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       The College is perfect as it is. It 
functions well, why move it? Surely, 
the money proposed to invest in 
moving the present provision could be 
used for better purposes. If something 
isn’t broke, why fix it? 

     We worked closely with the 
college to look at options for a new 
location. The move to the Co-op 
department store represents a great 
opportunity for both the college and 
the town centre.
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       What we need is decent shops in 
the town centre, Tamworth council 
needs to make it attractive to 
business and right now there’s 
nothing worth going in for. The only 
time I go is for the bank. Ankerside is 
dead and not worth the hassle, no 
interesting shops, I prefer Lichfield

     This bid aims to create the best 
possible conditions for businesses 
based on what the market currently 
demands. Retailers will only open in 
an area if there is good demand for 
that business. As part of the project, 
we will be creating more flexible, 
more affordable space for smaller, 
independent retailers, hospitality and 
leisure businesses, as well as 
professional and service businesses. 
We cannot force certain businesses 
to the town, but hope that ‘if we build 
it, they will come’.
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       The rents are too high for small 
businesses, but it’s the small, unique 
businesses that would look nice in the 
town, it needs addressing! 

    Most properties in Tamworth town 
centre are owned by private 
landlords who set their own rents. 
Business rates are set by the 
Government. As part of this project 
we plan to create more space for 
small businesses that is owned by 
the council so we therefore have 
more control over the rents paid and 
can ensure it is an affordable and 
attractive prospect for independent 
and start-up firms.
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       Instead of keeping putting big 
name shops out of town in to Ventura 
Park, they should be put into our town 
centre, that would get the people back 
in, and also expensive parking round 
the town is ridiculous, when Ventura 
Park is free.

     As a council, we have limited 
powers around where shops are 
located. For the most part, town 
centres no longer appeal to big name 
retailers as they do not have units 
that are big enough. Any applications 
for new businesses to open can only 
be assessed on pre-determined 
planning rules and regulations. 
If an application meets those 
criteria, the council has little room 
to refuse them.
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       How far do they think £21m is 
going to go?

     The overall investment will be 
much greater, based on additional 
investment from other partners 
including South Staffordshire College 
and Tamworth Borough Council.
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       Haven’t got the money to support 
key workers in these times but let’s 
just move Tamworth College and 
rebuild the town!

     We have secured this funding 
from the Government’s Future High 
Streets Fund, which is specifically to 
‘renew and reshape town centres’. 
The criteria around how it can be 
spent are very fixed. This money is in 
addition to any other council budgets 
or activities. TBC has been support-
ing the community through the 
pandemic in many ways, but this is 
completely separate to the Future 
High Streets Fund bid – a process 
which began way before the 
pandemic started.
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       No point unless the council can 
reduce leasing and business rates 
because small businesses can’t 
compete with the big retail park.

     Business rates are set by the 
Government and many rents are set 
by private landlords. By looking to 
create more council-owned retail 
and office space, we will be able to 
have more influence over rents and 
ensure conditions are more 
favourable to small businesses.
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       I don’t get it either could use the 
money on so much better things. I 
don’t see why they don’t move the 
college to the police station if 
anything as that’s for sale anyway!. 
It’s a shame Tamworth town centre is 
nothing like it was many years ago. I 
believe they need to concentrate on 
placing things in the town that will 
bring more footfall and bring it back to 
its once better days.

     The police station site on its own 
is not big enough for the college. 
There are also various difficulties 
surrounding this site including 
multiple land ownerships, with 
covenants and restrictions on the 
land, which meant a high risk to the 
project.  Also the police station site is 
edge of the town centre; the Future 
High Streets Fund had to be very 
clearly used to deliver projects in the 
core town centre. There are other 
more suitable uses being explored 
for the police station site.
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       Moving the college to town will 
make more business for food venues 
in town not for any other shops.
They need to do away with the shops 
like Ankerside and move them to the 
smaller premises they want to build 
with cheaper rent so they stop going 
under. Then turn Ankerside into a 
designer outlet which will draw more 
people away from Ventura and people 
into the town again. I think moving 
and creating a new college is a waste 
of the funding.

     Ankerside Shopping Centre is 
privately-owned and not something 
TBC has influence over.

This bid is focused on creating the 
best possible conditions to attract 
new businesses to set up in 
Tamworth town centre.
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       We need shops to get the 
footfall back, and not card or 
phone shops.

    Unfortunately market demand and 
consumer shopping habits have been 
moving away from high street retail 
for several years now, in favour of 
online shopping, and this has led to 
the collapse of many national chains. 
All town centres have been victim to 
this. Businesses will only open in an 
area if there is demand. The nature 
of local businesses is driven by 
demand – if they weren’t being used, 
they wouldn’t survive.
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       Leave college alone, do 
something with old co-op store at 
Wilnecote or John Lewis won’t attract 
shoppers in Tamworth especially with 
high parking fees in Ankerside!

    Neither the John Lewis site, 
nor the Co-op site at Wilnecote are 
owned by the council. Planning 
applications have been submitted by 
developers to regenerate both sites. 
Tamworth Borough Council can only 
assess applications in line with 
Government rules and regulations.
Ankerside Shopping Centre is 
privately owned and therefore 
makes its own businesses 
decisions, including determining 
parking charges.
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       When did this consultation take 
place. Were residents asked via post 
for their opinions or did it take place 
behind closed doors?

    In 2019, we ran an extensive 
engagement campaign called 
‘Tamworth…What’s Next?’ asking people 
their ideas about the future of the town 
centre. This was part of an ongoing 
strategy to ensure the high street thrives 
amid changing consumer habits and 
needs. The seven-month campaign was 
promoted for several weeks in the 
Tamworth Herald, on the Tamworth 
Borough Council website, on local radio, 
TV and social media. It included surveys 
and several workshops in Marmion House 
with the Leader of the Council. 
Hundreds of people took part.
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