has excellent disabled 
facilities. 
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Adequacy of Current Provision 

9.27 Due to no change in provision, the key findings identified in the previous Sports 
Strategy remain as follows: 

 only one of the four bowling greens in the Borough offers public pay and play 
access;  

 the quality of bowling greens in Tamworth is generally ‘good’;  

 sites are poorly distributed, with the majority of sites located in the northern area 
of the Borough. 

9.28 Based on the current population, the provision equates to 0.05 bowling greens per 
1,000 people which is in line with the local standard identified from the previous Sports 
Strategy of 0.05 bowling greens per 1,000 people. 

9.29 When based on the local standard, the population gives the demand for 3.84 bowling 
greens which is below the current supply of 4 bowling greens; therefore the Borough is 
currently showing a surplus of 0.16 bowling greens. This has slightly reduced from the 
previous Sports Strategy where the report identified a surplus of 0.2 bowling greens. 
This will be due to the increase in population in Tamworth. 

9.30 In terms of the future population in 2031, this also equates to 0.05 bowling greens per 
1,000 when based on the current provision levels. Consequently, this population when 
using the local standard results in demand for 4.13 bowling greens in 2031. Therefore, 
this leaves an undersupply of 0.13 bowling greens. This is very similar to the previous 
Sports Strategy which identified an undersupply of 0.1 bowling greens. 

9.31 This information identifies that there is going to be a small shortfall of bowling greens 
by 2031. In theory this does not represent the need to increase the provision; however, 
the previous sports Strategy showed that there was a lack of provision in the South, 
East and South West of the Borough, leaving demand for an additional bowling green in 
the South of the Borough. 

9.32 Therefore, as the levels of provision have not changed but population has risen since 
the last analysis, the situation has not changed and there is still an opportunity to 
increase provision in the South. However, it should be noted that there are only 2 
bowls clubs affiliated to England Bowls (Tamworth and District Bowls Club and Tame 
Anker Bowls Club) suggesting that there is not significant demand. 

Recommendations 

9.33 The recommendations for bowling green provision in Tamworth are very similar to the 
previous Sports Strategy as follows: 

 explore opportunities for providing new bowling green provision within the South of 
the Borough; 

 focus on enhancing the quality of existing provision. 
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Tennis Courts 

Quantity 

9.34 Since the original strategy, both Tamworth Castle Grounds and Spital Bowling and 
Tennis Club still have outdoor tennis courts. They both still have 3 floodlit courts each; 
therefore, there are 6 courts available across Tamworth, the same amount of courts as 
the original Sports Strategy. 

9.35 In terms of school sites, all of the school sites in the original strategy have removed 
their tennis courts apart from Rawlett Leisure Centre (Rawlett Community Sports 
College) where there are 3 county standard floodlit courts. However, there are now 4 
non floodlit macadam courts at Landau-Forte Academy Amington that were built in 
2011. The courts are part of a school and the access policy is classed as Sports 
Club/Community Association. As a result of the change in supply, the total number of 
school courts in the original strategy has reduced from 17 courts to 7 courts (only 4 
courts if we exclude Rawlett Leisure Centre as per the FPM methodology). 

Access 

9.36 Access has remained the same as the previous Sports Strategy with one pay and play 
facility at Tamworth Castle Gardens and a sports club/association at Spital Bowling and 
Tennis Club where non-members can pay a visitor's fee per attendance but there are a 
limited number of times you can attend as a guest before being expected to join. 

9.37 Both tennis facilities are floodlit which increases the potential hours of access and both 
sites have adequate parking facilities suitable for the facilities. There is also disabled 
access directly from both car parks. 

Quality 

9.38 The quality of both facilities is classed as ‘good’ quality, with both surfaces in very 
good condition. The quality of the nets and fencing was also of a high standard. In 
addition, both facilities were clean and tidy and no issues were observed on the site 
visits. 

Research and Consultation Feedback 

9.39 The Active People survey data highlights that there has been a reduction in the number 
of adults taking part in tennis at least once per month. The original Sports Strategy 
highlighted that 2.15% of adults participated at least once a month compared to 1.89% 
in the latest Active People Survey 8 (2013/14). 

9.40 Sport England’s Market Segmentation data identifies that 1,206 people play tennis in 
Tamworth with 1,382 people wanting to play more often. 

9.41 The LTA stated during consultation that the large shortfall of tennis courts still remains 
in Tamworth with the need for an increased number of courts. They regard the courts 
to be of ‘average’ quality but deemed to be accessible with both facilities available on 
a pay and play basis; however, research shows that pay and play is limited at Spital. 
However, despite the lack of courts, the LTA they specified that the tennis facilities in 
Tamworth are not currently part of the LTA’s Strategic Plan for tennis nationally. 
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Adequacy of Local Provision 

9.42 The key findings of the information above shows that: 

 Only one site is available for public access (3 courts); 

 The quality of the tennis courts is ‘very good’. 

9.43 In order to establish demand for tennis in Tamworth, we have applied the local quality 
standard of 0.2 courts per 1,000 as identified in the previous Sports Strategy. 

9.44 Currently, Tamworth has 0.08 courts per 1,000 people for the population of 76,813 
people which is below the quality standard. As a result, the Borough currently has 
demand for 15.36 courts, leaving an undersupply of 9.36 courts. This is an increase 
from the previous strategy of 0.16 courts. 

9.45 When analysing the future provision for Tamworth for 2031, the 82,500 population 
equates to 0.07 courts per 1,000 which is a reduction from the current position of 0.08 
courts. This will leave a demand for 16.5 courts; therefore leaving an undersupply of 
10.5 courts. This is a slight increase from the 10.4 courts identified in the previous 
Sports Strategy. 

9.46 Therefore, there is currently a large shortfall of tennis courts within Tamworth and this 
is expected to increase as the population grows. There have been no additional 
facilities built since the previous Sports Strategy so still only the North and West has 
adequate provision levels. This data is supported by LTA consultation which confirmed 
that there is a large shortfall of courts. 

9.47 There has also been a reduction in the number of school tennis courts from 17 courts to 
7 courts (if Rawlett Leisure Centre is included in the analysis) but the tennis courts that 
remain are still not publically accessible. These courts could help to remove some of 
the shortfall by creating community Dual-Use agreements with the schools. As well as 
creating the community Dual-Use agreements, floodlighting of the school courts could 
also help to increase access to provide longer opening hours. 

9.48 However, it is clear that new provision is required throughout Tamworth especially in 
the South which was identified by the previous Sports Strategy as a key area. 

Recommendations 

9.49 The amount of provision has not changed since the previous Sports Strategy; therefore 
the recommendations are as follows: 

 increase tennis court provision by circa 10 courts, particularly in the south of the 
Borough; 

 the 7 tennis courts located at school sites (that are not publicly accessible) could 
ease existing deficiencies in provision; therefore the Council should explore 
opportunities for formal community Dual-Use of tennis courts at the schools in 
Tamworth; 

 ensure that existing facilities continue to be maintained to a high standard through 
a programme of regular repairs and maintenance. 



 

Golf Courses  

Quantity 

9.50 With the expected closure of Tamworth Golf Course, there will not be any golf course 
provision in the Borough in the future. The summary below is an extract from the 
Tamworth Golf Course Needs Assessment Report in January 2014. 

 

 

The Tamworth Golf Course Needs Assessment Report concluded that there would 
be no requirement for a golf course after analysing the strategic context, 
undertaking stakeholder consultation, reviewing the course and producing a supply 
and demand audit. Strategically, the report stated that provision of a golf course 
in Tamworth could, directly or indirectly, contribute towards the achievement of 
many of the local priorities; however this was needed to be balanced against the 
need for housing development in the Borough and the Council’s budgetary 
position. It was also clear that the removal of all golf provision in Tamworth would 
be detrimental to a number of the key strategic objectives, although it would 
make a significant contribution to the housing and fiscal position. Furthermore, in 
order to help meet Sport England and England Golf’s strategic aims, the report 
looked into the potential to supply a 9-hole course instead of 18-hole course to 
help meet all needs. 

Consultation with key stakeholders was undertaken with golf course users, 
members of the public, Sport England and England Golf. Results showed that 
removal of the course would be strongly opposed, with club members stating that 
a 9-hole course was not acceptable. However, despite Sport England and England 
Golf opposing the sale of the course for housing development, they concluded that 
they may have supported a 9-hole option. A review of the golf course showed that 
the facility was performing poorly with a deficit of £100,000 in 2013/14 which 
compared to other courses around the UK; it was significantly below average 
income levels and had a very high net operating deficit. Evidence also suggested 
the course was also running at below national average levels under previous 
management models.  

Membership levels were also significantly below the levels seen in other clubs. 
This was supported by the fact that 53% of income is from pay and play green fees 
as opposed to only 35% from member season ticket sales. KPMG’s report ‘Round 
and Revenue Trends in EMA 2012’ found that 32% of rounds in the UK and Ireland 
were from pay and play users whereas the percentage at Tamworth is significantly 
higher than this, which suggests that the course is more heavily utilised by pay 
and play users rather than members. Also, the report stated that nearly half of all 
pay and play rounds (48%) were 9-hole rounds rather than 18-hole rounds. 
Therefore, as a result of the levels of usage and the likely deficit for the course 
for 2013/14, the course would need to nearly double its membership by attracting 
another 213 full paying members to break even. 

The report also included a supply and demand audit for golf courses. Despite no 
other courses being located in the Borough, the report stated that there were 
sufficient courses in the surrounding area to cater for the demand if the course 
was to either close or become a 9-hole course. The other courses available did not 
have waiting lists for membership and appeared to have statistical capacity to also 
cater for additional pay and play users.  
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The facilities audit identified that Tamworth Golf Course is the cheapest course in 
the catchment area. Many of the other courses have fees that some Tamworth 
users may be able to afford this but many of the users may be limited to Darnford 
Moors, Marston, Pype Hayes and New Hall. All of these courses had capacity and 
are less than a 20 minute drive time from Tamworth; however Pype Hayes is the 
only 18-hole course. The report also stated that there are a further 38 golf courses 
(including six municipal courses) located between a 20 minute and 30 minute drive 
time that were not included within the analysis but could also be accessed by 
existing Tamworth Golf Course users.  

Overall, the Golf Needs Assessment Report concluded that despite the strategic 
need and requirements for an 18-hole course from consultees, the Council was 
facing a budget cut of c£3m from 2016/17 and the golf course was projected to 
cost £100,000 in 2013/14. The Council could not continue to subsidise the course 
and a previous attempt at outsourcing the management to the private sector has 
already failed with the course unlikely to double its membership in order to break 
even. There was also sufficient supply of other golf courses within the catchment 
area of Tamworth to help absorb the demand. The Council looked at a range of 
options to keep golf provision at the site including providing a 9-hole course or 
driving range but this was deemed to be not required and the course is expected 
to close in 2015.  

 
 



 

10. Summary and Conclusion 

Summary and Conclusion 

10.1 Sections 3 to 9 of this report have set out details of the current sports provision across 
a wide range of facility types and future population needs; taking into consideration 
factors such as population increases, consultation with local clubs National Governing 
Bodies (NGBs) and Staffordshire CSP plus specific supply and demand modelling and 
industry guidance. 

10.2 It should be noted that the methodology of this update paper is based upon Sport 
England’s Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports 
Facilities and the Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance. The Council has committed to 
completing any outstanding actions identified by the guidance notes (see Appendix A) 
within the next 12 months. Findings identified in table 10.1 below should be reviewed 
once all of the actions have been completed. 

Summary of Key Findings 

10.3 The key findings for each facility type are summarised in Table 10.1 overleaf together 
with the key priorities for the future delivery of sport in Tamworth. The key 
implications for the Local Development Framework (LDF) for each sport are also 
outlined.  
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Table 10.1 – Summary of Key Findings and Recommendations 

Summary of Key Findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

Swimming Pools 

 There are four swimming pools across 3 
sites classified by Sport England for the FPM 
modelling 

 SnowDome is the only 25m pool and the 
only accessible pool during the day time 

 One of the pools is based on a school site 
at Tamworth Enterprise College along with 
three more of the pools not categorised for 
the FPM at Wilnecote, Landau-Forte QEMS 
and Woodhouse schools 

 No local authority sites – SnowDome and 
Bannatyne Pools are commercial sites 

 Pools are becoming an ageing stock with 
refurbishment at some sites required to 
extend life 

 Detailed modelling from Sport England’s 
FPM indicated a shortfall of pool water with 
high usage levels both now and in the future 
with limited spare capacity across the 
current sites. There was also limited scope 
for creating greater public access at the 
commercial sites and increasing pool water 
supply at the four smaller sites; therefore 
there is a requirement for additional 

 To increase the amount of accessible water 
space and the quality of provision in the 
Borough via:  

- Providing an increase in publically 
accessible water space in school pool 
provision by providing official Dual Use 
agreements to ensure provision cannot 
be displaced;  

- Providing a swimming pool as part of a 
new community leisure centre that 
should include a 25m pool plus teaching 
pool ideally located in an area which is 
accessible to residents by a choice of 
means of transport to complement 
provision at the SnowDome. 

 The size of the swimming pool at the new 
community leisure centre is dependent on 
the future of the pool at Tamworth 
Enterprise College (the pool is an ageing 
stock) and the need for the Borough Council 
to address the lack of competition issues in 
Tamworth. 

 Swimming pools should be included within 
an overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough 

 The Local Plan should facilitate the 
development of a new swimming pool 
through site allocations and/or planning 
obligations. 

 All new provision should ensure that 
adequate community use is available. Where 
planning obligations are sought these can be 
used to help provide new swimming pools, to 
contribute to the enhancement of existing 
facilities and to help provide increased 
community access. 

 The type of contribution required would 
depend upon the location of the new 
development 

 The Local Plan shall ensure that any new 
facilities are developed in line with Sport 
England Design Guidance Notes 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
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Summary of Key Findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

provision 

 Clubs, ASA and Staffordshire LTA all require 
additional pool water space 

 Disabled swimming club ideally require a 
25m pool 

demand for sports facilities across the 
Borough. New residents will bring increased 
demand for sports facilities and new 
development will negate the impact of the 
ageing population, as well as increase 
demand for each sport. Policy should 
facilitate contributions towards sports 
facilities from new developments through 
S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood. 

 

Sports Halls 

 There are currently 8 sports halls across 6 
sites of which 6 are 3 courts or above 

 Severn of the sports halls are located on 
school sites and there is no daytime access 
at any of the sites. There is also only one 
official dual-use agreement 

 FPM run highlighted that there is a shortfall 
of sports halls both now and in the future 
with existing halls. Four of the six sports 
halls are at full capacity in peak times and 
the remaining two are expected to be very 

 Continue to improve the quality, increase 
capacity and increase the hours of 
community access to sports halls on school 
sites via:  

- retaining and enhancing the existing 
halls and refurbishing the 4 court sports 
hall at Tamworth Enterprise College. 

- continue to improve the quality of 
provision on school sites to ensure that 
the sports halls provided meet Sport 
England design guidance 

 Sports halls should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough 

 The Local Plan should provide the means, 
through site allocations and/or through 
planning obligations for additional sports 
halls in the Borough. All new provision 
should ensure that adequate community use 
is available 
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Summary of Key Findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

full by 2024 

 There is a lack of spare capacity and no 
scope to redistribute demand; therefore 
there is a requirement for additional 
provision 

 Consultation with NGBs identified the 
requirement for additional space for sports 
that are growing especially Badminton 

 CSP state that a shortfall of sports hall 
provision in Tamworth with East 
Staffordshire requiring more facilities due to 
new housing settlements 

- increasing the hours of community 
access to sports halls on school sites;  
and discuss opportunities for setting up 
formal dual-use agreements 

 The provision of a new community leisure 
centre that includes at least a 4 court sports 
hall located in an area which is accessible to 
residents by a choice of means of transport 
as per the previous Sports Strategy 
recommendations. The size of the hall could 
potentially be increased to a 6 court hall to 
provide club provision for sports such as 
Volleyball and Basketball and to further 
decrease the pressure on the four sites 
currently operating at 100% used capacity 

 Where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help provide new sports 
halls, to contribute to the enhancement of 
existing facilities and to help provide 
increased community access. The type of 
contribution required would depend upon 
the location of the new development. 

 The Local Plan shall ensure that any new 
facilities are developed in line with Sport 
England Design Guidance Notes 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for sports facilities across the 
Borough. New residents will bring increased 
demand for sports facilities and new 
development will negate the impact of the 
ageing population, as well as increase 
demand for each sport. Policy should 
facilitate contributions towards sports 
facilities from new developments through 
S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood.   

 

Health and Fitness 
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Summary of Key Findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

 The 11 health and fitness suites provide a 
total of 555 stations across 11 sites 

 There has been an increase in the 
availability of pay and play facilities 

 There is still an uneven distribution of 
facilities, with most provision based within 
the west and a lack of facilities in the north 
east and east 

 No IFI sites are available in Tamworth 

 There is a large oversupply of stations both 
now and in the future. In the last 5 years, 
the supply has significantly increased due to 
an growth in sites and the number of stations 
at the previous sites despite no real change 
in demand.  

 

 Update and invest in the current facilities 
rather than increase the provision in order to 
maintain good standards at the current sites; 

 Explore the potential for one or more 
health and fitness facilities to become IFI 
accredited; 

 Despite the statistical oversupply of 
stations, a health and fitness suite should be 
part of any new community leisure centre to 
compliment the swimming pool and sports 
hall and maximise revenue generation, albeit 
containing a suitable amount of stations. The 
size of facility should be determined by a 
latent demand analysis specific to the 
chosen site as part of any future feasibility 
study / business case for a new leisure 
centre. Ideally, this could be located in the 
north east or east of the Borough to reduce 
the deficiencies of stations in those areas of 
the Borough.  

 Health and fitness facilities should be 
included within an overall policy relating to 
sport and recreation facilities set out in the 
Local Plan supporting the protection, 
enhancement and maintenance of sport and 
recreation facilities in the Borough (as part 
of a new community leisure centre) 

 The Local Plan should support the 
development of a new health and fitness 
facility (as part of a new community leisure 
centre) through planning obligations / site 
allocations.  

 Where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help provide new 
health and fitness facilities (as part of a new 
community leisure centre), to contribute to 
the enhancement of existing facilities and to 
help provide increased community access.  

 The type of contribution required would 
depend upon the location of the new 
development  

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for sports facilities across the 
Borough. New residents will bring increased 
demand for sports facilities and new 
development will negate the impact of the 
ageing population, as well as increase 
demand for each sport. Policy should 
facilitate contributions towards sports 
facilities from new developments through 
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S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood. 

Playing Pitch Strategy 

 There is a small amount of capacity to 
accommodate additional demand on full 
sized football pitches 

 The lower levels of spare capacity of junior 
and 9v9 pitches.  

 There is a strong reliance upon the 
education sector for the provision of smaller 
sized pitches and all secondary schools play 
an important role in accommodating large 
clubs on their large sites.  

 Additional pitches are required to negate 
the risk of the loss of any sites currently 
secured for use but out of the Borough 
Councils control. 

 There are no clear opportunities for growth 
outside the large school sites. 

 The quality of pitches is also limited. 

 Provide a 3g pitch through the extension of 
the facility at Tamworth Enterprise College 
(and conversion to a 3g surface). This will 
support both additional club training and will 
be capable of use for competitive fixtures, 
reducing the deficit of pitches. The 
infrastructure to provide such a pitch 
already exists and the site will also benefit 
Cottage Farm FC, who as a Charter Standard 
Development Club is high priority for the FA. 
This site is also approaching capacity when 
taking into account school use 

 Undertake detailed quality assessments at 
Anker Valley during the football season in 
order to establish any quality issues that 
need addressing. These should then be 
prioritised and actioned. As the key public 
site, the quality of this facility is of 
paramount importance. 

 Review the maintenance contract and the 
performance of this contract to ensure 
appropriate specifications are being 

 Ensure all pitch sites are afforded 
protection within the Local Plan through 
specific policy. Like other facility types, this 
policy should support the protection, 
enhancement and maintenance of sports 
facilities in the Borough. The policy should 
only permit development on playing fields 
when Sport England exception criteria 
(outlined in A Sporting Future for Playing 
Fields I England) can be met 

 Sites for new pitches should be specifically 
allocated to ensure deliverability 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for pitches across the Borough. New 
residents will bring increased demand for 
pitch need and new development will negate 
the impact of the ageing population, as well 
as increase demand for each sport. Policy 
should facilitate contributions towards 
playing pitches from new developments 
through S106 agreements (and or CIL).  
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 There are a lack of 3g pitches in the 
Borough 

 Modelling demonstrates that the rugby club 
is currently operating over capacity.   

 Plans for growth just outside Tamworth are 
also likely to impact and this will need to be 
considered once the scale and location of 
growth is known 

achieved 

 On the assumption that a new 3g pitch at 
Tamworth Enterprise College becomes 
quickly at capacity, undertake an options 
appraisal for the development of an 
additional AGP in the Borough. Potential 
options should include Wilnecote High 
School, Anker Valley, Bolehall Swifts 
(stadium AGP). The potential benefits of 
each site are included in site specific 
appendix G. 

 To accommodate current and increasing 
demand, provide an additional multi pitch 
site (at least five pitches) to accommodate 
existing unmet demand and projected 
increases in demand arising from 
participation increases and population 
growth.  

 An additional pitch site should also be 
provided to mitigate against the potential 
reduction in community access to existing 
academy sites 

 Secure community use and invest in 
qualitative improvements at large primary 
school sites not currently accommodating 
any use – Coton Green Primary School, 
Flaxhill School and Moorgate Primary School.  
Each of these sites offers potential to 
accommodate a small junior club. Support 
clubs in building relationships with these 

 A review of the impact on pitch provision in 
Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood. 
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schools. Support drainage improvements at 
Ninefoot Playing Fields to improve site 
capacity. 

 Ensure that the stock of AGPs remains 
sufficient by encouraging providers to 
regularly invest in surface replacement. 
Ensure that Landau Forte QEMS is retained as 
a sand based facility to support the ongoing 
growth and development of Tamworth 
Hockey Club 

 Support Wilnecote Cricket Club with 
ongoing improvements required to their club 
base to maintain opportunities for cricket in 
the Borough 

 In light of the significant quality issues 
identified at Tamworth RUFC, and 
subsequent overplay generated by these 
issues, undertake a detailed quality 
assessment during the playing season to 
identify the specific improvements likely to 
be required. This should then lead to 
improvements to the maintenance 
programme and the installation of pipe 
drainage systems 

 Work with Tamworth RUFC to improve 
internal and external issues with the pavilion 
and clubhouse 

 For all sports, undertake a review of the 
implications of population growth outside 
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the Borough once the scale and location of 
this is known. This should take into account 
the TGRs included within this document 

MUPAs 

 There are ten MUPAs across Tamworth of 
which none have floodlights. There are two 
additional MUPAs since the previous Sports 
strategy; however they are located on school 
sites 

 The MUPAs are spread across the Borough 
and free to access. However, some of the 
sites are on schools so access is limited. 

 Some of the sites are ageing and require 
maintenance 

 There is a lack of signage for many of the 
facilities 

 Statistically there is currently adequate 
provision of MUPAs. However, accessibility is 
an issue at some of the sites.  

 Undersupply of circa one MUPA by 2031 

 

 The Council should explore the opportunity 
to provide an additional MUPA in the area of 
the highest deficiency, i.e. western area (to 
help absorb the future demand); 

 Improve the access to the MUPAs on school 
sites to continue to provide informal 
facilities for young people in the 
communities; 

 Consider the provision of improved signage 
and promotion of MUPA facilities across the 
Borough; 

 Consider opportunities for installing 
floodlighting at MUPAs to extend potential 
hours of use to help saturate the future 
demand; 

 Ensure that there is ongoing investment at 
the existing facilities so that they continue 
to be maintained to a high standard; 

 MUPAs should be included within an overall 
policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Local Plan supporting 
the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough 

 The Local Plan includes the provision of 
facilities for young people and outdoor 
sports facilities.  

 Where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help contribute to the 
enhancement of existing MUPAs and to help 
provide increased community access as well 
as new facilities. Policy should also facilitate 
the development of new MUPAs in areas of 
deficiency 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for MUPAs across the Borough. New 
residents will bring increased demand for 
MUPAs and new development will negate the 
impact of the ageing population, as well as 
increase demand for each sport. Policy 
should facilitate contributions towards sports 
facilities from new developments through 
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S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood. 

Skate Parks 

 Only one Skate Park at Tamworth Castle 
Grounds 

 The facility is free to access and has 
floodlighting. 

 The facility quality of the Skate Park is 
classed as ‘average’ 

 The is an undersupply of 1.3 Skate Parks 
which is expected to increase to 1.5 Skate 
Parks by 2031 

 Requirement for at least one additional 
Skate Park facility in the Borough, ideally in 
a different area to help reduce the shortfall 

 Increase the provision of Skate Parks in 
Tamworth to help saturated the demand of 
the Borough. The new provision should be a 
floodlit Skate Park to provided extended 
opening hours and provide free public access 
to the local communities. Consultation 
should be undertaken with young people to 
confirm the need for provision and identify a 
suitable location;  

 Ensure the current Skate Park at Tamworth 
Castle Grounds is continued to be 
maintained to ensure high standards. 

 Consideration should still be given to 
providing smaller skateboarding facilities or 
a mobile skate park to fulfil demand. 
increase the provision of Skate Parks in 
Tamworth to help saturated the demand of 
the Borough. The new provision should be a 
floodlit Skate Park to provided extended 
opening hours and provide free public access 
to the local communities. Consultation 
should be undertaken with young people to 

 Skate Parks should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough 

 The Local Plan includes the provision of 
facilities for young people and outdoor 
sports facilities.  

 Where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help contribute to the 
enhancement of existing Skate Parks as well 
as new facilities. Policy should also facilitate 
the development of new Skate Parks in 
strategic locations 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for skate parks across the Borough. 
New residents will bring increased demand 
for skate parks and new development will 
negate the impact of the ageing population, 
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confirm the need for provision and identify a 
suitable location;  

 Ensure the current Skate Park at Tamworth 
Castle Grounds is continued to be 
maintained to ensure high standards. 

 Consideration should still be given to 
providing smaller skateboarding facilities or 
a mobile skate park to fulfil demand. 

as well as increase demand for each sport. 
Policy should facilitate contributions towards 
sports facilities from new developments 
through S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood. 

BMX Track 

 Currently there is one BMX Track for casual 
usage in Tamworth 

 The signage to the facility is poor. 

 The Track was built in 2012 and the quality 
of the facility is good 

 There is no floodlighting for the ?Track; 
therefore reducing the accessibility of the 
facility  

 Ensure the current facility is maintained 
and kept to a good standard 

 Provide support for any privately funded 
projects to change the status of the Track 
from a ‘play’ Track to a ‘competitive’ Track. 

 Increase community access by providing 
floodlighting     

 BMX Tracks should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough 

 The Local Plan includes the provision of 
facilities for young people and outdoor 
sports facilities.  

 Where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help contribute to the 
enhancement of the existing BMX Track as 
well as new facilities.  

Sports Specific Indoor Provision – Indoor Bowls 

 Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club is  There is no requirement for any additional 
rinks in Tamworth. Emphasis should be 

 Indoor bowls facilities should be included 
within an overall policy relating to sport and 
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the only indoor facility in the Borough 

 The facility is available to both members 
and pay and play users 

 The quality is deemed of a ‘high’ standard, 
fit for purpose and clean and tidy 

 The English Indoor Bowls Association stated 
that the current provision in Tamworth is 
sufficient. 

 Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club is 
important to EIBA as there are very few 
centres and clubs in the area to the west of 
Leicestershire. 

 There is currently a small undersupply of 
0.15 rinks and this is expected to rise to 0.6 
rinks by 2031. This undersupply is not 
sufficient to warrant additional provision  

placed on maintaining the high standards of 
the existing facility 

 Work with the Bowls club should continue 
to increase the access for the whole 
Borough, ensuring that there is awareness of 
the facility as well as providing the facilities 
on an accessible and affordable basis 

 As per the previous Sports Strategy, short 
mat and long mat bowls activities could be 
encouraged within the programming of 
sports halls or community hall facilities. 

recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough 

 New provision is not required and therefore 
policy should facilitate the collection of 
developer contributions towards the 
enhancement of existing facilities 

 Enhancement of existing facilities should 
be targeted by affordable charges, 
welcoming staff and a well maintained 
facility. 

Sports Specific Indoor Provision - Indoor Tennis 

 There are no indoor tennis facilities in 
Tamworth but there are now three sites 
within Staffordshire which are fully 
dedicated to tennis; Draycott Tennis Centre 
Stoke, Stafford Sports College and St 
Dominics Priory School in Stone 

 Staffordshire CSP and LTA have identified 
that there is no requirement for any indoor 

 Work with tennis providers to help promote 
and raise awareness of the indoor tennis 
facilities provided within the surrounding 
areas via promotion in schools, local 
community facilities and other public 
buildings; 

 Explore opportunities for increased access 
to indoor tennis facilities for Tamworth 

 Policies relating to the transport network 
set out in the Local Plan should facilitate 
transport links for residents of Tamworth to 
specialist sports facilities (such as indoor 
tennis) outside of the Borough boundary no 
local standards to be set for indoor tennis 
facilities 
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facility in Tamworth 

 The Staffordshire CSP believes that the 
only potential route for an Indoor Tennis 
Centre would be a joint facility with other 
settlements such as Burton and Lichfield. 

residents. 

Sports Specific Indoor Provision - Ice Skating 

 There is an ice skating track and small rink 
at the SnowDome in Tamworth with 
opportunities for recreational skating 
available. 

 The SnowDome is available on a ‘pay and 
play’ basis with membership discounts also 
available. 

 The quality of the SnowDome facilities is 
deemed as ‘very good’ with the overall 
facilities being up to date, clean and tidy 
with the ice skating facilities being well 
maintained. 

 The SnowDome provides the Borough with 
ice skating facilities. The facility type is 
specialist and therefore Tamworth does not 
require any additional provision. 

 Working with the SnowDome to ensure that 
the quality of the existing facilities is 
maintained;  

 Exploring opportunities with the 
management team at the SnowDome for 
offering discounted sessions for key target 
groups, to increase accessibility to this 
facility;  

 Consider options for improved access to 
this site. 

 Ice skating rinks should be included within 
an overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough  

Sports Specific Indoor Provision - Indoor Skiing 

 There is main and learner ski slope at the 
SnowDome in Tamworth with opportunities 

 Working with the SnowDome to ensure that 
the quality of the existing facilities is 

 Indoor skiing should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and 
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for recreational skiing available. 

 The SnowDome is available on a ‘pay and 
play’ basis with membership discounts also 
available. 

 The quality of the SnowDome facilities is 
deemed as ‘very good’ with the overall 
facilities being up to date, clean and tidy 
with the skiing facilities being well 
maintained. 

 The SnowDome provides the Borough with 
skiing facilities. The facility type is specialist 
and therefore Tamworth does not require 
any additional provision. 

maintained;  

 Exploring opportunities with the 
management team at the SnowDome for 
offering discounted sessions for key target 
groups, to increase accessibility to this 
facility;  

 Consider options for improved access to 
this site. 

recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough  

Sports Specific Indoor Provision - Boxing 

 Tamworth Boxing Club is the main club in 
the area and there are now also ‘combat’ 
sports available to participate in 

 All facilities are on a pay and play basis, 
while Tamworth Boxing Club also has a 
membership scheme 

 The quality of Tamworth Boxing Club is 
classed as ‘good’. Poor access for the 
disabled due to small footpath and funding is 
not available for the club.  

 Working with the boxing club to ensure 
that the quality of the existing facilities is 
maintained through regular repairs and 
maintenance;  

 Support the development of Tamworth 
Boxing Club and working with them to 
increase participation within the Borough;  

 Work with the boxing club to explore 
opportunities for providing satellite facilities 
elsewhere in the Borough – ideally linked to 
school sites; 

 Boxing should be included within an overall 
policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Local Plan supporting 
the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough.  

 Planning policy should facilitate the 
development of satellite indoor boxing 
facilities where these are required and 
applications resulting in this outcome should 
be supported 
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 Parking is an issue at Tamworth Boxing Club 

 There has been an increase in a further two 
boxing facilities to cover the new emerging 
combat sports, whilst Tamworth Boxing Club 
has also moved site to a newer premises. 

 There is no demand for any additional 
boxing facilities 

 Ensure to continue to cater for the new 
emerging combat sports such as MMA and 
kickboxing within these facilities. The two 
additional sites has contributed towards 
beginning to improving this aspect. 

Sports Specific Indoor Provision - Squash Courts 

 There are no Squash Courts in Tamworth.  

 Tamworth Quash Club plays outside the 
Borough in Lichfield where they have access 
to two courts. The facility is a membership 
only. 

 The closest pay and play site is at 
Polesworth Sports Centre where there is one 
court (10 minutes’ drive time) 

 England Squash and Racketball are keen to 
provide provision in the Borough in the near 
future to aid the increase in participation, 
especially due to the knock-on effect of 
increasing participation in Birmingham as a 
priority area. 

 There is a requirement for squash court 
facilities in Tamworth 

 Squash court provision should be supplied 
with any potential new community leisure 
centre to satisfy the current need and 
provide the Borough with suitable facilities; 

 Work with England Squash and Racketball 
to develop, promote and raise awareness of 
the sport. 

 Squash courts should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough 

 The Local Plan should facilitate the 
development of squash courts through site 
allocations and/or planning obligations. 

 All new provision should ensure that 
adequate community use is available. Where 
planning obligations are sought these can be 
used to help provide new squash courts, to 
contribute to the enhancement of existing 
facilities and to help provide increased 
community access. 

 The Local Plan shall ensure that any new 
facilities are developed in line with Sport 
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England Design Guidance Notes 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for squash courts across the 
Borough. New residents will bring increased 
demand for squash courts and new 
development will negate the impact of the 
ageing population, as well as increase 
demand for each sport. Policy should 
facilitate contributions towards sports 
facilities from new developments through 
S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood. 

Sports Specific Indoor Provision - Indoor Athletics 

 There are no indoor athletics facilities in 
Tamworth 

 Tamworth Athletics Club has expressed the 
desire to include an indoor athletics facility 
on the Tamworth Athletics Stadium site to 
compliment the current outdoor track 

 This would be supported by the 
Staffordshire County Sports Partnership and 
England Athletics due to its central location 
and success of the club but funding appears 

 Consider the viability of providing an 
indoor athletics training facility in Tamworth 
if funding becomes available. A club driven 
proposal and business case would be 
required to assess the feasibility of the 
project. 

 Policies relating to the transport network 
set out in the Local Plan should facilitate 
transport links for residents of Tamworth to 
specialist sports facilities (such as indoor 
athletics) outside of the Borough boundary 
no local standards to be set for indoor tennis 
facilities 
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to be limited as Tamworth is not regarded as 
a priority area. 

 There is no requirement for indoor 
athletics in Tamworth. Any facility would be 
required to be driven by Tamworth Athletics 
Club. 

Sports Specific Outdoor Provision - Athletics 

 The track at Tamworth Sports Stadium 
remains available as an eight lane floodlit 
synthetic track 

 Tamworth Athletics Club holds a long term 
99 year lease and access is still only 
available to the club and on a hire basis.  

 Pay and Play casual usage is not available 
at the Stadium. 

 Tamworth Athletics Stadium still has 
disabled access judged as ‘average’ based on 
the site visit 

 The quality of the track is regarded as 
‘good’ and the track and field facilities were 
also of a high standard and this allows 
schools championships to be located at the 
stadium. 

 Supply and demand analysis showed that 
there is only a small undersupply of 0.45 

 Work with the Athletics Club to encourage 
regular repairs and maintenance to maintain 
and enhance the quality of existing 
provision; 

 Liaise with the Athletics Club to discuss 
opportunities for increasing public access to 
existing provision; 

 Consider introducing a compact athletics 
facility or marked running areas to help 
saturate the increasing participation rates. 
This will enable access for juniors and the 
community in a different location in 
Tamworth; 

 Athletics tracks should be included within 
an overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough  

 Applications resulting in improved 
community access to existing provision 
should be supported 
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lanes which is expected to increase to 1.08 
lanes in 2031. These shortfalls of lanes are 
insufficient to warrant any new provision in 
the area 

 England Athletics believe there is an 
increase in demand for athletics. 
Staffordshire, the Black Country and 
Birmingham are all significant investment 
areas for England Athletics.  

 They believe there is no need to provide 
additional capacity in Tamworth but to 
utilise the current facilities and expand into 
providing compact athletics facilities to 
increase community use 

 No requirement for any additional provision 
in Tamworth of athletics tracks but 
concentration should be on compact 
athletics facilities and increasing 
participation 

Sports Specific Outdoor Provision - Bowling Greens 

 There are 4 rinks across 4 sites; Glascote 
Working Men’s Club, Spital Bowling and 
Tennis Club, Tamworth and District Indoor 
Bowls Club and Tamworth Castle Grounds. 

 Only Tamworth Castle Grounds is open to 
the public 

 Explore opportunities for providing new 
bowling green provision within the South of 
the Borough; 

 Focus on enhancing the quality of existing 
provision. 

 Bowling greens should be included within 
an overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough  

 The Local Plan should recommend that any 
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 Tamworth Castle Grounds, Spital Bowls and 
Tennis Club and Tamworth and District Bowls 
Club all have ‘good’ quality facilities which 
provide good surfaces and are clean and tidy 

 However, Glascote Working Man’s Club still 
has issues with the playing surface, the 
facility has fencing that has been displaced 
and in general the facility looks aged and in 
need of updating. However, it should be 
noted that there is planning permission on 
the Glascote site for a retail unit which 
includes the re-provision of the site of the 
bowling green 

 The Borough is currently showing a surplus 
of 0.16 bowling greens but this is expect to 
switch to an small undersupply of bowling 
greens of 0.13 in 2031 

 There is still a lack of provision of circa 1 
bowling green in the South of the Borough 
and this should be solved with an increase in 
provision. 

 However, it should be noted that there are 
only 2 bowls clubs affiliated to England 
Bowls (Tamworth and District Bowls Club and 
Tame Anker Bowls Club) suggesting that 
there is not significant demand. 

new or refurbished facilities should be 
developed in line with Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for bowling green facilities 
and that facilities should reflect the quality 
aspects deemed most important by local 
residents  

 Any new facilities should include the 
provision of parking facilities, clean/litter 
free, good playing surface and social 
facilities  

 Where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help contribute to the 
enhancement of existing bowling greens as 
well as new facilities. Policy should also 
facilitate the development of new bowling 
greens in areas of deficiency 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for bowling greens across the 
Borough. New residents will bring increased 
demand for bowling greens and new 
development will negate the impact of the 
ageing population, as well as increase 
demand for each sport. Policy should 
facilitate contributions towards sports 
facilities from new developments through 
S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
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Tamworth is known and understood. 

Sports Specific Outdoor Provision - Tennis Courts 

 Tamworth Castle Grounds and Spital 
Bowling and Tennis Club still have 3 floodlit 
courts each, totalling 6 courts in the 
Borough. 

 There are only 7 school courts available, 
reduced from 17 from the previous Sports 
Strategy 

 Tamworth Castle Gardens is the only pay 
and play facility 

 The quality of both facilities is classed as 
‘high’ quality, with both surfaces in very 
good condition.  

 There is a large undersupply of 9.36 courts 
which is expected to increase to 10.5 courts; 
therefore showing clear evidence that 
additional provision is required, especially in 
the south of the Borough. 

 Dual use agreements on the 7 courts plus 
the addition of floodlighting will also help 
saturate the demand 

 Increase tennis court provision by circa 10 
courts, particularly in the south of the 
Borough; 

 The 7 tennis courts located at school sites 
(that are not publicly accessible) could ease 
existing deficiencies in provision; therefore 
the Council should explore opportunities for 
formal community Dual-Use of tennis courts 
at the schools in Tamworth; 

 Ensure that existing facilities continue to 
be maintained to a high standard through a 
programme of regular repairs and 
maintenance. 

 Tennis courts should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Local Plan 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation 
facilities in the Borough  

 The Local Plan should recommend that any 
new or refurbished facilities should be 
developed in line with LTA and Sport England 
Design Guidance Notes for tennis courts 

 Where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help contribute to the 
enhancement of existing tennis courts and to 
help provide increased community access as 
well as new facilities 

 Housing growth will impact upon the 
demand for tennis courts across the Borough. 
New residents will bring increased demand 
for tennis courts and new development will 
negate the impact of the ageing population, 
as well as increase demand for each sport. 
Policy should facilitate contributions towards 
sports facilities from new developments 
through S106 agreements (and or CIL).  

 A review of the impact on sports facilities 
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Summary of Key Findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

in Tamworth should be undertaken once the 
location and scale of housing growth in 
neighbouring areas in close proximity to 
Tamworth is known and understood. 

 

  



Appendix A – Methodology 

Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports Facilities – Checklist 

Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

Stage A : Prepare and tailor the approach 

Purpose and Objectives 

1. Do you know why the assessment is being undertaken (drivers)?   

2. Is there a clear understanding as to how the findings of the assessment, 
once it is completed, will be used?   

3. Is there a clear purpose and focus to the work?   

4. Is it clearly articulated what the assessment is seeking to achieve?   

5. Have a clear set of objectives been developed?   

6. Is there a clear time horizon the assessment will look to?   

7. Are you including future needs?  

Future need has been taken into account via 
population projections but the needs will 
need to be reassessed when new growth on 
the boundaries is established. Consultation 
with all clubs will also be completed to 
establish their views on quality, accessibility 
and current and future demand plus their 
aspirations for future growth. 

Proportionate 



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

1. Is the scale and scope of the assessment proportionate to its intended use?   

Sports Scope 

1. Is it clear what sports facilities you are including?   

2. Is it clear why you are including specific facilities and are they linked to 
achieving your objectives? 

  

3. Are you clear what sports are the most popular in your area?   

4. Have you contacted the NGB’s? See Appendix 2.  

Further wider consultation is required with 
NGB’s including discussion of the impact of 
the NGB’s strategies, aims and objectives on 
the Strategy. The Steering Group will also be 
required to meet with the NGB’s to discuss 
the key findings and issues and identify the 
next steps and actions. 

5. Have you contacted community sports representatives?   

6. Do the NGB’s have priorities within your area?   

7. Are you clear on the level of play of specific sports within you area?   

8. Are you including facilities for the most important sports within your area?   

Geographical Scope 

1. Does your study area reflect the catchment areas of the different facilities 
included within the assessment?   



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

2. Have you considered joint working with neighbouring LA’s for facilities with 
cross boundary catchments?   

3. Have you considered dividing your area into appropriate sub areas for 
specific facilities?  

This was considered but rejected due to the 
size of Borough. However, need for provision 
in sub-areas has been identified where 
appropriate 

4. Are you clear on the catchments of any specialist sports facilities within 
your area?   

5. Are you clear on the specific modes of travel for different types of facilities?   

Strategic Context 

1. Is it clear how the assessment sits with the LA’s strategic context?   

2. Do the objectives of the assessment fit with the LA’s corporate priorities 
and/or any high level visioning documents?   

3. Are you clear on the strategic drivers in the area and how they influence the 
assessment?   

4. Have you considered any national sports policies that may impact on your 
assessment?   

5. Have you considered any NGB Facility Strategies that could have 
implications for your area, or facilities you are including?   

6. Have you considered any village or neighbourhood plans that may identify 
local facility priorities? 

  

Project Management 

1. Is there a clear project manager?   



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

2. Is there a clear project brief and project plan?   

3. Is the project team made up of appropriate representatives, for example all 
relevant internal LA departments for a district wide study?   

4. Has the project got senior officer and member support?   

5. Is it clear who the external stakeholders will be?   

6. Have the relevant NGB contacts been identified locally and nationally?   

7. Have you confirmed and agreed the level of support, timescales and input 
to be provided by external stakeholders?  

Further NGB consultation is required to 
assess the next steps and actions 

Stage B : Gather Information on Supply and Demand 

Supply Information 

1. Have you included facilities provided by all sectors, such as, education, 
club, and commercial? Have you considered cross-boundary issues?   

2. Have you included any planned facilities that you know about?   

3. Do you know how many facilities are within the area?   

4. Have you considered the capacity of facilities, and not just a simple facility 
count?  

Usage statistics of the centres are required 
to be gathered to analyse utilisation along 
with consultation with clubs and schools 
(dual use facilities) 

5. Have you collected information on the overall condition of facilities? Have 
you used feedback from user surveys and facility managers to help with this?  

Additional site visits are required to cover all 
remaining facilities in Tamworth – a selection 
of facilities was undertaken for the current 
Strategy 



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

6. Have you considered if the facilities are fit for purpose to meet the levels of 
play for specific sports? Have you contacted the NGB’s to help with this?   

7. Have any facilities used national quality schemes (NBS/Quest) to help with 
comparisons and is this information captured?  

Current sites that are applicable need to be 
contacted 

8. Do you have local usage data that can help in establishing travel times and 
catchments for facilities?  

Usage statistics of the facilities to be 
gathered to analyse current utilisation 

9. Are there any factors that require different catchments for the same facility 
type, such as urban/rural split? 

  

10. Have you mapped your facilities using your catchments?   

11. Have you a clear picture of how busy the facilities are? How the facilities 
are being programmed and managed? 

 

Usage statistics of the facilities to be 
gathered to analyse current utilisation along 
with consultation with clubs and schools 
(dual use facilities) to understand 
requirement of demand 

12. Are there any management programming issues that impact on the 
availability of specific facilities? 

  

Demand Information 

1. What is the current and future demographic and socio-economic profile of 
your area?   

2. Are you clear on what the demands are for sports and activities within your 
area? What does both national and local participation data say for your 
area?   

  

3. Is there any indication of unmet and latent demand for specific facilities or 
activities?   

4. Is there any indication that current demand and usage is being displaced to 
facilities outside your area and if so, are you clear why this is?   

5. Has information been gathered on the potential future demand in the area 
including trends and changes, population projections and feedback from 

 
Further wider consultation is required to 
cover all clubs in the area along with user 



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

sports clubs and other users? and non-user surveys. Additional consultation 
with NGB’s will also contribute towards this 
point 

6. Are there any local priorities and targets for specific activities that will 
create new or additional demand?   

7. Have the NGB’s or other parties identified any specific targets for particular 
sports that will create new or additional demands within your area?  

Further wider consultation is required with 
NGB’s to compliment the consultation 
included in the Strategy to understand future 
demand 

Consultation 

1. Are there any existing user surveys that you can utilise?  
User and non-user surveys are required to be 
completed to aid consultation of the Strategy 

2. Have you identified and consulted with key user groups and providers?  

Key user groups have been consulted with 
but additional consultation will take place 
with NGB’s and the clubs which were 
excluded from the initial consultation 

3. Have you contacted the NGBs and CSP’s?  
Additional NGB consultation to be 
undertaken 

4. Have you contacted local sports clubs?  
Additional club consultation to include all 
clubs in the Borough 

5. Have you ensured the consultation techniques/formats area tailored to the 
groups /users you are trying to contact?   

Stage C checklist: Bringing the Information Together 

Quantity 

1. How many facilities are there?   



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

2. How are facilities being used? Are they generally busy/full or is there spare 
capacity?  

User and non-user surveys will be completed 
plus additional consultation with 
stakeholders that were excluded from the 
original consultation such as schools due to 
the dual use agreements in the Borough 

3. Are there any issues that impact on the use of the facility?   

4. Are specific facilities experiencing high levels of usage at certain times of 
the day and on certain days of the week?  

User and non-user surveys will be completed 
plus additional consultation with 
stakeholders that were excluded from the 
original consultation such as schools due to 
the dual use agreements in the Borough 

5. Are all facilities full or are some busier than others?  

User and non-user surveys will be completed 
plus additional consultation with 
stakeholders that were excluded from the 
original consultation such as schools due to 
the dual use agreements in the Borough 

6. What are the possible reasons for these observations and what does it tell 
you?   

Quality 

1. Does the quality of facilities meet the standard required or desired by the 
user? If not, are there any specific facilities this affects? 

 
Further site visits to be undertaken to cover 
all facilities in Tamworth 

2. Is provision appropriate to meet the relevant NGB standard of play and 
competition? If not, what is the impact?   

3. How is quality a factor in attracting or discouraging participation and usage?   

Accessibility 

1. How does accessibility affect the way in which facilities are being used (or 
not used)?   



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

2. Can demand physically travel to the current facility stock? Are there specific 
geographic areas where accessibility is having a significant effect on usage?   

3. Is accessibility a reason why certain facilities are busy while others may 
have spare capacity?  Further consultation with NGB’s and clubs 

4. How do accessibility issues build on any initial thoughts on whether the 
number and size of facilities is sufficient?   

5. In addition to the number and size of facilities therefore – are they in the 
right place and is there appropriate coverage? 

  

6. If there are ‘gaps’ in provision – is there sufficient untapped demand to 
justify new provision or are there other alternatives to think about?   

Availability 

1. Are there restrictions on some facilities that affect their availability? How 
does this impact on the supply and demand relationship?   

2. Does the price of using certain facilities affect how they are used?  User and non-user surveys to be undertaken 

3. Are opening times or programming of sessions an important factor in 
understanding the supply & demand picture?   

4. Does ownership and management affect the availability of facilities to 
users, or specific groups? 

  

5. Are there identifiable issues that impact on the capacity and availability of 
facilities for all potential users and/or specific groups?   

6. How do availability issues help to clarify the picture you are building of your 
local area?   

Key Findings and Monitoring 

1. Have you presented the key findings in a report?   



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

2. Have the key findings been checked and challenged with stakeholders?   

3. Has ongoing monitoring and review been given consideration?   

 

Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) – Checklist 

Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

Stage B : Gather Supply and Demand Information and Views 

Step 2: Gather Supply Information and Views 

1. Has the Active Places Power PPS Audit Report been run to help develop the 
audit?   

Does the project team know... 

2. The name, reference and location details for each site?   

3. Who owns and manages each site?   

4. The number and type of pitches on each site (by sport and age group)?   

5. The age and surface type of AGPs and the types of play they can 
accommodate?   

6. How available each pitch is to the local community and for those that are 
available how secure the community use is?   



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

7. The cost of hiring/leasing pitches in the study area across ownership and 
management categories, quality ratings and within neighbouring areas?   

8. The quality of all pitches and ancillary facilities and have initial quality 
ratings been checked with by steering group and NGBs and subsequently 
agreed? 

 
Detailed quality assessments have not been 
undertaken and therefore they will be 
required in any future action plan 

9. How the pitches are maintained and whether there are any issues with, or 
proposals to amend, the current maintenance regime and/or arrangements?   

10. What the current level of protection is for all sites (e.g. planning policy), 
which are afforded any other particular protection (e.g. deeds of 
dedication) and if there are any issues with the security of tenure and any 
sites? 

  

11. What the views of users and other parties are on the adequacy of provision 
at individual sites and as a whole within the study area? 

 

Consultation has been undertaken with junior 
clubs and league secretaries but no 
consultation has been undertaken with senior 
clubs (although mainly all clubs use Council 
pitches and the Council officers were 
consulted and have regular contact) 

Step 3: Gather demand information and views – Does the project team know… 

1. All the sports clubs that use pitches in the study area, the number and 
nature of teams they run and where and when they play matches and train?   

2. Of any casual use or other demand taking place at sites in the study area?   

3. The pitch sites educational and other such establishments use and whether 
this provision is adequate to meet their current and future needs?   

4. Where and when any educational (and other similar) establishments use 
provision over and above their own (i.e. external sites) and how secure any 
such use is? 

  

5. Whether educational establishments feel they have any spare capacity for 
community use at their sites? 

  



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

6. The nature and extent of displaced demand, the reasons for this, where it is 
currently met, whether those generating it would rather play in the study 
area? 

  

7. The nature and extent of any unmet and latent demand?   

8. Whether there are any key trends and changes in the demand for pitches?   

9. All the necessary information to allow for an estimate to be developed of 
the likely future demand for playing pitches? 

 
Full details on club and team aspirations for 
growth is not known and this is required to 
be explored 

Collating and Presenting the Supply and Demand Information 

1. Is the supply and demand information collated into a single document 
allowing the viewer to sort the information by key areas (i.e. by site, sport 
and pitch type)? 

 

Site overviews provided as an appendix and 
pitch and team audits also supplied. This 
document is required to be created into one 
single document 

2. Within the single document have all types of current demand, wherever 
possible, been allocated to the site where the play takes place? 

 Sports club demand included in detail only 

3. Have the steering group and NGBs had the opportunity to check and 
challenge the audit information?  

Baseline team data sent to FA. Council 
checked pitch details (as they are the key 
provider). The NGB’s would need to review 
other data in the audit 

Stage C Checklist: Assess the Supply and Demand Information and Views 

Step 4: Understand the Situation at Individual Sites   

1. Have overviews been developed for all sites available to the community? Do 
they:  

Yes, although it should be noted that these 
are based on indicative pitch quality ratings. 

a. Present the findings of the comparison work for each relevant pitch type?   



C che klist Completed Requires Attention 

b. Indicate whether there is any spare capacity, including during the peak 
period for football, rugby union and rugby league pitches and for 
hockey matches on the peak day? 

  

c. Set out the key issues and views with the provision at the site and its use?   

2. Is it clear how much play a site can accommodate in the relevant 
comparable unit (its current carrying capacity for community use) for each 
pitch type it contains?  In doing has the work: 

  

a. Used the agreed quality ratings and NGB guidance for natural grass 
pitches?  

This has been completed but this is not based 
upon up to date site visits which could be 
undertaken in the future. Site visits in the 
winter for all pitches are also required 

b. Set out the current carrying capacity per surface type for AGPs?  
Capacity at peak time for hockey was 
completed 

c. Ensured the suggested carrying capacity has been adjusted where 
appropriate to reflect: 
i) Use by the educational establishment of their site where it is 

available to the community 
ii) Other local information and views. 

  

3. Is it clear how much play takes place at a site for each pitch type it 
contains?  In doing so has the work:       

a. Built in all relevant sports club play (matches and training), casual and 
other use of a site, along with any educational use of external sites?  

Training information is on an assumed level 
based on limited consultation undertaken. 
Consultation could be extended to cover 
training use  

b. Ensured play taking place on a pitch dedicated for a different type of 
play/age range, on a pitch marked out over another pitch, or at a 
central venue has been captured?   

  

c. Provided a total of the hours in the peak period each AGP is used but also 
broken this down by the sports and types of play that that takes place 
there? 

 
Access to detailed information on AGPs is 
limited 



C che klist Completed Requires Attention 

d. Made a record of any use of a site which is difficult to quantify and/or 
allocate to a particular site?  No such known use 

4. Has the project team presented and checked whether it is appropriate to 
record any identified potential to accommodate additional play at a site as 
spare capacity? 

 Theoretical analysis only 

5. Have the site overviews been presented in a way which allows them to be 
sorted and filtered by key fields to aid the further assessment work?   

6. Have the NGBs and other stakeholders been given the opportunity to review 
the site overviews? 

 
Key issues arising discussed with FA. Other 
findings need to be discussed with remaining 
NGB’s 

Step 5 (part): Develop the Current Picture of Provision   

1. Has an overview been provided of the current situation across:   

a. All sites available to the community; and   

b. Only those with secured community use?   

2. Do the overviews indicate whether (and outline to what extent) provision is 
on balance being overplayed, is at capacity or whether some spare capacity 
exists? 

  

3. Do the overviews provide the situation during the peak periods and 
throughout the week for football, rugby union and rugby league pitches, as 
well as for hockey matches on the peak day? 

  

4. Has the total number, nature and location of sites which may be overplayed 
or where spare capacity exists been presented?   

5. Has the extent and location of any spare capacity for football, rugby union 
and rugby league pitches during the peak period, along with for hockey 
matches on the peak day, been presented? 

  

6. Has the extent, nature and location of demand currently taking place at 
unsecured sites been presented along with any sports and types of play that 

  



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

are heavily reliant on such sites? 

7. Has the extent, nature, location and reason for any displaced, unmet and 
latent demand been presented?   

8. Have the key issues and views with the adequacy of current provision been 
presented along with the situation at priority sites?  

Information provided on all sites where there 
are issues of priority or concern 

Step 5 (part): Develop the Future Picture of Provision   

1. Is it clear to what extent future population change may affect the demand 
for provision across all pitch types?  

Future population is based on existing 
population projections (ONS) but this needs 
to be reviewed when new growth near to the 
Borough boundaries is finalised 

2. Has the potential impact of relevant aims and objectives for increasing 
participation, along with current trends and predicted changes in how the 
pitch sports are played and pitches used, been presented and justified?     

 Further discussion perhaps needed with NGBs 

3. Are particular and key sports clubs and/or sites where demand is likely to 
increase in the future highlighted?  Is the nature and extent of this future 
demand presented along with the ability for it to be met by current 
provision? 

 
Indicative demand only and this area could 
be investigated further 

4. Have any forthcoming known changes in the supply of provision been 
presented along with how they may affect the adequacy of provision to 
meet demand? 

 None known 

5. Has an indication been provided for each pitch type of what extent future 
demand may be met by:   

a. The current provision available to the community; and   

b. By only those current sites with secured community use?   

6. Do the above indications present the potential situation during the peak 
period and throughout the rest of the week for natural grass football, rugby 
union and rugby league pitches, as well as for hockey matches on the peak 

  



Checklist Completed Requires Attention 

day? 

7. Have the steering group reviewed the assessment work and discussed what 
the key findings and issues may be?  

Steering group ideally would meet with NGBs 
to agree next steps 

Step 6: Identify the Key Findings and Issues   

1. Have the key findings and issues been clearly presented and used to help 
answer the following questions? 

  

a. What are the main characteristics of the current supply of and demand 
for provision?   

b. Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet 
current demand?   

c. Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained?   

d. What are the main characteristics of the future supply of and demand for 
provision?   

e. Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet 
future demand?   

2. Has the likely nature of any actions that will be required to ensure provision 
can meet both current and future demand been presented? 

  

3. To help highlight and present the key findings and issues has reference been 
made to the situation at particular sites and geographic locations for each 
sport, and have appropriate maps and other visual tools been used? 

  

4. Have the assessment details, along with key findings and issues, been 
agreed by the steering group and presented in a suitable format?   

Stage D Checklist: Develop the Strategy 

Step 7: Develop the Recommendations and Action Plan 
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1. Have a number of study area specific scenarios been looked at to help 
explore key issues and findings along with possible recommendations and 
actions? 

 
Different options reviewed as part of 
development of strategy 

2. Have any recommendations and actions regarding AGP provision taken into 
account the guidance in the ‘Selecting the Right Artificial Surface’ 
document and any NGB specific information? 

  

3. Do the recommendations reflect the drivers, vision and objectives of the 
work?   

4. Are the recommendations precise enough to enable the development of 
clear individual area, sport and site specific actions to help achieve them?  

Some recommendations detail the 
requirement for further work, which will 
then impact upon subsequent 
recommendations and potentially generate 
the demand for additional actions 

5. Have all relevant parties been engaged with the development of, and are 
signed up to the delivery of, the recommendations and actions?  

Further discussion required between NGBs 
and Council to agree actions and next steps 

6. Are the recommendations and actions clearly presented?  Suggested actions outlined 

7. Has particular attention been paid to the situation at priority sites and 
those which are being significantly overplayed?   

8. Have area, sport and site specific solutions been proposed to protect, 
enhance, and provide playing pitch provision to meet the current and future 
demand 

  

9. Has guidance on the future of any sites highlighted as being at risk been 
provided?   

10. Do the recommendations and actions seek to make the best use of existing 
pitches?   

11. Has the detriment and benefit of proposals to relocate provision been 
presented? N/A  

12. Has the level and type of any new playing pitch provision required been 
presented?  

This will need to be reviewed when proposals 
for growth on the edge of Tamworth are 
known 
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13. Has the importance of providing appropriate and fit for purpose ancillary 
facilities been highlighted in order to maximise the potential benefit to 
sport of any pitches? 

 
This was undertaken although ancillary 
facilities are not required by the main adult 
league 

14. Have the recommendations sought to ensure an adequate amount of spare 
capacity in the provision of accessible pitches with secured community use?   

15. Does the PPS provide a steer as to the future of any spare capacity and any 
provision that may be genuinely surplus to requirements (paragraphs D12 to 
D15)?   

N/A  

16. Does the action plan cover the points listed in paragraph D17?   

17. Does the action plan provide the most appropriate actions to improve 
provision in the study area rather than just those which the local authority 
can deliver? 

  

18. Does the action plan represent an infrastructure plan for playing pitches 
with deliverable area, sport and site specific actions and projects?   

Step 8: Write and Adopt the Strategy 

1. Does the PPS document provide the reader with a clear understanding of the 
areas listed in paragraph D20?   

2. Is it clear from the PPS document why the recommendations and actions 
have been included, how they are to be delivered and what they will 
achieve? 

  

3. Does the PPS document indicate how it should be used and applied in 
different areas and circumstances along with the benefits of doing so?  

Update document only so the PPS element is 
part of wider strategy 

4. Has the PPS document been subject to appropriate consultation?  

Further discussion with NGBs involved, 
particularly once site visits have been 
undertaken. Site visits in the winter for all 
pitches are also required 

5. Do all members of the steering group and other relevant parties endorse the 
PPS and recognise its lead role in guiding the improvement of pitches in the 
study area? 

 Update document only so the PPS element is 
part of wider strategy 
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6. Has the PPS document been formally adopted by the local authority and is 
its status recognised across all relevant departments? N/A  

 



Appendix B – Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) 

Context 

6.1 Section 3 broadly summarises the changes that have taken place at a national planning 
policy level and sets out the policy relating to sport and recreation in the NPPF. 
Building upon previous guidance, national policy continues to highlight the importance 
of facilities for sport and recreation and to protect playing fields. In particular, 
paragraph 74 seeks to ensure that existing open space, sport and recreational buildings 
and land should not be built on unless one of three exception criteria are met. 

6.2 As was the case in 2009, Sport England remain a statutory consultee on planning 
applications affecting playing pitches and has a long established policy of retention, 
which is the precursor to the NPPF guidance. Sport England also advises (linked to 
Paragraph 73 of the NPPF) that informed decisions on playing pitch matters require all 
local authorities to have an up to date assessment of need and a strategy emanating 
from this.  Planning Policy Statement, A Sporting Future for the Playing Fields of 
England (Sport England 2011) continues to set out Sport England’s policy stance on 
playing fields. The definition of a playing field in this document was changed around 
the time of the production of the previous strategy. This is now defined as ‘a 
delineated area which, together with any run off area, is of 0.2 hectares or more’ 
(formerly 0.4 hectares or more). 

6.3 Since the development of the 2009 Tamworth Borough Strategy, in recognition of the 
importance of facilities, each NGB associated with the production of playing pitch 
strategies has also produced an updated facility strategy which guides the requirements 
for facilities for their sport and informs the priorities set in a Playing Pitch Strategy. 

6.4 The key principles of each of these documents are therefore set out in Table 6.1 
overleaf. Sport England, The Football Association (FA), Rugby Football Union (RFU) and 
England Hockey (EH) have also worked together to produce a guidance document for 
AGPs and the issues addressed in this document are also summarised.



Table 6.1 – Key Principles of National Governing Body Facility Strategies 

Strategy Key Principles 

The Football 
Association – 
National Facilities 
Strategy 2013  

 

The strategy research identified several key issues relating to the provision of football facilities in England, 
specifically; 

 Playing Pitch Surfaces – many grass pitches fall below acceptable standards. This contributes to poor play and 
impedes the development of a players technical ability; 

 a lack of 3g pitches – these are essential for player and coaching development; 

 lack of floodlighting – to ensure that facilities are used to their maximum potential; and 

 basic facilities – such as toilets or changing facilities are either absent or fall below the minimum standards 
expected. 

Based upon the research undertaken, the strategy indicates that facilities should satisfy the following criteria; 

 Flexible – to support a variety of match and training formats 

 Reflective of demand 

 Well maintained 

 Club centred 

 Financially sustainable 

 Inspiring places to train and play. 

In particular, the strategy seeks to promote increased club ownership and the acquisition of facilities for clubs 
through asset transfer, targeting leases of at least 20 years. 

The FA strategy sets out its priorities under five key themes as follows: 

 development of technical standards – building upon existing guidance and leading the way in technical guidance, 
drawing upon user feedback; 

 facility development and protection of playing fields – supporting the production of playing pitch strategies, 



Strategy Key Principles 

working to ensure that provision meets demand, ensuring that new developments take into account the needs of 
football and supporting Sport England with their statutory planning role; 

 supporting club and league volunteers – create relevant supporting resources and monitor feedback from 
volunteers; 

 targeted facility improvement schemes – national floodlighting scheme, pitch improvement scheme, self-help 
scheme for clubs, an equipment bank and advice and guidance services; and  

 capital investment – promoting good standards and good practice and prioritising facilities impacting the 
activities of Charter Standard clubs. 

The strategy targets the following key facility improvements nationally; 

 natural grass pitches improved – target: 3000; 

 a network of new Artificial Grass Pitches built – target: 100; 

 a network of refurbished Artificial Grass Pitches – target: 150; 

 on selected sites, new and improved changing facilities and toilets; 

 continue a small grants programmes designed to address modest facility needs of clubs; and 

 ongoing support with the purchase and replacement of goalposts. 

Grounds to Play – 
England and Wales 
Cricket Board 
Strategic Plan (2010 
– 2013)  

 

The ECB Strategic Plan (2013 – 2017), sets the following targets; 

 energise people and partnerships through effective leadership and governance; 

 create a vibrant domestic game; 

 enhance facilities, environments and participation: 

 engage participants through the maintenance of existing facilities, supporting school club links, supporting 
volunteers and expanding women’s and disability cricket 



Strategy Key Principles 

 create successful England teams. 

Specific targets relating to / impacting upon the provision of facilities include; 

 To sustain current participation levels and to support clubs in applications for capital grants 

 To providing funding to ensure that children are introduced to cricket through the school system 

 Support clubs in applying for grants from the Sport England Inspired Facilities fund 

The Rugby Football 
Union National 
Facilities Strategy 
(2013 – 2017) 

 

The strategy seeks to; 

 recognise the role of facility development in the delivery of community rugby’s core purpose and key drivers; 

 provide evidence-based conclusions on the current key facility issues affecting the sustainability and growth of 
rugby union in England; 

 set out priority areas for future investment; 

 outline a facility planning model to enable the delivery of the strategy at a local level; 

 highlight other key factors in the delivery of high quality facilities; and 

 outline the need for and role of associated Investment Strategies. 

The strategy indicates that the key priorities of the RFU in relation to rugby clubs are as follows: 

 increase the provision of integrated changing facilities that are child- friendly and can sustain concurrent male 
and female activity at the club; 

 improve the quality and quantity of natural turf pitches (including maintenance); 

 improve the quality and quantity of floodlighting; and 



Strategy Key Principles 

 increase the provision of artificial grass pitches that deliver wider game development outcomes. 

The document indicates that investment in the following will also be prioritised; 

 social, community and catering facilities, that can support diversification and the generation of additional 
revenues; 

 facility upgrades, which result in an increase in energy-efficiency, in order to reduce the running costs; and 

 pitch equipment, including quality rugby posts and pads. 

The facilities strategy sets out three types of model venues, which seek to balance the level of activity that takes 
place at a club with the facilities that are provided (both on and off the field). The three tiers of provision are; 

 Model Venue 1: This is usually a club, school, university or other provider playing lower level or recreational 
rugby; 

 Model Venue 2: An established club venue with a wider programme of adult and junior rugby for both male and 
female; and 

 Model Venue 3: A venue with potentially higher level competitive rugby that can provide for more sophisticated 
RFU development programmes. 

The strategy indicates that the range of facilities required should be driven by the activity that takes place. 

The National Hockey 
Facility Strategy – 
The Right Facilities in 
the Right Places 
(2012) 

 

The National Hockey Facility Strategy – The Right Facilities in the Right Places (2012) provides strategic direction and 
guidance for the provision of new and maintenance and improvement of existing facilities and highlights that with 
the increasing importance of AGPs for other sports, and the growing rivalry for use of these facilities, it is essential 
that sufficient appropriate facilities for hockey are secured and protected.  

The strategy indicates that there are approximately 1000 sand based / dressed pitches and a further 50 water based 
pitches across England. Of these, 12% are over 15 years old and 32% are over 10 years old. It states that the key 
challenges for hockey clubs in relation to facilities are: 



Strategy Key Principles 

 Access 

 Costs 

 Quality 

 Storage 

 Poor / lack of programming. 

Selecting the Right 
Artificial Surface 
(Sport England and 
Partners, 2010) 

The guidance seeks to inform decision making relating to the provision of an AGP and the surface of the AGP, 
particularly where; 

 Pitches are to be provided at school sites 

 An AGP is to replace a natural turf pitch 

 There is a change to the surface of an AGP 

The guidance recommends a four step process as follows; 

 Supply and demand issues - What issues of Supply and Demand need to be addressed? 

 Strategic considerations - Has the site been identified as a priority for a specific sport?  

 Type or level of use - What type of use is proposed for the pitch by each sport (Competition / Education / 
Training)and what standard of use is proposed  (Recreation/Inter School / Local / Regional / National / 
International) 

 How much use will there be for each sport? 

The guidance sets out the key issues that need to be considered under each heading and provides a summary of the 
types of pitch and the opportunities that each surface provides. 
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&ndsp=16&tx=165&ty=96Supply and Demand – Overview 

6.5 Table 6.2 summarises the total number of pitches in the borough and demonstrates 
how this picture has changed since 2009. This figure includes all known public, private, 
school and other pitches whether they are in secured public use or not. 

Table 6.2 – Pitch Provision in Tamworth Borough 

Pitch Type 2009 Provision 2014 Provision 

Adult Football 43 30 

Junior Football 19 
17 – this is now split into 9v9 and 11 v 11 
pitches, of which there are 9 9v9 pitches and 
8 junior pitches 

Mini Football Pitches 8 36 – this is now split into 7v7 and 5v5 
pitches. All but 4 pitches are 7v7 

Cricket Pitches 1 2 

Rugby Union Pitches 4 3 (and 1 midi) 

AGPs 3 2.5 

*These figures exclude Tamworth FC, which as a professional club is excluded from this playing pitch strategy 

6.6 Table 6.2 clearly demonstrates that there are a higher number of pitches in 2014 than 
in 2009. This is primary influenced by the lower numbers of adult sized pitches and 
higher numbers of smaller junior pitches. The land area taken up by these pitches is 
however relatively similar and there has been little change in the sites that are used as 
playing fields. 

6.7 As in 2009, the above figures exclude pitch provision at The Rawlett School, which is 
located in close geographical proximity to Tamworth and is largely associated with the 
Town, but falls just within Lichfield Borough boundaries. This site does however serve 
residents of Tamworth Borough and indeed, some playing field land that was lost when 
schools were rebuilt has been replaced at Rawlett School. 

6.8 Table 6.3 overleaf illustrates the demand for pitches in terms of number of teams. As 
in table 6.2, it compares the position in 2009 with that in 2014. 
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Table 6.3 – Demand for Playing Pitches in Tamworth (Teams) 

Sport 2009 Teams 2014 Teams 

Football 154 112 

Cricket 2 5 

Rugby Union 17 16 

Hockey 10 10 

*These figures exclude Tamworth FC, which as a professional club is excluded from this playing pitch strategy 

6.9 Table 6.3 indicates that the number of teams is fluctuating. There has been a 
significant decline in the amount of football teams playing in the borough and a small 
decline in rugby participation too. While hockey has remained static, there has been a 
slight increase in the number of cricket teams. Football however remains the main 
sport played in the borough, with 80% of teams being football teams compared to 84% 
in 2009. 

The Current Picture by Sport 

6.10 The new playing pitch guidance recognises the different challenges for each sport and a 
slightly different methodology is therefore applied to the analysis and interpretation of 
each sport. 

6.11 The remainder of this section therefore sets out analysis on a sport by sport basis. The 
key issues emerging are then brought together to identify key priorities at both a site 
specific and Borough wide level. For each sport, the remainder of this section presents; 

 a brief overview of the supply and demand, including analysis of how the picture 
has changed 

 an understanding of activity at each site for each sport 

 a picture of the adequacy of current provision; and 

 the future picture of provision. 

Football 

Pitch Provision and Community Access 

6.12 In 2012 the FA undertook a review of youth football and as a consequence, new formats 
of the game have been introduced and the FA has updated guidance on the sizes of 
pitches required. Youth football (up to U16) has been split into 11v11 football and 9v9 
football (played by those in age groups U11 and U12) while mini football (U7 – U10) has 
been subdivided into 5v5 and 7v7. In response to this, the types of pitches provided are 
different from 2009 and there is a much greater variety in pitch size. 



6.13 Table 6.4 overleaf summarises the breakdown in pitch size of the 81 formal football 
pitches in the borough and also outlines the level of community access that is 
available, as well as the key changes that have taken place at a site specific level. Full 
detail at a site specific level is provided in Appendix C.



Table 6.4 – Football Pitches across Tamworth Borough 

Pitch Type 
Total 

Pitches 

Available 
to the 

Community 

Secured for 
Community 

Use 

% Secured 
for 

Community 
Use 

Change from 2009 Key Site specific changes 

Adult Football 30 30 29 97% 

Previously 43 – 
decrease. Similar 
proportion of pitches 
secured 

Landau Forte QEMs, Landau Forte 
Amington, Wilnecote High School and 
Tamworth Enterprise College –adult 
pitches changed to 9v9, junior and mini 
pitches 

Junior Football 8 8 8 100% 

Significantly higher 
proportion of pitches at 
sites with secured 
access. Previously only 3 
pitches secured 

Pitches provided at key school sites 
with secured access - Landau Forte 
QEMs, Landau Forte Amington, 
Wilnecote High School and Tamworth 
Enterprise College 

9 v 9 9 8 8 89% Format of sport did not 
exist 

9v9 pitches created from former adult 
pitches, largely at key school sites with 
community use. New pitches also 
created at Anker Valley 

7 v 7 32 16 12 38% 

Increase in number of 
pitches at public sites. 
Fewer mini pitches 
secured – most mini 
pitches are at school 
sites 

Most sites that are not accessible are 
located at primary schools. Council 
provision of mini pitches remains 
relatively static.  

5 v 5 4 4 4 100% Format of sport did not 
exist 

Pitches located at club bases 

Total 87 70 65 75% 

Increase in proportion 
of pitches that are 
secured, with the 
exception of mini 

Key changes are at school sites – 
Landau Forte Academies, Tamworth 
Enterprise College and Wilnecote 
High School 



6.14 Table 6.4 clearly reveals that the size of football pitches has been tailored to meet 
demand since 2009, with a greater number of smaller sized pitches. This has largely been 
achieved through the reconfiguration of pitches at school sites, most notably Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs, Landau Forte Academy Amington, Wilnecote High School and Tamworth 
Enterprise College.  

6.15 While all of these sites were in existence and were secured for community use at the time 
of the previous playing pitch strategy, many have since been refurbished as part of the 
transition into academy status and pitch configuration reviewed as a result of this. The FA 
Youth Review and the strong relationship between schools and clubs have also seen the 
pitch provision tailored to better meet age group football requirements. Anker Valley is 
the only Council pitch site where pitch provision has been changed to meet demand from 
the younger age groups. 

6.16 Access to pitches is at face value relatively secure, with high proportions of most football 
pitch types available for community use. The exception to this is mini pitches - Table 6.4 
indicates that less than 50% of pitches are secured for community use. Pitches that are not 
available are largely located at primary schools where there is limited space and no 
ancillary facilities available. 

6.17 6.28 Sites offering community use are relatively consistent from 2009, and on the whole 
the same sites continue to offer secured access to playing fields. The exceptions to this 
are: 

 Torc Campus – representatives of the campus reveal that access to the pitch may 
become restricted when existing building work on the development of a new skills 
centre is complete – the pitch is now considered unsecured 

 Woodlands Primary School and Moorgate Primary school now offer unsecured 
community access to their playing fields. Woodlands Primary School is the only site 
that is currently used without a full secured community use agreement. 

 Some of the other primary schools that previously offered unsecured community use 
appear to have ceased this (lack of demand and / or pitch quality), although on the 
whole they indicate that they would be willing to do so again in the future. 

6.18 In addition to the pitches detailed in Table 6.4, Coton Green Primary School, Woodlands 
Primary School and Wilnecote High School / Community Leisure Centre have space to mark 
out more pitches than are currently provided. 

6.19 As in 2009, the above figures exclude pitch provision at The Rawlett School, just within 
Lichfield DC boundaries. Pitches at this site have also been tailored at this site since 2009 
and now include a range of full size, junior and 9v9 pitches as well as a full sized 3g AGP. 

Ownership 

6.20 The 2009 strategy revealed that the Borough Council and the Local Education Authority 
were the largest providers of pitches. The Borough Council continue to play a significant 
role in the provision of pitches for football, directly managing just over 50% of all football 
pitches that are secured for community use. 

6.21 As in 2009, the majority of other pitches secured for community use are located at school 
sites (Bolehall Swifts FC, Dosthill Boys Club are the exceptions). These school sites are 
however no longer in the control of the local education authority and are instead managed 



as academies. This means that there is a greater degree of risk associated with the 
community use of these schools. Although all currently have wide community use policies 
with buildings adapted to support extensive community use, these sites are autonomous 
and the Local Education Authority have limited influence over decision making relating to 
ongoing access. While there is short term secured access, there is therefore a risk that 
these policies could be changed or adapted in the longer term. 

6.22 This is of particular significance for smaller sized pitches, as set out in Table 6.5, which 
indicates that academy sites are the key providers of pitches for the younger age groups.  

Table 6.5 – Ownership and Management of Secured Community Use Pitches 

Pitch Type Borough 
Council 

Academy 
Site Club Other 

Adult Football 22 4 2 1 

Junior Football 2 5 1 0 

9v9 Football 3 5   

7v7 Football 2 10   

5v5 Football 1 3   

 

Closed/Potential Sites 

6.23 There are no known sites that have previously been playing fields but not operating as 
such. This is consistent with the situation in 2009. 

Football Pitch Quality 

6.24 The previous assessment highlighted that pitches were average, and raised several quality 
concerns, including a lack of changing accommodation, drainage issues and poor car 
parking. Consultation with Tamworth Borough Council indicates that pitches under the 
Borough Council ownership and management have changed very little although it is believe 
that a new maintenance contractor is in place. Several schools have however received 
investment in their pitch provision as part of the transition to academy status and these 
facilities have improved as a consequence. 

6.25 The timing of this update outside of the main football season means that detailed and 
accurate site visits to football pitches have not been possible, although visits were 
undertaken in order to assimilate an understanding of the pitch stock. A picture of quality 
has therefore been developed by triangulating the results of a variety of sources of 
information, including feedback from users, feedback from providers, as well as pitch 
booking records and grounds maintenance programmes. Quality issues identified as part of 
the previous assessment have also been taken into account. 

6.26 The key issues arising in relation to the quality of pitches remain very similar to those 
identified in 2009. It is clear that there is a hierarchy of facilities, with Anker Valley 
serving as the main strategic site for adult football, as well as a variety of junior clubs, 



while the large secondary schools are important bases for large clubs and play a crucial 
role in servicing junior football. Facilities at the large secondary school sites are generally 
of a similar quality to Anker Valley and also offer toilet and changing accommodation. 

6.27 The outlying single / double pitch sites owned and managed by the Council are in general 
of much lower quality than the other pitches. A lack of car parking and changing 
accommodation is particularly apparent on these satellite sites, reflecting the issues 
raised in 2009. These pitches are of limited quality and do not provide long term 
sustainable solutions for football in terms of either club development or efficient 
management and maintenance. 

6.28 The time of year visited meant that there were no drainage issues apparent and out of 
season maintenance had clearly been undertaken on most sites. Feedback from users of 
the sites however demonstrates some concerns with the maintenance programme (in 
particular grass cutting and collecting) and indicates that some issues have occurred with 
cancellations due to waterlogging later in the season. 

6.29 Appendix D summarises the sites in the borough that are available for community use, 
detailing the findings of site visits, along with feedback from users and providers. The 
quality scores awarded in 2009 are also recorded.  

6.30 As outlined, the time of year visited means that site visits undertaken as part of this 
assessment are indicative only, as they do not provide a full understanding during the 
playing season and are therefore likely to overestimate the quality of pitches. While the 
site visit templates provide a rating based upon the score achieved, all information 
gathered has therefore been used to provide an overall quality rating. This has been based 
upon the findings of site visits as well as user and provider feedback and the previous 
score. The impact of 20% deterioration on the site quality score (to reflect wear and tear 
over the season) has also been taken into account. Many pitches currently rated as 
standard fall into the poor category when applying this approach. 

6.31 Appendix D demonstrates that most pitches are rated as standard, there is however 
significant variation in this categorisation, with some sites approaching good (Anker Valley 
/ Bolehall FC) and others at the lower end of this categorisation. Some of the outlying 
satellite sites have been rated as poor, based upon user feedback and issues identified. 
The impact of some of the poorer quality sites deteriorating in quality during the season 
(and becoming poor) is also considered later in this section. 

Demand 

Recent Trends in Participation 

6.32 The Active People survey highlights a statistically significant decline in the number of 
people playing football nationally.  

6.33 FA participation reports for Tamworth Borough for 2013 – 2014 also demonstrate an overall 
decline in participation with the loss of 13 mini teams and 1 mini soccer team negating an 
increase of 5 adult teams (although it should be noted that data is based upon affiliation 
only and is not claimed to be 100% accurate). FA conversion rates reveal that the amount 
of adult teams in the borough is significantly above the level that would be expected, 
while for youth and mini soccer, conversion rates are lower (21.6% for male youth soccer, 
50% for female soccer 3.3% for mini soccer). This suggests that there is latent demand. 



6.34 Locally, the majority of teams (with some exceptions) play in the Tamworth Sunday 
League and the Tamworth and District Junior Football League.  

6.35 While FA statistics demonstrate that there has been an increase in adult participation, the 
Tamworth Sunday League has exhibited relatively significant decline over the past few 
years with a reduction from seven divisions to five. The most recent loss of a division was 
in 2010 and over the past five years there has been a decline of 13 teams. The decline is 
attributed to the cost of playing, change in society and a lack of interest in playing on a 
Sunday morning (and the availability of leisure leagues etc. during the week offering an 
alternative). It is also noted that teams used to move up from the junior football league 
but that this is no longer the norm. 

6.36 In contrast, participation in the Tamworth and District Junior Football League has 
fluctuated, but has recently increased slightly and anecdotally, it is anticipated that there 
will be further greater increases between seasons 2013 – 2014 and 2014 – 2015. Much 
growth has taken place in large clubs and this has an impact on pitch demand, with larger 
clubs requiring larger sites to accommodate their needs. 

Current Participation  

6.37 Table 6.6 provides further evidence of the participation trends above and expands upon 
the data provided in Table 6.3. It outlines the number of each type of team playing in 
Tamworth Borough and indicates that while there are strong participation rates for males, 
female football is now less well established. Consultation suggests that this is due to the 
need to travel to participate in female leagues, as well as a lack of facilities available with 
appropriate ancillary accommodation.  

6.38 It should be noted that Table 6.6 indicates that there has been an overall decline in the 
number of junior teams, which contrasts with feedback from the Tamworth and District 
Junior League. Table 6.6 only includes teams based in Tamworth Borough however The 
Tamworth Junior Football League itself extends outside the borough. The decline in 
Tamworth borough itself therefore may possibly suggest that there are other issues 
impacting upon overall participation levels locally in this area. 

6.39 Full details of all teams playing in the borough are included in Appendix E. 

Table 6.6 – Football Teams in Tamworth Borough 

Sport and Age Groups 2009 2014 

Football Adult Men (16-45yrs) 48 39 

Football Adult Women (16-45yrs) 3 1 

Football Youth Boys (10-15yrs) 53 
26 (youth football) 
and 20 (9v9) – 46 in 

total 

Football Youth Girls (10 -15yrs) 4 0 

Football Mini Soccer Mixed (6-9yrs) 46 26 



Training Needs 

6.40 As well as competitive play, the new methodology requires evaluation of the impact of 
training needs on supply and demand. This was not explored as part of the previous 
assessment. 

6.41 While the majority of junior clubs do train, training schedules suggest that during the 
winter months, this activity takes place on AGPs. There is therefore little impact on grass 
pitches from training needs during the winter months. Wilnecote Wanderers however 
regularly use portable floodlights on the edge of their pitches as they have difficulties 
accessing AGPs. 

6.42 During the summer months however, many of the clubs wish to play and train on grass. 
There are opportunities for training at Anker Valley (along the side of pitches) and pitches 
can also be hired. For the first time this season, Anker Valley has been made available for 
pre-season friendlies (and was fully booked each weekend from the first weekend in 
August). As a consequence, the season on this site will be extended. 

6.43 It is therefore clear that the impact on grass pitches from training requirements during the 
football season is minimal. The requirement for AGPs will be returned to later in this 
section. 

Educational Demand 

6.44 The majority of schools have their own playing fields and while not all schools mark out 
their playing field area as formal pitches, but most have the capacity to do. There is no 
known use of external outdoor playing fields by schools. 

6.45 Facilities at the majority of schools in the borough currently meet curricular needs. 
Wilnecote High School, Thomas Barnes Primary School and William Magregor Primary 
School are the only schools where facilities are considered (by the school) to be 
insufficient for curricular requirements. Wilnecote High School highlighted the need for an 
AGP and a need to improve the grass pitches as the key issue, while both primary schools 
attribute concerns to flooding.  

6.46 As set out earlier in this section, facilities at primary schools have a relatively limited role 
to play in community sport, as few have changing accommodation or toilets. This, 
alongside the quality of pitches, security issues and the impact upon school demand were 
the main reasons given for not opening up facilities to the community by schools. 
Amington Heath and Coton Green Community Primary Schools were the only schools to 
indicate that they would consider community use but do not currently permit any access. 

6.47 Other than the curricular and extracurricular use of pitches that are available for 
community use, there is therefore no impact on the stock of grass pitches that are used 
for community football from educational establishments. 

Casual Demand 

6.48 Outside Anker Valley, which is gated and locked, all of the Tamworth Borough pitches also 
function as public recreational areas. This situation impacts upon the quality of some 
pitches, particularly with regards dog fouling and damage to the pitch surface, as well as 
additional wear and tear on the pitches.  



6.49 During the winter months, the primary use of these surfaces (outside of their use as formal 
playing fields) is likely to be dog walking, and ad hoc informal kickabouts. This 
recreational use is therefore not necessarily extensive enough to reduce the capacity of 
pitches, particularly during the winter months, but is likely to impact upon the player 
experience on occasion. There is also likely to be additional wear and tear around the goal 
mouths. This is reduced outside of the season by taking the posts down. 

Other Issues Identified 

6.50 As outlined earlier in this section, a programme of consultation was held with providers 
and users of playing fields in Tamworth. Table 6.7 broadly summarises the issues arising. It 
clearly demonstrates that there is a consistency across the consultees and that the key 
issues for playing field provision in Tamworth Borough are perceived to be; 

 The lack of AGPs in the borough 

 A lack of junior provision both in the borough and in nearby areas 

 The reliance on school sites for junior football 

 Issues with the quality of pitches and the maintenance 

Table 6.7 – Key Issues arising from Consultation 

Consultee Summary of Issues identified 

Adult Leagues  Participation is declining 

 There is believed to be a lack of junior pitches (which impacts on 
demand for full size pitches), costs of playing and lack of funding 

 While the Sunday league does not stipulate that teams must have 
access to changing accommodation, provision of these facilities is 
severely lacking  

 Pitch quality is deteriorating and cutting frequencies appear to 
have changed – pitches often have long grass and there have also 
been issues with waterlogging 

Junior Leagues  Participation is increasing, the U7 age group has only recently 
been established 

 Increasing appetite for the use of AGPs. Clubs struggle to access 
AGPs at appropriate times for training, due to competition from 
other clubs, as well as the use of facilities by Leisure Leagues and 
other commercial providers 

 Control of AGPs by schools means that block booking systems are 
in operation and users are requested to book for the year. As many 
football clubs wish to train on grass during the summer months, this 
does not necessarily meet needs 

 The school provision is fragmented and clubs now need to 
approach schools directly. There are few large sites to accommodate 
increasingly large junior clubs 

 Proactive working with providers (including the reprogramming of 
league fixtures to maximise pitch usage)  has helped to ensure that 



Consultee Summary of Issues identified 

there are enough pitches, there are however still pressures on the 
pitch stock and teams struggling to find facilities 

 There are opportunities to grow the game (for example the 
introduction of Futsal) which cannot be delivered due to the facility 
stock 

 There are undersupplies of pitches in nearby areas too, which 
means that teams across the borough and beyond are all searching 
for appropriate facilities to use 

Clubs playing 
within 
Tamworth 
Borough 

 There is a lack of AGPs available at times suitable for juniors (6pm 
– 7.30). 5pm is too early as parents work. Children are easily hurt 
when using the sand based pitches and clubs would therefore prefer 
3g pitches. The pitch at Rawlett is always booked and there are few 
appropriate slots at other sites 

 There are not enough pitches of appropriate size for juniors 

 The quality of some pitches is poor – clubs have to pick up grass 
before playing and there are a lot of complaints about the long grass 
from visiting teams too 

 Some clubs have experienced a decline in numbers as children go 
to larger clubs who are more likely to win. There is also a shortage 
of volunteers  

 Lack of facilities restricts the growth of clubs 

Clubs in close 
proximity to 
Tamworth 
Borough that 
use facilities 
for training / 
away matches 

 Lack of 3g AGPs available without travelling 

 Lack of suitability of sand based AGPs for football 

 Poor quality of pitches and changing accommodation – Anker 
Valley highlighted as being poorly maintained (grass cutting) and 
matches cancelled. Pitches also poor in neighbouring areas 

 Lack of small sided pitches – league and clubs are already 
staggering kick off in order to accommodate play 

 Cost of securing appropriate pitches and cost of training 

 Several clubs requiring additional facilities and some seeking 
extensions for existing sites 

Schools  Parking is a key issue on school sites, with the majority of schools 
rating this as poor 

 Drainage is the next highest area of concern, with several playing 
fields frequently out of use 

 The line markings are the most highly rated feature 

 With the exception of Wilnecote High School, William Macgregor 
School and Thomas Barnes Primary, facilities at all responding school 
sites meet curricular need 

 Coton Green Primary and William Macgregor have aspirations to 
improve facility quality for both curricular reasons and to improve 
community use. Wilnecote High are actively pursuing the creation of 
a new AGP having met with potential suppliers and drawn up a 



Consultee Summary of Issues identified 

football development plan 

 Only 25% of responding schools not already permitting community 
use would consider this. The main reasons are security, impact on 
school use and lack of changing provision.  

 

Adequacy of Current Provision 

6.51 In 2009, modelling indicated that while overall, there were enough adult football pitches 
to meet demand (+9); this was negated by a shortage of 18.5 junior pitches and 11 mini 
pitches.   

6.52 While the methodology used at that time focused solely upon supply and demand at peak 
time, the new methodology also evaluates the adequacy of pitch provision to meet 
demand both over the course of a week. It uses match equivalents as a way of expressing 
unmet demand (rather than pitches). This is explored further. 

Weekly Capacity 

6.53 Building upon the principles set out in TaLPF, the methodology highlights a strong 
interrelationship between pitch quality and the amount of match equivalent sessions that 
a pitch can sustain. Table 6.8 summarises the guidelines provided by the FA with regards 
pitch capacity. 

Table 6.8– Capacity based upon Pitch Quality  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Football Youth Football Mini Soccer 
Agreed pitch quality 

rating 
Number of match equivalent sessions a week 

Good 3 4 6 

Standard 2 2 4 

Poor 1 1 2 

6.54 The quality ratings assigned to each pitch in Tamworth Borough are out in Appendix D. 
These have been used to measure pitch capacity across the borough. The impact of 
changes to these ratings will also be considered. 

Peak Time Demand 

6.55 Reflecting the principles of the TalPF methodology, the new methodology also evaluates 
whether there are enough pitches to meet demand at peak time. To support this, the 
patterns of play for each type of football in Tamworth and the impact on demand for 
pitches is outlined in brief below: 



 Senior Football – as in 2009, the majority of teams (72%) play in the Tamworth Sunday 
League and as such, peak time for senior football is Sunday morning. A small amount 
of adult football takes place on Saturday afternoon / Sunday afternoon 

 Junior Football – the majority of teams play in the Tamworth Junior Football League 
and demand is therefore highest when this league is playing. U13 teams and upwards 
play on a Sunday morning / afternoon and lick off times are flexible to an extent to 
ensure that all fixtures can be accommodated. This is a new development since the 
2009 strategy and is the result of discussions between the league and the Council as to 
the best way to accommodate the growing demand. 81% of teams wish to play at the 
same time. 

 9v9 Football – is played on a Saturday morning and almost all teams play in the 
Tamworth Junior Football League. Again, some teams play consecutively to ensure all 
teams can be accommodated 

 Mini soccer peak day is also a Saturday morning. Again there are two kick off times to 
ensure that all matches can be fitted in. 

6.56 Pitches can only be considered to have spare capacity at peak time when they are not 
already utilised to their full capacity over the course of a week. A good adult pitch that is 
not used on a Sunday morning (Borough wide peak time), but used more than three times 
per week at other times (Sunday morning, Sunday afternoon and midweek for example) 
would not be considered able to sustain additional play at peak time, even though no one 
would be using the facility then, as this would be detrimental to pitch quality. 

Site Overview for Football 

6.57 The new methodology seeks to understand capacity issues at a site specific level and then 
build up to a Borough wide overview. Appendix F therefore provides a summary of the 
activity that takes place at each site. It sets out the current supply and demand and 
outlines whether the pitch is being overplayed, played to the appropriate level or are able 
to sustain additional fixtures. Any other issues arising with the site are also briefly 
summarised. 

6.58 It should be noted that all usage is classified according to the pitch size that is used by the 
team. The use of full sized pitches by both junior teams and adult teams (due to the 
pitches being sized to meet with FA requirements for all age groups) is therefore taken 
into account. Where pitches are over marked (for example a 9v9 pitch over marked on 
junior or adult pitch) this is considered as one pitch only. 

6.59 Issues will be explored in more depth and across the borough as a whole by pitch type, 
however the key issues emerging from site overviews are as follows: 

 There are no sites that are overplayed and in general, where overplay is evident on a 
specific pitch, this is associated with junior pitches and large clubs 

 While most sites have significant capacity over the course of the week, few have large 
quantities of spare capacity at peak time. The concentration of play at peak time is 
responsible for much spare capacity over the course of the week, with heavy use of 
sites on one day and limited use outside the peak period. This means that the quality 
of pitches is of lower importance in terms of capacity than it may otherwise be. This 
is particularly true of the Borough Council owned satellite sites, which largely 
accommodate only peak time activity (perhaps one match per week) 



 There is heavy use of secondary school sites particularly when taking into account 
school use (to be returned to later in this section). Secondary schools are important 
club bases and these sites host the large clubs, specifically: 

- Wilnecote High School – Wilnecote Wanderers FC 

- Tamworth Enterprise College – Cottage Farm FC 

- Landau Forte Amington – Amington Diamonds 

- Landau Forte QEMs – Gillway Boys and several adult football clubs 

 The only sites that are not used at all are Dosthill Boys Club (team folded this year) 
and the three primary school sites with secured access – Ankermoor Primary School, 
William Mcgregor Primary School and Flaxhill Primary School. Consultation indicated 
that the lack of use of these schools is attributed to the minimal facilities (1 – 2 mini 
pitches) and lack of toilets. 

Current Borough Wide Picture 

6.60 The site overviews set out in Appendix F enable the development of an overall picture of 
provision across Tamworth Borough for each type of football pitch, providing a more in 
depth view of the adequacy of supply to meet demand. 

6.61 Pitch provision is considered by pitch type in the sections that follow. Table 6.13 provides 
an overall summary of the current picture by pitch type, drawing upon the information 
presented in Tables 6.9 – 6.12. 

Adult Football Pitches 

6.62 Table 6.9 overleaf summarises the use and spare capacity at full size football pitches. 
Most full size pitches accommodate both junior and adult teams.  



Table 6.9 – Full Sized Football Pitches 

Site 
Community 

use 
category 

No of 
Pitches 

Quality 
Rating 

Current 
Community 

Use 
Difference Comparison 

Spare Capacity for 
Community Use 
During the Peak 

Period 

Anker Valley 
Secured 

Community 
Use 

10 Standard 12.5 7.5 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 

0 (2.5 if junior teams 
using adult pitches 
play consecutively) 

Bolehall Swifts FC 
Secured 

Community 
Use 

1 Standard 1.5 0.5 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0.5 

Buckingham Road 
Secured 

Community 
Use 

2 Standard 1.5 2.5 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0.5 

Callis Cottage 
Secured 

Community 
Use 

2 Poor 1 1 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

Deltic Football 
Pitches 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
2 Standard 0.5 3.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0.5 

Dosthill Boys Club 
Secured 

Community 
Use 

1 Poor 0 1 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

Glascote 
Recreational Ground 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
1 Standard 0.5 1.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0.5 

Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs / 
Sixth Form 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
1 Good - 

Standard 
2 0 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0 

Moor Street Football 
Pitch 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
1 Standard 1 1 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0 



Site 
Community 

use 
category 

No of 
Pitches 

Quality 
Rating 

Current 
Community 

Use 
Difference Comparison 

Spare Capacity for 
Community Use 
During the Peak 

Period 

Ninefoot Playing 
Fields 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
2 

One pitch 
standard, 
one pitch 

poor 

1 2 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1.5 

Rene Road Rec  
Secured 

Community 
Use 

2 Standard 1 3 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

Tamworth Enterprise 
College 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
1 Standard 1.5 0.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0 

Wilnecote 
Community Leisure 
Centre 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
2 Standard 2 2 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 

0 (0.5 if junior teams 
using adult pitches 
play consecutively) 

Wilnecote Sport and 
Recreation 
Association 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
1 Standard 2 0 Played to the level 

the site can sustain 
0 

Torc Campus 
Unsecured 
community 

use 
1 Standard 0 2 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

 



6.63 Table 6.9 reveals that overall, across Tamworth Borough there is some spare capacity at 
full size football pitches. This is equivalent to 28 match equivalent sessions per week. 
There is no overplaying on any site. In more detail (and without taking into account school 
usage): 

 Wilnecote Sport and Recreation Association is the only site played to capacity 

 All other sites have some spare capacity - the highest amount is at Anker Valley (7.5 
match equivalents) 

 Buckingham Road, Deltic and Rene Road Recreation Ground are all able to 
accommodate an additional 3 match equivalents per week, There is scope to play an 
additional two match equivalents at Wilnecote Community High School 

 Spare capacity is more limited at Landau Forte QEMS and Tamworth Enterprise 
College, even without taking into account school use.  

6.64 This apparent spare capacity however disguises the real picture. While there is substantial 
capacity across the week, there is more limited availability at peak time for adult football 
(Sunday morning) with just 7.5 match equivalent slots available. This is a direct result of 
the characteristics of play, with the concentration of teams in a small number of leagues 
meaning pitches are required at the same time. 

6.65 A review of the sites with spare capacity indicates that at peak time: 

 Anker Valley is at capacity. The only way additional play could be accommodated 
would be for ongoing staggering of junior play (two matches in a morning which is 
permitted by the league) and this would enable an additional 2.5 match equivalents 
to be played 

- With the exception of Dosthill Boys Club and Torc Campus (neither of which are 
used), all other capacity is at satellite sites of limited quality. Only Ninefoot 
Playing Fields is able to accommodate more than one additional match equivalent. 
Although Deltic is hardly used, capacity at this site is restricted due to a lack of 
parking and only one pitch can be used at a time; 

- An additional 0.5 match equivalents could be accommodated at Wilnecote Leisure 
Centre and Callis Cottage if junior matches were played with staggered kick offs. 

6.66 For adult football therefore, provision is sufficient to meet current demand across the 
week, although spare capacity is limited at peak time due to the high concentration of on 
Sunday morning. This spare capacity is much lower than levels recorded in the 2009 PPS, 
primarily due to the replacement of some adult pitches as smaller sized pitches.  

6.67 There are also several issues relating to the adult pitch stock that need to be considered 
when evaluating the adequacy: 

 The five pitches that are located at school sites also sustain curricular use during the 
week. Assuming that this is equivalent to one match equivalent on each pitch, spare 
capacity reduces to 24 match equivalents. Peak time capacity however remains 
unchanged 

 The five pitches at school sites are all at academies. If these pitches were no longer 
available, capacity would reduce to 46 matches per week, with demand equivalent to 



28 match equivalents. Spare capacity would therefore be equivalent to 18 match 
equivalents. Peak time capacity would be further compromised as four teams 
currently playing at school sites use these at peak time. While with the exception of 
Torc Campus these venues are already full at peak time (and the loss of these venues 
would therefore reduce spare capacity to 6.5 match equivalents), these four teams 
would need to be accommodated elsewhere. Spare capacity would therefore reduce 
to just 4.5 match equivalents.  

 Most of the outlying satellite sites do not have changing accommodation. As changing 
accommodation is not a prerequisite for the Tamworth Sunday league, this is not an 
immediate cause for concern in terms of capacity (although it influences player 
experience). For other leagues however, such as the Central Warwickshire Leagues, 
Birmingham AFA etc., changing accommodation is required. Outside of Ninefoot, 
there is therefore no capacity for participation in these leagues at peak time and 
Anker Valley is the only site which could be used on a Saturday morning or Sunday 
afternoon. The growth of adult football in the borough may therefore be compromised 
if teams do not wish to enter the Tamworth Sunday Football League. 

Impact of Quality Issues arising later in the Season 

6.68 As outlined earlier in this section, while in theory pitches have been largely classified as 
standard quality and able to sustain two games per week, many are on the border between 
standard and poor and capacity may reduce over the season. 

6.69 While the amount of spare capacity across the week would decrease, in practice there 
would be limited impact based upon current playing patterns, as these outlying sites are 
only used at peak time and therefore only sustaining up to one match per week anyway. 
There would be greater ramifications if demand for adult football became more dispersed 
across the weekend. 

Impact of non-secured Community Use 

6.70 There is only one site containing an adult football pitch that is unsecured for community 
use (Torc Campus). Exclusion of this site would mean that just 6.5 match equivalents are 
available at peak time and 27 over the course of a week. There is little reliance therefore 
on unsecured pitches for adult football. 

Junior Football 

6.71 At some sites, full sized pitches are used by both junior and adult teams and in general the 
size of the pitches means that dimensions are within the range of appropriate minimum 
and maximum sizes. There is however a smaller number of junior teams that use junior 
sized pitches. The capacity of these pitches is set out in Table 6.10.



Table 6.10 – Capacity at Junior Football Pitches 

Site Community 
use category 

No of 
Pitches 

Quality 
Rating 

Capacity 
based just 
on quality 

rating 

Current 
Community 
Use (Match 

Equivalents) 

Difference 
(excluding 
impact of 

school use) 

Comparison 

Extent of any Spare 
Capacity for 

Community Use 
During the Peak 

Period 

Bolehall Swifts FC 
Secured 
Community Use 1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 
additional play 

0.5 

Landau Forte 
Academy Amington 

Secured 
Community Use 1 

Good – 
Standard 2 1.5 0.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 
additional play 

0 (0.5 assuming 
teams play 

consecutively) 

Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs / 
Sixth Form 

Secured 
Community Use 1 

Good – 
Standard 2 0 2 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 
additional play 

1 (2 if teams play 
consecutively) 

Lintly 
Secured 
Community Use 2 Poor 2 3.5 -1.5 Being overplayed 0 

Tamworth Enterprise 
College 

Secured 
Community Use 3 Standard 6 4 2 

Potentially able to 
accommodate some 
additional play 

1.5 (2 if teams play 
consecutively) 

 



6.72 Table 6.10 reveals that overall there is a small amount of spare capacity at junior (11 v 
11) football pitches. Although there are 6 match equivalent sessions per week available, 
the total overplay is equivalent to 1.5 match equivalent sessions, meaning that there are 
4.5 match equivalent sessions available on balance. In more detail: 

 With the exception of Lintly, all sites have some capacity for additional play. 
Tamworth Enterprise College and Landau Forte are both able to sustain two additional 
games per week, while Bolehill Swifts could host a further 1.5. Spare capacity at 
Landau Forte Amington is more limited (1.5). 

 There is potentially more capacity at Lintly than figures may suggest, as use is by 7v7 
teams, who will not create as much wear and tear as the older age groups that 
pitches are designed for. 

6.73 As with adult pitches, capacity is much more restricted at peak time, with just 1.5 match 
equivalents available. Assuming that all junior matches are played consecutively, there 
would be scope for an additional 2 match equivalents (on top of the 1.5 match equivalents 
spare capacity identified). 

6.74 Provision for junior teams is therefore constrained and is even more so when taking into 
account that Anker Valley, the main site for full sized pitches (which can be used for 
juniors) is at capacity (although 2.5 additional match equivalents could be accommodated 
if junior kick off times were staggered). 

6.75 Added to this, the above figures do not take into account school use. When assuming that 
each pitch sustains equivalent to 1 match hosting curricular activity, while peak time 
availability remains constant, spare capacity would amount to 2.5 match equivalents, but 
there would be overplay of 3 match equivalents. 

6.76 This serves to highlight the important role that schools are playing in the provision of 
junior football and in particular hosting several junior clubs. The loss of these pitches 
would result in the loss of dedicated junior pitches outside Lintly and only Borough Council 
pitches (sharing with adults) would remain. Pitch supply would therefore be insufficient in 
these circumstances. 

6.77 The requirement for ancillary facilities for junior teams is also important to note. Outside 
Anker Valley and the school sites, there are few pitches with toilets and washing facilities 
available. The availability of such facilities influences the choice of pitch and also the 
overall satisfaction with the facilities. Ancillary provision can be as important as pitch 
quality. 

Impact of Unsecured Community Use Arrangements 

6.78 There are no junior pitches located at unsecured sites. 

9 v 9 Pitches 

6.79 Table 6.11 summarises the use and spare capacity at 9 v 9 football pitches. It reveals that 
there are just 4 sites containing 9v9 pitches. Outside Anker Valley, all three are academy 
sites hosting large clubs.



Table 6.11 – 9 v 9 Football Pitches 

Site 
Community 

use category 
Pitch 
Type 

No of 
Pitches 

Quality 
Rating 

Capacity 
Multiplier 

Current 
Community 
Use (Match 

Equivalents) 

Difference 
(excluding 
impact of 

school use) 

Comparison 

Peak 
time 
spare 

capacity 

Anker Valley 
Secured 

Community Use 
9v9 3 Standard 2 2.5 3.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate 

some additional 
play 

1 

Landau Forte 
Academy Amington 

Secured 
Community Use 

9v9 3 
Good - 

Standard 
2 0.5 5.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate 

some additional 
play 

2.5 

Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs / 
Sixth Form 

Secured 
Community Use 9v9 1 

Good - 
Standard 2 2 0 

Potentially able to 
accommodate 

some additional 
play 

0 

Wilnecote 
Community Leisure 
Centre 

Secured 
Community Use 9v9 1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 

Potentially able to 
accommodate 

some additional 
play 

0 

 

 



6.80 Overall, across Tamworth Borough, there is the equivalent of 9.5 match equivalent slots 
available at 9 v 9 football pitches. There is no overplaying. Peak time capacity is more 
restricted, with just 3.5 match equivalents available. The largest spare capacity is at 
Landau Forte Amington, as there is currently relatively limited use of this pitch by the club 
(Amington Diamonds). 

6.81 As with junior pitches, the location of several 9v9 pitches at school sites means that it is 
necessary to take into account of school use. Assuming that this is equivalent to one match 
equivalent per pitch, spare capacity over the week would reduce to six and there would 
be overplay at the Landau Forte Academy (QEMS).  

6.82 Like already referenced in relation to other pitch types, the importance of school facilities 
cannot be underestimated, with 63% of capacity located at school sites under the control 
of academies. If these sites were no longer available, the remaining pitches (3 at Anker 
Valley) would be insufficient to cope with the demand. 

Impact of Unsecured Pitches 

6.83 There are no 9v9 pitches at unsecured playing field sites.   

7 v 7 Pitches 

6.84 Table 6.12 overleaf summarises the use and spare capacity at 7 v 7 football pitches.



Table 6.12 - Use and Spare Capacity at 7 v 7 Football Pitches 

*Site Community 
use category 

No of 
Pitches 

Quality 
Rating 

Current 
Community 
Use (Match 

Equivalents) 

Difference 
(excluding 
impact of 

school use) 

Comparison 

Extent of any Spare 
Capacity for Community 

Use During the Peak 
Period (Excluding School 

use) 

Anker Valley Secured 
Community Use 

2 Standard 3.5 4.5 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0.5 

Landau Forte 
Academy Amington 

Secured 
Community Use 

1 Good - 
Standard 

1 3 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs / 
Sixth Form 

Secured 
Community Use 

1 Good - 
Standard 

0 4 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
2 

Belgrave Sports 
Centre (Now 
Tamworth Enterprise 
College) 

Secured 
Community Use 

2 Standard 3 5 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

Wilnecote 
Community Leisure 
Centre 

Secured 
Community Use 

2 Standard 1.5 6.5 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
0.5 

William Macgregor 
Primary School 

Secured 
Community Use 

1 Poor 0 2 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

Flax Hill Junior 
School 

Secured 
Community Use 

2 Standard 0 8 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
1 

Ankermoor Primary 
School 

Secured 
Community Use 

1 Standard 0 4 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
2 

Woodlands Primary 
School 

Unsecured 
community use 

1 Standard 0 4 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
2 

Moorgate Community 
Primary School 

Unsecured 
community use 

3 Standard 0 12 
Potentially able to 
accommodate some 

additional play 
2 



6.85 Table 6.12 reveals that overall, across Tamworth Borough; there is spare capacity 
equivalent to 53 match equivalent slots available at 7v7 football pitches. There are no 
sites that are currently overplayed. This is however significantly influenced by the high 
levels of demand at peak time (Saturday morning) with much more limited demand for 7 v 
7 pitches outside of this time. Despite 53 match equivalent slots being available across the 
week, there are just 13 at peak time, even taking into account the rules of the league 
which allow matches to be played consecutively (different kick off times). In more detail: 

 All sites have spare capacity of at least 2 match equivalents, with Anker Valley (4.5), 
Wilnecote Community School and Moorgate Community Primary offering the highest 
level of spare capacity. There is however almost no spare capacity at peak time at 
Anker Valley (0.5) and only Ankermoor Primary, Woodland Primary and Moorgate 
Primary have spare capacity for more than two matches at peak time. 

 As with most other pitch types, outside Anker Valley there is a strong reliance upon 
the education sector, with 54 of the 62 match equivalents available based at school 
sites. Current community use could not be accommodated at peak time if these sites 
were to be lost. 

 The location of these sites on school venues means that they also sustain curricular 
use. Assuming school use amounts to a total of one match equivalent per week per 
pitch, spare capacity would reduce to 41 match equivalents and there would be no 
impact on peak time availability. 

 The requirement for ancillary facilities for junior teams is also important to note. 
Outside Anker Valley and the school sites, there are few pitches with toilets and 
washing facilities available. The availability of such facilities influences the choice of 
pitch and also the overall satisfaction with the facilities. Ancillary provision can be as 
important as pitch quality and such facilities are currently very limited. 

Impact of Unsecured Community Use 

6.86 Unlike other pitch types, it is clear that there are some unsecured sites containing mini 
football pitches, specifically Ankermoor Primary, Woodland Primary and Moorgate Primary. 
If these sites no longer offered community access, there would be a reduction of 15 match 
equivalents across the week and just seven match equivalents at peak time. 

5 v 5 pitches 

6.87 There are only three sites containing 5 v 5 pitches, specifically Anker Valley, Tamworth 
Enterprise College and Wilnecote Community High School, again reflecting a reliance on 
school provision. There is sufficient capacity at all sites with capacity over the course of 
the week, but even taking into account the fact that teams play consecutively, there is no 
remaining capacity at peak time. 

Overall picture 

6.88 Overall, therefore, although there is a small amount of capacity to accommodate 
additional demand on full sized football pitches, the amount of spare capacity is more 
limited for smaller pitches. The focus of peak time play means that across the borough, 
and reflecting the overall spare capacity in the pitch stock, very few sites are overplayed.  

6.89 For all pitch types, access to facilities at peak time is a much greater concern than the use 
of pitches across the week – this is caused by the particularly high concentration of 



demand at the peak time. This occurs despite efforts by the Tamworth Junior League to 
stagger kick off, which have indeed facilitated the amount of football that is currently 
being played in the borough. It is clear that this issue is not isolated to Tamworth Borough, 
with many clubs outside the borough looking for pitches in Tamworth and highlighting a 
shortfall in their own local authority area. This therefore suggests that there are similar 
issues remaining to those identified in 2009, despite moves to increase the capacity and 
usage of the pitch stock. 

6.90 The lower levels of spare capacity at junior and 9v9 pitches mean that there are limited 
opportunities for growth and many clubs are concerned about the amount of pitches that 
are available. There is a strong reliance on the education sector for the provision of 
smaller sized pitches and all secondary schools play an important role in accommodating 
large clubs on their large sites. While these sites currently offer formal secured 
agreements and promote access, the move to academy status means that this access for 
clubs is not in the hand of the local authority. 

6.91 Despite the shortages in pitches, there is limited reliance upon unsecured sites. All large 
sites are already available for use and most unsecured sites are not used due their small 
size and lack of facilities. 

6.92 While quality concerns emerged as the other key issue, the emphasis on peak time play 
means that these have a much lower impact than they would if play was more spread. 
Most pitches in the borough are used just once per week (at peak time) and improvements 
to the quality of facilities would not therefore significantly advance capacity in the stock, 
unless temporal demand for pitches was changed.  

6.93 The quality of pitches does however clearly impact upon player enjoyment and perceived 
quality of pitches, alongside the car parking and changing rooms that are provided, is 
evidently a contributing factor for the slight imbalance in the use of pitches. While Anker 
Valley is at capacity, there is much more limited use of the outlying satellite sites. 
Changing facilities are not necessarily required for the Tamworth Sunday league, but 
teams playing in other leagues are restricted to either school or club based sites, or Anker 
Valley. 

6.94 As well as concerns about the amount of pitches that are available, clubs also raise issues 
with the maintenance regimes.  

6.95 Table 6.13 overleaf therefore summarises the information presented in Tables 6.9 – 6.12 
and sets out the overall adequacy of the stock of pitches in Tamworth Borough to meet 
current demand.



Table 6.13 – Adequacy of Pitch Provision to meet Current Demand 

Scenario 

Pitch Type 
Spare Capacity 
across Week 

(match 
equivalents) 

Spare capacity 
at Peak 

Time(match 
equivalents) 

Impact of School Use 
(match equivalents) 

Impact of further 
staggering of kick off at 

peak time (match 
equivalents) 

Loss of access to 
academies 

No access to 
unsecured 

pitches 

Adult Football 

28 7.5 

Spare capacity 
decreases to 24 and 

remains at 7.5 at peak 
time 

Potential for 3.5 
additional match 
equivalents to be 
accommodated 

Spare capacity reduces 
to 18. Just 4.5 pitches 
available at peak time. 

Just one site 
unsecured 

Junior 
Football 

4.5 1.5 
Overplay exceeds spare 

capacity (0.5) 

Potential for 2 
additional match 
equivalents to be 
accommodated 

Insufficient – loss of five 
pitches would mean 
further overplay. . 

Would result in loss of 5 
pitches (10 match 

equivalents) 

No impact 

9v9 

9.5 3.5 
Spare capacity 

decreases to 6. Some 
overplay. 

None 

63% of pitch provision 
currently at academies. 
Would result in loss of 5 

pitches (10 match 
equivalents) 

None 

7v7 

53 13 41, 13 at peak time None 

Significant impact as all 
used provision is at 
Anker Valley and 
Academy sites 

Spare capacity 
at peak time 
reduces to 7 

5v5 Spare capacity 
at all sites 

0  None Only Anker valley would 
remain 

None 



Displaced Demand 

6.96 The 2009 assessment identified several teams that could be considered displaced (forced 
to travel out of the borough due to a lack of pitch provision or an alternative reason). 
None of these now exist. 

6.97 There however remains significant evidence of teams associated with Tamworth travelling, 
for example Tamworth Ladies FC, who plays at Mile Oak in Fazeley (Lichfield District 
Council). The location of boundaries between Lichfield and Tamworth however mean that 
most clubs are travelling within a reasonable distance to reach facilities (and many into 
areas that fall just outside the boundaries of Tamworth Borough, but geographically are 
still associated with Tamworth for example Rawlett School). For the purposes of this 
assessment therefore no teams have been considered to be displaced. Anecdotally 
however, league secretaries indicate that many teams are forced to travel to reach 
pitches due to a lack of provision within Tamworth itself and at their preferred locations. 

Latent Demand 

6.98 The FA participation report indicated that there is scope to increase participation 
significantly, with conversion rates suggesting that there is potential to increase adult 
participation by 8 teams (4 match equivalents), youth teams by 20 teams (10 match 
equivalents) and mini soccer teams by 11 (5.5 match equivalents).  

6.99 Added to this, several clubs indicate that they believe that a shortage of junior pitches is 
inhibiting club development and the growth of the sport across Tamworth. Consultation 
suggests that teams and the league believe that there are already too many junior teams 
for the amount of pitches available and the league has already sought to address this by 
staggering kick off times. Several clubs also highlight aspirations to establish girl’s teams 
as well as disability teams but indicate that this is inhibited by a lack of facilities. 

6.100 It is clear therefore that teams believe there to be insufficient facilities for junior football 
in particular and as a consequence, that there is latent demand. This links with the 
identified pressures on junior football pitches identified earlier in this section and suggests 
that at least to a point, the lack of pitches is constraining football.  

Future Picture of Provision 

6.101 The future requirement for playing pitches will be impacted by several factors, including 
population growth or change to the demographic profile of the population, changes in 
participation trends and club development.  

6.102 These issues are considered in order to build an accurate picture of future demand for 
playing pitches. 

Population Change 

6.103 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 
required to generate one team. Table 6.14 summarises the current TGRs for football and 
uses them to evaluate the potential impact of projected population change on demand for 
football. It reveals that by 2031: 

 adult football participation is likely to remain broadly in line with current levels with 
an overall decrease of almost 2 teams (1 match equivalent); 



 the number of people aged between 10 and15 will increase slightly, leading to growth 
in participation equivalent to 2 youth football teams (1 match equivalent) and 1 9v9 
team (0.5 match equivalents). 

 There will be a slight decrease in participation in mini soccer ( 1 team) 

Table 6.14 – TGRs for Football in Tamworth Borough 

Sport and Age 
Groups 

Number 
of 

teams 
in age 
group 
within 

the 
area 

Current 
Population 

in Age 
Group 

Current 
TGR 

Population 
in Age 
Group 
(2031 

Population 
Change in 
Age Group 

Potential 
Change in 

Team Numbers 
in Age Group 
(Number of 

Teams) 
Current – 2021 

Football Adult 
Men (16-45yrs) 

39 14837 380 14196 -641 -1.7 

Football Adult 
Women (16-
45yrs) 

1 15400 15400 14734 -666 0.0 

Football Youth 
Boys (12-15yrs) 

26 1778 68 1903 125 1.8 

Football Youth 
Girls (12-15yrs) 

0 1845 0 1975 130 0 

Football 9v9 Boys 
(10-11 years) 

20 908 45 939 31 0.7 

Football 9v9 Girls 
(10-11 years) 

0 942 0 975 33 0 

Football Mini 
Soccer Mixed (6-
9yrs) 

26 3847 148 3756 -91 -0.6 

 

6.104 These changes mean that based upon population growth taking place in Tamworth Borough 
alone, there would be little change in the adequacy of the pitch stock;  

 For adult pitches, demand would reduce by 1 match equivalent, meaning spare 
capacity would rise to 28 match equivalents over the course of the week and 8.5 at 
peak time; 

 For youth teams, the additional match equivalent would reduce spare capacity to 3.5 
match equivalents, and supply would almost equal demand at peak time; 

 For mini soccer teams, there would remain sufficient capacity during the week (53.5 
match equivalents), but more constrained provision at peak time (13.5). 



6.105 This impact is slightly lower than that defined in the 2009 Strategy document, as the 
above calculations also take into account the ageing population, which the 2009 
calculations did not. Furthermore, participation has declined slightly. 

6.106 Overall therefore, population growth within Tamworth Borough boundaries will have 
relatively limited impact on the adequacy of pitch provision. It should be noted however 
that growth on the edges of the boundaries of Tamworth Borough will however have 
significant implications on demand for pitches in the borough (as it is clearly demonstrated 
that residents travel in and out of the borough to play football) and this should be 
considered once the scale and location of growth is finalised.  

6.107 This will be of even greater significance as it is known that anecdotally, there are 
shortfalls in pitch provision in neighbouring authorities too. 

Impact of Increasing Participation 

6.108 Although population growth will influence demand, changes in participation may perhaps 
have the greatest impact on demand for playing pitches. In the event of growth in 
participation in the younger age groups, the already constrained stock of junior football 
pitches and 9v9 pitches would become even more unevenly balanced with demand and 
there would be insufficient pitches.  

6.109 Several clubs have indicated that they have aspirations to grow but many believe growth is 
constrained by facilities. Clubs expressing a wish to increase participation include Deer 
Park FC, Wilnecote Wanderers, Coton Green FC, St Johns Junior FC, Elford Boys amongst 
others. Most are seeking to establish a minimum of 1 team at each group and many have 
more lofty ambitions. 

6.110 It is clear that this growth has already started, with increased entries into the Tamworth 
Junior Football league for the 2014 – 2015 season. Illustrating this, St Johns Junior FC 
alone has entered two new girls teams, 3 new U7, 2 new U8 and 2 new U9 teams. This will 
further compromise the spare capacity at Anker Valley (the club’s home ground).  

6.111 The latent demand identified by the FA therefore appears to represent a realistic 
potential for growth and may perhaps even underestimate the likely participation 
increases for junior football. Taking into account both population growths (set out in Table 
6.14) and assuming that latent demand identified by the FA is achieved, the adequacy of 
pitches is set out in Table 6.15. 

Table 6.15 – Adequacy of Pitch Provision 

Football Pitch 
Type Current Position Baseline Growth Impact on the Adequacy 

of Provision 

Adult Football 28 match equivalents 
available, 7.5 at 
peak time. 

Taking into account 
curricular use of 
school sites, capacity 
reduces to 24 
matches per week 

Population – decrease 
of 1 match 
equivalent 

Latent demand – 
increase 4 match 
equivalents 

24 match equivalents per 
week, spare capacity at 
peak time reduced to circa 
4 match equivalents 

Capacity reduces to 20 
matches (no impact on 
peak time) if taking into 
account school use 



Youth Football 
– 9v9 and 
Junior Pitches  

Junior pitches - 4.5 
match equivalents 
available, 1.5 at 
peak time (3 if 
matches played 
consecutively) 

9v9 pitches – 9.5 
match equivalents 
available, 3.5 at 
peak time 

Taking into account 
curricular use, junior 
pitches are 
overplayed and spare 
capacity for 9v9 
pitches is 5. 

Population – increase 
of 1 match 
equivalent 

Latent demand – 
increase 10 match 
equivalents 

Insufficient capacity to 
accommodate increased 
demand – spread across 
both pitch types spare 
capacity would be 
equivalent to just 2.5 but 
high peak time demand 
would mean a shortfall of 
at least 4.5 match 
equivalents. 

When taking into account 
curricular use of existing 
sites too, spare capacity 
over the week would 
become insufficient and 
shortfalls would equate to 
circa 8 match equivalents. 

Mini Football – 
7v7 and 5 v 5 

53 match equivalents 
available, 13 at peak 
time. No availability 
at peak time for 5 a 
side pitches. 

Curricular use of 
pitches would see 
spare capacity 
decrease to 41 match 
equivalents per week 

Population – decrease 
of 0.5 match 
equivalents 

Latent demand – 
increase 5.5 match 
equivalents 

Capacity just sufficient 
overall (circa 5 match 
equivalents at peak time) 
but this is reliant upon use 
of 3 primary school sites 
that are currently secured 
for access but not used due 
to their unsuitability for 
large clubs. 

 

6.112 It is therefore clear that the current stock of pitches is insufficient to accommodate 
demand and based upon the above baseline requirements, there is a need for at least a 
further 4 – 5 junior pitches. 

6.113 There is however greater concerns with the adequacy of pitch provision than outlined 
above, as these figures include pitches at all school sites. Schools play an important role in 
the provision of home bases for junior clubs and if access is removed, there would be 
significant deficiencies in the borough. Furthermore, as demand intensifies, usage of each 
site is likely to increase and there is potential that pitch quality will be compromised as a 
result. There is potential that this could lead to the withdrawal of sites in the long term.  

6.114 Added to this, most of the spare capacity for junior / mini play is at school sites which are 
currently functioning as the home base for one team. Outside of these sites, there is 
limited opportunity for growth (Anker Valley is at capacity). Teams with growth 
aspirations that do not have use of a school site (for example St Johns Junior FC) are 
therefore particularly compromised.  

Key Issues for Football 

6.115 The key issues to be addressed are summarised in section 6 of the main report. 
Subsequent priorities are set out in Section 10. 



Artificial Grass Pitches  

6.116 The changing role of AGPs in football and rugby, as well as the reliance upon these 
facilities for hockey means that consideration of the adequacy of AGPs is an important 
component of the new methodology. 

6.117 The FA now approves certain types of AGP for use in competitive fixtures and the FA 
National Facilities Strategy recognises the role that these facilities play in the provision of 
facilities for football. The overlap between the sports that can be played on each pitch 
means that it is essential to consider the interrelationship between sports as well as the 
individual needs of each sport. 

6.118 Guidance on AGPs (Sport England 2010)indicates the suitability of AGPs to be as follows:  

 Water Based (suitable for high level hockey and football training if the pitch is 
irrigated) 

 Sand Filled (acceptable surface for hockey and suitable for football training) 

 Sand Dressed (preferred surface for hockey and suitable for football training) 

 Short Pile 3g (acceptable surface for football and hockey at low standards) 

 Long pile 3g (preferred surface for football, not suitable for hockey) 

 Long pile 3g with shock pad – suitable for football and rugby, not suitable for hockey) 

6.119 Table 6.16 overleaf summarises the AGPs available across Tamworth Borough. It indicates 
that there are two full sized pitches and a smaller sized AGP. 



 Table 6.16 – AGPs available 

Site Name Surface Size Management Floodlights Year Built Quality Hours Available 

Tamworth Enterprise 
College Sand Filled Small size (60 

x 40) School Yes 2006 Standard 

Monday-Friday 18:00 
- 23:00 

Saturday 13:30 - 
17:30 

Sunday 09:30 - 13:00 

Landau Forte 
Academy Amington Sand Filled Full size Trust Yes 2006 Standard 

Monday-Friday 17:30 
- 21:30 

Weekend 09:30 - 
21:30 

Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs Sand Filled Full size Trust Yes 2010 Good 

Monday-Friday 17:00 
- 22:00 

Weekend 09:00 - 
18:00 

 

 



6.120 The key issues arising from table 6.16 are as follows: 

 All pitches within the Tamworth Borough Boundaries are sand based. The only 3g pitch 
is located just outside the borough boundaries, at the Rawlett School 

 All AGPs are located at school sites. Notably, all sites are academies meaning that 
facility availability is outside the control of the local education authority 

 All pitches are floodlit and available for community use. The provision of floodlights 
means that they can be used evenings as well as weekends. 

6.121 Analysis of the geographical distribution of facilities indicates that provision is skewed 
towards the north of the town, with both of the sand based full sized pitches located in 
this area. The 3g pitch at the Rawlett School, situated just outside of the borough 
boundaries is also located to the north of the settlement. The small sized pitch at 
Tamworth Enterprise College is the only site in the south of the town and this is relatively 
central. 

Adequacy of AGPs 

6.122 The new methodology evaluates the requirement for AGPs for football, hockey and rugby 
using a variety of techniques including; 

 The Sport England FPM 

 The FA Pitch Modelling 

 Site specific usage analysis. 

6.123 The Sport England FPM and FA Pitch Modelling are theoretical modelling tools and are 
therefore considered first. The findings of these are then overlaid with specific localised 
issues relating to supply and demand and site specific usage analysis in order to determine 
the adequacy of existing provision. 

FPM Modelling 

6.124 The FPM modelling for AGPs in Tamworth was prepared as part of a wider assessment for 
Staffordshire County Sports Partnership. This report is available under separate cover and 
this section therefore only summarises the key findings. It reveals that: 

 supply of pitches per 10000 residents (0.39 pitches) is marginally higher than the 
midlands average (0.34) and the Staffordshire County wide average (0.38); 

 when taking into account the hours pitches are available, the supply is equivalent to 
2.5 pitches. These pitches are able to accommodate a total of 1870 visits per week 

 demand in Tamworth is equivalent to 1792 visits per week in the peak period, 
equivalent to 2.42 AGPs. The ageing population profile will mean that this is similar in 
future years, as the propensity of the population to play pitch sports will decrease as 
it ages, mitigating the impact of population growth. Demand will be equivalent to 
2.43 pitches 



 whilst overall demand equates to 2.4 AGPs, the separate data for football and hockey 
demand illustrates that demand equates to 0.5 AGP for hockey and just under 2 AGPs 
for football; 

 based purely upon a baseline supply and demand assessment, supply is just above 
demand levels currently, with pitch provision (2.5) greater than demand (2.4). This 
indicates that supply is almost in balance with demand; 

 satisfied demand however takes into account the location of existing pitches, as well 
as the interrelationship with pitches in other local authorities. Analysis demonstrates 
that 96.2% of demand is satisfied, which is above regional and county averages. 81.1% 
of satisfied demand is those who travelled by car, while 16.4 % is residents travelling 
on foot. Over 36% of demand from Tamworth residents is exported to other areas (the 
remainder is satisfied within the borough). This level of export is above the county 
and regional averages (11.3% and 2.5% respectively) and the modelling reveals that 
the majority of this demand is exported to Lichfield. 41% of demand is imported. 
Overall however, the model reveals that there is little unmet demand. The relative 
share of pitches is also high when compared against national and regional averages; 

 while there is little unmet demand, the modelling reveals that the pitch stock is at 
100% capacity. This is not surprising given that total demand is only 0.1 of an AGP less 
than supply both currently and projecting forwards to 2024. 

6.125 The conclusions of the modelling undertaken by Sport England therefore suggest that; 

 the existing stock of AGPs is at capacity; 

 there is a poor balance between the different types of surface given the shift to 3g 
surfaces by the FA – existing demand is significantly higher for 3g surfaces than for 
hockey, but all of the existing pitch stock has a sand based surface 

 facilities outside of the borough are important in providing for residents in Tamworth. 

FA Modelling 

6.126 The FA facility strategy seeks to shift football usage away from sand based AGPs to 3g 
pitches. Only 3g pitches approved and listed on the FA register can be used for 
competitive matches although informal play and training can still take place on sand based 
facilities. 

6.127 FA data modelling evaluates the requirement for 3g pitches to meet the demands of 
football clubs. It assumes that one 3g pitch is required per 56 teams and that based on FA 
policy, all football should take place on 3g pitches (as opposed to sand). 

6.128 In Tamworth Borough, using a baseline of 96 affiliated teams, the FA modelling indicates 
that there is a requirement for 1.71 3g AGPs to meet current demand. As there are no 3g 
pitches in the borough, it therefore concludes that there is a shortfall of provision. 

6.129 The FA also highlight that the lack of 3g pitches in neighbouring authorities, particularly 
North Warwickshire, further exacerbates the lack of pitches in Tamworth Borough.  



The Local Situation 

6.130 The FA modelling and FPM provide a theoretical overview, but analysis of actual activity at 
each of the sites provides a greater indication of the availability of pitches and the 
adequacy of provision. Consideration is therefore given to demand from hockey and 
football clubs. 

Demand from Hockey Clubs 

6.131 There is just one hockey club in Tamworth Borough – Tamworth Hockey Club. Analysis of 
participation now compared to 2009 indicates that there has been a slight decline, with 
one fewer ladies team than there was at that time. Otherwise play has remained relatively 
consistent and the number of junior players has perhaps increased slightly. As a 
consequence, requirements for access to AGPs for hockey remain static. 

6.132 The clubhouse is located outside of the borough at Tamworth Cricket Club, but the club 
use the full sized sand based AGP at Landau Forte Academy QEMS for both training and 
matches. Table 6.17 summarises the use of the venue. 

Table 6.17 – Hockey Teams in Tamworth 

Club Teams Location Competition Training 

Tamworth 
Hockey Club 

4 mens teams, 3 
ladies teams, 40 
junior members 
(enter teams into 
U12 and U14 mixed 
and girls festivals) 

Landau Forte 
Academy - 
QEMS 

Use of pitch 
up to 8 
hours at 
weekend for 
competition 
(4 matches) 

Wednesday 
evening – 2.5 
hours total 

 

6.133 QEMS was also the venue for hockey in 2009 although the club also at that time used 
facilities at Woodhouse School (now Tamworth Enterprise College). This site is no longer 
used for hockey.  

6.134 The club were also believed to play a key role in securing a new sand based facility in 
Atherstone (North Warwickshire) however they have not used this facility since it was 
opened as the QEMS site is sufficient for their needs. 

Football Demand 

6.135 As set out earlier in this section, the perceived lack of AGPs for training was one of the 
key issues emerging through consultation with football clubs and local leagues. This issue 
was also raised in 2009. More specifically, clubs indicated that; 

 there is perceived to be a lack of AGPs available at times suitable for juniors (6pm – 
7.30). 5pm is too early as parents work.  

 children are easily hurt when using the sand based pitches and clubs would therefore 
prefer 3g pitches.  

 the pitch at Rawlett is always fully booked and is not accessible for all clubs 



 Leisure Leagues use pitches at a time when some clubs wish to train and reduce the 
availability of pitches for clubs 

 there is perceived to be a lack of provision in the south of the town 

 AGPs are expensive and clubs struggle to afford the facilities, particularly if required 
to book them all year round 

6.136 Every club consulted believed there to be a need to increase the amount of AGPs, and 
more specifically 3g AGPs. Consultation with football clubs therefore echoes the findings 
of both the Sport England FPM and FA demand modelling. 

Educational Demand 

6.137 Educational use of AGPs takes place outside of peak hours and there is therefore no 
impact upon the availability of the facilities for community use (as the artificial surface 
means that AGPs are not impacted upon by levels of use in the same way that grass 
pitches are). 

6.138 School participation can however have a knock on impact on demand for hockey in the 
borough. There appears to be relatively limited hockey that takes place in schools 
currently. Landau Forte Academy however indicates that they have a strong relationship 
with Tamworth Hockey Club and this will help in the development of players and the 
creation of foundations for the sport. 

Adequacy of AGPs 

6.139 Analysis of the adequacy of AGPs therefore needs to take into account the requirements of 
clubs from all sports using these facilities.  

6.140 The supply and demand of AGPs is measured by considering; 

 the amount of play that a site is able to sustain (based upon the number of hours that 
the pitch is accessible to the community during peak periods up to a maximum of 34 
hours per week). Peak periods have been deemed to be Monday to Thursday 17:00 to 
21:00; Friday 17:00 to 19:00 and Saturday and Sunday 09:00 to 17:00; 

 the amount of play that takes place (measured in hours); 

 whether there is any spare capacity at the site based upon a comparison between the 
capacity of the site and the actual usage; and 

 any other key issues relating to the site which have arisen through consultation. 

6.141 It has not been possible to obtain full pitch booking records for each site (due to 
commercial sensitivity); however details have been obtained about the usage of each 
facility and the availability of additional slots. Table 6.18 overleaf therefore summarises 
the known usage of each site and provides an indication of the issues experienced. 

6.142 The facility at Rawlett School is included as although outside of the borough, it 
accommodates many teams from Tamworth. 



 Table 6.18 – Site Specific Usage 

Site 
Pitch 

Quality 
Midweek 

Peak Hours 

Current 
Community 

Use 
Difference Comparison 

Total Extent of any 
Spare Capacity for 

Community Use 
Key Issues and Views 

Landau Forte 
QEMS Good 16 

Some minimal 
capacity for 
additional 

usage 

4 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional play 

4 – but at times when 
most clubs do not 
wish to access 
facilities 

Pitch of good quality, used for hockey 
as well as football training. Site used 
up to 3 hours midweek by hockey club 
and 8 hours at weekend. Remainder of 
use is football 

Landau Forte 
Amington Standard 17 13 4 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional play 

Some limited 
availability during 
desirable hours to 
book part pitches. 
Site also used by 
leisure leagues (4 
hours per week 

Site management indicate that facility 
will require resurface over next five 
years. Some minimal availability, 
community use of site is predominantly 
for football. 

Tamworth 
Enterprise 
College  

Standard 18 

Leisure 
Leagues (4 

hours), 
Football.  12 
hours fully 
booked. Six 

hours currently 
available 

6 
Able to 

accommodate 
additional play 

6 hours, but all 
either 9pm – 10pm or 
5pm – 6pm. This is 
outside of the main 
demand for junior 
clubs 

Site used by Cottage Farm Rangers 
who also use grass pitches as home 
facility and open to other clubs. Small 
size and sand based surface mean it is 
less attractive than other venues. 
Minimal additional capacity with only 
vacant slots outside of desirable times 

Rawlett School 
(outside 
borough) 

Good 18 

Some limited 
availability in 

5pm slots, 
otherwise 

fully booked 

3 
Able to 

accommodate 
additional play 

Only very limited in 
slots that are before 
desirable times for 
clubs 

Site is only 3g in locality and is heavily 
in demand. Site is run primarily on a 
block booking basis and most teams 
have been unable to secure a slot. 
Pitch quality is however good. 



6.143 It is therefore clear that the main use of AGPs midweek is football, with only QEMs used 
for hockey. While there is some availability, this is in general not at the time suitable for 
clubs, particularly those with younger players. 

6.144 Echoing the views of football clubs, there is relatively little spare capacity across the 
borough as a whole. 

Weekend Usage 

6.145 There is limited usage of AGPs at weekends currently. Existing facilities are not suitable 
for hosting formal football fixtures (they are not 3g pitches). The main uses of pitches at 
weekends are therefore ad hoc training / coaching sessions. 

6.146 The exception to this is Landau Forte QEMs, which is the focus for hockey activity. England 
Hockey guidance suggests that no AGP should be considered able to sustain more than 4 
games on any one day. 

6.147 With 7 adult hockey teams, there are 3.5 match equivalents for hockey taking place on a 
Saturday (ad hoc Sunday) with junior fixtures also occurring on a Sunday. This means that 
there is little capacity for additional usage at QEMs for match play. There is however 
currently other surfaces (Landau Forte Amington, Atherstone) that could be used by club 
should additional capacity be required. These would only be needed in the event of 
growth over and above 1 adult hockey team. Growth of the junior section could be 
accommodated through further use of pitches on a Sunday. 

6.148 The existing pitch at QEMS is therefore sufficient to meet demand for hockey at weekends. 

Displaced Demand 

6.149 There is no evidence of displaced demand in the borough for hockey currently. There is 
however evidence of football clubs travelling distances to reach an appropriate training 
facility. 

Future Picture of Provision 

6.150 As set out earlier in this section, football clubs believe there to be significant latent 
demand and opportunities for growth and population increases will also impact on demand 
for football.  

6.151 As well as impacting upon the requirement for grass pitches, increases in football 
participation would also generate additional demand for AGPs. Given that demand is 
measured by the FA as an hour per team, achievement of the FA participation targets set 
out earlier could generate a requirement for an additional 20 hours for youth football 
teams and 10 for mini soccer teams (10 hours use of an AGP if pitches are divided into 3). 
The population growth in Tamworth Borough alone may create a further 5 teams. As there 
are up to 18 mid-week peak time hours (depending upon opening times), this represents 
demand for an additional 0.5 AGPs in the event of population growth and participation 
increases. It should be noted that if 3g pitches are provided, these can also be used to 
offset increased demand for grass pitches as well as the growing need for training 
facilities. 

6.152 Future requirements for hockey will also be impacted upon by several things, including 
population growth, changes to the demographic profile, club development and evolving 
participation trends.  



6.153 Table 6.19 considers the impact of population growth on demand for hockey. It uses Team 
Generation Rates (TGRs) to indicate how many people in a specified age group are 
required to generate one team and enables calculation of the theoretical number of teams 
that would be generated from population growth. Table 6.18 reveals that because of 
relatively low levels of hockey participation; population growth will be insufficient to 
generate an additional team of any type.  

Table 6.19 – Impact of Changes to the Population Profile 

Sport and Age 
Groups 

Current 
population 

in age 
group 

within the 
area 

Number 
of teams 

in age 
group 
within 

the area 

Current 
TGR 

Future 
population 

in age 
group 

within the 
area (2031) 

Change in 
number of 
people in 
age group 

Potential 
Change in 

Team 
Numbers 

in Age 
Group 

Hockey Senior 
Men (16-55yrs) 20104 4 5026 18801 -1302 -0.3 

Hockey Senior 
Women (16-
55yrs) 

20866 3 6955 19514 -1352 -0.2 

Hockey Junior 
Boys (11-15yrs) 

2195 1 2195 2374 179 0.1 

Hockey Junior 
Girls (11-15yrs) 2278 2 1139 2464 186 0.2 

 

6.154 This means that population growth would result in demands for AGPs for hockey remaining 
stable – the increased population will mitigate the impact of the ageing population over 
time. Population growth outside of the borough boundaries but in close proximity to 
Tamworth will however affect the hockey club and the impact of this should be considered 
once scale and location is known. 

6.155 While population growth will have limited impact on participation, England Hockey seek to 
build participation in the sport, with a particular focus placed upon retention of existing 
players as well as an increase in the number of players aged 14+. In addition to the 
traditional form of the game, new forms of hockey have also recently been introduced, 
including Rush Hockey. These forms do not require formal facilities and can be played on 
any facility. The impact of their introduction and the rate of transfer to club hockey is not 
yet known. Participation at Tamworth Hockey Club has remained relatively static however 
if significant growth is experienced in club membership, there may be a knock on in terms 
of demand for pitches. 

Summary and Key Issues – AGPs  

6.156 The key issues for AGPs are summarised in section 6 of the report. 

Cricket 

6.157 There are just two sites containing formal grass cricket pitches in Tamworth Borough. This 
represents an increase from 2009, when Wilnecote Sport and Recreation Association was 
the only facility available. The new pitch is located at Landau Forte Academy Amington. 
There is also an indoor cricket facility at this site which was part funded by Staffordshire 
Cricket Board. 



6.158 In addition to these facilities, there is an informal grass cricket pitch at Dosthill Boys Club. 
While there is an area cordoned off for protection, there was no clearly defined square 
and it is thought that the pitch is used for casual cricket only. This is also additional 
provision from that identified in 2009. The facilities provided are summarised in table 
6.20. 

 Table 6.20 – Cricket Pitches in Tamworth Borough 

Site 
Fine Turf 
Provision 

Non Turf 
Provision Community Use Management 

Wilnecote Sport 
and Recreation 
Association 

11 strips 
(approximate) 

N/A Secured 
Community Use 

Sports Club (run as a 
charity) 

Landau Forte 
Academy 

6 strips 
(approximate) N/a 

Secured 
Community Use School (academy) 

Dosthill Boys 
Club 

Cricket square n/a 
Secured 

Community Use 
Youth Club 

 

6.159 In addition to the above sites, Tamworth Cricket Club is located just outside of the 
borough within Lichfield District Boundaries. This site contains one cricket pitch and also 
houses the pavilion for Tamworth Hockey Club. It also has a three lane net facility.  

Pitch Quality 

6.160 The pitch at Wilnecote Sports Association is considered to be in good condition by the 
cricket club. The club undertake their own maintenance and invest in improving their 
facility. They have recently purchased a new score box and also received a grant to 
support the improvement of their changing accommodation. They are however 
experiencing issues with the cricket ball travelling in to nearby neighbour’s gardens and 
identify new nets as the most immediate priority for the club.  

6.161 A visual inspection of the site demonstrated that while the square was protected, it was 
slightly undulating. Grass was also slightly long; however this was perhaps due to the time 
of visit (Thursday), with maintenance scheduled just before the match on Saturday.  

6.162 The cricket facility at the Landau Forte Academy is rated as of adequate to good quality 
by the school. The outfield is used for football / rugby pitches during the winter months. 

Demand 

6.163 Table 7.19 summarises the demand for cricket across Tamworth Borough. 

Table 7.19 – Demand for Cricket Pitches across Tamworth Borough 

Type of 
Demand Comment 

Clubs Wilnecote CC is the only team in the borough. They run 3 senior teams 
(increase of one team from 2009). Two teams play in the Lichfield and 
District Cricket League and one in the Warwickshire Cricket League. 
 
There are no junior teams playing competitively this season, however the 
club have run 2 junior teams in recent seasons and indicate that the teams 



are still active. The club have no aspirations to increase the amount of 
teams that they run. 
 

Representative 
Teams 

There are no known representative teams playing in the borough 

Educational 
Demand 

Demand for formal cricket pitches is much less evident from the education 
sector than other sports.  

Primary schools primarily play kwik cricket indoors or on the playground, 
linked with The Chance to Shine Programme, which brings cricket back into 
primary schools. Tamworth Cricket Club also runs taster sessions for 
primary school children, with a view to encouraging them to play cricket 
and join the club. Several primary schools indicate that they have strong 
links with Tamworth Cricket Club and have benefitted from coaching in the 
past years.  

There are much lower levels of participation at a secondary school level 
and no usage of facilities at Wilnecote CC by schools. None of the 
secondary schools in Tamworth Borough identified cricket as one of their 
main sports. Educational demand does not therefore impact on the club 
based facilities. 

Casual Demand There is no informal recreational use of the cricket pitch at Wilnecote 
sport and Recreation Club. The outfield is however used for football during 
the winter months, which contributes to the wear and tear of the facility. 

Other Issues 
Identified 

The club did not identify any further issues with the quality of their facility 
or access to existing sites. There is good access to indoor training facilities 
at Landau Forte Academy which also attracts teams from outside of the 
area and the facility at the club base is perceived to be adequate.  

 

Adequacy of Cricket Pitches 

6.164 The 2009 Sports Strategy indicated the provision at Wilnecote CC was sufficient to meet 
current and projected future demand for pitches (0.2 pitches surplus). 

6.165 The methodology for evaluating the adequacy of cricket pitches has evolved from the 
TalPF methodology used in the 2009 assessment, which considered purely peak time 
demand and measured the number of pitches available. 

6.166 Cricket provision is now measured by comparing the amount of strips / wickets available 
against the level of use of these wickets. Unlike other pitch sports, the capacity of cricket 
pitches is measured on a seasonal rather than weekly basis. Play is rotated throughout the 
season across the number of wickets on a pitch to reduce wear and allow for repair and 
each wicket is assumed to be able to accommodate a certain amount of play per season. 
As a guide, the ECB suggests that a good quality wicket should be able to take:  

 5 matches per season per grass wicket (adults); 

 7 matches per season per grass wicket (juniors); 

 60 matches per season per non turf wicket (adults); and 



 80 matches per season per non turf wicket (juniors).  

6.167 Demand is therefore measured in terms of the number of home games that each team will 
play per season. As the only cricket pitch sustaining competitive cricket, Table 6.21 
illustrates the situation at Wilnecote Sport and Recreation Association. It clearly indicates 
that there is capacity for additional use at this site. This accords with the situation 
outlined in 2009 (although this was calculated using different methodology). 

Table 6.21 – Site Specific Overview for Cricket 

Wilnecote 
Cricket 

Club 
League 

Home 
Matches 

Per 
Season 

Total 
Matches 

Capacity of 
Ground Position 

1st 
Warwickshire 
Cricket 
League 

9 

2nd 
Warwickshire 
Cricket 
League 

9 

Sunday 

Lichfield and 
District 
Sunday 
Cricket 
League 

7 

U12 
Friendlies 
only 2 

U13 
Friendlies 
only 2 

Adult 25 
and Junior 

4 

55 adult 
matches or 
77 junior 
matches 

Provision sufficient 
to meet current 

demand. Potential to 
accommodate an 

additional 30 match 
equivalents (estimate 

3 adult teams over 
the course of a 

season) 

 

6.168 There is no formal use (outside of curricular use) of the pitch at Landau Forte Academy or 
Dosthill Boys Club and therefore some scope to increase community use. The pitch at the 
academy has capacity for circa 30 matches (more for juniors) but must also accommodate 
school play, meaning that limited community use will be possible. As a more informal 
pitch, the facility at Dosthill Boys Club would be unsuitable for club cricket. It is also 
unlikely that the school pitch at Landau Forte Academy would be suitable for high level 
cricket. 

Displaced and Unmet Demand 

6.169 There is no evidence of any unmet demand specifically within Tamworth Borough 
boundaries.  

6.170 Tamworth CC is located just outside of the borough boundaries, within Lichfield and as 
such is included within the Lichfield DC Playing Pitch Strategy. This document indicates 
that this site is approaching capacity and the club indicate that they are now actively 
seeking a second ground in close proximity to their existing site. No suitable site has yet 
been identified but the club believe that their site is now at capacity. They are travelling 
to use a second ground and the quality of the pitch is deteriorating, which could 
potentially be attributed to overplay. 

 



Future Picture  

6.171 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 
required to generate one team. Table 6.22 calculates TGRs for cricket and uses them to 
calculate the potential impact of population growth across the borough, by applying them 
to future population figures. 

6.172 It reveals that the relatively low levels of participation mean that projected participation 
growth will have limited impact, with a slight decline in men’s cricket and a marginal 
increase in junior cricket.



Table 6.22 – Impact of Changes to the Population Profile 

Sport and Age 
Groups 

Existing 
Teams 

Current population 
in age group within 

the area 

Current 
TGR 

Future population in 
age group within the 

area (2031) 

Current 
TGR 

Potential Change in 
Number of People 

(2011 – 2031) 

Potential Change in 
Team Numbers in 

Age Group 

Cricket Open Age 
Mens (18-55yrs) 

3 19101 6367 17841 765 -1261 -0.2 

Cricket Open Age 
Womens (18-
55yrs) 

0 19825 0 18517 37474 -1309 N/A 

Cricket Junior 
Boys (7-18yrs) 

2 5514 2757 5653 517 139 0.1 

Cricket Junior 
Girls (7-18yrs) 

0 5723 0 5868 0 145 N/A 



6.173 In terms of pitch requirements, Table 6.22 indicates that an additional team is unlikely to 
be created through population growth and there will therefore remain sufficient capacity 
at Wilnecote CC (potential for growth of 3 teams). Facilities at Dosthill Boys Club and 
Landau Forte Academy Amington would also remain unused for community cricket.  This 
therefore represents a similar conclusion to the 2009 strategy, which did not identify the 
demand for an additional cricket pitch. 

6.174 Population growth is however likely to take place on the edge of the boundaries of 
Tamworth as well as within it, which is not taken into account within the above 
projections. The impact of this growth should be evaluated in more detail once the scale 
and location of housing growth is known. 

Growth Aspirations  

6.175 Wilnecote CC indicate that they do not have any current aspirations to increase the 
number of teams that they run, suggesting that demand will remain relatively static unless 
influenced by other factors such as participation growth. Provision will therefore remain 
sufficient.  

Summary and Key Issues 

6.176 The issues for cricket are summarised in section 6 of the report. The key priorities are set 
out in Section 10. 

Rugby 

6.177 There are five full sized grass rugby pitches and 1 midi pitch at three sites in Tamworth 
Borough. This represents a slight increase on the 2009 strategy, where 4 pitches were 
identified. There is a further rugby union pitch at The Rawlett School, which is located in 
Tamworth but just outside the borough boundaries and additional provision to be provided 
at this site this year. 

6.178 More than half of the pitches in Tamworth are located at Tamworth RUFC. Landau Forte 
Academy QEMS and Landau Forte Academy Amington are the only schools in the borough to 
have rugby pitches. 

6.179 As with football, detailed site assessments have not been possible due to the timing of this 
assessment, however an indicative site visit has been carried out to the rugby club and 
consultation was also undertaken with schools. Table 6.23 overleaf therefore summarises 
the facilities provided in the borough and the key issues identified in relation to pitch 
supply.



Table 6.23 – Rugby Pitches across Tamworth Borough 

Site Name Total Rugby 
Pitches 

Number of 
Floodlit 
Pitches 

Ancillary Facilities Security of 
Access 

Feedback and Site Visit Findings 

Tamworth RUFC 
3 full size and 

1 midi 

0 although 
there is a 
floodlit 

training area 
adjacent to 

the main pitch 

Clubhouse including 
6 changing rooms, 
kitchen and bar 

area. Meeting room 
and gym 

Secured For 
Community 

Use 

Site located in large area of parkland. Three 
pitches are dispersed across the site and 
some distance from the main clubhouse. 
Main pitch surrounded by railings but easily 
accessible to general public. All other 
pitches equally accessible. Some rust on 
posts. Pitches generally flat although some 
undulations in part. Area surrounding pitches 
heavily undulated. Clubhouse is a large 
former house which includes kitchen / bar 
etc. Club indicate that pitches are 
deteriorating. Pitches become badly 
waterlogged due to their location on a 
floodplain and are suffering from a lack of 
maintenance. Drainage is ineffective two of 
the three pitches, however pitch 2 is 
unusable for 90% of the season. All pitches 
suffer from dog fouling and litter due to the 
location of the pitches in a public park. The 
clubhouse and pavilion are poor, with no 
heating and a flat roof requires immediate 
replacement. 

Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs / 
Sixth Form College  

1full size pitch 0 

Changing 
accommodation 

available. Site also 
includes licensed bar 

Secured For 
Community 

Use 

School indicate that pitch quality is good. 
Pitches not marked at time of site visit, but 
land is relatively flat. Average drainage 

Landau Forte 
Academy Amington 

1 full size 
pitch 

0 
Changing 

accommodation 
available, coffee bar 

Secured For 
Community 

Use 

School indicate that pitch quality is good. 
Pitches not marked at time of site visit, but 
land is relatively flat. Average drainage 



Demand 

6.180 Tamworth Rugby Club runs 16 rugby teams broken down as follows: 

 3 adult teams and 1 vets team 

 1 colts team 

 5 junior teams  

 6 mini / midi teams. 

6.181 This represents a slight decline from 2009, when there were a total of 17 teams. The 
decline experienced is in adult rugby. 

Training Needs 

6.182 Training takes place on the club pitches as well as on a training grid located to the 
immediate east of the main pitch. Planning permission has also been granted for a training 
grid with floodlights nearer to the clubhouse. This has recently been established but 
floodlights have not yet been erected.  

6.183 The club also travel to use pitches at both Landau Forte sites, Rawlett School and 
Polesworth Sports Centre. It is estimated that approximately 80 sessions take place off site 
per annum. Even with the new training area (and once floodlights have been erected) it is 
anticipated that access to offsite training facilities will be required and that the onsite 
facility will be overused. The rugby club ethos means that on site activity is preferred and 
that is preferable to focus all activity at the club base from a club development 
perspective. Travel to offsite venues is usually seen as a last resort. 

6.184 Senior squads train twice per week and training is equivalent to an additional 4 match 
equivalents. Much of this will take place on the training grid this season, as well as offsite 
due to the challenges with the existing pitch stock. If juniors also train, this could equate 
to an additional 3 match equivalents per week. 

Educational Demand 

6.185 Reflecting the location of rugby pitches at school sites, the majority of rugby within 
Tamworth Borough Schools is played at the Landau Forte Academy sites (QEMS / Amington 
and the South Staffordshire Sixth Form College). Several primary schools indicate that they 
also play Tag Rugby.  The Rawlett School, located just outside of the Tamworth Borough 
Boundaries, also runs rugby teams. There is therefore a sound foundation for the growth of 
rugby in the area. 

6.186 The use of the pitches at the school sites by the club increases the use of these facilities 
and places greater wear and tear on the facilities. It does however also serve to increase 
the partnership between the club and the school. 

Casual Demand 

6.187 As the rugby pitches are located within an area of accessible parkland, there is an element 
of recreational use of the site when pitches are not in use for rugby. Recreational use of 
the posts was also evident at the time of the site visits. 



6.188 While this is likely to be restricted during the rugby season due to a lack of floodlighting, 
the site also functions as a dog walking area, meaning that it is vulnerable to unofficial 
use, litter, dog fouling and damage to the surface. The area is however large, with 
extensive parkland surrounding the pitches, meaning that activity will not just be focused 
upon the playing areas. There is however some degree of use on the pitches and the club 
however highlight significant concerns with informal recreation and the impact that this 
has on pitch usage and player experience (glass etc.). 

6.189 The level of use during the winter season is perhaps therefore insufficient to warrant an 
adjustment to the site capacity, however the impact of this should be taken into account 
when evaluating views. 

Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views  

6.190 The 2009 sports strategy indicated that there were sufficient adult pitches but an 
undersupply of facilities to accommodate junior rugby. As with other sports, TalPF 
measured the adequacy of rugby pitches on a peak day. The new methodology uses a 
combination of match equivalents for both training and matches, as well as an evaluation 
of the quality of pitches (including maintenance procedures) to determine the adequacy of 
provision. For rugby, in a similar approach to football, to fully understand activity on a 
site, consideration is given to both; 

 the adequacy of pitch provision over the course of a week; and  

 capacity of a site to meet additional demand at peak time. 

6.191 This analysis is based upon the following principles: 

Capacity over the course of a week 

 The RFU sets a standard number of match equivalent sessions that natural grass 
pitches should be able to sustain without adversely affecting their current quality 
(pitch carrying capacity).  This is based upon the drainage system installed at the site 
and the maintenance programme used to prepare the pitches.  The guideline 
theoretical capacity for rugby pitches is summarised in Table 6.24. 

 Table 6.24 – Theoretical Pitch Capacity Ratings (RFU) 

Maintenance  

 Poor (M0) Standard 
(M1) 

Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate 
(D0) 

0.5 1.5 2 

Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 D
ra

in
ag

e 

Pipe and Slit Drained 
(D3) 

2 3 3.5 



6.192 The maintenance regime at Tamworth RUFC is very limited and pitches are never aerated, 
sand dressed, fertilised or chain harrowed. The club do distribute weed killer once per 
year. Coupled with the poor drainage of the pitches, this means that the ratings for 
pitches have been deemed to be as follows; 

 Pitches 1 and 2 – Natural Inadequate drainage – D0 / M0 – 0.5 

 Pitch 3 – Natural adequate drainage – D1 / M0 – 1.5 

Maintenance 

Peak Time Demand 

6.193 To identify spare capacity at peak time, the number of match equivalent sessions at peak 
time is measured against the number of match equivalent sessions available. In Tamworth 
all activity except senior participation is focused on Sundays as follows: 

 Senior mens rugby union - Saturday PM 

 Youth rugby union - Sunday AM 

 Mini/midi rugby union - Sunday AM 

 U18-U19 years ‘Colts’ rugby union –Sunday PM. 

6.194 Table 6.25 therefore provides a summary of activity at the Tamworth RUFC site. It also 
includes details of the capacity of the pitches at the two Landau Forte sites. These pitches 
are used by the club for training during the winter months approximately twice per week 
(40 match equivalent sessions per season on each site). 

6.195 It should be noted that figures attributed to training are approximate as the club 
preference is for all training activity to take place at the site, but this is dictated by pitch 
condition.
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Tamworth 
RUFC 

3 full size 
and 

1midi 

2.5 + midi 
pitch. Pitch 

capacity 
influenced 

by poor 
maintenance 
and drainage 

2 adult 
matches per 
week. Mini 

usage 
equivalent 

to 1.5 
match 

equivalents 
per week 
and junior 
teams 3 
match 

equivalents 
per week. 

Total 
competitive 
activity 6.5 

3.5 
Site is 

overplay-
ed 

0 Sun AM 0 

Peak period for the rugby club in 
terms of number of matches is 
Sun AM, when junior teams and 
midi teams play. These figures 
take into account the match play 
only as there is only limited use 
of the match pitches as none are 
floodlit.  The quality of pitches is 
the most overriding factor as this 
significantly reduces the capacity 
of the facility. If all pitches were 
well drained and maintained, 
capacity would be sufficient to 
sustain competitive activity 
without further deterioration of 
pitch quality. The site is also 
used for circa 10 sessions across 
the season for school use etc. 
This will add further wear and 
tear to the facility, which is 
already constrained.  

Landau 
Forte 
Amington 

1 2 

Community 
use 

equivalent 
to 1 match 
equivalent 
per week. 
School use  
1 match 

1 

Played to 
the level 
the site 

can 
sustain 

1 Sat PM 0 

Pitch used for school rugby as 
well as training sessions for club. 
Match equivalent training 
sessions is approximate due to 
use of facility when other pitches 
are waterlogged. 



equivalent 
per week 

Landau 
Forte QEMS 

1 2 

Community 
use 

equivalent 
to 1 match 
equivalent 
per week. 
School use  
1 match 

equivalent 
per week 

1 

Played to 
the level 
the site 

can 
sustain 

1 Sat PM 0 

Pitch used for school rugby as 
well as training sessions for club. 
Match equivalent training 
sessions is approximate due to 
use of facility when other pitches 
are waterlogged. 



Current Picture of Provision 

6.196 Overall, therefore, the poor quality of existing pitches and the high demand for 
competitive activity means that the pitches are overused. This assumes that all training 
takes place off the main pitches although it is known that a small amount does 
occasionally happen on these pitches. Pitch capacity is significantly influenced by the 
limited maintenance programme and the poor drainage. 

6.197 The issues experienced with the quality of the club pitches mean that the pitches at the 
two Landau Forte Academy sites are a vital component of the rugby infrastructure. 

Displaced and Latent Demand 

6.198 There is no evidence of displaced demand for rugby. Tamworth RUFC is the only club in 
the area and is therefore particularly important in providing local residents with an 
opportunity to play rugby. The club do however indicate that they would have a ladies 
team if facilities were better (ancillary and pitch). This suggests that there is a degree of 
latent demand. 

Future Picture  

6.199  The future requirement for rugby pitches will be impacted upon by changes to the 
population profile, as well as club specific aspirations and changing participation trends.  

6.200 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are 
required to generate one team. The application of TGRs to population projections can 
then be used to project the theoretical number of teams that would be generated from 
population growth.  Table 6.26 summarises the current TGRs for rugby and projects the 
impact of population growth. 



Table 6.26 – Impact of Changes to the Population Profile 

Sport and Age Groups 

Current 
population in 

age group 
within the 

area 

 
 

Number of 
teams in age 
group within 

the area 

Current TGR 

Future 
population in 

age group 
within the 

area (2021) 

Potential 
Change in 

Team 
Numbers in 
Age Group 

(Population) 

Potential 
Change in 

Team 
Numbers in 
Age Group 
(Number of 

Teams) 
Current - 

2026 

Rugby Union Senior Men 
(19-45yrs) 

13377 4 3344 12772 -605 -0.2 

Rugby Union Senior 
Women (19-45yrs) 

13884 0 0 13256 -628 0 

Rugby Union Youth Boys 
(13-18yrs) 

2822 6 470 2854 32 0.1 

Rugby Union Youth Girls 
(13-18yrs) 

2929 0 0 2962 33 0 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi 
Mixed (7-12yrs) 

5485 6 914 5705 220 0.2 



6.201 Table 6.26 therefore indicates that the impact of population growth within Tamworth 
Borough on rugby is less than 0.5 teams increase. Without action however, the pitch 
provision at the site will therefore remain insufficient to meet demand. 

6.202 Population growth that is to be located close to the boundaries of Tamworth Borough will 
however also impact upon demand for rugby at Tamworth RUFC, particularly as it is one of 
few clubs in the area. This will need to be returned to once the scale and location of 
growth is known. 

6.203 While population growth will have little impact, the club are seeking to run a ladies team 
(currently felt to be inhibited by the facilities that are provided). The creation of this 
additional team would place further pressures on the existing infrastructure. 

Summary and Key Issues  

6.204 The key issues arising from the assessment of facility requirements for pitch sports are 
summarised in section 6 of the report. The recommendations to address these issues are 
set out in Section 10. 

 



Community Use Site Name AF Youth 9v9 Mini 5v5 Cricket Rugby AGP
Secured Anker Valley 10 3 2 1
Secured Tamworth Enterprise College 1 3 2 1 Small
Secured Bolehall Swifts FC 1 1
Secured Buckingham Road 2
Secured Callis Cottage 2
Secured Deltic Football Pitches 2
Secured Dosthill Boys Club 1 1
Secured Glascote Recreational Ground 1
Secured Landau Forte Academy Amington 1 3 1 1 1
Secured Landau Forte Academy QEMs / Sixth Form 1 1 1 1 1 1
Secured Lintly 2
Secured Moor Street Football Pitch 1
Secured Ninefoot Playing Fields 2
Secured Rene Road Rec 2
Secured Tamworth Football Club 1
Secured Tamworth RUFC 3 full size and 1 midi
Secured Wilnecote Community Leisure Centre 2 1 2 2
Secured Wilnecote Sport and Recreation Association 1 1
Secured William Macgregor Primary School 1
Secured Flax Hill Junior School 2
Secured Ankermoor Primary School 1
Unsecured Woodlands Primary School 1
Unsecured Torc Campus 1
Unsecured Moorgate Community Primary School 3
No community use Birds Bush Community Primary School 2
No community use Coton Green Primary School 1
No community use Dosthill Primary School 2

No community use Florendine Primary School 1
No community use Glascote Heath Primary School 1
No community use Greenacres Primary School 1
No community use Hanbury's Farm Primary School 1
No community use Lakeside Community Primary School 1
No community use Manor Primary School 1
Unsecured Mary Howard CE(VC) Primary School 1
No community use St Elizabeth'S Catholic Primary School 1
No community use St Leonard's Cofe (A) Primary School  1
no community use Stonydelph Primary School 1
No community use Three Peaks Primary School 1
No community use Two Rivers / Amington Heath Primary Schoo 1



Appendix D – Site Quality Information 
 

Site Name 
Quality Score 

2009 

Pitch 
Quality 

Score (%) 

Ancillary 
Facilities 

Score 

Quality 
Rating 

(Based on 
Site Visits) 

Site Quality Comments Provider / User Consultation 
Overall 
Quality 
Rating 

Anker 
Valley 

63% - 68%. 90% 
ancillary 

facilities. 2009 
Classification - 

Good 

88.6% 76.9 Good 

Large strategic site 
accessed down narrow 
lane. Limited car parking 
for the size of site. All 
pitches in good condition 
and accompanied by 20 
changing rooms, again in 
good condition.  Pitches 
locked when out of use so 
no unofficial access. Grass 
cover adequate although 
some evidence of wear and 
tear despite being out of 
season. Pitches well 
maintained overall, flat 
and surface of adequate 
evenness. 

Provider believes site to be highest 
quality. Pitches receive relatively 
dedicated maintenance and benefits 
from locked gates eliminating 
unofficial use. Pitches in general to 
be considered amongst the best (if 
not the best) quality in Tamworth. 
Clubs and league indicate that grass 
is regularly too long and that site 
suffers as grass is not collected. 
Pitches can also be poorly drained 
following heavy rain and several 
cancellations were experienced 
towards the end of last season due 
to waterlogging, particularly by the 
brook. Poor access road and 
parking. Junior teams struggle with 
lack of storage on site. 

Standard 

Belgrave 
Sports 
Centre 
(Now 
Tamworth 
Enterprise 
College) 

71% - 
Classification 

Good. Ancillary 
facilities 65% 

65.7% 46.2 Standard 

Good grass cover and 
pitches relatively flat and 
even.  PE building adjacent 
to AGP and grass pitches 
contains changing 
accommodation.  

Pitches are of good quality and the 
club have a strong relationship with 
the school. The club support the 
school in some of the maintenance 
and are happy with the overall 
quality of the pitches. The amount 
of pitches offers them some scope 
for continued growth. Access to 
changing rooms however is more 

Standard 



Site Name 
Quality Score 

2009 

Pitch 
Quality 

Score (%) 

Ancillary 
Facilities 

Score 

Quality 
Rating 

(Based on 
Site Visits) 

Site Quality Comments Provider / User Consultation 
Overall 
Quality 
Rating 

limited however, with the club only 
currently able to access two 
changing rooms as facilities in the 
other building are locked. Increased 
access to these sites would be of 
overall benefit to the club. 
 

Bolehall 
Swifts FC 

75% - Pitch 
quality good 

90.0% 100% Good 

Pitch with excellent 
infrastructure including 
floodlights and fencing. 
Well maintained and full 
grass cover. Flat. Also 
contains mini and junior 
pitch. Adjacent to primary 
school, which has a further 
playing field attached. 
Limited parking available 
for the site. 

Pitch has deteriorated in quality in 
recent years and suffers from 
significant drainage problems. The 
pitch surface is also becoming 
uneven 

Standard 

Buckingha
m Road 

57% - average. 
Ancillary 

accommodatio
n poor 

60.0% n/a Standard 

Pitch relatively flat but 
grass cover only adequate 
and some evidence of dog 
fouling due to dual 
function as public open 
space.  No changing 
accommodation available 

Goal posts taken away during out of 
season. League indicates that these 
pitches are one of the better single 
pitch sites.  

Standard 

Callis 
Cottage 

64% - good 
pitch, poor 

changing score 
58.6% n/a Standard 

No parking or changing 
accommodation and site 
located at end of cul de 
sac which limits access. 

Average quality outlying pitch with 
no changing. League indicate that 
pitches are of average to poor 
quality 

Poor 



Site Name 
Quality Score 

2009 

Pitch 
Quality 

Score (%) 

Ancillary 
Facilities 

Score 

Quality 
Rating 

(Based on 
Site Visits) 

Site Quality Comments Provider / User Consultation 
Overall 
Quality 
Rating 

Site doubles up as public 
open space and is quite 
uneven. Requires levelling 
to become high quality 
site, but offers limited 
potential as a good quality 
pitch 

Deltic 
Football 
Pitches 

66% - Good 
Pitch 

55.7%  Standard 

Pitches accessible off side 
of road but on a significant 
slope and have no changing 
accommodation. Dual role 
as public open space and 
perhaps more suited to this 
purpose. No evidence of 
dog fouling or misuse but 
site clearly used for 
recreational purposes. 
Pitch also uneven. 

Parking issues experienced. As a 
result, Council try to ensure that 
only pitch at this site is booked at 
any one time to reduce the amount 
of complaints. League also 
highlights an array of other issues, 
including cars on the pitch and 
unofficial use. Lack of changing 
accommodation 

 

Dosthill 
Boys Club 

No previous 
site visit 

57.1% 46.2 Standard 

Site located at youth club. 
Small parking area 
adjacent to youth club. 
Pitch appears to be 
recreational pitch rather 
than formal playing field. 
The pitch is flat but there 
is some evidence of 
damage to the surface. 
Land fairly even and site 
perhaps offers more 

  
Site has previously been used for a 
formal pitch but team folded earlier 
in the year. There are intentions to 
reinvigorate the team and to 
improve the overall space, marking 
out another pitch and enhancing the 
pitch quality. The site is currently 
used during the winter by Cottage 
Farm Rangers, who benefit from the 
use of the indoor hall as well as the 

 



Site Name 
Quality Score 

2009 

Pitch 
Quality 

Score (%) 

Ancillary 
Facilities 

Score 

Quality 
Rating 

(Based on 
Site Visits) 

Site Quality Comments Provider / User Consultation 
Overall 
Quality 
Rating 

potential than many other 
facilities. No separate 
changing accommodation 
but toilet provision likely 
within associated youth 
club. 

outdoor playing field area. 

Glascote 
Recreation
al Ground 

66% - good 
pitch 

  Standard 
No dedicated parking or 
changing accommodation. 
Site average 

Average quality outlying pitch with 
no changing 

 

Landau 
Forte 
Academy 
Amington 

No assessment 
undertaken 58.6% 84.6 Standard 

Newly built school site with 
high quality changing 
accommodation. Pitches 
relatively flat and grass 
cover appears good. No 
evidence of damage to 
surface or unofficial use 
and site includes extensive 
parking. Uneven in parts 

School believe all facilities to be of 
good quality.  
Club indicate that Pitch quality good 
overall. The only issue is drainage in 
one goalmouth. Maintenance 
acceptable 
 

 

Landau 
Forte 
Academy 
QEMs / 
Sixth Form 

53% - pitches of 
average 
quality. 
Ancillary 

provision also 
average 

61.4% 81.5 Standard 

Large area of pitches to 
rear of school and linked to 
Staffordshire College. 
Changing accommodation 
in school. Pitches uneven 
in parts but on the whole 
have good grass cover and 
offer significant potential. 
No access to pitches except 
through school and 
therefore no unofficial use 

School indicate that all facilities are 
of high standard and there are no 
problems identified. All aspects of 
pitch rated as good, except 
drainage (average) 

Standard 



Site Name 
Quality Score 

2009 

Pitch 
Quality 

Score (%) 

Ancillary 
Facilities 

Score 

Quality 
Rating 

(Based on 
Site Visits) 

Site Quality Comments Provider / User Consultation 
Overall 
Quality 
Rating 

or damage to the surface 

Lintly 

61% - pitch of 
average 

quality. No 
ancillary 
provision 

42.9%  Poor 

Uneven pitch on a 
moderate slope. Site 
doubles as recreation area 
and there is evidence of 
dog fouling and damage to 
the surface. Poor quality 
pitch with no parking. 

No comments received on pitch 
quality from users. Poor 

Moor 
Street 
Football 
Pitch 

55% - average 
quality pitch 60.0%  Standard 

Pitch relatively flat with 
adequate grass cover. No 
changing rooms although 
adjacent St Johns 
Ambulance Buildings so 
potential link. No clear 
parking area. Evidence of 
unofficial use due to dual 
role as public open space 

Average quality outlying pitch with 
no changing. League indicate that 
site suffers from poor maintenance 

Standard 

Ninefoot 
Playing 
Fields 

Pitches 68% 
and 59%. 

Pitches good 
and average 

55.7% and 
one pitch 

42% 
15.4 Standard 

Small parking area with 
adjacent changing rooms 
which are covered in 
graffiti, but functional.  
Pitches relatively flat but 
uneven and one known to 
suffer from drainage issues 
due to location of pond.  

Poor condition of second pitch 
(drainage) reduces usage and 
capacity of pitch. League indicate 
that waterlogging of this pitch 
frequently means it is unusable 

One pitch 
standard, one 

pitch poor 

Rene Road 
Rec  

No assessment 
undertaken 

54.3%  Standard 
Grass good length and 
reasonable coverage but 
site on a moderate slope 

No comments received  Poor 



Site Name 
Quality Score 

2009 

Pitch 
Quality 

Score (%) 

Ancillary 
Facilities 

Score 

Quality 
Rating 

(Based on 
Site Visits) 

Site Quality Comments Provider / User Consultation 
Overall 
Quality 
Rating 

and again doubles as 
recreational ground 

Wilnecote 
Community 
Leisure 
Centre 

Pitch 61% - 
standard 
quality 

60% 61.5 Standard 

Large school site with 
changing accommodation 
available. Pitches to rear 
of school, some are 
relatively flat but there is 
some undulation evident.  

There is additional space if further 
pitches are required. The pitches 
are of average quality but the 
gradient of the field however means 
that some pitches are not flat (one 
in particular) and there are issues 
with maintenance, particularly 
when wet as the contractor finds it 
difficult to mow when wet. Several 
weeks are lost to flooding each 
year.  Grass pitches also used for 
training on occasion, or space to the 
side of the pitch is used.  School 
indicate that site does not meet 
curricular requirement (lack of AGP) 
but the school have a football 
development plan in place to 
improve facilities as well as to 
develop both boys and girls football 
as well as disability football. 

Standard 

Wilnecote 
Sport and 
Recreation 
Association 

Pitch 66% - 
good quality 74.3% 96.6 Standard 

Pitch relatively flat and 
more even than some other 
sites. Linked to Sport and 
Recreation Association, 
which includes changing 
accommodation. Site 
locked so no recreational 

Pitch quality considered to be good 
and sufficient to support relatively 
high level football team.  
 

Standard 



Site Name 
Quality Score 

2009 

Pitch 
Quality 

Score (%) 

Ancillary 
Facilities 

Score 

Quality 
Rating 

(Based on 
Site Visits) 

Site Quality Comments Provider / User Consultation 
Overall 
Quality 
Rating 

usage 

William 
Macgregor 
Primary 
School 

No site 
assessment 

No site 
assessment 

No site 
assessment 

n/a n/a 

Drainage and playing surface are 
poor and site is often waterlogged. 
Site currently does not meet 
curricular need and the quality of 
the facility means that there is little 
demand for community use. 

Poor 

Flax Hill 
Junior 
School 

No site 
assessment 

No site 
assessment 

No site 
assessment 

n/a n/a 

Site is well drained with scope to 
accommodate additional pitches. 
Site parking is however poor. 
Maintenance, line markings and 
gradient of average quality 

Standard 

Ankermoor 
Primary 
School 

No site 
assessment No 
site assessment 

 No site 
assessment 

n/a n/a 
No feedback provided. Site is not 
used currently by any community 
team 

Standard 

 



Club Name Team Name Adult 
Male

Adult 
Female

Youth 
Male

Youth 
Female 9v9 Male 9v9 

Female Mini League Ground Name Day Plays On AM or PM

White Lion Link First 1 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Ankerside Rangers First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Bulls Head Two Gates F.C. First 1 Tamworth & District Sunday Lge Anker Valley Sunday AM

Fazeley Town F.C. First 1 Tamworth & District Sunday Lge Anker Valley Sunday AM

One Stop Supplements F.C. First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Tamworth Arms Galacticos First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Two Gates United F.C. First 1 Tamworth & District Sunday Lge Anker Valley Sunday AM

Vaults F.C. First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Dosthill Colts F.C. U18 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Sunday PM

St Johns Junior F.C. 18 St Johns Col 1 Tamworth Junior (Sunday) League Anker Valley Sunday PM

Swifts 2012 F.C. First 1 Tamworth Sunday Football league Anker Valley Sunday AM

St Johns FC First 1 Tamworth Sunday Football league Anker Valley Sunday AM

Amington Juniors F.C. U14 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Deer Park Saturday F.C. U13 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Anker Valley Saturday AM

Amington Juniors U12 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Anker Valley Saturday AM

Amington Juniors Oynx U11 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Saturday AM

Amington Juniors Sapphires U11 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Saturday AM

Deer Park Saturday F.C. U11 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Anker Valley Saturday AM

Dosthill Colts U12 1 Tamworth Junior Leage Anker valley Saturday am

Amington Juniors F.C. U10 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Saturday AM

Deer Park Saturday F.C. U8 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Anker Valley Saturday AM

St John's Cosmos U8 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Saturday am

St John's Galaxy U8 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Saturday am

St John's Jets U7 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Saturday am

St John's Panthers U7 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Saturday am

Dosthill Colts F.C. U15 1 Central Warwickshire Youth League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Dosthill Colts FC U13 1 Central Warwickshire Youth League Anker Valley Saturday AM

St Johns Junior F.C. U15 Warriors 1 Burton Junior League Anker Valley Sunday AM

Amington Juniors F.C. U16 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM
Bolehall Swifts Boys Sunday 
F.C. U15 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM

Deer Park F.C. U16 1 Tamworth Junior (Sunday) League Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM

Dosthill Colts F.C. U16 1 Tamworth Junior (Sunday) League Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM

Dosthill Colts F.C. U15 1 Tamworth Junior (Sunday) League Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM
Glascote Rangers Sunday 
F.C. U15 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM

St John's Junior U14 1 Tamworth Junior Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM

St Johns Junior F.C. 4 St Johns Knights 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Anker Valley Sunday AM/PM

St John's Rebels U9 1 Tamworthn Junior Football league Anker Valley Saturday AM

Bolehall Swifts F.C. First 1 Midland Football Combination Bolehall Swifts Saturday PM



Bolehall Swifts F.C. Reserves 1 Midland Football Combination Bolehall Swifts Saturday PM
Bolehall Swifts Vets Over 35s 
F.C. First 1 Central Warwickshire Over 35S League Bolehall Swifts Sunday AM

Bolehall Swifts Boys Sunday 
F.C. U/14 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Bolehall Swifts Sunday

Tamworth Castle First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Buckingham Road, Riverside Sunday AM

Tamworth Castle Reserves First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Buckingham Road, Riverside Sunday AM

Tamworth Tuns First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Buckingham Road, Riverside Sunday AM

FC Rock Bar First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Callis Cottage Sunday AM
Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. u14 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Callis Cottage, Stoneydelph Sunday AM/PM

Glascote Swifts F.C. Reserves 1 Tamworth & District Sunday Lge Deltic Football Pitches Sunday AM

Polesworth Royal Oak F.C. First 1 Tamworth Sunday Football league Glascote Recreation Ground Sunday AM

Amington Diamonds F.C. U14 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Landa Forte Academy Amington Sunday AM/PM

Amington Diamonds F.C. U15 1 Burton Junior League Landau Forte Academy Amington Sunday AM/PM

Amington Diamonds F.C. U10 Blue 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Landau Forte Academy Amington Saturday AM

Amington Diamonds F.C. U10 Yellow 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Landau Forte Academy Amington Saturday AM

Amington Diamonds F.C. U13 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Landau Forte Academy Amington Saturday AM

Amington Diamonds F.C. U12 Blue 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Landau Forte Academy Amington Saturday AM

Tamworth United F.C. First 1 Burton and District Football League Landau Forte QEMS Saturday PM

Belfry First 1 Tamworth Sunday Football league Landau Forte QEMS Sunday AM

Landau Forte Academy F.C. 2nd 1 Colleges League Landau Forte QEMS Wednesday Midweek

Landau Forte Academy F.C. First 1 Colleges League Landau Forte QEMS Wednesday Midweek

Gillway Boys Pumas U12 1 Tamworth Junior League Landau Forte QEMS Saturday am

Gilway Boys Jaguars U11 1 Tamworth Junior League Landau Forte QEMS Saturday am

Gillway Boys Jaguars U12 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Landau Forte QEMS Saturday AM

Gillway Boys lions U12 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Landau Forte QEMS Saturday AM
Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. U12 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Lintly Saturday AM

Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. U11 AK 1 Tamworth Junior Leaauge Lintly Saturday am

Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. U11 RD 1 Tamworth Junior Saturday League Lintly Saturday am

Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. u7's 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Lintly Saturday am

Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. U8 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Lintly Saturday am

Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. U9 Jaguars 1 Lintly Saturday AM

Stonydelph Boys Saturday 
F.C. 3 Stonydelph Boys 1 Tamworth Junior Lintly Saturday AM

Tamworth Legion F.C. First 1 Tamworth & District Sunday Lge Moor Street Sunday AM

Midland Unity F.C. First 1 Midland Unity Moor Street Sunday AM



Ninefoot United U18 1 Tamworth Junior (Sunday) League Ninefoot, Wilnecote Sunday PM

FC Casa Bar First 1 Tamworth Sunday Football League Ninefoot, Wilnecote Sunday AM

A F C Bolehall First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Rene Road Rec Sunday AM

FC Bonds First 1 Tamworth Sunday Football league Rene Road Rec Sunday AM

Real Belgrave First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Tamworth Enterprise College Sunday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers FC first 1 Tamworth Sunday Football League Tamworth Enterprise College Sunday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U13 Rangers 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm FC U11 1 Tamworth Junior Saturday League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday am
Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U11 Rangers 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U12 Rangers 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U12 United 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U10 Milan 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U7 Rangers 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U7 United 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U8 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U8 Rangers 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U9 Rangers 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U9 United 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers F.C. U10 United 1 Tamworth Enterprise College Saturday

Cottage Farm Rangers F.C. U14 Milan 1 Central Warwickshire Youth League Tamworth Enterprise College Sunday Am

Cottage Farm Rangers F.C. U14 Rangers 1 Central Warwickshire Youth League Tamworth Enterprise College Sunday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U10 Rangers 1 Central Warwickshire Sunday League Tamworth Enterprise College Sunday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Saturday F.C. U10 United 1 Central Warwickshire Youth League Tamworth Enterprise College Sunday AM

Cottage Farm Rangers F.C. U16 Rangers 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Tamworth Enterprise College Sunday AM/PM

Cottage Farm Rangers 
Ladies F.C. First 1 West Midlands Regional Women's Football LeagueTamworth Enterprise College Sunday PM

Tamworth FC First 1 Football Conference Tamworth Football Club Saturday PM
Wilnecote WMC First 1 Tamworth Sunday Football league Wilnecote High School
Wilnecote Wanderers U11 Milan 1 Tamworth Junior League Wilnecote High School Saturday am

Wilnecote Wanderers U12 1 Tamworth Junior Saturday League Wilnecote High School Saturday am

Wilnecote Wanderers U12 1 Tamworth Junior Saturday League Wilnecote High School Saturday am



Wilnecote Wanderers U10 1 Tamworth Junior (Saturday) League Wilnecote High School Saturday AM

Wilnecote Wanderers U8 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Wilnecote High School Saturday am

Wilnecote Wanderers u9 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Wilnecote High School Saturday am

Wilnecote Wanderers U14 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Wilnecote High School Sunday AM/PM

Wilnecote Wanderers U15 1 Tamworth Junior Football League Wilnecote High School Sunday AM/PM

Wilnecote Wanderers U16 1 Tamworth Junior Sunday League Wilnecote High School Sunday am/pm

Rossi + Rossi F.C. Reserve 1 Birmingham AFA Wilnecote Sports and Recreational Centre Saturday PM

Rossi + Rossi F.C. First 1 Birmingham AFA Wilnecote Sports and Recreational Centre Saturday PM

Wilnecote Old Boys F.C. First 1 Central Warwickshire Over 35S League Wilnecote Sports and Recreational Centre Sunday AM

Wilnecote Globe F.C. First 1 Tamworth and District Sunday League Wilnecote Sports and Recreational Centre Sunday AM



Site 
Community 

use 
category 

Pitch 
Type 

No of 
Pitches 

Quality 
Rating 

Capacity 
based 
just on 
quality 
rating 

Community 
Use 

Comparison 

Total 
Extent 

of Spare 
Capacity 

Peak 
Period 
for the 
Pitch 
Type 

Extent of 
any Spare 
Capacity 

for 
Community 
Use During 
the Peak 
Period 

Key Issues and 
Views 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 10 Standard 20 12.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

7.5 Sun AM 0 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
9v9 3 Standard 6 2.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

3.5 Sat AM 1 

Anker 
Valley 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 2 Standard 8 3.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

4.5 Sat AM 0.5 

Largest venue 
with full changing 
accommodation 
(20 rooms) and is 
therefore 
desirable to users. 
Accommodates 
both adult and 
junior teams from 
a variety of clubs. 
Pitch quality is 
higher than other 
Council sites but 
users believe that 
there remain 
issues with 
maintenance, 
waterlogging and 
grass cutting 
Reflecting the 
popularity of the 
site, there is 
limited spare 
capacity at peak 
time. Junior 



teams however 
use the full size 
pitches (5.5 of the 
match equivalents 
at peak time are 
junior teams) and 
these matches can 
be scheduled 
consecutively, 
meaning that 
there is greater 
scope at peak 
time than may be 
suggested at face 
value. 9v9 pitches 
are able to sustain 
additional use 
while 7v7 pitches 
are becoming 
constrained. 
Parking and access 
is limited for the 
number of teams. 

Bolehall 
Swifts FC 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

1 Standard 2 1.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

0.5 Sun AM 0.5 

Club owned 
ground where the 
majority of 
activity takes 
place on a 
Saturday. High 



Bolehall 
Swifts FC 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Junior 
Football 1 Standard 2 0.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

1.5 Sun AM 0.5 

quality ancillary 
facilities, stand 
and floodlights etc 
but drainage 
issues mean pitch 
surface is 
becoming 
compromised. 
Only one of the 
club teams plays 
on a Sunday 
morning, meaning 
that theoretically 
there is scope to 
accommodate 
further play at 
peak time 
(although the site 
is only used by the 
local club). The 
adjacent junior 
pitch also has 
scope for 
additional play. 



Buckingham 
Road 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

2 Standard 4 1.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2.5 Sun AM 0.5 

Only used on a 
Sunday morning- 
spare capacity 
during the week. 
No changing 
accommodation. 
Pitches are 
relatively flat but 
are subject to a 
small amount of 
informal use 
(primarily dog 
walking). 

Callis 
Cottage 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 2 Poor 2 1 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

1 Sun AM 1 

Poor pitches, 
surface would 
benefit from 
levelling. Parking 
limited and no 
changing 
accommodation. 
The only use of 
the pitches is 
Sunday morning, 
meaning that 
there is capacity 
for additional play 
at peak time. 



Deltic 
Football 
Pitches 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

2 Standard 4 0.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

3.5 Sun AM 0.5 

Capacity for just 
0.5 additional 
matches at peak 
time, as due to 
the limitations of 
the site, only one 
pitch is booked at 
any time. There 
are no changing 
facilities and the 
league also 
highlight an array 
of other issues, 
including cars on 
the pitch. 

Dosthill 
Boys Club 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

1 Poor 1 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

1 Sun AM 1 

Site currently not 
used and 
therefore 
available for use. 
Site has potential 
to be of good 
quality if damage 
to surface was 
addressed. Toilets 
provided within 
adjacent youth 
club 



Glascote 
Recreational 
Ground 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

1 Standard 2 0.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

1.5 Sun AM 0.5 

Capacity for one 
further match 
equivalent at peak 
time. Site is not 
used outside of 
peak time. No 
changing 
accommodation 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Junior 
Football 

1 Good - 
Standard 

2 1.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

0.5 Sun AM 0 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
9v9 3 

Good - 
Standard 6 0.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

5.5 Sat AM 2.5 

Landau 
Forte 
Academy 
Amington 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 1 

Good - 
Standard 

4 1 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

3 Sat AM 1 

Important club 
base for Amington 
Diamonds. Pitch 
quality is 
perceived to be 
good overall with 
the only issue 
being drainage 
problems on 
occasion in one 
goalmouth. The 
site also includes 
changing 
accommodation. 
Some capacity on 
9v9 and 7v7 
pitches.  

Landau 
Forte 
Academy 
QEMs / Sixth 
Form 
 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 1 

Good - 
Standard 2 2 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

0 Sun AM 0 

Club base for 
Gilway Boys. Pitch 
quality good but 
evidence of some 
overplay and some 
scope to increase 
it h   



Secured 
Community 

Use 

Junior 
Football 1 

Good - 
Standard 2 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2 Sun AM 1 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
9v9 1 

Good - 
Standard 

2 2 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

0 Sat AM 0 

Landau 
Forte 
Academy 
QEMs / Sixth 
Form 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 1 

Good - 
Standard 4 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

4 Sat AM 2 

pitch usage.  



Lintly 
Secured 

Community 
Use 

Junior 
Football 2 Poor 2 3.5 

Being 
overplayed 0 Sun AM 0 

All existing play of 
pitches at this site 
takes place on a 
Saturday morning, 
and junior pitches 
are used by small 
sided teams 
(overmarked). Site 
accommodates 
Stoneydelph Boys. 
There is therefore 
scope to increase 
play at this site, 
in conflict with 
figures, as it is 
7v7 teams that 
are using the 
facility. The 
quality of the site 
is poor and there 
are no toilets or 
changing  



Moor Street 
Football 
Pitch 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 1 Standard 2 1 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

1 Sun AM 0 

All existing play 
on the pitch takes 
place on a Sunday 
morning meaning 
that there is no 
scope for further 
use at peak time 
but additional 
capacity across 
the week. The site 
is of relatively 
limited quality. 

Ninefoot 
Playing 
Fields 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

2 

One 
pitch 

standard, 
one pitch 

poor 

3 1 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2 Sun AM 1.5 

Just one match at 
peak time. Sit 
quality is 
compromised by 
pitch 2, which 
suffers from 
waterlogging and 
is frequently 
unplayable. 
Outside Anker 
Valley, this is the 
only public site 
with changing 
accommodation 
and the site also 
contains car 
parking. 



Rene Road 
Rec  

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

2 Standard 4 1 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

3 Sun AM 1 

There is capacity 
for two match 
equivalents at 
peak time and the 
pitch is not used 
outside of this. 
The quality is 
relatively limited 
and there are no 
changing rooms on 
site 

Tamworth 
Enterprise 
College 
 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 

1 Standard 2 1.5 Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

0.5 Sun AM 0 Pitches are 
considered to be 
of good quality 
although there are 
currently concerns 
with accessing 
changing 
accommodation. 
Important site for 
community club – 
Cottage Farm 



9v9 pitches 
demonstrating 
limited 
opportunities for 
expansion 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Junior 
Football 

3 Standard 6 4 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2 Sun AM 1.5 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 2 Standard 8 3 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

5 Sat AM 1 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
5v5 1 Standard 4 2 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2 Sat AM 0 

 



Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 2 Standard 4 2 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2 Sun AM 0 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
9v9 1 Standard 2 1.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

0.5 Sat AM 0 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 2 Standard 8 1.5 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

6.5 Sat AM 0.5 

Wilnecote 
Community 
Leisure  
 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
5v5 2 Standard 8 1 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

7 Sat AM 0 

Important site for 
Wilnecote 
Wanderers FC. 
Pitches at 
capacity on a 
Sunday morning, 
used by adult and 
junior teams. 
Some quality 
issues to be 
addressed 
(flooding / pitch 
gradient). There is 
space to mark out 
additional pitches 
where required 



Wilnecote 
Sport and 
Recreation 
Association 

Secured 
Community 

Use 

Adult 
Football 1 Standard 2 2 

Played to the 
level the site 
can sustain 

0 Sun AM 0 

Pitch at capacity 
on both Saturday 
and Sunday 
morning. Site is 
one of the few 
adult pitches to 
include changing 
accommodation 
and is one of the 
higher quality 
pitches in the 
borough.  

William 
Macgregor 
Primary 
School 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 1 Poor 2 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2 Sat AM 1 

Pitch not 
currently used. 
There is a lack of 
access to toilets 
and the facility is 
of limited quality. 
Usage currently 
inhibited by poor 
drainage 

Flax Hill 
Junior 
School 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 2 Standard 8 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

8 Sat AM 1 

Pitch not 
currently used. 
There is a lack of 
access to toilets 
and the facility is 
of limited quality 



Ankermoor 
Primary 
School 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
7v7 1 Standard 4 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

4 Sat AM 1 

Pitch not 
currently used. 
There is a lack of 
access to toilets 
and the facility is 
of limited quality 

Woodlands 
Primary 
School 

Unsecured 
community 

use 
7v7 1 Standard 4 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

4 Sat AM 1 

Pitch of 
reasonable quality 
but community 
access is 
unsecured 

Torc 
Campus 

Unsecured 
community 

use 

Adult 
Football 

1 Standard 2 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

2 Sat AM 1 

Pitch may no 
longer be 
accessible 
following building 
work and new 
skills centre. Site 
however offers 
potential for high 
quality one off 
single pitch site 

Moorgate 
Community 
Primary 
School 

Unsecured 
community 

use 
7v7 3 Standard 12 0 

Potentially 
able to 

accommodate 
some 

additional 
play 

12 Sat AM 1 

Scope to increase 
use of this pitch 
site, not currently 
used by the 
community at all. 
Lack of ancillary 
facilities however 
reduces the 
desirability of the 
site. 



 



Appendix G - Site Specific Action Plan  

Site Name 
Site 

Description Action Strategic Priority Local Priority Responsibility 

Anker Valley Football Protect, Enhance, 
Provide new 

 Quality assessment of site during playing 
season and prioritisation of any issues 
identified (Short Term) 

 Options appraisal measuring potential for AGP 
on this site against other options.  (Short – 
Medium term). Benefits of provision at this 
site would include improved financial 
sustainability of Anker Valley (this may be the 
overriding factor) and additional capacity that 
could be used at peak time. Changing 
infrastructure already exists but site is not 
managed outside hours at current time. Site is 
however located to north of the town, in close 
proximity to other existing AGPs. 

N/A 
Tamworth BC 
supported by 

FA 

Belgrave 
Sports Centre 
(Now 
Tamworth 
Enterprise 
College) 

Football Protect, Enhance, 
Provide new 

 Increase size of AGP and convert to 3g pitch 
(Short term).  

Improved access to 
changing facilities 

Tamworth 
Enterprise 
College / 

Cottage Farm 
FC / FA 

Bolehall Swifts 
FC 

Football Protect, enhance 

 Evaluate potential for AGP to replace existing 
grass pitch (stadium AGP) as part of options 
appraisal for new AGP (short term). Site is 
currently suffering from poor surface and new 
AGP would address this as well as provide 
additional facility for club. Site already 
includes infrastructure – changing and bar. 

If new AGP is not 
preferred option, 
invest in improved 

quality of grass pitch 
(drainage and playing 
surface) Short Term 

Bolehill Swifts 
FC, FA 

Buckingham 
Road 

Football Protect  As a small site, action is not a strategic 
priority 

Changing 
accommodation, 

parking, pitch surface 
Tamworth BC 



Site Name 
Site 

Description Action Strategic Priority Local Priority Responsibility 

Callis Cottage Football Protect  As a small site, action is not a strategic 
priority 

Changing 
accommodation, 

parking, pitch surface 
- levelling 

Tamworth BC 

Deltic Football 
Pitches 

Football Protect  As a small site, action is not a strategic 
priority 

Changing 
accommodation, 

parking 
Tamworth BC 

Dosthill Boys 
Club 

Football 
/Cricket Protect  As a small site, action is not a strategic 

priority currently. 

Pitch quality 
improvements – 
improvement to 

surface. 
Improvement to 

condition of cricket 
facility 

Tamworth BC 

Glascote 
Recreational 
Ground 

Football Protect  As a small site, action is not a strategic 
priority 

Changing 
accommodation, 

parking 
Tamworth BC 

Landau Forte 
Academy 
Amington 

Football / 
Cricket / 

Rugby 
Protect / Enhance  Resurface of AGP pitch when required 

Drainage in 
goalmouth, ongoing 

maintenance of 
pitches 

Landau Forte 
Academy 

Landau Forte 
Academy QEMs 
/ Sixth Form 

Football / 
Cricket / 

Rugby 
Protect / Enhance  Retain as sand based AGP for hockey. 

Resurface of pitch when required 
Ongoing maintenance 

of pitches 
Landau Forte 

Academy 

Lintly Football Protect / Enhance  Better adapt pitch layout to ensure it is 
configured for key users (Short Term) 

Improve pitch surface 
and provide toilets. 

Tamworth BC 

Moor Street 
Football Pitch Football Protect  As a small site, action is not a strategic 

priority 

Changing 
accommodation, 

parking, pitch quality 
improvements 

Tamworth BC 



Site Name 
Site 

Description Action Strategic Priority Local Priority Responsibility 

Ninefoot 
Playing Fields 

Football Protect 
 Improved drainage to pitch 2. Included as 

strategic priority due to presence of changing 
accommodation (Medium Term) 

 Tamworth BC 

Rene Road Rec Football Protect  As a small site, action is not a strategic 
priority 

Changing 
accommodation, 

parking, pitch quality 
improvements 

Tamworth BC 

 

Tamworth 
RUFC Rugby Protect / Enhance 

 Pitch quality assessment (short term) 
 Improved drainage / maintenance procedures 

(short term) 
 Improved changing accommodation / 

clubhouse (Short – Medium Term) 

 
Tamworth 

RUFC / RFU 

Wilnecote 
Community 
Leisure Centre 

Football Protect / Enhance / 
Provide 

 Options appraisal measuring potential for AGP 
on this site against other options.  (Short – 
Medium term).  

 Benefits of this site include link with growing 
club and school, location of site to south of 
borough. Space to provide pitch without 
compromising adequacy of existing playing 
fields. Would provide additional capacity. 

 Levelling of grass pitches (Medium Term) 

n/a 

Wilnecote 
Community 

Leisure, 
Wilnecote 

Wanderers, 
FA 

Wilnecote 
Sport and 
Recreation 
Association 

Football / 
Cricket Protect / Enhance  Improved nets (Short term) 

Ongoing quality 
improvements 

Wilnecote 
Sport and 
Recreation 
Assocation 

William 
Macgregor 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority 
Drainage 

improvements School  / TBC 



Site Name 
Site 

Description Action Strategic Priority Local Priority Responsibility 

Flax Hill 
Junior School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Improve site facilities to enhance potential for 
community use (Short – medium term) 

 School / TBC 

Ankermoor 
Primary School Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Woodlands 
Primary School Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority 

Secure community 
access to site School 

Torc Campus Football Protect  Seek to secure future of site  School 

Moorgate 
Community 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Improve site facilities to enhance potential for 
community use 

 School / TBC 

Birds Bush 
Community 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Coton Green 
Primary School Football Protect / Enhance  Improve site facilities to enhance potential for 

community use 
1 School /TBC 



Site Name 
Site 

Description Action Strategic Priority Local Priority Responsibility 

Dosthill 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Florendine 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Glascote Heath 
Primary School Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Greenacres 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Hanbury's 
Farm Primary 
School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Lakeside 
Community 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Manor Primary 
School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 



Site Name 
Site 

Description Action Strategic Priority Local Priority Responsibility 

Mary Howard 
CE(VC) 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Millfield 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

St Elizabeth'S 
Catholic 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

St Leonard's 
Cofe (A) 
Primary School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Stonydelph 
Primary School Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 

Three Peaks 
Primary School Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 



Site Name 
Site 

Description Action Strategic Priority Local Priority Responsibility 

Two Rivers / 
Amington 
Heath Primary 
School 

Football Protect / Enhance  Small site so not a strategic priority  School 
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