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INTERNATIONAL 
 

PPP Objectives Implications for the SA 

The Industrial Emissions Directive 2010 

Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions 

(integrated pollution prevention and control) 

 

Sets rules on integrated prevention and control of pollution arising from industrial 

activities.  Sets rules designed to prevent or, where that is not practicable, to reduce 

emissions into air, water and land and to prevent the generation of waste, in order to 

achieve a high level of protection of the environment taken as a whole.  Sets 

emission limit values for substances that are harmful to air or water. 

Include SA objective for reducing pollution. 

The Birds Directive 2009  

Directive 2009/147/EC is a codified version 

of Directive 79/409/EEC as amended 

Requires the maintenance of the favourable conservation status of all wild bird 

species.  Plans and projects can only be permitted having ascertained no adverse 

effect on the integrity of an SPA, although may still be permitted if there are no 

alternatives, and there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest.  Member 

States shall also endeavour to encourage the management of features of the 

landscape to support the Natura 2000 network of which SPAs form a part. 

Include SA objectives for the protection of birds. 

The Waste Framework Directive 2008 

Directive 2008/98/EC on waste 

 

To ensure that waste management is carried out without endangering human health, 

without harming the environment and, in particular: (a) without risk to water, air, 

soil, plants or animals; (b) without causing a nuisance through noise or odours; and 

(c) without adversely affecting the countryside or places of special interest.  To 

recycle 50% of waste from households by 2020.  To recover 70% of construction and 

demolition waste by 2020.  To apply the waste hierarchy. 

Include SA objectives that minimise waste 

production as well as promote recycling. 

The Floods Directive 2007 

Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and 

management of flood risks 

Requires Member States to prepare the following assessments for the European 

Commission: 

 preliminary flood risk assessments to identify areas that are at potentially 
significant flood risk, by 20 December 2011;  

 flood hazard maps (showing the likelihood and flow of the potential flooding) 
and flood risk maps (showing the impact), by 20 December 2013;  

 flood risk management plans (showing measures to decrease the likelihood or 
impact of flooding), by 22 December 2015; and  

updates every 6 years thereafter that take into account the impact of climate change.  

Include SA objectives that relate to flood 

management and reduction of risk. 

The Water Framework Directive 2000 

Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a 

framework for community action in the field 

of water policy 

 

Protection of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and 

groundwaters.  All surface and groundwater needs to be of good quality by 2015. 

Include SA objectives to protect and minimise the 

impact on water quality. 

The Landfill Directive 1999 

Directive 99/31/EC on the landfill of waste 

Prevent or reduce negative effects on the environment from the landfilling of waste. 

Reduce the amount of biodegradable waste sent to landfill to 75% of the 1995 level 

Include SA objectives to increase recycling and 

reduce the amount of waste landfilled. 
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 by 2010, 50% by 2013 and 35% by 2020. 

The Drinking Water Directive 1998 

Directive 98/83/EC on the quality of water 

intended for human consumption 

Protect human health from the adverse effects of any contamination of water 

intended for human consumption by ensuring that it is wholesome and clean. 

Include SA objectives to protect and enhance water 

quality. 

The Air Quality Framework Directive 1996 

Directive 96/62/EC on ambient air quality 

assessment and management 

 

Aims to improve air quality throughout Europe by controlling the level of certain 

pollutants and monitoring their concentrations.  In particular the Directive aims to 

establish levels for different air pollutants; draw up common methods for assessing 

air quality; methods to improve air quality; and make sure that information on air 

quality is easily accessible to Member States and the public. 

Include SA objectives to protect and improve air 

quality. 

The Packaging and Packaging Waste 

Directive 1994 Directive 94/62/EC on 

packaging and packaging waste 

 

Reduce the environmental impact of packaging waste.  By June 2001 at least 50% by 

weight of packaging waste to be recovered, at least 25% by weight of the totality of 

packaging materials contained in packaging waste to be recycled with a minimum of 

15% by weight for each packaging material. 

Include SA objectives to minimise the environmental 

impact of waste and promote recycling. 

The Habitats Directive 1992Directive 

92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural 

habitats and of wild fauna and flora 

Requires the protection of listed species.  Plans and projects can only be permitted 

having ascertained no adverse effect on the integrity of an SAC, although may still be 

permitted if there are no alternatives, and there are imperative reasons of overriding 

public interest.  Member States shall also endeavour to encourage the management 

of features of the landscape to support the network. 

Include SA objectives to protect and enhance 

biodiversity value and habitats. 

The Urban Waste Water Directive 1991 

Directive 91/271/EEC concerning urban 

waste water treatment 

 

Protect the environment from the adverse effects of urban wastewater collection, 

treatment and discharge, and discharge from certain industrial sectors. 

Include sustainability objectives to reduce water 

pollution. 

Energy Efficiency Directive, Directive 

2012/27/EU on energy efficiency 

The Directive will require member states to renovate 3% of the total floor area of 

"heated and/or cooled buildings owned and occupied by their central government" 

(administrative departments whose responsibilities cover the entire territory of a 

member state).  This will apply to buildings with a "total useful floor area" of more 

than 500 m², and as from July 2015, of more than 250 m².  However, member states 

will also be able to use alternative means to achieve equivalent energy savings.  

Energy companies covered by the directive will have to achieve a "cumulative end-

use energy savings target" by 2020.  This target will have to be at least equivalent to 

achieving new savings, each year, from 2014 to 2020, of 1.5% of annual energy sales 

to final customers, by volume, and averaged over the most recent three-year period 

before the directive takes effect. 

Sales of energy used in transport could be excluded and alternative ways to achieve 

equivalent energy savings would be permitted, provided that equivalence is 

Include objectives to promote energy efficiency. 
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maintained. 

All large enterprises will be required to undergo an energy audit. 

European Landscape Convention (Florence, 

2002) 

 

Aims to encourage public authorities to adopt policies and measures for protecting, 

managing and planning landscapes.  Provides for a flexible approach ranging from 

strict conservation through protection, management and improvement to actual 

creation.  Promotes interaction between local and central authorities. 

Include SA objectives to protect and improve 

landscape. 

European Convention on the Protection of 

Archaeological Heritage (Valletta, 1992) 

Revision of the 1985 Granada Convention 

Protection of archaeological heritage, including any physical evidence of the human 

past that can be investigated archaeologically both on land and underwater. Creation 

of archaeological reserves and conservation of excavated sites. 

Include SA objectives to protect the archaeological 

heritage. 

Directive on the Energy Performance of 

Buildings 

The objective of this Directive is to promote the improvement of the energy 

performance of buildings within the Community.  Lays down requirements as 

regards: 

a) the general framework for a methodology of calculation of the integrated energy 

performance of buildings; 

b) the application of minimum requirements on the energy performance of new 

buildings; 

c) the application of minimum requirements on the energy performance of large 

existing buildings that are subject to major renovation; 

d) energy certification of buildings; and 

e) regular inspection of boilers and of air- conditioning systems in buildings and in 

addition an assessment of the heating installation in which the boilers are more than 

15 years old. 

Include an objective to promote the energy 

efficiency of buildings. 

Convention on Wetlands, 1971 (Ramsar 

Convention) 

Work towards the maintenance of the ecological character of wetlands through the 

implementation of ecosystem approaches, through national land-use planning, 

appropriate policies and legislation, management actions, and public education. 

Include an objective to protect internationally 

designated nature conservation sites. 

 

 

1.1 NATIONAL 
 

PPP Objectives Implications for the SA 

National Planning Policy 

Framework, DCLG, November 

2012 

Contains an overarching presumption in favour of sustainable development.  Also contains 12 principles that planning 

should: 

 be genuinely plan-led, empowering local people and be based on joint working and co-operation to address 
larger than local issues.; 

Ensure that the policy principles 

contained in the NPPF are reflected in 

the SA objectives. 
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 be a creative exercise to enhance places; 

 proactively drive and support sustainable economic development to deliver homes, business and industrial 
units, infrastructure and thriving local places; 

 always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity; 

 promote the vitality of urban areas, protect the Green Belts around them, recognise the intrinsic character and 
beauty of the countryside and support thriving rural communities within it; 

 support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate, taking full account of flood risk and coastal 
change, and encourage the reuse of existing resources, including conversion of existing buildings, and encourage 
the use of renewable resources; 

 contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution; 

 reuse previously developed land; 

 promote mixed use developments, and encourage multiple benefits from the use of land in urban and rural 
areas; 

 conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their significance; 

 actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport, walking and cycling, and 
focus significant development in locations which are or can be made sustainable; and 

 take account of and support local strategies to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver 
sufficient community and cultural facilities and services to meet local needs. 

Laying the Foundations: a 

Housing Strategy for England, 

DCLG, November 2011 

 Support to deliver new homes and support aspiration, through more responsive, effective and stable housing 

market in the future. 

 Supporting choice and quality for tenants, delivering more rented homes, working with local authorities to 

tackle the worst properties and encouraging more affordable housing. 

 Tackling empty homes, by bringing more empty homes and buildings back into use. 

 Delivering better quality homes, places and housing support, by improving the design and sustainability of 

housing and delivering the Zero Carbon Homes standard for all new homes from 2016. 

Include SA objectives to provide 

sufficient affordable, decent, 

appropriate, well-designed and low-

carbon homes. 

Planning Policy for Traveller 

Sites, DCLG, March 2012 

The Government’s overarching aim is to ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers, in a way that facilitates the 

traditional and nomadic way of life of travellers while respecting the interests of the settled community.  To help 

achieve this, Government’s aims in respect of traveller sites are: 

 that local planning authorities should make their own assessment of need for the purposes of planning 

 to ensure that local planning authorities, working collaboratively, develop fair and effective strategies to meet 
need through the identification of land for sites 

 to encourage local planning authorities to plan for sites over a reasonable timescale 

 that plan-making and decision-taking should protect Green Belt from inappropriate development 

 to promote more private traveller site provision while recognising that there will always be those travellers who 
cannot provide their own sites  

 that plan-making and decision-taking should aim to reduce the number of unauthorised developments and 
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encampments and make enforcement more effective 

 for local planning authorities to ensure that their Local Plan includes fair, realistic and inclusive policies 

 to increase the number of traveller sites in appropriate locations with planning permission, to address under 
provision and maintain an appropriate level of supply 

 to reduce tensions between settled and traveller communities in plan- making and planning decisions 

 to enable provision of suitable accommodation from which travellers can access education, health, welfare and 
employment infrastructure 

for local planning authorities to have due regard to the protection of local amenity and local environment. 

Building a Greener Future 

Policy Statement, DCLG, July 

2007 

Confirms the Government’s commitment to a zero carbon target for new homes in 2016.  Involves changes to the 

Building Regulations to strengthen the requirements in relation to insulation, ventilation, air tightness, heating and 

light fittings.  Planning policy will be developed to set a framework for development to deliver zero carbon outcomes.  

The Government will be working with industry and organisations to encourage exemplar developments, and with the 

Taskforce on issues like skills, research and the development and dissemination of good practice.  All new homes 

would be required to have a mandatory Code for Sustainable Homes rating indicating whether they had been 

assessed and, if they had, the performance of the home against the Code. 

Include objectives for delivery of zero 

carbon homes by 2016. 

Water Efficiency in New 

Buildings Policy Statement, 

Defra and DCLG, July 2007 

Adopts a minimum standard for new homes of 125 l/p/d across England and Wales. 

Proposes to investigate the scope for setting a standard or range of standards for non-residential buildings as part of 

the Communities and Local Government led work of the Green Commercial Buildings Task Group. 

Seeks to meet Government’s broader objective of raising the sustainability of water use in buildings by: 

• transforming the market in water using fittings, encouraging innovation in design and performance; 

• helping to remove uncertainty and risk for manufacturers and increase demand; 

• securing long term savings in water consumption by discouraging the replacement of water efficient fittings 

installed in new homes with ones that use more water; 

• addressing water use across a wider range of non-domestic buildings than could be achieved through setting whole 

building standards and ensuring equity of treatment between building users; and 

• gradually improving water efficiency in existing buildings through refurbishment and replacement of fittings at the 

end of life with ones that are more efficient. 

Objecgtive to promote high standards 

of water efficiency in all development, 

residential and non-residential. 

Air Quality Strategy for 
England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland (Defra, 2000) 

The strategy, published in 2000, sets out the government’s strategy for achieving air quality standards.  It includes 

proposals that aim to protect people’s health and the environment without imposing unacceptable economic or 

social costs.  They form an essential part of the government’s strategy for sustainable development. 

 

The strategy sets standards and objectives for: 

 The protection of human health; 

 Individual pollutants; and 

 The protection of vegetation and ecosystems. 

The SA should include an objective to 

protect and improve air quality. 
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Countryside and Rights of Way 

Act 2000 

The Act extends the public's ability to enjoy the countryside whilst also providing safeguards for landowners and 

occupiers.  It creates a new statutory right of access to open country and registered common land and modernises 

the rights of way system.  It also gives greater protection to Sites of Special Scientific Interest and provides better 

management arrangements for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Furthermore, the Act strengthens wildlife 

enforcement legislation. 

The SA needs to consider the following 

two issues arising from the Act: 

 Access to the countryside 

 Protection of nationally important 
nature conservation and 
landscape sites. 

 

The SA needs to highlight potential 

conflicts between these two issues. 

Disability Discrimination Act 
2005 

In April 2005 a new Disability Discrimination Act was passed by Parliament, which amends or extends existing 

provisions in the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, including: 

 Making it unlawful for operators of transport vehicles to discriminate against disabled people; 

 Making it easier for disabled people to rent property and for tenants to make disability-related adaptations; 

 Ensuring that private clubs with 25 or more members cannot keep disabled people out, just because they have a 
disability; 

 Extending protection to cover people who have HIV, cancer and multiple sclerosis from the moment they are 
diagnosed; 

 Ensuring that discrimination law covers all the activities of the public sector; 

 Requiring public bodies to promote equality of opportunity for disabled people. 

The SA should include an objective 

about access to opportunities, services 

and facilities. 

Energy White Paper: Meeting 

the Energy Challenge, DTi, May 

2007 

Delivery of energy security and acceleration of the transition to a low carbon economy through saving energy, 

developing cleaner energy supplies and securing reliable energy at process set in competitive markets.  Seeks the 

development of cleaner large scale electricity generation. 

There is scope for increased use of heat and distributed energy, and ensuring that the CHP option is considered. 

The target is for renewables to contribute 10% of electricity supplies 2010, with an aspiration for this level to double 

by 2020. 

Reducing transport energy use, through a combination of increasing fuel efficiency of vehicles and through choice of 

other transport modes. 

Objectives to promote energy 

efficiency, increased renewable energy 

generation, and ransport modal shift. 

The UK Renewable Energy 

Strategy, DECC, July 2009 
Put in place the mechanisms to provide financial support for renewable electricity and heat: extend and expand the 

Renewables Obligation for large-scale renewable generation. 

Increase investment in emerging technologies and pursue new sources of supply. 

Create new opportunities for individuals, communities and business to harness renewable energy: support 

investment in small-scale renewable heat and electricity generation; guidance for developers to share the benefits of 

large-scale projects with local communities; encourage greater adoption of renewables in central Government and 

Objectives to promote increased 

renewable energy generation. 
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the wider public sector. 

Energy White Paper (Defra, 
2003) 

The White Paper aims to put the UK on a path to cut its carbon dioxide emissions by some 60 percent by 2050 and to 
maintain reliable and competitive energy supplies.  The development of renewable energy, alongside improvements 
in energy efficiency and the development of combined heat and power will make a vital contribution to these aims. 

The SA should include an objective 

encouraging energy efficiency and 

renewable energy generation. 

The Carbon Plan: Delivering 

Our Low Carbon Future, DECC, 

2011 

Energy efficiency will have to increase dramatically across all sectors.  The oil and gas used to drive cars, heat 

buildings and power industry will, in large part, need to be replaced by electricity, sustainable bioenergy, or 

hydrogen.  Electricity will need to be decarbonised through renewable and nuclear power, and the use of carbon 

capture and storage (CCS). 

All cavity walls and lofts in homes, where practicable, are expected to be insulated by 2020.  

More efficient buildings and cars will cut fuel costs.  More diverse sources of electricity will improve energy security 

and reduce exposure to fossil fuel imports and price spikes. 

Over the next decade the UK will also prepare for the future by demonstrating and deploying the key technologies 

needed to decarbonise power, buildings and road transport in the 2020s and beyond.  

Energy efficiency is the immediate priority 

During the 2020s, we need to begin the mass deployment of low carbon heat.  

During the 2020s, we will move towards the mass market roll-out of ultra-low emission vehicles, although further 

improvements in the efficiency of conventional vehicles and sustainable biofuels are also anticipated to play a key 

role. 

Industry is leading the drive to reduce emissions from freight. The Logistics Carbon Reduction Scheme, for example, 

aims to reduce emissions by 8% by 2015, through improved efficiency and some modal shift to rail. For the longer 

term, to make deeper reductions in emissions, innovation will be needed in ultra-low emissions technologies such as 

sustainable biofuels and electric, hydrogen or hybrid technologies. 

Emissions from aviation will be capped by being part of the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) from 2012,  

The Government will work with industryto ensure that low carbon growth continues into the future. Industry must 

make significant reductions in the emissions intensity of production 

Over the next decade, we need to continue reducing emissions from electricity generation through increasing the use 

of gas instead of coal, and more generation from renewable sources. Alongside this, we will prepare for the rapid 

decarbonisation required in the 2020s and 2030s by supporting the demonstration and deployment of the major low 

carbon technologies that we will need on the way to 2050.  

Another objective is to reduce emissions from agriculture, land use, forestry and waste. 

Include objectives to: 

 Increase energy efficiency 

 Increase low-carbon energy 
generation 

 Promote transport modal shift 

 Promote the waste hierarchy 

The UK Low Carbon Industrial 

Strategy, BERR/DECC, July 2009 

Promotes an increase in British and global markets for low carbon goods and services, and also by using energy and 

other resources more efficiently to reduce costs.  Promotes low carbon activities and priorities to become common 

across all parts of Britain, including greater energy efficiency, smarter low carbon procurement and the construction 

or retrofit of low carbon buildings. 

Objectives to promote low carbon 

energy generation and energy 

efficiency. 

UK’s National Strategy for Sets out the Government’s transition plan for becoming a low carbon country: cutting emissions, maintaining secure Objectives to promote new low-carbon 
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Climate and Energy: Transition 

to a Low Carbon Society, DECC, 

2009 

energy supplies, maximising economic opportunities, and protecting the most vulnerable. The plan seeks to: 

 build the UK’s position as a global centre of green manufacturing in low carbon sectors. 

 support the development and use of clean technologies, including investment in offshore wind and marine 

energy. 

 Reduce the amount of waste sent to landfills, and better capture of landfill emissions. 

Targets for 2020 include: 

 UK emissions to be 18% below 2008 levels and over one third below 1990 levels. 

 15% of all our energy – for electricity, heat and transport – from renewable sources. 

 Getting 40% of our electricity from low carbon sources. 

 Produce around 30% of our electricity from renewables. 

 Cut emissions from power and heavy industry together by 22% on 2008 levels. 

 Cut emissions from transport by 14% on 2008 levels. 

 Cut emissions from farming and waste by 6% on 2008 levels. 

technologies, increase renewable and 

low-carbon energy generation, reduce 

transport and reduce landfill of waste,  

Energy Efficiency Strategy, 
DECC, November 2012 

Improving our energy efficiency is a key strategic objective.  It is fundamental to decarbonising the UK, maintaining 

secure energy supplies, and increasing the productivity of businesses.  

Include an objective to promote energy 

efficiency. 

The Children Act 2004 (DfES, 
2004) 

The Act provides a legislative spine for the wider strategy for improving children’s lives. This covers the universal 
services which every child accesses, and more targeted services for those with additional needs.  
 
The overall aim is to encourage integrated planning, commissioning and delivery of services. Further aims include: 

 Improve multi-disciplinary working 

 Remove duplication 

 Increase accountability 

 Improve the co-ordination of individual and joint inspections in local authorities.  
 
The legislation is enabling rather than prescriptive and provides local authorities with a considerable amount of 
flexibility in the way they implement its provisions. 

The SA should include an objective 

about ensuring the provision of 

accessible and appropriate services for 

all members of the community. 

Every Child Matters, Green 
Paper (DfES, 2003) 

The aim of the Green Paper is to ensure that every child has the chance to fulfil their potential by reducing levels of 

educational failure, ill health, substance misuse, teenage pregnancy, abuse and neglect, crime and anti-social 

behaviour among children and young people. 

The Green Paper aims to achieve the following five outcomes: 

 Being healthy: enjoying good physical and mental health and living a healthy lifestyle; 

 Staying safe: being protected from harm and neglect; 

 Enjoying and achieving: getting the most out of life and developing the skills for adulthood; 

 Making a positive contribution: being involved with the community and society and not engaging in anti-social or 
offending behaviour; and 

 Economic well-being: not being prevented by economic disadvantage from achieving their full potential in life. 

The SA should consider the following 

Issues arising from this Green Paper: 

 Access to opportunities, services 
and facilities 

 Encouraging healthy lifestyles 

 Crime 

 Community safety 
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Four areas have been identified as the main areas for action: 

 Supporting parents and carers; 

 Early intervention and effective protection; 

 Accountability and integration – locally, regionally and nationally; and 

 Workforce reform. 

Good Practice Guide on 
Planning for Tourism (DCLG, 
2006) 

This guide highlights the importance of tourism to the local and national economy and sets out a planning framework 

for tourism development. It suggests that the planning process should ensure that tourism developments: 

 

 Provide well-designed, safe and accessible development, and create new opportunities that will improve the 
well being of individuals and the regeneration of communities; 

 Result in the more efficient use of land and bring forward sufficient land to meet a wide range of expected 
needs; 

 Provide a supportive framework for economic growth and successful business; 

 Create vibrant, vital and viable town centres; 

 Reduce the need to travel; and 

 Protect and enhance the natural and built environment and safeguard natural resources. 

This guide identifies a variety of issues 

that need to be considered when 

planning for tourism development. 

Three issues are particularly relevant: 

 Diverse and competitive economy 

 Employment opportunities 

 Vitality and viability of town 
centres 

 

These need to be balanced against the 

need to protect the natural and 

historic environment and make the 

best use of land and natural resources. 

2 Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

This legislation provides specific protection for buildings and areas of special architectural or historic interest.  Local 

authorities are able to exercise greater control over works to listed buildings and demolitions in conservation areas.  

There is a requirement that local authorities designate as conservation areas any areas that are of special 

architectural or historic interest in order to secure their preservation and enhancement.  Local authorities must also 

formulate and publish policies for the preservation and enhancement of conservation areas.  

The SA should include an objective 

about protecting and enhancing the 

historic environment. 

 

3 Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

Legislation that gives protection to ancient monuments that have been identified and scheduled as being 

archaeological sites or historic buildings of national importance.  Scheduled Ancient Monuments should be identified 

in development plans for preservation.  Consent of the Secretary of State is needed for works that would demolish, 

destroy, damage, remove, repair, alter, add to, flood or cover up the monument. Areas of Archaeological Importance 

can be designated to protect wider areas of archaeological remains.   

The SA should include an objective 

about protecting and enhancing the 

historic environment. 

 

4 The Historic Environment: A 

Force for our Future (DCMS, 

2001) 

 

This statement sets out the government’s vision for the historic environment and is part of a recent review of historic 

environment policy.  The vision to raise public interest is based around a four point plan:  

 enabling the historic environment to fulfil its potential as a learning resource;  

 ensuring equality of access and engagement about the future of historic assets;  

 protecting and sustaining historic and archaeological assets; and  

 making the most of the economic potential of the historic environment. 
 

The SA should include an objective 

about protecting and enhancing the 

historic environment. 
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The government expects this to be achieved through firm leadership by government departments, English Heritage 

and local authorities working in partnership with other organisations. 

The Government’s Statement 

on the Historic Environment for 

England 2010, DCMS, March 

2010 

Strategic aims include ensuring that all heritage assets are afforded an appropriate and effective level of protection, 

while allowing, where appropriate, for well-managed and intelligent change. 

In shaping places, Government at all levels must give priority to creating high quality environments for those who use 

them, developing and implementing policies which seek to retain local distinctiveness and give due weight to the 

obligation to protect, enhance and promote the historic environment.  At the same time it is also important that the 

public sector continues to invest in our own significant historic estate, recognising the impact we have on quality of 

place. 

Objectives to protect and enhance 

heritage assets and protect local 

environments and distinctiveness. 

Review of Heritage Protection: 

The way forward (Department 

for Culture, Media and Sport, 

2004) 

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport has carried out an in depth review of the current designation system 
and control systems and their legal basis with the view to design a more effective designation and control system of 
historic assets. 

5 Based on this review a package of measures has been put forward. The measure that have been proposed include: 

 A unified register of historic assets, bringing together the separate regimes of listing, scheduling and registering 
sites and buildings of historic interest; 

 A new consent regime for making changes to historic places; and 

 Better documentation for owners of registered sites. 

The SA should include an objective 

about the protection of the historic 

environment. 

The Public Health Outcomes 
Framework for England 2013-
2016, DoH, January 2012 

Vision: To improve and protect the nation’s health and wellbeing, and improve the health of the poorest fastest.  

Seeks to promote: 

 Increased healthy life expectancy 

 Taking account of the health quality as well as the length of life 

 Reduced differences in life expectancy and healthy life expectancy between communities through greater 
improvements in more disadvantaged communities 

Include objectives to improve health 

and reduce health inequalities. 

Healthy Lives, Healthy People, 
Department of Health, 
November 2010 

Sets out how government will: 

 protect the population from health threats – led by central government, with a strong system to the frontline; 

 empower local leadership and encourage wide responsibility across society to improve everyone’s health and 
wellbeing, and tackle the wider factors that influence it; 

 focus on key outcomes, doing what works to deliver them, with transparency of outcomes to enable 
accountability through a proposed new public health outcomes framework; 

 reflect the Government’s core values of freedom, fairness and responsibility by strengthening self-esteem, 
confidence and personal responsibility; positively promoting healthy behaviours and lifestyles; and adapting the 
environment to make healthy choices easier; and 

 balance the freedoms of individuals and organisations with the need to avoid harm to others. 

Include objectives to protect and 

improve health and wellbeing. 

Our health, our care, our say: a 
new direction for community 

The proposals in the White Paper aim to: 

 Change the way services are provided in communities and make them as flexible as possible; 

The SA should include an objective 

about the provision of accessible and 
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services, White Paper 
(Department of Health, 2005) 

 Provide a more personal service that is tailored to the specific health or social care needs of individuals; 

 Give patients and service users more control over the treatment they receive; and 

 Work with health and social care professionals and services to get the most appropriate treatment or care for 
their needs.  

appropriate services and facilities. 

Choosing Health, White Paper 
(Department of Health, 2004) 

The emphasis of the White Paper is on prevention and early intervention. The new direction for health is centred on 
the person using the service. The White Paper suggests that the focus should be on community wellbeing and 
community-based care. 

The SA should include an objective 

about: 

 Provision of accessible and 
convenient services 

 Encouraging healthy lifestyles 

Choosing Activity: A Physical 

Activity Plan, Department of 

Health, March 2005 

Building on Choosing Health, Making Healthier Choices Easier this action plan, developed through a consultative 

process, details actions required at local, regional and national levels to meet the Chief Medical Officer’s 

recommended levels of daily activity. 

Keys areas of focus of the plan are: 

 choosing activity in a consumer society 

 Children and young people: starting on an active path 

 Active communities 

 An active healthcare system 

 Choosing activity in the workplace 

Include an objective on access to safe 

recreational space and for the 

promotion of active transport modes 

(walking, cycling). 

Improving Opportunity, 

Strengthening Society: The 

Government’s strategy to 

increase race equality and 

community cohesion, Home 

Office, January 2005 

Provide more tailored support for jobseekers from disadvantaged communities, improving literacy and numeracy 

among adults 

Make better use of government procurement to promote diversity and race equality in organisations that supply 

public bodies. 

More tailored services to meet the particular health needs of different cultural and ethnic groups. 

Tackle health inequalities experienced by minority ethnic groups, 

Ensure that all social tenants live in decent accommodation by 2010, and at least 70 per cent of vulnerable owner 

occupiers and private tenants are in decent accommodation through greater help with home improvements 

Improve opportunities for young people from all backgrounds to learn and socialise together and to develop an 

inclusive sense of British identity alongside their other cultural identities. 

Providing increased opportunities for youth volunteering and by exploring options for developing local ceremonies to 

help mark their transition to adult membership of society. 

Enabling more people to participate in sports and arts, particularly from disadvantaged communities. 

Help different cultural groups promote a tolerant society in which all groups can resolve differences in a framework 

of mutual respect and fairness. 

Include objectives to promote equality, 

community cohesion and social 

inclusion, particularly through service 

provision, improving housing quality 

and choice and addressing health 

inequalities. 
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Help more people from disadvantaged backgrounds to be active in their communities and engage with public 

services, such as through volunteering. Increase participation by at least 5 per cent among those at most risk of social 

exclusion. 

National Flood and Coastal 

Erosion Risk Management 

Strategy, Defra and 

Environment Agency, 

September 2011 

The strategy’s overall aim is to ensure that flooding and coastal erosion risks are well-managed and co-ordinated, so 

that their impacts are minimised.  This will be achieved through: 

 managing the risk of flooding and coastal erosion to people and their property. 

 improving standards of protection 

 helping householders, businesses and communities better understand and manage the flood and coastal erosion 
risks they face. 

 responding better to flood incidents and during recovery, and to coastal erosion. 

 moving the focus from national government-funded activities towards a new approach that gives more power to 
local people, either at an individual, community or local authority level. Local innovations and solutions will be 
encouraged, too. 

 investing in actions that benefit communities who face the greatest risk, but who are least able to afford to help 
themselves. 

 putting sustainability at the heart of the actions we take, so that we work with nature and benefit the 
environment, people and the economy. 

Include objectives on the management 

and reduction of flood risk. 

Technical Guidance to the 

National Planning Policy 

Framework, DCLG, March 2012 

The aims of the PPS on development and flood risk are to ensure that flood risk is taken into account at all stages in 

the planning process to avoid inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding, and to direct development away 

from areas at higher risk. Where new development is, exceptionally, necessary in such areas, policy aims to make it 

safe without increasing flood risk elsewhere and where possible, reducing flood risk overall. 

The SA should include an objective 

about climate change and reducing the 

risk of flooding will be an important 

consideration. 

Securing the Future, UK 

Strategy for Sustainable 

Development (Defra, 2005) 

The strategy outlines the UK’s Sustainable developments strategy and has four main aims:  

 Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone; 

 Effective protection of the environment; 

 Prudent use of natural resources; 

 Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment. 
 

The Strategy introduces indicators as a system to monitor sustainable development. It includes advice on how to 

build sustainable development into policies and decisions. 

The strategy provides overarching 

guidance and will inform the whole of 

the SA process. 

Circular 02/2013 The Strategic 

Road Network and the Delivery 

of Sustainable Development, 

Department for Transport, 

September 2013 

The preparation and delivery of Local Plans provides an opportunity to identify and support a pattern of development 

that minimises trip generation at source and encourages the use of sustainable modes of transport, minimises 

journey lengths and promotes accessibility for all. This can contribute to environmental objectives and also reduce 

the cost to the economy arising from the impacts associated with traffic generation and congestion. 

The Highways Agency’s aim will be to influence the scale and patterns of development so that it is planned in a 

manner which will not compromise the fulfillment of the primary purpose of the strategic road network. 

The SA should include objectives on 

promotion of sustainable transport, 

including minimising the need to 

travel, promoting the use of 

sustainable modes of transport and 

making the best use of transport 

infrastructure. 
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Development should be promoted at locations that are or can be made sustainable, that allow for uptake of 

sustainable transport modes and support wider social, health and economic objectives.  The Highways Agency will 

work with local authorities and developers to identify opportunities to introduce travel plan and demand 

management measures through the Local Plan.  

Capacity enhancements and infrastructure required to deliver strategic growth should be identified at the Local Plan 

stage, which provides the best opportunity to consider development aspirations alongside the associated strategic 

infrastructure needs. Enhancements should not normally be considered as fresh proposals at the planning application 

stage.  

Delivering a Sustainable 

Transport System, DfT, 

December 2009 

Goals include: 

 Reducing transport’s emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases, with the desired outcome of avoiding 
dangerous climate change. 

 Contributing to better health and longer life-expectancy through reducing the risk of death, injury or illness 
arising from transport, and promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health. 

 Improving quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, including through a healthy natural 
environment, with the desired outcome of improved well-being for all. 

Seeks to encourage modal shift and reduce the need to travel.  Improving reliability and reducing congestion will be a 

priority.  Enable people and freight to shift to lower carbon modes of transport such as the electrified railway. 

Objective on reducing the need to 

travel, reducing congestion, promoting 

modal shift and reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

Transport White Paper: The 

Future of Transport – A 

Network for 2030, DfT, July 

2004 

Balancing the need to travel with the need to improve quality of life. 

Keeping the environmental impacts of new and existing transport infrastructure to a minimum 

Deliver carbon savings and reduce the impact of other emissions which pollute the environment  

Reducing the impact of all forms of transport 

Ensuring that the noise impacts of transport are reduced and mitigated 

Reducing the impact of freight on congestion and the environment 

Encourage freight traffic to be shifted from road to rail or water where this makes sense 

Objective on reducing the need to 

travel, promoting modal shift and 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Creating Growth, Cutting 

Carbon: Making Sustainable 

Local Transport Happen, DfT, 

January 2011 

Improving the links that help to move people and goods around 

Targeting investment in new projects that promote green growth 

Reduce the carbon emitted by transport 

Make travelling on foot, by bike or on public transport more attractive 

Objective on reducing the need to 

travel, promoting modal shift, reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and 

promoting innovative green 

technologies. 
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Reduce the carbon impact of longer journeys, particularly through rail 

Encouraging sustainable travel in short, local journeys 

The Future of Transport, White 
Paper (DfT, 2004) 

The Government’s stated objective is to balance the need to travel with the need to improve people’s quality of life. 

The White Paper aims to deliver an integrated transport policy. This means integration:  

 Within and between different types of transport;  

 With policies for the environment;  

 With land use planning; and  

 With policies for education, health and wealth creation. 

Transport is an important issue that 

relates to and impacts a variety of SA 

objectives including: 

 Reducing the need to travel 

 Access to opportunities, services 
and facilities 

 Protecting the natural and built 
environment 

 Encouraging healthy lifestyles 
 

The SA should include an objective 

about encouraging the use of 

alternative modes of transport and 

locating new developments in 

accessible locations. 

Transport, Ten Year Plan (DfT, 
2000) 

The report was published in July 2000 and outlines the Government’s plan for transport up to 2010. It sets out five 
over-arching objectives for transport: 
 

 To protect and enhance the built and natural environment; 

 To improve safety for all travellers; 

 To contribute to an efficient economy and support sustainable economic growth in appropriate locations; 

 To promote accessibility to everyday families for all, especially those without a car; and 

 To promote the integration of all forms of transport and land use planning, leading to a better, more efficient 
transport system. 

Transport is an important issue that 

relates to and impacts a variety of SA 

objectives including: 

 Access to opportunities, services 
and facilities 

 Protecting the natural and built 
environment 

 Supporting a diverse and 
competitive economy 

 

Waste Strategy for England 

2007, Defra, May 2007 

The Government’s key objectives are to: 

 decouple waste growth (in all sectors) from economic growth and put more emphasis on waste prevention and 
re-use; 

 meet and exceed the Landfill Directive diversion targets for biodegradable municipal waste in 2010, 2013 and 
2020; 

 increase diversion from landfill of non-municipal waste and secure better integration of treatment for municipal 
and non-municipal waste; 

 secure the investment in infrastructure needed to divert waste from landfill and for the management of 
hazardous waste; and 

The SA should include an objective 

about waste reduction and recycling. 
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 get the most environmental benefit from that investment, through increased recycling of resources and recovery 

of energy from residual waste using a mix of technologies. 

Government Review of Waste 

Policy in England 2011, Defra, 

June 2011 

Prioritise efforts to manage waste in line with the waste hierarchy and reduce the carbon impact of waste; 

Develop a range of measures to encourage waste prevention and reuse, supporting greater resource efficiency; 

Develop voluntary approaches to cutting waste, increase recycling, and improve the overall quality of recyclate 

material, working closely with business sectors and the waste and material resources industry; 

Consult on the case for higher packaging recovery targets for some key materials; 

Support energy from waste where appropriate, and for waste which cannot be recycled; 

Work to overcome the barriers to increasing the energy from waste which Anaerobic Digestion provides, as set out in 

the new AD strategy; 

Consult on restricting wood waste from landfill and review the case for restrictions on sending other materials to 

landfill. 

Support initiatives which reward and recognise people who do the right thing to reduce, reuse and recycle their 

waste; 

Work with councils to increase the frequency and quality of rubbish collections and make it easier to recycle; 

Encourage councils to sign the new Recycling & Waste Services Commitment, setting out the principles they will 

follow in delivering local waste services; 

Protect civil liberties by stopping councils from criminalising householders for trivial bin offences, while ensuring that 

stronger powers exist to tackle those responsible for flytipping and serious waste crime; 

Support councils and the waste industry in improving the collection of waste from smaller businesses; 

Reduce the burden of regulation and enforcement on legitimate business, but target those who persistently break 

the law. 

Objective on managing waste in 

accordance with the waste hierarchy, 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 

energy generation, reducing crime. 

Working with the Grain of 

Nature: A Biodiversity Strategy 

for England (Defra, 2002) 

This strategy aims to bring the issue of biodiversity to the forefront of policy making. It suggest that biodiversity 

should be a fundamental consideration in: 

 Agriculture: encouraging the management of farming and agricultural land so as to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity; 

 Water: ensuring that water is used in sustainable ways; 

 Woodland: promote enhanced biodiversity as part of woodland management and the extension of woodlands; 

 Urban areas: where biodiversity needs to become a part of the development of policy on sustainable 
communities, urban green space and the built environment. 

The SA should include an objective 

about biodiversity that covers the 

protection of species and their 

habitats. This could be linked to a 

broader objective about the protection 

of the natural environment. 
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The strategy sets out biodiversity aims and objectives for 5 habitat sites. It also includes indicators of Biodiversity. 

PAS 2010: 2006 Planning to 

halt the loss of Biodiversity 

PAS 2010 is aimed at all competent authorities involved in the planning process. It provides a key source of 

information on biodiversity and planning. PAS specifies a procedure by which a competent authority can implement 

biodiversity statute, policy and good practice.  

The SA should include an objective 

about biodiversity that covers the 

protection of species and their 

habitats. This could be linked to a 

broader objective about the protection 

of the natural environment. 

Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities Act 2006 

Places a biodiversity duty on public bodies and statutory undertakers to ensure due regard to the conservation of 

biodiversity. 

Include an objective on conserving and 

enhancing biodiversity 

Securing Biodiversity: A New 

Framework for Delivering 

Priority Habitats and Species in 

England, Defra and Natural 

England, 2008 

Aims include to: 

 achieve biodiversity enhancements across whole landscapes and seascapes; 

 achieve our priority habitat targets through greater collective emphasis on habitat restoration and expansion; 

 support the restoration of designated sites, including by enhancing the wider countryside in which they sit; 

Objective to protect and enhance 

biodiversity 

The Conservation (Natural 

Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 

(as amended) 

Country agencies may enter into management agreements to secure the conservation of a site, and provide for the 

control of potentially damaging operations, whereby consent from the country agency may only be granted once it 

has been shown through appropriate assessment that the proposed operation will not adversely affect the integrity 

of the site.  However, an operation may proceed where there are no alternative solutions and which must be carried 

out for reasons of overriding public interest. In such instances the Secretary of State must secure compensation to 

ensure the overall integrity of the Natura 2000 system. 

It is an offence to deliberately capture, kill, disturb, or trade in the animals listed, or pick, collect, cut, uproot, destroy, 

or trade in the plants listed, except through the granting of licences 

Competent authorities should consider or review planning permission and restrict or revoke permission where the 

integrity of the site would be adversely affected. 

Objective to protect and enhance 

biodiversity including designated sites, 

and incorporate the findings of a 

Habitats Regulations Assessment. 

World Class Places: The 

Government’s Strategy for 

Improving Quality of Place, 

DCLG, May 2009 

Vision: to ensure that all places are planned, designed and developed to provide everyone, including future 

generations, with a decent quality of life and fair chances. 

Objectives: 

1 Strengthen leadership on quality of place at the national and regional level. Actions include boosting the role of 

ministerial design champions. 

2 Encourage local civic leaders and local government to prioritise quality of place. Actions include improving 

support and training on quality of place for civic leaders and planning committee members and developing 

options for measuring quality of place and establishing this measure as a local government indicator. 

3 Ensure relevant government policy, guidance and standards consistently promote quality of place and are user-

Include objectives to ensure that all 

new development is built to a high 

standard of design that enhances the 

quality of places. 
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friendly. Actions include introducing new planning policy on the historic environment and green infrastructure. 

4 Put the public and community at the centre of place-shaping. Actions include promoting and funding more user 

engagement in the design of new public buildings. 

5 Ensure all development for which central government is directly responsible is built to high design and 

sustainability standards and promotes quality of place. Actions include establishing design thresholds for all new 

government funded building programmes. 

6 Encourage higher standards of market-led development. Actions include developing and promoting the business 

case for investing in high quality development 

7 Strengthen quality of place skills, knowledge and capacity. Actions include strengthening the Government’s 

regional offer to local authorities, public services and developers. 

Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy 

for England’s Wildlife and 

Ecosystem Services, Defra, 

2011 

Promoting a more integrated large-scale approach to conservation on land and at sea: 

 Establish more coherent and resilient ecological networks on land that safeguard ecosystem services for the 
benefit of wildlife and people 

 Establish and effectively manage an ecologically coherent network of marine protected areas which covers in 
excess of 25% of English waters by the end of 2016, and which contributes to the UK’s achievement of Good 
Environmental Status under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

 Take targeted action for the recovery of priority species, whose conservation is not delivered through wider 
habitat-based and ecosystem measures 

 Ensure that ‘agricultural’ genetic diversity is conserved and enhanced wherever appropriate 
Putting people at the heart of biodiversity policy: 

 Work with the biodiversity partnership to engage significantly more people in biodiversity issues, increase 
awareness of the value of biodiversity and increase the number of people taking positive action 

 Promote taking better account of the values of biodiversity in public and private sector decision-making, 
including by providing tools to help consider a wider range of ecosystem services 

 Develop new and innovative financing mechanisms to direct more funding towards the achievement of 
biodiversity outcomes 

Reducing environmental pressures: 

 Improve the delivery of environmental outcomes from agricultural land management practices, whilst increasing 
food production 

 Reform the Common Agricultural Policy to achieve greater environmental benefits 
Forestry: 

 Bring a greater proportion of our existing woodlands into sustainable management and expand the area of 
woodland in England 

Planning and development: 

 Through reforms of the planning system, take a strategic approach to planning for nature within and across local 
areas. This approach will guide development to the best locations, encourage greener design and enable 
development to enhance natural networks. We will retain the protection and improvement of the natural 

Include objectives to: 

 Protect and enhance ecological 

networks 

 Protect and enhance species and 

habitats 

 Protect and improve water quality 

 Reduce flood risk 

 Reduce air pollution 
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environment as core objectives of the planning system 

 Establish a new, voluntary approach to biodiversity offsets and test our approach in pilot areas 
Water management: 

 Align measures to protect the water environment with action for biodiversity, including through the river basin 
planning approach under the EU Water Framework Directive 

 Continue to promote approaches to flood and erosion management which conserve the natural environment 
and improve biodiversity 

 Reform the water abstraction regime. The new regime will provide clearer signals to abstractors to make the 
necessary investments to meet water needs and protect ecosystem functioning. We will also take steps to tackle 
the legacy of unsustainable abstraction more efficiently 

Management of the marine environment: 

 Develop 10 Marine Plans which integrate economic, social and environmental considerations, and which will 
guide decision- makers when making any decision that affects, or might affect, a marine area. This action in 
England is part of the UK vision for ‘clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas’ 

Fisheries 

 Implement actions and reforms to ensure fisheries management directly supports the achievement of wider 
environmental objectives, including the achievement of Good Environmental Status under the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive 

Air pollution 

 Reduce air pollution impacts on biodiversity through approaches at national, UK, EU and international levels 
targeted at the sectors which are the source of the relevant pollutants (nitrogen oxides, ozone, sulphur dioxide, 
ammonia) 

Invasive non-native species 

 Continue to implement the Invasive Non-Native Species Framework Strategy for Great Britain 

The Natural Choice: securing 

the value of nature, Defra, June 

2011 

Objectives include: 

 Protecting and improving our natural environment 

 Growing a green economy 

 Reconnecting people and nature 

Include objectives to protect and 

improve the environment. 

UK National Ecosystem 

Assessment Synthesis of Key 

Findings, June 2011 

The UK NEA is the first analysis of the UK natural environment in terms of the benefits it provides to society and the 

nation’s continuing prosperity. It is based on the processes that link human societies and their well-being with the 

environment and emphasises the role of ecosystems in providing services that bring improvements in well-being to 

people.  It identifies ways in which we should respond to the challenge, including the following: 

 

 Reversing declines in ecosystem services will require the adoption of more resilient ways of managing 
ecosystems, and a better balance between production and other ecosystem services 

 Ecosystem services are critically important to our well-being and economic prosperity, but are consistently 
undervalued in conventional economic analyses and decision making. Contemporary economic and participatory 

Does not set any policy objectives. 
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techniques need to be adopted in everyday decision-making practice. 

 A move to sustainable development will require changes in individual and societal behaviour and adoption of a 
more integrated approach to ecosystem management. 

 It will require an appropriate enabling environment of a mix of regulations, technology, financial investment and 
education, and the involvement of a wide range of different actors, including government, the private sector, 
voluntary organisations and civil society at large. 

The Technical Report sets out an assessment of the services, benefits and challenges of specific types of ecosystems, 

including woodlands, freshwaters and enclosed farmland. 

National Character Area 

Profiles, Natural England, 2012 

Trent Valley Washlands opportunities: 

 Carefully plan and manage new development within the NCA to ensure that landscape character and ecosystem 

services are strengthened, that heritage features, wildlife habitats, woodland and the hedgerow network are 

enhanced, and that opportunities for creation of multifunctional green infrastructure are realised so that this 

landscape is resilient to the forces of change that it is experiencing. 

 Manage and enhance the Trent Valley Washlands’ river and flood plain landscape to combine its essential 

provision and regulation of water role with landscape enhancement, nature conservation, climate regulation, 

farming, recreation and a resource for understanding geodiversity. 

 Protect, manage and enhance the pastoral landscape of the Trent Valley Washlands, seeking to join up and 

expand areas of pasture and associated attributes and habitats, to preserve heritage features, enhance 

biodiversity and geodiversity, protect farmland and provide additional recreational opportunities. 

 Protect and enhance the historic environment of the Trent Valley Washlands and their characteristic historic 

landscape. Increase awareness of the richness of this resource, protect it from neglect and physical damage, and 

ensure that future development complements and enhances the sense of history of the NCA. 

 

Mease/Sence Lowlands opportunities: 

• Protect and appropriately manage this important network of natural and manmade rivers, streams, ponds, 

canals and other wetland habitats for its internationally important populations of white-clawed crayfish, spined 

loach and bullhead fish and their contribution to sense of place, water quality and climate regulation. 

• Manage and conserve the woodland habitat of the landscape and plan to expand appropriately scaled woodland 

cover, particularly in The National Forest, to increase people’s access and enjoyment and to secure opportunities 

to enhance biomass and biodiversity and manage the impact of climate change. 

• Protect and appropriately manage the historic character, settlement pattern and features of this landscape, in 

particular its ancient woodlands, veteran trees, landscaped parklands and areas of archaeological interest, 

including ridge and furrow. 

• Protect the overall strong rural, open and tranquil character of this well- ordered lowland agricultural landscape; 

increase the opportunity to encourage sustainable food production; and enhance access to and enjoyment of 

SA should include objectives to 

conserve and enhance landscape, 

biodiversity, heritage, geodiversity and 

the water environment, and to create 

multifunctional green infrastructure, 

manage flood risk, mitigate climate 

change, protect the best agricultural 

land and promote recreation and 

access to open space. 
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the wider countryside for both residents and visitors. 

 

 Arden opportunities: 

• Manage and enhance the valuable woodlands, hedgerows, heaths, distinctive field boundaries and enclosure 

patterns throughout the NCA, retaining the historic contrast between different areas whilst balancing the needs 

for timber, biomass production, climate regulation, biodiversity and recreation. 

• Create new networks of woodlands, heaths and green infrastructure, linking urban areas like Birmingham and 

Coventry with the wider countryside to increase biodiversity, recreation and the potential for biomass and the 

regulation of climate change. 

• Conserve and enhance Arden’s strong geological, industrial and cultural resource to increase public access, 

enjoyment, recreation and to retain a sense of place and history. 

• Enhance the value of Arden’s aquatic features such as the characteristic river valleys, meadows and standing 

water areas like Bittell reservoirs, to increase resource protection e.g. soil erosion, soil quality and water quality. 

A Strategy for England’s Trees, 

Woods and Forests, Defra, June 

2007 

• provide, in England, a resource of trees, woods and forests in places where they can contribute most in terms of 

environmental, economic and social benefits now and for future generations 

• ensure that existing and newly-planted trees, woods and forests are resilient to the impacts of climate change and 

also contribute to the way in which biodiversity and natural resources adjust to a changing climate 

• protect and enhance the environmental resources of water, soil, air, biodiversity and landscapes (both woodland 

and non-woodland), and the cultural and amenity values of trees and woodland 

• increase the contribution that trees, woods and forests make to the quality of life for those living in, working in or 

visiting England 

• improve the competitiveness of woodland businesses and promote the development of new or improved markets 

for sustainable woodland products and ecosystem services where this will deliver identifiable public benefits, 

nationally or locally, including the reduction of carbon emissions 

Include objectives to promote 

sustainable construction practices in 

new developments, and promoting the 

use of green infrastructure including 

trees and woodlands within new 

developments for multiple social and 

environmental benefits including 

climate change adaptation. 

Government Forestry and 

Woodlands Policy Statement, 

Defra, January 2013 

 We are fully committed to protecting our woodland assets from the ever-increasing range and scale of threats. 

 We are committed to sustaining, managing and improving our forests and woodlands so that they can 

contribute to economic growth and benefit people and nature. 

 We believe that there is scope for increasing England’s woodland cover significantly to achieve greater 

economic, social and environmental benefits. We expect that closer and more effective joint working between 

Government and the sector can deliver 12% woodland cover by 2060.  

 We are fully committed to valuing the many social and environmental benefits of woodlands and to developing 

new market opportunities to realise these. 

Given the limited available land in 

Tamworth, there is almost no scope to 

increase woodland cover. 

Water for Life White Paper, 

Defra, December 2011 

 Tackling water pollution, particularly diffuse pollution from agriculture, mines and wastewater treatment plant, 

and encouraging drainage systems to reduce flood risk and run-off. 
Include objectives to protect and 

improve water quality and increase 
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 Tackling overabstraction, taking remedial action before damage is beyond repair.  

 Supporting growth and innovation, including through planning for the long term and doing as much as possible 

to conserve water in the supply system, in business and at home. 

 Using water more efficiently. 

water efficiency  

Future Water – The 

Government’s Water Strategy 

for England, Defra, February 

2008 

The vision of the strategy is for by 2030 at the latest: 

 improved the quality of our water environment and the ecology which it supports, and continued to provide high 

levels of drinking water quality from our taps; 

 sustainably managed risks from flooding and coastal erosion, with greater understanding and more effective 

management of surface water; 

 ensured a sustainable use of water resources, and implemented fair, affordable and cost reflective water charges; 

 cut greenhouse gas emissions; and 

 embedded continuous adaptation to climate change and other pressures across the water industry and water 

users. 

Include objectives to protect and 

improve water quality, manage and 

reduce the risk of flooding, and ensure 

climate change mitigation and 

adaptation. 

Waterways for Tomorrow. 

DEFRA June 2000 

This publication outlines the changing face of the inland waterway and summarises the many uses and benefits of the 

waterways.  

The SA needs to consider healthy 

lifestyles. 

Planning a Future for the Inland 

Waterways – a good practical 

guide, Inland Waterways 

Amenity Advisory Council, Dec 

2001 

This guide is intended to improve the general understanding of the role and potential of inland waterways, and to 

help ensure that the planning process is used effectively to achieve successful waterway-related projects bringing 

about improvement and change. 

The SA needs to consider healthy 

lifestyles. 

Waterways and Development 

Plans. British Waterways. Feb 

2003. 

This document has two main aims: 

 to encourage local authorities to adopt a holistic and comprehensive approach to protecting and promoting the 
multi functional nature of inland waterways; and 

 to advise local planning authorities on the key planning policy issues relating to the waterways. 

The SA needs to consider healthy 

lifestyles. 

Climate Change Act 2008 Sets emission reduction targets for 2020 and 2050.   

 to reduce the net UK carbon account for the year 2050 to at least 80% below the level of net UK emissions of 
targeted greenhouse gases in 1990. 

 the carbon budget for 2018-2022 must be set to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide by at least 26% by 2020, 
against 1990 levels. 

Also introduces a system of carbon budgeting which constrains the total amount of emissions in a given time period.  

Carbon budget periods will last five years, beginning with the period 2008-2012, and must be set three periods 

ahead.  

Sets out a procedure for assessing the risks of the impact of climate change for the UK, and a requirement on the 

Government to develop an adaptation programme on matters for which it is responsible. The Act also gives powers 

Ensure inclusion of objectives on 

climate change mitigation and 

adaptation. 
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to direct persons or bodies with functions of a public nature and statutory undertakers on assessing the risks of 

climate change, the preparation of reports setting out policies and proposals for addressing those risks and assessing 

the progress made towards implementing those proposals and policies. 

Also includes: 

 a power to introduce charges for single use carrier bags; 

 a power to pilot local authority incentive schemes to encourage household waste minimisation and recycling; 

 powers and duties relating to the reporting of emissions by companies and other persons. 

Safeguarding our Soils: A Soil 

Strategy for England, Defra, 

April 2011 

Objectives include: 

 Better protection for agricultural soils, reducing the risk of degradation 

 Protecting and enhancing stores of soil carbon, including protecting valuable peat habitats 

 Preventing soil pollution, particularly from continued atmospheric deposition and the increase in the spreading of 

organic and inorganic materials to land 

 Effective soil protection during construction and development, supporting ecosystems, improving drainage and 

providing green space for communities, and taking sufficient account of soil quality particularly when significant 

areas of the best and most versatile agricultural land are involved. 

 Dealing with our legacy of contaminated land, promoting more sustainable remediation. 

Objectives to protect and enhance soil 

quality.  

Waste and Emissions Trading 

Act 2003 

Places a requirement on the Secretary of State to adopt a strategy to reduce the amount of biodegradable waste sent 

to landfill, including measures to achieve the targets by recycling, composting, biogas production, materials recovery 

or energy recovery. 

Objectives to promote the waste 

hierarchy, reducing landfill and 

recovering energy and materials. 

Natural Environment White 

Paper, June 2011 Improve the quality of our natural environment, and halt the decline in habitats and species, degradation of 

landscapes and erosion of natural capital. 

Create a green economy, in which economic growth and the health of our natural resources sustain each other 

Reconnect people with our fantastic natural environment and ensure fairer access 

Protect and enhance natural assets globally, promoting environmentally and socially sustainable growth 

Objective to protect and enhance 

biodiversity, natural resources and 

landscapes, and to promote the 

development of environmental 

technologies, growth and prosperity 

for all. 

 
 

REGIONAL 

 
PPP Objectives Implications for the SA 

Highways Agency’s Route 

Network Report for the West 

The Route Network Report supports and informs the Regional Spatial Strategy. It provides a strategic assessment of 
the current performance of the motorway and all-purpose trunk roads in the West Midlands region against a range of 
indicators for safety and congestion, and assess the impact on network performance of a range of investment 

Transport is an important issue that 

relates to and impacts on a variety of 
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Midlands decisions. SA objectives including: 

 Reducing the need to travel 

 Access to opportunities, services 
and facilities 

 Protecting the natural and built 
environment 

 Encouraging healthy lifestyles 

 Supporting a diverse and 
competitive economy 

The SA should include an objective 

about encouraging the use of 

alternative modes of transport and 

locating new developments in 

accessible locations. 

River Basin Management Plan 

Humber River Basin District, 

Defra and Environment 

Agency, December 2009 

Physical modifications due to urbanisation, water storage and supply and flood protection are key reasons for failures 
in the Tame, Anker and Mease catchment.  Point source discharges from water industry sewage works and diffuse 
run-off from urban areas also play a key role in determining the status of rivers and lakes in the catchment.  Some key 
actions for the Tame, Anker and Mease catchment are: 

 Improve sewage treatment works at a number of locations to reduce the levels of phosphate, for the River Trent 
designation. 

 Target pollution prevention campaigns around industrial areas in the urban areas, particularly around 
Birmingham and the Black Country. 

 Improve sewage treatment works at a number of locations in the River Mease catchment to reduce the levels of 
phosphate in the SAC site. 

Include an objective to protect and 

improve water quality. 
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PPP Objectives Implications for the SA 

Policing Staffordshire Strategy 

and Plan 2012/13, 

Staffordshire Police and Police 

Authority 

Delivering Quality Services 

 ensure at least 89 per cent of victims of crime are satisfied with the overall service they receive 

 ensure at least 87 per cent of anti-social behaviour victims are satisfied with the overall service they receive. 
Reducing Crime and Disorder 

 reduce the number of violent crimes with injury (including those related to domestic abuse) by five per cent 

 ensure no increase in the number of serious acquisitive crimes. Serious acquisitive crime includes household burglary, 
vehicle crime, personal robbery and business robbery. 

Protecting the Public from Harm 

 achieve a sanction detection rate of at least 60 per cent for priority violence with injury. The sanction detection rate is 
the percentage of crimes for which someone is charged, summonsed, receives a caution or other formal sanction 

 achieve a sanction detection rate for serious acquisitive crime of 21 per cent 

 achieve a sanction detection rate of 31 per cent for rape and other serious sexual offences 

 achieve a resolution rate for hate crimes of at least 57 per cent. 

 ensure no increase in the number of people killed and seriously injured in road collisions. 

The SA needs to consider the 

following issues: 

 Crime and fear of crime 

 Community safety 

 Road safety 

Biodiversity Strategy and 

Action Plan (Staffordshire 

Biodiversity Action Plan 

Steering Group, 2001) 

There is overwhelming evidence that Staffordshire, in common with the rest of the UK, has suffered huge losses of habitats 

and species. One of the main aims of the Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan (SBAP) is to assess how the limited resources 

available can best be used to protect and enhance what remains as well as recreating lost habitats. 

 

The Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan (SBAP) was published by the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust in November 2001. The 
SBAP has been revised twice since the first edition.  The 2013 SBAP revision includes 15 Ecosystem Action Plans.  For 
Tamworth, the relevant ecosystems are: 
 
• River gravels, including Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh, Purple Moor Grass & Rush Pasture and Lowland Meadow 

• Urban, including Open Mosaic on Previously Developed Land, Native Woodland and Lowland Meadow. 

 

The Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan covers the following issues: 

 

 It assesses the biodiversity resource of Staffordshire and highlights gaps in our knowledge.  

 It identifies which national targets are relevant to Staffordshire and translates them to a local level.  

 It identifies local priorities for nature conservation in Staffordshire, allowing resources to be targeted.  

 It ensures that priorities in Staffordshire are consistent with those in neighbouring counties.  

 It promotes the partnership approach allowing resources and effort to be combined for maximum effect.  

The SA should include an 

objective about biodiversity 

which covers the protection 

of species and their habitats.  

This could be linked to a 

broader objective about the 

protection of the natural 

environment or climate 

change. 

Strategic Plan 2008-2013, Strategic Goals: The SA should include 
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South Staffordshire PCT, 

February 2010 

1. Improve children’s health by working as a partner within Staffordshire Children’s Trust to ensure that services for children 

will be high quality, equitable and easy to access 

2. Increase life expectancy and reduce health inequalities by focusing on prevention and lifestyle services to tackle key 

conditions such as heart disease, stroke, cancer and respiratory disease, to improve the quality and length of people’s lives 

and address health inequalities. 

3. Improve access to services by reducing waiting times for hospital treatment, improving access to GPs and NHS dentists, 

redesigning planned and urgent care services. 

4. Improve the quality of the patient experience by raising standards of cleanliness and safety in hospitals and building the 

PCT’s capacity to drive up quality through clinical governance and commissioning. 

5. Improve care for people with long-term conditions through provision of proactive community-based care for patients with 

long-term conditions, by developing individual care plans designed to improve quality of life. The aim is to replace avoidable 

hospital admissions by supporting patients and carers at home and improve, in particular, the quality of stroke care. 

6. Improve mental health and learning disability services providing modern services for vulnerable adults which promote 

their dignity and independence. 

7. Improve end of life care through providing a range of community services (both health and social care) in order to support 

patients near the end of life, to be cared for and to die in their preferred place. 

objectives about: 

 Access to services and 
facilities 

 Encouraging healthy 
lifestyles 

Older People in Staffordshire, 

Staffordshire County Council, 

2006 

The aim of the strategy is to look at the whole range of activities carried out by the County Council and other partner 

organisations which are, or could be, important to improving the quality of life of older citizens in Staffordshire. The Strategy 

aims to be inclusive for all citizens of Staffordshire over the age of fifty years. 

 

The Strategy focuses on achieving outcomes based around four strategic aims: 

 Independence, Choice and Confidence; 

 Health and Well-being; 

 Making a positive contribution – Engaging, Involving and Consulting with older citizens; and 

 Information and Advice. 

With regard to the needs of 

older people the SA should 

consider the following issues 

arising from the strategy: 

 Access to services and 
facilities 

 Affordable, decent and 
appropriate housing 

 Encouraging healthy 
lifestyles 

Planning for Landscape 

Change, Supplementary 

Planning Guidance 

(Staffordshire County Council, 

2000) 

This document provides information about policy and practice for the conservation, enhancement and regeneration of the 

rural landscapes in Staffordshire. It identifies 22 landscape character types. The character types surrounding Tamworth are 

Lowland Village Farmlands to the north and south-west. The Tame River Valley is described as a riparian alluvial lowland and 

land to the south is described as coalfield farmlands. The document includes detailed descriptions of the landscape types and 

their quality. It provides guidance on how to maintain and improve them. 

The SA should consider 

Tamworth’s links with its rural 

surroundings. 

Staffordshire Local Transport 

Plan 2011 (Staffordshire 

County Council, March 2011) 

 Enabling ecocnomic growth without causing congestion 

 Helping businesses access suppliers, markets and a workforce 

 Providing opportunities for residents and visitors to access jobs, training and education 

 Maintaining the current condition of the highway network and its infrastructure 

 Keeping the highway safe and serviceable whilst achieving value for money 

Transport is an important 

issue that relates to and 

impacts a variety of SA 

objectives including: 

 Reducing the need to 
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 Reducing social exclusion faced by residents 

 Improving on our excellent safety record 

 Tackling crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour on the transport network 

 Responding to current and future climatic conditions 

 Encouraging and providing for active travel 

 Minimising the negative impacts of transport on the environment 

 Enhancing the environment through the management and maintenance of the highway network. 

travel 

 Avoiding congestion 

 Access and accessibility  

 Pollution 

 Health 

 Road safety 

 Encouraging cycling and 
walking 

 

The SA should include an 

objective about encouraging 

the use of alternative modes 

of transport and locating new 

developments in accessible 

locations. 

Staffordshire and Stoke-on-

Trent Minerals Local Plan 

(Staffordshire County Council, 

December 1999) 

The County Council is responsible for minerals planning policies. Under the old style Local Plan these policies were contained 

within the Structure Plan and the Minerals Local Plan. Under the new planning system the County Council will be bringing 

forward the Minerals Local Development Framework, a process that has already begun. Until the Minerals Local 

Development Framework is adopted the Minerals Local Plans will continue to be used. 

 

The Minerals Local Plan sets out the following objectives for minerals extraction in Staffordshire: 

 Conserve minerals whilst meeting need; 

 Keep environmental impact of minerals extraction and transport to minimum; 

 Reduce waste and encourage recycling; 

 Encourage sensitive working, restoration and aftercare practices; 

 Protect areas of designated landscape or nature conservation value; and 

 Prevent the unnecessary sterilisation of mineral resources. 

There is only one mineral 

operation in Tamworth. The 

SA does not specifically need 

to consider minerals. 

Encouraging a diverse 

economy, protecting the 

natural environment, design 

and objectives about waste 

take minerals operations into 

account. 

Staffordshire and Stoke-on-

Trent Joint Waste Local Plan 

(Staffordshire County Council 

and City of Stoke on Trent, 

March 2013) 

 To support new waste development that helps minimise greenhouse gas emissions and incorporates appropriate 
measures to mitigate and adapt to the unavoidable impacts of climate change 

 To influence the development process by encouraging resource efficiency in the demolition, construction and the use of 
new buildings. 

 To encourage the maintenance of the network of new or enhanced sustainable waste management facilities 

 To encourage appropriate siting and modern design standards and provide opportunities to enhance existing waste 
management facilities 

 To support job creation, economic growth and investment in Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent by providing sufficient 
opportunities to develop new waste management infrastructure 

The SA should include an 

objective about waste 

reduction and recycling, and 

encouraging resource 

efficiency. The protection of 

the natural environment and 

health are related issues. 
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Shaping the Future of 

Staffordshire 2005-2020: The 

Sustainable Strategy for the 

County (Staffordshire and 

Stoke-on-Trent Strategic 

Partnerships) 

This strategy’s vision is that Staffordshire will be a place where local communities are enabled to develop in places where 

people want to live, work, visit and invest, now and in 2020. 

 

The Strategy focuses on six key priorities: 

 Enhancing the voice and profile of Staffordshire within the West Midlands region as well as nationally, within Europe 
and internationally; 

 Developing strong and sustainable rural communities by improving access to services, opportunities and the number 
and quality of jobs available, while also  protecting and enhancing the environment; 

 Integrating and sustaining transport; 

 Improving health and social care; 

 Supporting the growth of the local economy and encouraging prosperity (including learning and skills) for the benefit of 
individuals, employers and communities; and 

 Sharing data and information to underpin the strategic priorities of the Strategy. 

This strategy provides the 

overarching sustainability 

framework for the county and 

will guide the preparation of 

the SA. 

Staffordshire Geodiversity 

Action Plan 2010, 

GeoConservation Staffordshire 

The Staffordshire GAP provides a framework within which various targets and actions are outlined to deliver a sustainable 

and local approach to the conservation and promotion of the geodiversity of the county.  Objectives are: 

 Partnership and Involvement 

 Site Evaluation and Geo-audit Objective 

 Site Conservation and Management 

 Education and Site Use 

This issue was considered but 

it was felt that it was not 

applicable to the SA, just the 

LDF. 

Corporate Safety Plan 2011-

2014, Stoke-on-Trent and 

Staffordshire Fire and Rescue 

Authority, April 2011 

Sets out how to plan and effectively manage and reduce risks in our community.  Corporate objectives are: 

 Prevent fires and improve fire safety 

 Reduce deaths and injuries from fires, road traffic incidents and other emergencies 

 Provide an effective and efficient emergency response with resources targeted to the risks 

 Be prepared to deal with major threats and emergencies 

 Improve communication and increase our understanding of the diverse needs of our communities 

 Work with our communities to improve quality of life 

 Deliver a service that is committed to providing value for money 

 Develop a continually improving and high performing organisation 

The SA should include 

objectives about access to 

community facilities and 

improving road safety.  

Tame Valley Wetlands 

Landscape Partnership 

The four principal aims are to: 

1. Conserve, enhance and restore built and natural heritage features within the landscape. Working with a range of 
partners and landowners, emphasis will be given to wetland habitats, improving the landscape by linking natural features 
and restoring important built heritage features. 

2. Increase community participation by providing opportunities for people to get involved at different levels with emphasis 
on youth engagement, volunteering, setting up of ‘Friends of’ groups and community-led initiatives, and delivering 
events and activities for local people. 

5.1 The SA should include 

objectives on conserving and 

enhancing landscapes, 

habitats and built heritage, 

improving access to open 

spaces and improving access 

to education and training. 
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3. Improve existing access routes along the River Tame and the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal, through developing the ‘Tame 
Way’, a series of linked trails and themed walks, encompassing a range of natural and built heritage sites, reaching from 
one end of the scheme area to the other. In conjunction with this, the scheme will also provide a range of information 
and interactive learning resources for local people to use to find out more about their local area. 

4. Increase the skills levels within the local population by providing a wide range of training opportunities – from traditional 
heritage skills such as hedge-laying and restoring historic buildings, to transferable skills such as team building, leadership 
and communication skills. 

Central Rivers Initiative Vision: Creating a landscape linking Burton with Tamworth that people are proud of and enjoy, with healthy rivers, lakes and 
valleys attracting wildlife and a thriving, sustainable, economy. 
 
Aims include: 

 A regionally recognised place that people are proud of, involved with, access and enjoy; 

 An attractive landscape, focused on rivers and the lakes formed from restored gravel pits, with natural resources and 
high quality development supporting a thriving and sustainable economy; 

 A wildlife-rich landscape with extensive wetlands, healthy rivers and sustainable mixed farming; 

 Appropriate recreational and business activities that work in harmony with each other and the landscape; 

 Co-ordination of restoration of gravel quarries to achieve most benefit; 

 Increased awareness, understanding and participation in the wildlife, heritage and potential of the landscape.  
 

 To meet the aims the CRI will: 

 Restore habitat at a landscape scale; 

 Negotiate a co-ordinated approach for gravel pit restoration and other land uses. Work closely with the aggregate 
industry to restore worked areas as effectively and quickly as possible; 

 Create a tourism/visitors/recreation plan to link honeypot attractions with activities in the wider area, with zoning so 
that people and wildlife with different needs are all catered for; 

 Improve public access where possible, consistent with the visitors plan. 

The SA should include 

objectives on the 

conservation and 

enhancement of landscape, 

biodiversity and water 

quality, and the promotion of 

sustainable economic growth 

and recreation and access. 

Habitat Regulations 

Assessment: Lichfield District 

and Tamworth Borough, May 

2012 

Cannock Chase SAC is influenced by traffic and visitors from a wide area.  Increases in housing will result in an increase in 
both visitors and car movements to the SAC which would be detrimental unless appropriate mitigation is in place.  Strategic 
allocations within Tamworth of over 100 dwellings should incorporate a visitor impact strategy. 

The SA should ensure no 

adverse impacts on sites of 

international nature 

conservation value. 
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PPP Aims and objectives Implications for the SA 

Tamworth Strategic Plan, 

Tamworth Strategic 

Partnership, 2011 

To create and sustain a thriving local economy and make Tamworth a more aspirational and competitive place to do 

business, we will: 

 Raise the aspiration and attainment levels of young people 

 Create opportunities for business growth through developing and using skills and talent  

 Promote private sector growth and create quality employment locally 

 Brand and market “Tamworth” as a great place to “live life to the full”  

 Create the physical and technological infrastructure necessary to support the achievement of this primary 
outcome. 

To create and sustain a thriving local economy and make Tamworth a more aspirational and competitive place to do 

business, we will: 

 Address the causes of poor health in children and young people; 

 Improve the health and well-being of adults by supporting them to live active, independent lives; 

 Reduce the harm and wider consequences of alcohol abuse on individuals, families and society; 

 Implement ‘Total Place’ solutions to tackling crime and ASB in designated localities; 

 Develop innovative early interventions to tackle youth crime and ASB; and 

 Create an integrated approach to protecting those most vulnerable in our local communities 

This strategy will inform and guide 

the preparation of the SA.  The 

framework should include objectives 

on: 

 Promoting economic growth and 
local employment opportunities 

 Improve infrastructure in 
Tamworth 

 Improve health and wellbeing 

 Reduce crime 

Tamworth Borough Council 

Joint Indoor and Outdoor 

Sports Strategy, PMP, May 

2009 

It is critically important that this strategy helps to meet both local and national targets, particularly in terms of: 

 increasing participation in sport and physical activity by 1% per annum for five years – as set out in the Local 
Area Agreement 

 helping local people to lead a healthier and active lifestyle and reduce health inequalities 

 enabling all 5 -16 year olds to be offered five hours of PE and sport each week and all 16 -19 year olds being 
offered three hours of sport each week 

 meeting the current and future needs of borough residents, particularly taking into consideration the new 
homes and projected population increase planned. 

As such, it is essential that high quality, accessible sport and recreation facilities are provided and local standards and 

recommendations for this study have been developed accordingly. 

The SA should include objective 

about: 

 Access to sport and recreation 
facilities 

 Encouraging healthy lifestyles 

Community Safety Strategy 

2005 – 2008 (Community 

Safety Partnership, 2005) 

A Crime and Disorder Audit was carried out in 2005 which has informed the priority setting of the Tamworth 
Community Safety Partnership. The following priorities have been identified for the period 2005-2008: 
 

 Prolific and other priority offenders; 

 Drugs and alcohol; 

 Violence; 

 Domestic violence; 

 Anti-social behaviour; 

The SA should include an objective 

about crime and community safety. 
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 Communication and Marketing; and 

 Tackling arson, burglary, vehicle crime and criminal damage. 

Contaminated Land  Strategy 

(Tamworth Borough Council, 

2001) 

Tamworth Borough Council is required to inspect land in its area for contamination under Part IIA of the 

Environmental Protection Act 1990. The Act requires local authorities to identify land that is posing unacceptable 

risks to health or the environment and secure remediation where these risks cannot be controlled by other means. 

 

In response to the legislation Tamworth Borough Council prepared a Contaminated Land Strategy in 2001. The 

strategy sets out how the Council will go about identifying contaminated land. So far all sites that are potentially 

contaminated have been identified and a map showing these sites has been prepared. The map is not yet publicly 

available as these sites are only potentially contaminated. Some of the potential sites may have already been 

remediated through development or the sites may pose no risk. The next step will be to carry out detailed 

inspections of priority areas and to decide whether particular areas of land are within the statutory definition of 

contaminated land. 

Contamination is an important issue 

and relates to several SA objectives 

including: 

 Protection of the natural 
environment 

 Locating new development on 
sustainable sites 

 Concerns for human health 

Southern Staffordshire Local 

Investment Plan, Southern 

Staffordshire Local Authorities, 

2011 

Sets out how the Southern Staffordshire authorities of Cannock Chase, Lichfield, South Staffordshire and Tamworth 

will work together during the 4 year Comprehensive Spending Review plan period to deliver the best possible 

outcomes for each Local Authority and how they will work together on agreed thematic priorities for regeneration 

and housing within the area. 

5 key thematic objectives: 

 Increasing housing choice to meet local housing needs and aspirations 

 Targeting poor quality housing and raising housing standards 

 Reducing and preventing homelessness 

 Ensuring a variety of housing and support options are available for our more vulnerable residents 

 Encouraging thriving and sustainable communities 

The SA should include objectives 

about: 

 Affordable, decent and 
appropriate housing 

 Access to services and facilities 

Healthier Housing Strategy 

2011-2014, Tamworth Borough 

Council, October 2011 

This Strategy describes how we will contribute to achieving its vision for healthier housing.  We want to ensure: 

 There are suitable homes for everyone 

 Homes are healthy warm and safe 

 People are able to maintain an independent and healthy lifestyle 

 Neighbourhood environments enable safer and healthier communities 

The SA should include objectives 

about: 

 Affordable, decent and 
appropriate housing 

 Access to services and facilities 

 Promoting healthy lifestyles 

 Protecting and enhancing 
residential amenity 

Open Space Position 

Statement, Tamworth Borough 

Council, July 2007 

Sets out a position statement on open space to enable a better understanding of the nature, location and level of 

local provision of open space throughout Tamworth.  Identifies that, given the scale of deficiencies, it is important 

that the Council protects as much existing provision as possible. 

The SA should consider the following 

issues: 

 Access to open spaces 

 Encouraging healthy lifestyles 

 Protection of the natural 
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environment 

 Biodiversity 

 Participation in community life 

Recreational Open Space 

Review 2011, Tamworth 

Borough Council 

Recommended: 

 Ensuring all residents live within 400m of a good quality open space. 

 addressing deficiencies in good quality open space in the north, mid-west, east and south east by targeting 
improvements to sites in those areas. 

 Focusing on improving the quality and accessibility of open spaces in areas with a low proportion of open 
space/1000 population. 

 Addressing deficiencies in semi-natural green space by setting aside parts of larger sites for more informal 
planting and management. 

 Giving priority to improving sites of low quality/high value, particularly where they are located in areas with a 
low proportion of open space/1000 population. 

 Consideration of options and alternative uses for low quality/low value sites, unless they are located in areas 
with a low proportion of open space/1000 population.  

 Preparation of management plans for all parks and consideration given to meeting Green Flag/Pennant 
standards. 

 Implementation of the urban park designation in the east of the Borough 

 Maximisation of the use of all parks for events and activities (not just the Castle Grounds) 

 Consideration of green infrastructure cross boundary issues 

Include an objective on access to 

good quality open spaces 

Tourism Strategy (Tamworth 

Borough Council, 2005). 

The first Tourism Strategy for Tamworth was published in 2005. Its stated objective is to ensure that the economic 
potential of tourism is released for the benefit of the local economy.  
 

The strategy sets out three key aims: 

 To create a high quality destination with above average visitor satisfaction; 

 To investigate product developments to encourage new and repeat visitors to Tamworth; 

 To develop marketing communications and research to make appropriate management, development and 
investment decisions. 

The SA should consider the following 

issues: 

 Diverse and competitive 
economy 

 Employment opportunities 

 Vitality and viability of town 
centres 

 

These need to be balanced against 

the need to protect the natural and 

historic environment and make the 

best use of land and natural 

resources. 

A Cultural Strategy for 

Tamworth 2007-2010 

(Tamworth Borough Council 

2006). 

This cultural strategy promotes the cultural wellbeing of the Tamworth area.  The aim is to provide a clearly defined 
and focussed plan for cultural services over the next three years and show how Tamworth Borough Council will work 
with partners to enable further improvements and opportunities for cultural provision.  

The SA should consider access by the 

community to cultural facilities. 
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Local Area Agreements/District 

Delivery Plans 

Local Area Agreements (LAAs) are made between central and local government in a local area. Their aim is to achieve 
local solutions that meet local needs, while also contributing to national priorities and the achievement of standards 
set by central government. The LAA’s and District Delivery Plan are still evolving. 

The SA will need to consider the local 

needs reflected in the LAA. 

Conservation Strategy for 

Tamworth, Tamworth Borough 

Council, August 2005 

 To secure more statutory protection for the historic elements of the Borough including additions and revisions 
to the statutory list 

 To prepare and update an index of the Borough’s listed buildings, focusing on information relating to their 
condition, location, use and future 

 To prepare and update a register of locally important historic buildings, which although not included in the 
statutory list are of importance to Tamworth, assessing their condition, location, use and future 

 To positively encourage the restoration of listed buildings identified to be ‘at risk’ through the targeting of 
financial resources 

 To provide more guidance through personal advice and publications to applicants and owners of historic 
buildings, and buildings within conservation areas, regarding protection, maintenance and alterations 

 To provide comprehensive guidance for dealing with Listed Building applications and Conservation Area 
applications as experienced in the development control process 

 To review the existing Conservation Areas, and any additional areas for designation, so securing additional 
protection to unlisted but historically important buildings within the Borough 

 To secure the retention of trees within Conservation areas which make a positive contribution to the visual 
amenity of the area 

 To adopt a positive role towards archaeology with improvements to the existing records and preservation in situ 
of important archaeological deposits 

 To prepare and update a register of locally important historic landscapes, which although not included on the 
statutory list, are of importance to Tamworth, assessing their condition, location, use and possibilities for 
restoration 

The SA should include objectives to: 

 Protect and enhance heritage 
assets 

 Protect and enhance 
townscapes 

Tamworth Sustainable 

Community Strategy 2008-

2021, Tamworth Local Strategic 

Partnership, January 2008 

People: 

 To improve educational attainment, skills development and aspiration raising for the whole community 

 To help people lead a healthier active lifestyle and reduce health inequalities 

 To reduce the incidence of ASB, violence (including domestic violence) and criminal damage offences. 

 To reduce the impact of substance/alcohol misuse on individuals and communities 

 To provide support for parents and young people especially for families in need, supported by integrated service 
delivery 

 To improve carers’ well being 

 To improve inclusion and choice for older and disabled adults – housing, leisure, employment 

 To reduce the number of young people offending and entering the Criminal Justice System 

 To improve mental health 
Places: 

 To provide locality working initiatives with emphasis on vulnerable localities 

Include objectives to: 

 Improve education and skills 

 Promote healthy lifestyles and 
reduce health inequalities 

 Reduce crime 

 Ensure access to services and 
facilities 

 improve community 
engagement and cohesion 

 mitigate and adapt to climate 
change 

 protect and enhance biodiversity 

 improve access to open spaces 
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 To improve community engagement and cohesion 

 To reduce domestic burglaries and theft from motor vehicles 

 To implement robust strategies for mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change 

 To enhance provision and access to priority habitats and local nature reserves 

 To address the provision of affordable housing, preventing homelessness, addressing housing needs and 
improving the condition of the housing stock 

Prosperity: 

 To regenerate/rejuvenate Tamworth’s Town Centre 

 To provide quality sites and premises to encourage business growth, inward investment and higher paid 
employment 

 To better co-ordinate business support and engagement to increase business take-up and understanding 

 To better support local businesses to develop sustainable waste management strategies 

 provide affordable, decent and 
appropriate housing 

 regenerate the town centre 

 secure economic growth and 
employment 

 reduce waste generation and 
increase recycling 

Tamworth Climate Change 

Strategy, Instinctively Green, 

2011 

 Introduce a series of programme initiatives which promote a reduction in car dependency such as a TSP Car 
Sharing Day and a Cycle to School Event Day. 

 Complete the final parts of Tamworth’s cycle network. 

 Work with public transport providers to increase transport capacity and regularity of service within and out of 
Tamworth. 

 Support businesses to actively promote staff travel plans/car sharing 

 Investigate establishing a local electric car network/service, including car club and making electric re-charging 
easily available 

 businesses will realise what suppliers are on their doorstep, which will help contribute to a reduced carbon 
footprint, by reducing miles travelled and \keeping money circulating through the local economy 

 Identify an area within Tamworth to become the Green environment, an exemplar area which needs investment 
where pilot projects can be undertaken to demonstrate how to reduce energy use, improve energy efficiency, 
test renewable energy systems, on homes, businesses and people. 

 Run a series of projects such as Private and Public housing high energy efficiency programme. 

 Support local businesses in this area. Help them to make business changes and become exemplar companies 

 Investigate the potential for a large-scale renewable energy centre in or close to Tamworth.  The centre will 
serve as a demonstration centre and will provide renewable energy to a number of homes and local businesses 

 Explore options for other renewable energy schemes such as large scale PV installation on public buildings and 
wind farms. 

 Continue to work with partners across the county to decrease levels of waste and make better use of waste 
products including expanding the waste incineration and explore options for energy generation 

Include objectives to: 

 Reduce the need to travel, 
especially by car 

 Encourage cycling 

 Improve public transport 
infrastructure 

 Improve energy efficiency 

 Increase renewable energy 
generation 

 Decrease waste generation and 
increase resource recovery 

Tamworth & Lichfield Seeks to promote: Include objectives to: 
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Economic Strategy 2011, 

Tamworth Borough Council and 

Lichfield District Council,  

 Greater inward investment into the area, with an accent on attracting high growth / value added sectors and 
new industries. 

 An enhanced ‘enterprise culture’, leading to higher rates of new business formations, survival rates and new job 
opportunities. 

 Further growth amongst indigenous businesses and a resultant growth in employment opportunities for local 
people. 

 An enhanced reputation for Tamworth and Lichfield as a place in which it is ‘easy to do business’, with a well 
connected and supported, thriving business community which offers a multitude of business opportunities and 
is sustainable as a strong economy for the foreseeable future. 

Objectives: 

 To support business through the creation of a powerful network that promotes use of local resources and 
expertise, and provides clear easy access to business support provided through other organisations, such as the 
Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP. 

 To maximise inward investment and local business growth, particularly in key priority sectors, based on the key 
locational advantages of the area 

 A consistently good quality of business related infrastructure that directly supports the needs of the local 
business community and its workforce, and underpins the sustainability that is needed for growth. 

 Thriving and sustainable town / city centres that meet the needs of local residents, workforce and visitors adding 
to a stronger reputation and image of the area. 

 A motivated and capable workforce with the right work ethos, access to the right training and the skills to 
support their development and the needs of the local business community. 

 Promote new businesses and 
employment opportunities, 
especially in high growth and 
high value-added sectors 

 Promote town centre vitality 

Draft Tamworth Borough 

Integrated Transport Strategy 

2014-2031, Staffordshire 

County Council, May 2014 

The draft Transport Strategy identifies the following priorities for the future: 
 

 accommodating proposed brownfield and Sustainable Urban Extensions; 

 manage congestion and reduce carbon emissions on the local network and A5(T); 

 support retail and housing growth and job creation in the town centre that complements Ventura Park; 

 improve public transport connectivity to the West Midlands conurbation; 

 provide sustainable transport connectivity to key destinations throughout the urban area; 

 maintain the current condition and safety of the highway network; 

 improve public transport connectivity and quality of life for local communities; 

 raise awareness of environmental issues and encourage people to lead more sustainable lifestyles, helping to 
reduce carbon emissions. 

SA Framework should include 

objectives to reduce congestion and 

improve sustainable transport 

infrastructure. 

Tamworth Borough Biodiversity 

Opportunity Mapping Study, 

Divides the Borough into discreet habitat areas based on local knowledge and habitat and species data.  Identifies 

opportunities for localised habitat work throughout the Borough based around identifying potential new locations for 

No policy objectives are set by the 

study. 
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PPP Aims and objectives Implications for the SA 

2010 the development of habitat types, softening existing areas of open space through the introduction of nature areas, 

management of existing resources such as hedgerows and ditches, creating links and connectivity between habitat 

locations and encouraging diversity vegetation structures alongside key transport corridors across the borough. 
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