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Dear Madam 
 
LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION HEARING STATEMENT 
 
I write in response to the Inspector’s discussion questions in relation to the Examination 
in Public of the Tamworth Local Plan. 
 
Theme 3 Matter 12 
12.1 Is Policy SU4 justified and deliverable in relation to flood risk? 
 
Tamworth has extensive floodplain primarily associated with the River Tame and River 
Anker and therefore it is essential that these issues are at the forefront of considerations 
when ensuring Sustainable Development through the plan-making process.    
 

The requirement for a Flood Risk Assessment and no increase in flood risk to third 
parties is entirely in line with the requirements of Paragraph 103 of the NPPF and is 
supported by the recommendations of the local evidence base in the form of document 
G11 in the Examination Library, Tamworth Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 
Report. More specific guidance and recommendations have been made as part of the 
SFRA Level 2, G16 in the Examination Library, and Local Policy SU4 reflects this. 
 
In relation to flood defences and maintenance, the policy is in line with the requirements 
of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan, (Appendix B of the Core Strategy), to allow for new 
developments. Further requirements outside of this, to maintain existing defences that 
are necessary for development, can be delivered via the Community Infrastructure Levy 
process. The Environment Agency is facing long-term cuts to its maintenance budget 
and it is unlikely to be possible to maintain present levels of service over the coming 
years therefore it is essential that the plan addresses maintenance over the lifetime of 
new developments. The request for this is considered reasonable and falls within the 
guidelines of the CIL 123 list. 
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We support the requirement for developments to maintain an 8 metre easement as this 
is in line with the requirements of Flood Defence Consents for Main River easements 
which are regulated by the Environment Agency. It allows sufficient room for our access 
and maintenance of these rivers and defences. This will help avoid any confusion and 
aligns the planning and consenting process for these aspects of development. 
Furthermore, a wildlife corridor is essential in maintaining linkages between habitat 
corridors, often referred to as ‘Green’ or ‘Blue’ corridors.  
 
The requirement for opening up culverted watercourses where feasible has many 
benefits for the environment. It contributes to achieving improvements in many aspects 
of the Water Framework Directive regulations. These include improvements in Water 
Quality, due to pollution incidents being easier to spot and remedy, the ability to support 
a wide range of habitats and ecology, and general improvements in the banks and bed 
by being softened and exposed to light. This is supported within the Main Modifications 
Table ref 051 (EX1 in the Examination Library). 
 
In many cases, there are also reductions in flood risk due to less risk of blockages and 
surcharging often caused by undersized culverts. 
 
‘Where feasible’ acknowledges that this may not always be viable in every situation, and 
allows the flexibility to accommodate local characteristics and unusual circumstances, 
therefore not hindering the deliverability of schemes. 
 
WFD requirements state that developments need to ensure that there is no deterioration 
in Water Quality through polluted surface water, the mobilisation of pollution on existing 
contaminated sites, and insufficient capacity within Sewage Treatment Works.  
 
Reference to Tamworth’s Outline Water Cycle Study 2010 (Document G8) Box 7.3 
indicates that there is limited headroom within the receiving sewage treatment works, 
however there is scope for expansion of the works to accommodate additional growth. It 
is essential that development ensures there is adequate capacity within the receiving 
treatment works to manage any additional loading that may result from development as 
this would have a direct impact on the water quality of the River Tame and its ability to 
meet its requirements under the Humber River Basin Management Plan (EU Water 
Framework Directive). WFD states that developments need to ensure that there is no 
deterioration in Water Quality through polluted surface water, the mobilisation of 
pollution on existing contaminated sites, and insufficient capacity within Sewage 
Treatment Works. Where there is insufficient capacity at the receiving works to 
accommodate the proposed increase in load from a development, development will 
need to be delayed until the required improvement works have been undertaken. It is 
therefore imperative that early consultation with Severn Trent Water is undertaken by 
the applicant to inform on any potential delays in relation to the provision of 
infrastructure.  
 
With reference to Sustainable Drainage on all new developments, aswell as helping to 
achieve the requirements of the WFD in this catchment to improve water quality as set 
out above, it is considered essential to help reduce runoff from new developments. The 
guidance highlighted in Southern Staffordshire’s Surface Water Management Plan 
(Phase 2), for Tamworth, (document G4 in the Examination Library) actually states this 
should be to below Greenfield to help reduce flood risk, a serious issue in Tamworth. It 
is noted that specific pollutant filtering SUDS are recommended in the industrial areas 
primarily to the East of the town. 
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With reference to Sustainable Drainage on all new developments, aswell as helping to 
achieve the requirements of the WFD in this catchment to improve water quality as set 
out above, it is considered essential to help reduce runoff from new developments. This 
is supported by the Southern Staffordshire’s Surface Water Management Plan (Phase 
1) (G11 in the Examination Library). It is noted that specific pollutant filtering SUDS are 
recommended in the industrial areas primarily to the East of the town as highlighted by 
the Phase 2 SWMP (document G4 in the Examination Library). 
 
12.2 Is Policy SU5 justified and deliverable in relation to the risk of pollution? 
The Environment Agency is satisfied that this policy adequately addresses the risk of 
pollution to groundwater is in line with Paragraph 120 of the NPPF.  In the Tamworth 
area the protection of water quality is particularly pertinent as the River Tame is 
classified as having Poor/Moderate water quality through the district and is wholly 
underlain by principle aquifers. As such we are satisfied that through the implementation 
of this policy in conjunction with the requirements of SU4, water quality will be 
adequately protected without posing a risk of delivery to the planned levels of growth.   
 
Matter 13 
13.1 Do Policy IM1 and the Infrastructure Delivery Plan provide sufficient 
guidance for the successful implementation of the Plan? 
Further to the suggested change to wording as agreed in the Statement of Common 
Ground, (document EX3 in the Examination Library), we are satisfied that the 
requirements regarding Water Management Measures have been clarified by 
specifically including ‘flood alleviation’ measures.   
 
Matter 15  
15.1 Green Infrastructure and the Historic Environment 
Do Policies EN1-6 provide a clear and integrated framework for conserving, 
managing and increasing the borough’s Green Infrastructure? 
 
15.1 Policy EN3 
We support accessibility to watercourses for people. Maintaining ecological value 
relates to the protection of the river easement for the purpose of maintaining a 
functioning wildlife or ‘green’ corridor. 
 
Policy EN4 
Similarly, reference to the canal and river network and safeguarding habitats ensures 
routes are maintained and improved between longer stretches of watercourse, helping 
to link previously isolated habitats and populations. This is in line with the requirements 
of Paragraphs 114 and 117 in particular of the NPPF. This is particularly important 
within Tamworth due to the extensive River and Canal Network. Alvecote Pools SSSI 
includes part of the River Anker and is particularly important in terms of water quality 
and opportunities to link habitat downstream toward the conurbation itself. 
 
We support the other measures in Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
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Mr Martin Ross 
Planning Advisor 
 
Direct dial 01543 405047 
Direct e-mail martin.ross@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
 
 


