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7.55 The key issues arising are: 

• there are sufficient adult football pitches to meet demand on the peak day 
(9 pitches) 

• there is a significant undersupply of junior football pitches at peak time 
(Saturday PM) of 18.5 pitches 

• there is a large undersupply of mini football pitches at peak time 
(Saturday AM) equal to 11 pitches 

• there is a minor oversupply of cricket pitches at peak time (Saturday PM) 
equal to 0.2 pitches 

• there is a undersupply of junior rugby pitches at peak time (Sundays AM) 
equal to 5.5 pitches 

• there is a large oversupply of hockey pitches at peak time (Saturday PM) 
equal to 8 pitches. 

7.56 These results are based on the assumption that teams wish to play on pitches which 
meet the National Governing Body recommendations for their age category. 
However, we are aware that in Tamworth, some junior football teams play on senior 
sized pitches. This means that the oversupply of adult pitches may not be borne out 
in reality and indeed, when amalgamating the total supply of adult and junior pitches 
(on the peak day for junior football) and balancing this against total demand there is 
an overall shortfall of pitches.  

7.57 In addition to the community facilities offering full public access, three schools in 
Tamworth offer casual access for teams and eight schools offer no community 
access. As highlighted, these sites do not fall under the definition of secured 
community use and have therefore been excluded from calculations. A lack of 
secured community use agreement means that there is no long term guarantee that 
the pitch will be available. When including these pitches within an alternative 
scenario PPM calculations the undersupply of junior pitches decreases to 11.5 
pitches. 

Analysing provision in Tamworth in more detail 

7.58 Analysing pitch provision in Tamworth as a whole disguises the patterns of supply 
and demand within different geographical areas. The recommended local 
accessibility standard is a 10 minute walk time and it is therefore important to 
consider pitch provision at a localised level (although there is also an accepted need 
to travel for competitive matches). The adequacy of provision in the six geographical 
analysis areas is set out in Table 7.17. 

7.59 Demand has been classified according to the home ground at which a club plays. 
This means that consideration of the table in isolation may disguise areas of shortfall 
arising as a result of ‘invisible need’ ie areas where there are no pitches but demand 
is present. This will be returned to later. 
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Table 7.17 – Summary of PPM results by analysis area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.60 The keys issues arising from Table 7.17 are as follows: 

• there is an oversupply of adult football pitches in all areas of the borough 
except the West, where there is pressure on existing pitches (however, it is 
important to note that a number of junior teams are currently playing on adult 
pitches, therefore in reality there is an overall deficit of pitches) 

• there is an undersupply of junior football pitches in four of the six areas in the 
borough, indicating that junior teams may currently being playing on adult 
pitches 

• there is an overall shortfall of 11 mini soccer pitches, with shortfalls located in 
three of the six analysis areas 

• there is a minor oversupply (0.2 pitches) of cricket pitches in the borough 

• there is a minor oversupply of adult rugby union pitches, equivalent to 0.5 
pitches. However, there is a shortfall of 5.5 junior rugby union pitches. 
Considering there is only one rugby club in the borough, this suggests that 
the junior teams currently play on adult pitches 

• there is a large oversupply of hockey pitches (synthetic turf pitches) in the 
borough, equivalent to 2 pitches 

• only within the South West is the provision of  playing pitches sufficient to 
meet demand 

• the greatest shortfall of pitches is found in the North East (11.6 pitches). 
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7.61 Table 7.18 summarises the findings of the application of the Playing Pitch 
Methodology when also considering school facilities. It emphasises the important role 
that school facilities play as shortfalls are reduced in three areas of the borough.  

Table 7.18 - Summary of PPM results by area including all schools (alternative 
scenario) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Predicting the future  

Team Generation Rates 

7.62 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group 
are required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate 
population age band for the relevant sport (eg for adult football it is the 16-45 age 
group) by the number of teams playing that sport. Calculating TGRs enables fair 
comparison to be made between different areas where similar studies have been 
undertaken. They also enable the projection of likely future participation. 

7.63 TGRs can be calculated for each of the individual disciplines, such as adult men’s 
football, adult women’s football, mini-soccer. Once these TGRs have been 
calculated, they can be brought together to form one TGR for each sport.  

7.64 The TGRs for each sport in Tamworth are shown Tables 7.19 – 7.22 and are 
compared to the national average based on Sport England database of Team 
Generation Rates.  
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Table 7.19 – Football team generation rates 

Age group Tamworth TGR National average 

Senior male 1:331 1:314 

Senior female 1:5,513 1:10,593 

Junior male 1:62 1:71 

Junior female 1:861 1:818 

Mini soccer 1:90 1:141 

Overall average (excluding 
mini soccer) 1:363  

 

7.65 Table 7.19 indicates that with the exception of junior female teams and senior male 
teams, the number of people required across each age group to generate a team is 
lower than the national average. This means that participation is above average.  

Table 7.20 – Cricket team generation rates 

Age group Tamworth TGR National Average 

Senior male 1:9,950 1:1,333 

Senior female 0 1:72,518 

Junior male 0 1:1,481 

Junior female 0 1:15,926 

Overall average  1:24,165  
 

7.66 Table 7.20 indicates that the number of people required across each age group to 
generate a team is significantly above the national average. This is because only one 
team, Wilnecote Cricket Club, are located within the Tamworth Borough boundary. 

Table 7.21 – Rugby Union team generation rates 

Age group Tamworth TGR National Average 

Senior male 1:3,715 1:10,315 

Senior female 1:15,466 1:43,770 

Junior male 1:242 1:1,864 

Junior female 0 1:19,529 

Overall average  1:2,129  
 

7.67 Table 7.21 indicates that the population required to generate one team for both 
senior and junior rugby is significantly less than the national average. This suggests 
that participation levels in rugby are high. 
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Table 7.22 – Hockey team generation rates 

Age group Tamworth TGR National Average 

Senior male 1:3,973 1:7,595 

Senior female 1:4,135 1:10,292 

Junior male 1:2,751 1:4,239 

Junior female 1:2,864 1:5,115 

Overall average 1:3,805  
 

7.68 Consistent with the findings for rugby union, Table 7.22 indicates that the population 
required to generate one team across all age groups is significantly less than the 
national average. This indicates that participation levels in hockey are high. 

Projections for 2026 

7.69 By applying TGRs to population projections for 2026, we can project the theoretical 
number of teams that would be generated over the LDF period and gain an 
understanding of the adequacy of current pitch provision to meet future demand, 
assuming the supply and capacity of pitches does not alter in the interim.   

7.70 Table 7.23 therefore models the likely implications of future population change. 

Table 7.23 - Summary of PPM results by analysis area for 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.71 Table 7.23 indicates that pressure on existing pitches will grow by the year 2026.  

7.72 It has assumed that the structure of the population remains the same. While it is 
difficult to project ahead accurately, in all likelihood, by 2026 there will be a larger 
total older population (aged around 50+). 



SECTION 7 – PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY 

Tamworth Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy Page 104   
  

7.73 This changing population structure may impact on the demand for certain pitch 
sports, although this change will happen gradually. It is important for pitch providers 
to be aware of these changing demographics and be prepared and able to respond. 
These changes will also be influenced by housing projections and additional 
developments in the borough which affect the growth of the population. 

Developing local standards 

7.74 Local standards have been set for playing pitches in terms of quantity, quality and 
accessibility. These are summarised in Table 7.24 and set out in full detail in 
Appendices H, J and K.  

Table 7.24 – Local standards for Pitch Sports 

Key Area  Local Standard 

Access • 10 minute walk time standard to be set for playing pitches 

Quantity • 0.75 hectares per 1,000 population of secured community 
use playing pitches (this includes a strategic reserve of 
10%) 

Quality • new or refurbished facilities should be developed in line 
with Sport England Design Guidance Notes for health and 
fitness gyms (see Appendix J for further information)  

• facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie:  

- level surfaces 

- clean/litter free 

- good provision of changing rooms. 

Pitches should be measured against the quality criteria set out 
in Towards a Level Playing Field. The minimum baseline 
scores targeted should be: 

• 60% for the site and ancillary facilities (the percentage 
score required to be categorised as good) 

• 65% for the pitch area (the score currently required to be 
categorised as a good pitch). This should reflect a 
minimum standard of provision. 

 
 

Summary of need for playing pitches 

7.75 Table 7.25 summarises the adequacy of pitch provision across the borough in terms 
of quality, quantity and accessibility. The key issues and priorities arising out of this 
analysis are set out in Section 11. 
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Table 7.25 - Summary of need for playing pitches 

 Playing Pitch provision 

Q
ua

nt
ity

 

• The ratio of pitches to adults (1:1,221) is above the national average and poor in comparison to other local authorities. 

• The largest pitch providers in the borough are Tamworth Borough Council and schools. These two owners provide 96% of pitches in the 
borough. 

• The quantity of pitches in the borough is generally perceived to be adequate by users, although shortfalls in rugby pitches were perceived to 
inhibit club development.  

• PPM calculations indicate that there is a theoretical shortage of pitch provision within five of the six analysis areas. Only within the South West 
is the quantity of pitches sufficient to meet demand. The greatest shortfalls are for junior football pitches, with four out of the six analysis areas 
having insufficient provision, equating to a theoretical overall shortfall of 18.5 pitches.  

• the supply of adult pitches is significantly greater than demand, however, many junior teams do currently play competitive matches on adult 
pitches. When the supply of adult and junior pitches is considered together, there is an overall shortfall of circa 9 pitches in Tamworth. (This 
takes in to consideration the current carrying capacity of pitches). Furthermore, when considering the fact that the majority of adult teams play 
matches on Sunday mornings there is a more than sufficient amount of pitches available for junior teams to play on a Saturday (the peak day 
for junior football). 

Q
ua

lit
y 

• Site visits indicated that the quality of pitches is generally average to good. This is supported by consultation findings.  

• Deficiencies identified by the PPM and highlighted earlier can be addressed through the improvement of existing pitches (as this increases the 
carrying capacity of pitches). Key issues highlighted by consultation and site assessments with regards to the quality of pitches include: 

- the quality of pitches is generally perceived to be average to good. Anker Valley in particular is highlighted as a high quality site 

- the lack of suitable drainage and poor grass coverage are the most fundamental issues concerning pitches  

- a lack of changing facilities at pitches was highlighted as a key issue through consultation . The majority of Council owned facilities do not 
have any ancillary facilities, which makes them unsuitable for clubs competing in local league competitions. This also leads to issues 
accommodating female teams and problems of providing for junior teams alongside senior teams due to child protection issues 

- there is a lack of dedicated car parking at the majority of sites, creating issues on match days. 

• Despite this, there remain shortfalls in provision when considering only those sites with secured community use. Including all school sites 
within calculations significantly reduces shortfalls in provision. Further improvements to the level of community access will therefore enhance 
pitch provision in the long term. 
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 Playing Pitch provision 
A

cc
es

s 

• Of the 78 pitches identified in Tamworth, 80% are secured for use by the community. Schools that are used by the community (but have no 
formal agreements) are not included within this figure.  

• The role of education institutions that offer informal access in Tamworth cannot be underestimated. As previously identified, if all schools had 
secure community access the shortfall of junior football pitches decreases by 16 pitches to 2.5 pitches.  

• Currently five schools offer informal community use and whilst these school pitches are currently available for use by teams, a lack of security 
surrounding the agreements means that this can change at any time, placing significant pressure on the remaining pitch stock. Long term 
security of these agreements is therefore essential. 

• In addition to these five schools, eight schools have pitches that are currently not available for community use. Securing community use of 
these pitches will also be important if current shortfalls of junior football pitches are to be accommodated. 

• Encouraging schools to permit community use may require financial commitment from the local authority to improve playing surfaces and 
capacity, provide or improve changing accommodation. The BSF programme may offer opportunities to enhance and upgrade facilities in 
future years. The extended schools agenda may also facilitate the use of school facilities for community use. Increasing access to pitches at 
school sites ensures that resources are maximised.  

• More than half of clubs (55%) that responded to the sports club survey indicated that currently, value for money is poor. Nearly three quarters 
of clubs (73%) suggested that they would be willing to pay more if the quality of pitches was to be improved. Following pitch improvements the 
current charging policies should be reviewed and consideration should be given to the implementation of a hierarchy of prices, where higher 
quality facilities are available at a higher fee (building on the current approach where very poor pitches are available free of charge). 
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Multi-use play areas and Skate parks 

Current provision 

8.1 Section eight of this report provides information in relation to the current provision 
and future need for multi-use play areas (MUPAs) and skate parks in Tamworth. 

Quantity 

8.2 There are currently eight MUPAs and one skate park facility in Tamworth, all of these 
facilities have ‘open’ public access and are detailed in Table 8.1.   

Table 8.1 – MUPAs and skate parks 
Facility  Type 

Amington Heath MUPA 

Allensmead MUPA 

Crowden Road MUPA 

Hawksworth MUPA 

Irwell Football Area MUPA 

Parkfield Crescent MUPA 

Rainscar Stoneydelph MUPA 

Wigginton Park MUPA 

Castle Grounds Skate park 
 

8.3 The majority of MUPAs have tarmac surfaces and are fenced. No MUPAs currently 
have floodlighting. 

8.4 Whilst there are no recognised national or regional benchmarks of provision for 
MUPAs and skate parks, it should be noted that this level of provision equates to: 

• 0.106 MUPAs per 1,000 population  

• 0.01 skate parks per 1,000 population. 

Access 

8.5 The location of the eight existing MUPAs and the skate park are shown on Map 8.1 
overleaf.  The map shows the MUPAs are distributed across a range of locations 
across the borough, with most located in close proximity to residential areas.  At least 
one MUPA is provided within each of the analysis areas, with the exception of the 
west analysis area, although it should be noted that Allensmead and Wigginton Park 
MUPAs are located near to this area. 

8.6 All of the MUPAs and the skate park are publicly accessible, free of charge for 
informal activities.  However, during the site visit process, it was noted that there was 
limited directional signage to these facilities and some sites were difficult to find.
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Map 8.1 – Skate parks and MUPAs in Tamworth  
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8.7 Access for disabled users was deemed ‘good’ at the Castle Grounds but ‘poor’ at a 
number of the MUPA sites (eg Wiggington Park and Crowden Road) where the 
pathways were unclear and uphill (site specific scores for wheel chair access and 
footpaths are included within the supporting database supplied). 

Quality 

8.8 Site visits were undertaken to all of the MUPAs and the skate park within the 
borough.  The site visits highlighted that the majority of MUPAs were recently 
installed and were in a good condition.  Nearly all sites were fenced and equipment 
was generally in good condition. However, some of the older sites were perceived to 
be run down and graffiti was identified as an issue.  

8.9 The skate park visited was considered to be run down and in a poor condition. The 
equipment was old and graffiti was a problem at this site.  However, it is 
acknowledged that a new/refurbished facility will be provided in the near future which 
will provide a much enhanced facility and ensure that the skate park does not get 
flooded during poor weather. 

Research and consultation feedback 

8.10 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to MUPAs and skate parks is summarised in Table 8.3 overleaf.  
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Table 8.3 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding MUPAs and skate park provision in Tamworth 
 

Facility Quantity Quality Access 

MUPAs  Survey results indicate that there are mixed 
views on the need for additional MUPAs to 
be provided – see below: 

• household survey results indicate that 
only 13% of respondents consider the 
current MUPA provision to be 
adequate, whilst 58% consider there 
to be not enough MUPA facilities   

•  the results of the on-line survey with 
young people indicate that 48% 
consider there to be enough MUPAs 
in Tamworth, whilst 18% consider 
there to be not enough facilities 

• only 1% of young people surveyed 
selected a MUPA as the facility they 
would most like to see provided in 
Tamworth. 

 

Survey results indicate that views relating to the 
quality of MUPA provision in Tamworth is mixed 
– see below: 

• household survey results show that 15% of 
respondents rate MUPA facilities as good, 
25% rate them average and 18% rate them 
poor (42% no opinion) 

• touchscreen survey results reveal that 20% 
of respondents consider the MUPA 
facilities to be good whilst 40% consider 
them to be average and 12% poor 

• on-line survey results revealed that 12% 
consider MUPA facilities to be good, whilst 
39% consider them average and 12% 
consider them to be poor 

• the three key aspects which household 
survey respondents* consider to be most 
important at a MUPA are:  

- clean/litter free  

- good quality equipment  

- level surface 

• the three key areas where household 
survey respondents were most likely to 
have experienced a problem were:  

- dog fouling  

- litter 

- parking. 

Survey feedback did not highlight any 
significant access issues for residents – 
see below: 

• household survey results  indicate 
that most current users (47%) 
walk to a MUPA with a travel time 
of circa 10-14 minutes  

• household survey results indicate 
that 44% of respondents expect to 
travel to a MUPA on foot, whilst 
43% expect to drive.  The average 
length of journey that respondents 
expect to travel to a MUPA is 12 
minutes, whilst the modal 
response is 10 minutes. 
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Facility Quantity Quality Access 

Skate parks  Survey results indicate that there is 
demand from residents for additional skate 
parks to be provided – see below: 

• household survey results indicate that 
only 17% of respondents consider the 
current skate park provision to be 
adequate, whilst 48% consider there 
to be not enough skate park facilities   

• the results of the on-line survey with 
young people indicate that 43% 
consider there to be enough skate 
parks in Tamworth, whilst 26% 
consider there to be not enough 
facilities 

• 9% of young people surveyed 
selected a skate park as the facility 
they would most like to see provided 
in Tamworth. 

 

Survey results indicate that residents generally 
consider the quality of skate park provision in 
Tamworth to be average/poor – see below: 

• household survey results show that 11% of 
respondents rate skate park facilities as 
good, 19% rate them average and 27% 
rate them poor (43% no opinion) 

• touchscreen survey results reveal that 4% 
of respondents consider the skate park 
facilities to be good whilst 28% consider 
them to be average and 36% poor 

• on-line survey results revealed that 4% 
consider skate park facilities to be good, 
whilst 27% consider them average and 
35% consider them to be poor. 

• the three key aspects which household 
survey respondents* consider to be most 
important at a skate park are:  

- good quality equipment  

- clean/litter free  

- floodlighting 

• the three key areas where household 
survey respondents* were most likely to 
have experienced a problem were:  

- drainage/flooding  

- safety 

- quality of equipment. 
 

Survey feedback did not highlight any 
significant access issues for residents – 
see below: 

• household survey results indicate 
that 39% of respondents expect to 
travel to a skate park on foot, 
whilst 47% expect to drive.  The 
average  length of journey that 
respondents expect to travel to a 
skate park is 15 minutes (for those 
that walk) whilst the modal 
response is 10 minutes. 

* nb sample size responding was very small therefore, responses should be considered more as a guide than a statistically significant response.
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Setting local standards 

MUPAs 

8.11 The key findings set out above highlight that: 

• the existing MUPAs are publically accessible and relatively well distributed 
across the borough 

• the eight existing MUPAs provided are in good condition 

• there is demand for additional MUPA provision from local residents, although 
this was not supported by the children and young people survey results. 

8.12 Based on the key findings set out above, and discussions with the client steering 
group the local standards for MUPAs are set out below (additional information 
relating to the local standards and justification is provided in Appendix H - K) 

Key Area  Local Standard 

Access • 15 minute walk time standard be set for MUPAs 

Quantity • local standards to be set above existing levels of provision 
at 0.132 MUPAs per 1,000 population (equivalent to two 
additional MUPAs) 

Quality • new or refurbished facilities should be developed in line 
with Sport England Design Guidance Notes for Multi-use 
games areas (see Appendix J for further information)  

• facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie:  

- clean/litter free  

- good quality equipment  

- level surface. 
 

Applying local standards 

MUPAs 

8.13 In order to identify key areas of surplus/deficiency and priorities for future 
development, the borough-wide standards set out above have been applied at a local 
level across the six analysis areas – taking into consideration both the existing 
population and future population, which is projected to increase to 82,100 by 2026. 

8.14 Applying the quantity standard to the six analysis areas highlights that there are 
some areas of the borough with quantitative deficiencies – see Table 8.4 overleaf. 
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Table 8.4 - Application of quantity standard 
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East 0.08 -0.09 
South East  -0.71 -0.86 
North -0.80 -0.96 
South West 0.77 0.66 
North East -0.34 -0.55 
West -0.96 -1.04 
Overall -1.98 -2.84 

Green = above the standard, red = below the standard 

8.15 The key points of note, are that: 

• MUPA provision is currently above the local standard in the east and south 
west analysis areas – all other areas have levels of provision below the local 
standard 

• the highest levels of deficiency (current and future) are within the west, north 
and south east analysis areas  

• the total under supply for Tamworth is equivalent to 1.98 MUPAs currently 
and 2.84 by 2026. 

8.16 When considering the MUPA provision, it was felt important to also take into 
consideration grassed areas with goal posts in the borough, which also provide for 
informal play and ‘kick-about’ sessions. 

8.17 Map 8.2 overleaf shows the location of the MUPAs together with the grassed areas 
and the application of a 15 minute walk time.  As the map overleaf shows, the current 
provision of both MUPAs and grassed areas are well distributed across the borough, 
with most residents being within a 15 minute walk time of either a MUPA or grassed 
area.  In particular, it should be noted that:  

• there are a number of overlapping catchments meaning that some facilities 
may be serving the same residents 

• in particular, residents within the north east, east, south east, south west and 
western parts of the north analysis areas have good access to MUPAs and 
grassed areas with goal posts 

• there are only small areas where residents lie outside the distance threshold 
(15 minute walk); mainly on the edge of the borough in the west, north and 
south west analysis areas. 
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8.18 To help alleviate both the quantitative deficiencies the Council should look to 
encourage the provision of additional MUPAs in the areas of highest deficiency – ie 
west analysis area.  This may be achieved via improved access to MUPAs on school 
sites to provide informal facilities for young people in local communities. 
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Map 8.2 – MUPAs and grassed areas with goal posts/ 15 minute walk time catchments 
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Summary of need for MUPA facilities 

8.19 Table 8.5 below shows a summary of the MUPA analysis. 

Table 8.5 – Summary of MUPA provision 

 Quantity Quality Accessibility 

M
U

PA
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 

The current level of 
MUPA provision equates 
to 0.106 MUPAs per 
1,000 population in 
Tamworth. 

Over half of the 
household survey 
respondents consider 
there to be not enough 
MUPAs.  

Although the provision of 
the grassed areas with 
goal posts provides 
access to additional 
areas for informal 
sport/play, there are clear 
deficiencies in certain 
areas of the borough 
(most notably the west 
analysis areas). 

Existing MUPA provision 
are generally deemed to 
be in good/adequate 
condition. 

There is a need for 
ongoing investment to 
ensure that the existing 
facilities continue to be 
maintained through a 
programme of regular 
repairs and maintenance.  

Ensure that sites are clean 
and free from litter/dog 
fouling and that equipment 
is maintained in good 
condition. 

 

Relatively good 
distribution of MUPAs 
together with informal 
grassed facilities across 
the borough.    

There are some areas on 
the edge of the borough, 
where residents are 
outside 15 minute walk 
time catchment 
particularly within the west 
analysis area. 

Explore opportunities for 
improved access to 
MUPAs on school sites.  

Consider the provision of 
improved signage and 
promotion of MUPA 
facilities (and sports 
development activities 
that take place on 
MUPAs) across the 
borough. 

Consider opportunities for 
installing floodlighting at 
MUPAs to extend 
potential hours of use. 
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Skate parks 

Setting local standards 

8.20 The key findings set out above highlight that: 

• there is currently only one skate park facility within the borough 

• the existing skate park is popular and there is strong demand from local 
residents for additional provision. 

8.21 Based on the key findings set out above, and discussions with the client steering 
group the local standards for skate parks are set out below (additional information 
relating to the local standards and justification is provided in Appendices H - K). 

Key Area  Local Standard 

Access • 15 minute walk time standard be set for skate parks 

Quantity • local standards to be set above existing levels of provision 
at 0.03 skate parks per 1,000 population  

Quality • facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie:  

- good quality equipment  

- clean/litter free  

- include the provision of floodlighting. 
 

Applying local standards 

8.22 With only one skate part currently within the borough, applying the quantity standard 
to the six analysis areas highlights that there are deficiencies within all analysis areas 
with the exception of the west analysis area – see Table 8.5 below. 

Table 8.5 - Application of quantity standard 
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East -0.44 -0.47 
South East  -0.39 -0.42 
North -0.41 -0.45 
South West -0.28 -0.30 
North East -0.53 -0.58 
West 0.78 0.76 
Overall -1.27 -1.46 

Green = above the standard, red = below the standard 
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8.23 The key points of note, are that: 

• with only one skate park facility within the borough currently, provision is 
below the local standard in all analysis areas with the exception of the west 
analysis area 

• the total under supply for Tamworth is equivalent to 1.27 skate parks currently 
and 1.46 skate parks by 2026 

• although provision in five of the analysis areas is below the local standard 
both now and with future population projections, the levels of deficiency are 
not large enough within any one specific area to justify the need for an 
additional specialist skate park provision.  Therefore, it’s recommended that 
consideration is given to providing:  

- smaller skateboarding facilities within existing, appropriate, open space 
areas, with additional provision prioritised towards the north east, east or 
north analysis areas, where levels of deficiency are highest 

- a mobile skate park, which could be transported to different locations 
around the borough. 

8.24 Application of the 15 minute walk time catchment shows that only some residents 
living within the west and north analysis areas are currently within this distance 
threshold – see Map 8.3 overleaf.  Therefore, any new skateboarding provision 
should be prioritised within the north east, east, south east or south west analysis 
areas initially. 
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Map 8.3 – Skate park/ 15 minute walk time catchment 
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Summary of need for skate park facilities 

8.25 Table 8.6 below shows a summary of the skate park analysis. 

Table 8.6 – Summary of skate park analysis 

 Quantity Quality Accessibility 
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There is only one skate 
park currently within 
Tamworth.  This level of 
provision equates to   
0.01skate parks per 
1,000 population in the 
borough. 

Circa half of the 
household survey 
respondents consider 
there to be not enough 
skate parks.  

Although provision in five 
of the analysis areas is 
below the local standard, 
the levels of deficiency 
are not large enough 
within any one specific 
area to justify the need 
for an additional specialist 
skate park provision.   

It is recommended that 
consideration is given to 
providing smaller 
skateboarding facilities 
within existing open 
space areas, with 
additional provision 
prioritised towards the 
north east, east or north 
analysis areas, where 
levels of deficiency are 
highest.   

Alternatively, the Council 
may wish to explore 
opportunities for 
purchasing a mobile 
skate park, which could 
be transported to different 
locations around the 
borough. 

Residents generally 
perceive the quality of 
skate parks to be 
average/poor. 

It is acknowledge that the 
existing skate park is 
currently ‘run down’ and in 
a poor condition.  
However, with a new/ 
refurbished facility to be 
provided in the near 
future, this will provide a 
much enhanced facility. 

There is a need for 
ongoing investment to 
ensure that the existing 
facilities continue to be 
maintained through a 
regular programme of 
repairs and maintenance.  

 

With only one skate park 
currently in the borough, 
only some residents within 
the west and north 
analysis areas are within 
the15 minute walk time 
catchment.  

Access would be 
improved with the 
provision of either a 
mobile skate park or 
additional smaller scale 
skateboarding facilities 
within existing open 
spaces with priority 
towards the north east, 
east or north analysis 
areas.   
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Sports specific indoor provision 

9.1 Section nine of this report provides information in relation to sports specific indoor 
provision in Tamworth, including: 

• indoor bowls facilities 

• indoor tennis facilities 

• ice skating facilities 

• skiing facilities 

• boxing facilities. 

9.2 The information provided includes details of current facilities in the borough, an 
assessment of need, based on the adequacy of current provision, research and 
consultation feedback and industry guidelines, where applicable. Given the specialist 
nature of these facilities and wider catchment, it is not appropriate to expect or 
provide very localised facilities. Therefore local standards have not been set for these 
facility types, with the exception of indoor bowls facilities. However, 
recommendations have been made which are aimed at promoting 
participation/access amongst local residents to use these specialised facilities. 

Current provision 

Quantity 

9.3 The sports specific indoor facilities currently provided within Tamworth are detailed in 
Table 9.1 below.  

Table 9.1 – Sports specific indoor facilities  

 Facility  Type Details 

Tamworth and District Indoor 
Bowls Club 

Public 6 rinks 

SnowDome (ice) Public 1 ice track and mini rink 
(30m x 20m) 

SnowDome (ski) Public 1 Main Slope (170m) 

1 teaching slopes 

Tamworth Boxing Club Registered Membership Boxing club  
  

9.4 As can be seen, Tamworth has a good range of specialist indoor sports facilities, 
which include an indoor bowling club, a boxing club and the SnowDome which has 
both indoor ski slopes, an ice track and ‘mini’ ice rink. There are no indoor tennis 
facilities in Tamworth. 

Access 

9.5 The location of the sports specific indoor facilities within the borough are shown on 
Map 9.1 overleaf. 
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Map 9.1 – Sports specific indoor facilities in Tamworth 
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9.6 As the map provided on page 127 shows, both the boxing and bowls club are located 
in the north east of the borough, whilst the SnowDome is situated near to the town 
centre in the west analysis area. 

9.7 The SnowDome is open between 9am-11pm and both skiing and ice skating is 
available on a ‘pay and play’ basis with membership discounts also available. A 
range of lessons, coaching sessions and recreational sessions for all age groups are 
available on the ski slopes, whilst the ice skating track and mini rink provide 
recreational skating sessions on evenings and weekends. 

9.8 Both the indoor bowls and boxing clubs operate as sports clubs, with annual 
subscriptions plus ‘pay and play’ sessional charges applied.  

9.9 The boxing club is open four evenings per week providing a range of coached 
sessions at both junior and adult level. The indoor bowls club is open seven days per 
week between 10am -10.30pm with a weekly timetable that includes casual bowling 
sessions, leagues and club matches.   

9.10 It should also be noted that the SnowDome has recently added a new fitness area 
(Fitbox) which has a boxing orientated theme. Facilities include a boxing ring with 
punch bags in each corner plus 70 stand alone exercise items.  The facilities can be 
used either on an individual or group exercise basis for health suite members. 

9.11 As detailed previously, access for disabled users was deemed ‘very good’ at the 
SnowDome, but ‘poor’ at the indoor bowls club, where entrance to the facility was via 
steps. (site specific scores for wheel chair access and footpaths are included within 
the supporting database supplied). 

Quality 

9.12 Site visits were undertaken to both the SnowDome and Indoor Bowls Club. The site 
visits highlighted that both facilities were of good quality, in particular:  

• both the specialist sports facilities and ancillary facilities were of high quality 
at the SnowDome 

• the standard of décor and maintenance was high at the SnowDome 

• Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club was generally a good quality site. 
The décor was simplistic and the site was fit for purpose and welcoming.  

Indoor Tennis facilities 

9.13 As detailed above, there are no indoor tennis facilities within Tamworth borough 
however there are a number of indoor tennis facilities to the south of Tamworth 
around Birmingham and the surrounding areas, as shown in Map 9.2 overleaf and 
there is also an indoor tennis facility to the north of the borough at Repton School 
Sports Complex.   It should also be noted that there are also proposals currently to 
provide a two court indoor tennis facility at Burton. 

9.14 The nearest facilities are located at Sutton Coldfield Tennis Club (2 courts) and David 
Lloyd Club in Birmingham (7 courts) which are circa 8 -10 miles from Tamworth town 
centre.
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Map 9.2 – Indoor tennis facilities  
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Adequacy of current provision 

Indoor Bowls 

Provision per 1,000 population 

9.15 Table 9.2 details information from Active Places Power, which shows the number of 
indoor bowling rinks per 1,000 population in Tamworth compared to its ONS 
neighbours and also against regional and national average levels. 

Table 9.2 – Comparisons of indoor bowling facilities  

Local authority/area Indoor Bowling rinks per 1,000 population 

England 0.04 

West Midlands  0.02 

Tamworth 0.08 

Cannock Chase 0.02 

Nuneaton and Bedworth 0.00 

Redditch 0.00 

Telford and Wrekin 0.00 

 
9.16 Based on the calculations provided within APP, it can be seen that Tamworth has a 

higher level of provision (per 1,000 population) for indoor bowls than both the West 
Midlands regional and national averages and all of its ONS neighbours. 

Supply and demand Modelling 

9.17 APP also provides an estimate of the demand for indoor bowling facilities within a 
local authority, compared to capacity. The calculations provided indicate that the 
indoor bowling club in Tamworth can supply an estimated 936 VPWPP compared to 
an estimated demand in Tamworth of 589 VPWPP, which equates to 158.91% of 
demand being met which is significantly above the national (59.08%) and regional 
(23.34%) averages levels indicating that current supply adequately meets local 
demand.  

Research and consultation feedback 

9.18 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to indoor bowling facilities is summarised in Table 9.3 overleaf. In addition, 
relevant data from national participation surveys has also been considered. Of 
particular relevance is key data from the Active People Surveys, which show that 
1.04% of adults nationally have played bowls (all) at least once in the last four weeks, 
compared to 0.78% in the west midlands and 1.13% across the County. Whilst circa 
0.8% nationally take part at least once a week (for 30 minutes), compared to 0.7% 
regionally, with bowls primarily attracting older people.  

9.19 It should also be noted, that 15% of household survey respondents indicated that 
they do use/have used the indoor bowls club, with circa 2% indicating that they do so 
on a regular (weekly) basis.
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Table 9.3 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding indoor bowls provision in Tamworth 
 

Facility Quantity Quality Access 

Indoor Bowls  Survey results indicate that most residents 
consider indoor bowls provision to be adequate 
– see below: 

• household survey results indicate that 25% 
of respondents consider the current indoor 
bowling facilities to be adequate whilst 19% 
consider there to be not enough (47% had 
no opinion)  

• when asked what ‘one new facility‘ 
household survey respondents would most 
like to see in Tamworth, 4% of respondents 
selected an indoor bowls facility.  

Survey results indicate that the indoor 
bowling facility in Tamworth is generally 
considered to be average/good – see below: 

• household survey results show that 59% 
of respondents rate indoor bowls facilities 
as good and 35% rate them average 

• the three key aspects which household 
survey respondents* consider to be most 
important at an indoor bowls facility are:  

- cost 

- welcoming staff 

- maintenance of the facility 

• few household survey respondents* had 
experienced a problem at the indoor 
bowls facility, minor issues noted 
included:  

- cost  

- booking procedures 

- parking. 

Survey feedback did not highlight 
any major access issues regarding 
indoor bowls facilities – see below: 

• household survey responses did 
not highlight any major issues 
regarding the indoor bowls club, 
although a small number of 
respondents noted that the cost 
to take part was a barrier 

• household survey results 
indicate that 73% of respondents 
expect to travel to an indoor 
bowls facility by car, whilst 21% 
expect to walk. The average 
length of journey that 
respondents expect to travel to 
an indoor bowls facility is 12 
minutes, whilst the mode is 10 
minutes. 

 * nb sample size responding was very small therefore, responses should be considered more as a guide than a statistically significant response.
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Sub-regional perspective 

9.20 The sub-regional strategy highlighted that Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club 
is the only indoor bowls club in Staffordshire (although the strategy did also note a 
‘relatively poor quality indoor rink provision at Chase Leisure Centre’ in Cannock). 
The strategy recommends investigating the feasibility of a multi-code indoor bowls 
centre in Stoke and a review of the long-term future of the indoor bowls facility at 
Chase Leisure Centre, but does not make any specific recommendations in relation 
to indoor bowls provision at Tamworth. 

Setting local standards 

9.21 The key findings set out above highlight that: 

• the existing indoor bowling club in Tamworth is considered to be in good 
condition; with opening hours and pricing policy set at levels that enable 
access by local residents 

• the current level of indoor bowls provision (per 1,000 population) in Tamworth 
is above both the regional and national averages  

• most household survey respondents consider provision to be adequate, also 
no identified demand from bowls clubs for additional indoor provision.  

9.22 Based on the key findings set out above, and discussions with the client steering 
group, the local standards for indoor bowls are set out below (additional information 
relating to the local standards and justification is provided in Appendices H - K). 

Key Area  Local Standard 

Access • 10 minute drive time standard be set for indoor bowls 
facilities 

Quantity • local standards be set at existing levels of provision at 0.08 
rinks per 1,000 population  

Quality • new or refurbished facilities should be developed in line 
with Sport England Design Guidance Notes for indoor 
bowls provision (see Appendix J for further information)  

• facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie:  

- cost 

- welcoming staff 

- maintenance of the facility. 
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Applying local standards 

Access 

9.23 It can be seen, in Map 9.3, that applying a 10 minute drive time accessibility 
catchment to indoor bowls facilities means that the majority of residents in Tamworth 
are within this distance threshold, although there are some parts of the borough, 
predominantly in the south west, west and north analysis areas where residents lie 
outside this catchment area. 

9.24 However, given the specialist nature of this facility and the fact that the English 
Indoor Bowling Association recommends that residents be within a 20 minute drive 
time of an indoor bowls facility we would not recommend that additional indoor rinks 
be provided.  
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Map 9.3 – Indoor bowls centre/ 10 minute drive time catchment 
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Table 9.4 - Application of quantity standard 
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East -1.17 -1.27 
South East  -1.04 -1.13 
North -1.09 -1.19 
South West -0.75 -0.81 
North East 4.58 4.45 
West -0.58 -0.63 
Overall -0.05 -0.57 

Green = above the standard, red = below the standard 

9.25 Application of the quantity standard highlights that: 

• with only one indoor bowls facility within the borough currently, provision is 
below the local standard in all analysis areas with the exception of the north 
east analysis area 

• the total under supply for Tamworth is equivalent to 0.05 indoor bowling rinks 
currently and 0.57 rinks by 2026 

• although provision in five of the analysis areas is below the local standard 
both now and with future population projections, the levels of deficiency are 
not large enough within any one specific area to justify the need for an 
additional specialist indoor bowling centre. Therefore, it is recommended that:  

- short mat and long mat bowls activities could be encouraged within the 
programming of sports halls or community hall facilities, where there is 
evidence of demand to meet the small areas of deficiency identified 
(highest levels are within the east, north east and south east analysis 
areas) 

- emphasis be placed on maintaining the quality of the existing facility 

- focus is also placed upon ensuring that local residents are aware of the 
indoor bowls facility and programme of activities and that the facilities 
provided are accessible and affordable. 
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Summary of need for indoor bowls facilities 

9.26 Table 9.5 below shows a summary of the indoor bowls analysis. 

Table 9.5 – Summary of indoor bowls provision 

 Quantity Quality Accessibility 
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The current level of 
indoor bowls provision 
equates to 0.08 rinks per 
1,000 population in 
Tamworth, which is 
above both the regional 
and national average.  

Most household survey 
respondents consider 
provision to be adequate.  

Whilst there are small 
quantitative deficiencies 
within individual analysis 
areas, the levels are not 
sufficient to justify the 
need for an additional 
specialist indoor bowls 
centre.  

Where there is evidence 
of demand, short and 
long mat bowls activities 
could be encouraged 
within the programming of 
sports halls or community 
halls. 

The existing indoor bowls 
centre is generally 
deemed to be in 
good/adequate condition. 

Emphasis should be 
placed on maintaining the 
quality of the existing 
facility. 

 

The majority of residents 
within Tamworth are 
within a 10 minute drive 
time of the existing indoor 
bowling centre, although 
there are some areas 
outside this distance 
threshold (mainly in the 
south west, west, north 
and south east analysis 
areas). However, all 
residents are within the a 
20 minute drive time of 
this facility – the distance 
recommended by the 
Indoor Bowls Association. 

Focus should be placed 
upon ensuring that local 
residents are aware of the 
indoor bowls facility and 
programme of activities 
and that the facilities 
provided are accessible 
and affordable. 

 

 
 

Other sports specific indoor facilities 

Provision per 1,000 population 

9.27 Table 9.6 details information from Active Places Power, which shows the level of 
sports specific indoor facilities per 1,000 population in Tamworth compared to its 
ONS neighbours and also against regional and national average levels. 
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Table 9.6 – Comparisons of sports specific indoor provision* per 1,000 
population  

Local authority/area Ice Rinks    
(m²) 

Ski             
(slopes) 

Indoor Tennis 
(courts) 

England 1.10m² 0.00 0.03 

West Midlands  0.94m² 0.00 0.01 

Tamworth 7.90 m² 0.05 0.00 

Cannock Chase 4.34 m² 0.00 0.00 

Nuneaton and Bedworth 0.00 m² 0.00 0.00 

Redditch 0.00 m² 0.00 0.00 

Telford and Wrekin 9.20 m² 0.01 0.00 
 * APP does not provide data for boxing facilities 

9.28 Based on the calculations provided above, it can be seen that Tamworth has a higher 
level of provision (per 1,000 population) for ice and ski slope facilities than both the 
West Midlands regional and national average and most of its ONS neighbours. 

9.29 With no indoor tennis facilities within the borough, levels of provision are naturally 
below national and regional averages, however this is also the case for all of 
Tamworth’s ONS neighbours. 

Research and consultation feedback 

9.30 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to sports specific indoor facilities is summarised in Table 9.7 overleaf. In 
addition, relevant data from national participation surveys has also been considered. 
Of particular relevance is key data from the Active People Surveys, which show that 
with the exception of tennis, only a relatively small proportion of adults take part in 
the other activities on a regular basis, with: 

• 2.15% of adults nationally having played tennis at least once in the last four 
weeks, compared to 1.61% in the west midlands and 0.97% across 
Staffordshire 

• only 0.3% of adults nationally take part in skiing, only 0.2% nationally taking 
part in ice skating once in the last four weeks, whilst only 0.37% nationally 
and 0.48% regionally take part in boxing. 

9.31 Similarly, household survey results indicated that only a small proportion of 
respondents have used these specialist facilities on a regular basis, with just: 

• 1.6% of respondents using indoor tennis facilities more than once per month 

• 3.4% of respondents using ice skating facilities more than once per month 

• 2.3% of respondents using skiing facilities more than once per month 

• 2.3% of respondents using indoor boxing facilities more than once per month. 
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9.32 However, the provision of the SnowDome in the borough appears to encourage 
casual use of the ski slope and ice skating facilities, with around one-third of 
household survey respondents indicating that they use skiing and ice skating facilities 
on an irregular basis. 
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Table 9.7 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding indoor sports provision in Tamworth 
Facility Quantity Quality Access 

Indoor Tennis Survey results indicate that most residents 
consider there to be not enough indoor tennis 
facilities locally – see below: 

• household survey results indicate that 11% of 
respondents consider indoor tennis facilities 
to be adequate whilst 46% consider there to 
be not enough (43% had no opinion)  

• when asked what ‘one new facility‘ household 
survey respondents would most like to see in 
Tamworth, 14% of respondents selected an 
indoor tennis facility.  

• household survey results show that 
13% of respondents rate indoor 
tennis facilities as good and 12% 
rate them average (63% had no 
opinion).  

• household survey results 
indicate that 69% of respondents 
expect to travel to an indoor 
tennis facility by car, whilst 23% 
expect to walk. The average 
length of journey that 
respondents expect to travel to 
an indoor tennis facility is 12 
minutes whilst the modal 
response is 10 minutes. 

Ice Rinks Survey results indicate that most residents 
consider there to be adequate ice skating 
facilities locally – see below: 

• household survey results indicate that 50% of 
respondents consider ice skating facilities to 
be adequate whilst 32% consider there to be 
not enough (19% had no opinion)  

• when asked what ‘one new facility‘ household 
survey respondents would most like to see in 
Tamworth, 5% of respondents selected an ice 
rink.  

Survey results indicate that ice skating 
facilities in the area are generally 
considered to be average/good – see 
below: 

• household survey results show that 
43% of respondents rate ice skating 
facilities as good and 21% rate them 
average (26% had no opinion).  

Survey feedback did not highlight 
any major access issues regarding 
ice skating facilities although the 
cost of using ice rinks was identified 
as a barrier by some residents 

• household survey results 
indicate that 70% of respondents 
expect to travel to an ice rink by 
car, whilst 22% expect to walk. 
The average length of journey 
that respondents expect to travel 
to an ice rink is 12 minutes whilst 
the mean is 10 minutes. 
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Facility Quantity Quality Access 

Ski slopes Survey results indicate that most residents 
consider there to be adequate skiing facilities 
locally – see below: 

• household survey results indicate that 68% of 
respondents consider skiing facilities to be 
adequate whilst 18% consider there to be not 
enough (15% had no opinion)  

• no respondents selected a skiing facility when 
asked what ‘one new facility‘ they would most 
like to see provided in Tamworth. 

Survey results indicate that skiing 
facilities in the area are generally 
considered to be average/good – see 
below: 

• household survey results show that 
66% of respondents rate skiing 
facilities as good and 12% rate them 
average (19% had no opinion). 

Survey feedback did not highlight 
any major access issues regarding 
skiing facilities although the cost of 
using the facilities was identified as a 
barrier by some residents 

• household survey results 
indicate that 72% of respondents 
expect to travel to an indoor 
skiing facility by car, whilst 21% 
expect to walk. The average 
length of journey that 
respondents expect to travel to 
an indoor skiing facility is 13 
minutes, whilst the mode is 10 
minutes. 

Boxing gyms Survey results indicate that residents views are 
mixed in relation to the adequacy of boxing 
facilities locally – see below: 

• household survey results indicate that 22% of 
respondents consider boxing facilities to be 
adequate whilst 27% consider there to be not 
enough (51% had no opinion)  

When asked what ‘one new facility‘ household 
survey respondents would most like to see in 
Tamworth, 3% of respondents selected a boxing 
facility. 

Survey results indicate that boxing 
facilities in the area are generally 
considered to be average/good – see 
below: 

• household survey results show that 
16% of respondents rate boxing 
facilities as good and 16% rate them 
average (63% had no opinion).  

Survey feedback did not highlight 
any major access issues regarding 
boxing facilities 

• household survey results 
indicate that 75% of respondents 
expect to travel to a boxing 
facility by car. The average 
length of journey that 
respondents expect to travel to a 
boxing facility is 12 minutes, 
whilst the modal response is 10 
minutes. 
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Sub-regional perspective 

9.33 The key points of information from the sub-regional strategy for these facility types 
are summarised below: 

• tennis participation in Staffordshire is weaker than in the neighbouring Black 
Country where there are bigger clubs and facilities – there are also less 
coaches and fewer indoor courts 

• there is only one indoor tennis facility within Staffordshire which is fully 
dedicated to tennis – the Draycott Tennis Centre in Stoke (there are also two 
courts at St Dominics School in Stoke although these courts are not 
dedicated to tennis) 

• indoor tennis facility provision within Staffordshire is currently considered to 
meet demand - although this will not be the case in the future. Therefore, the 
strategy recommends the support of proposals ‘for a 3 court indoor tennis 
venue in the south of Stoke-on-Trent’ and the need to ‘await decisions on a 
new 3 court indoor tennis centre at Stafford Sports College’ 

• the strategy did not include any Tamworth specific recommendations for 
indoor tennis 

• the strategy acknowledged the provision of a major skiing facility at the 
snowDome, but did not include any specific facility recommendations for 
skiing facilities 

• the strategy acknowledged the provision of Tamworth ABC as a major 
club/facility in the County and highlighted that NGB plans are likely to include 
the development of a regional boxing club network 

• the strategy did not recommend the need for any ‘hub level’ boxing facilities. 
However, it did suggest that ‘opportunities for providing facilities in a small 
specialist area on school sites be explored, in order to meet the needs of the 
extended skills acquisition agenda’ 

• the scope of the strategy did not include ice skating facilities. 

Summary of need for sports specific indoor provision 

9.34 As detailed earlier, it is not considered to be appropriate to set local standards for 
indoor tennis facilities, ice rinks, ski slopes or boxing gyms given the specialist nature 
of these facilities. However, key information and recommendations in relation to each 
facility type are summarised below. 

Indoor Tennis 

9.35 Given that there are currently no indoor tennis facilities within Tamworth, it is perhaps 
not surprising that a significant proportion of household survey respondents (46%) 
consider there to be ‘not enough’ provision locally. However, given the specialist 
nature of this type of facility it is unrealistic to expect localised facilities. 
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9.36 As detailed earlier, there are a number of facilities to the south of Tamworth and also 
one facility to the north of the Borough. LTA guidelines indicate that indoor tennis 
facilities usually generate a drivetime catchment of circa 30 minutes and that one 
indoor tennis court can serve 200 regular tennis players.  As Map 9.4 overleaf shows, 
all Tamworth residents are within a 30 minute drivetime catchment of an indoor 
tennis facility.  

9.37 Given the findings set out above and the fact that there are no Tamworth specific 
recommendations in relation to tennis in the sub-regional strategy, we do not 
consider there to be a need for any dedicated indoor tennis facilities within the 
borough. It is recommend that efforts focus upon:  

• ensuring that local residents are aware of the indoor tennis facilities provided 
within the surrounding areas  

• exploring opportunities for increased access to these facilities for Tamworth 
residents.  

Indoor ski facilities  

9.38 There are excellent indoor skiing facilities provided in the borough at the SnowDome 
facility.  Local residents consider the amount of current provision to be adequate and 
the quality of provision to be good. As such, there are no requirements for additional 
indoor skiing facilities in the borough. It is recommended that efforts focus upon: 

• working with the SnowDome to ensure that the quality of the existing facilities 
is maintained 

• exploring opportunities with the management team at the SnowDome for 
offering discounted sessions for key target groups, to increase accessibility to 
this facility 

• consider options for improved access to this site via a range of means (to 
include walking, cycling and public transport). 

Ice skating facilities 

9.39 There are good opportunities for local residents to take part in recreational ice 
skating at the SnowDome facility with ‘traditional’ ice rinks provided outside the 
borough (nearest sites include Solihull Ice Rink, Silver Blades - Cannock and Planet 
Ice - Coventry).  Most local residents consider the amount of current provision to be 
adequate and the quality of provision to be good.  

9.40 There are no specific demand models for ice facilities. However PMP has experience 
of working with a number of ice rink operators and have found that commercial 
operators look for a monopoly of provision within a 20 minute drive time of any 
proposed facility. Therefore, there are no requirements for additional ice skating 
facilities to be provided in the borough. Instead, it is recommended that efforts focus 
upon: 

• working with the SnowDome to ensure that the quality of the existing facilities 
is maintained 

• exploring opportunities with the management team at the SnowDome for 
offering discounted sessions for key target groups, to increase accessibility to 
this facility 



SECTION 9 – SPORTS SPECIFIC INDOOR PROVISION 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council  Page 138 

• consider options for improved access to this site via a range of means (to 
include walking, cycling and public transport). 
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Map 9.4 – Indoor tennis facilities/ 30 minute drive time catchments 
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Boxing facilities 

9.41 The boxing club in Tamworth provides a range of coached sessions for both juniors 
and adults. The household survey results indicate a split in opinion regarding whether 
there are sufficient boxing facilities currently - with 22% of household survey 
respondents considering provision to be ‘about right/more than enough’, whilst 27% 
consider there to be ‘not enough/nearly enough’ boxing facilities. The current facilities 
are generally perceived to be in a good/adequate condition. 

9.42 There are no specific demand models for boxing and no Tamworth specific 
recommendations within the sub-regional strategy. However, the sub-regional 
strategy does suggest that ‘opportunities for providing facilities in a small specialist 
area on school sites be explored, in order to meet the needs of the extended skills 
acquisition agenda’. Therefore, we would recommended that efforts focus upon: 

• working with the boxing club to ensure that the quality of the existing facilities 
is maintained through regular repairs and maintenance 

• supporting the development of Tamworth Boxing Club and working with them 
to increase participation within the borough 

• working with the boxing club to explore opportunities for providing satellite 
facilities elsewhere in the borough – ideally linked to school sites. 
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Sports specific outdoor provision 

Introduction 

10.1 Section 10 considers the provision of sports specific outdoor provision in Tamworth – 
covering the following facility types: 

• athletics tracks 

• bowling greens 

• tennis courts 

• golf courses. 

10.2 The information provided includes details of current facilities in the borough, an 
assessment of need, based on the adequacy of current provision, research and 
consultation feedback and industry guidelines, where applicable.  

10.3 Given the specialist nature of golf courses and the wide-ranging catchment they 
serve, local standards have not been set for this facility type. However, 
recommendations have been made which are aimed at promoting 
participation/access amongst local residents to use these specialised facilities. 

Athletics tracks 

Current position 

Quantity 

10.4 An athletics track is currently provided in the borough; at Tamworth Sports Stadium. 
This site comprises an eight lane floodlit synthetic track which is currently leased 
from the Council by Tamworth Athletic Club. 

10.5 There are currently no plans for additional athletics track provision in Tamworth. 
However, the Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Sports Facilities 
Framework recommends Tamworth as a potential location for a small scale indoor 
athletics facility.  

Access 

10.6 Tamworth Sports Stadium is located within the north east analysis area of the 
borough, close to the boarder with the east analysis area, as illustrated in Map 10.1 
overleaf. 

10.7 At present, the sports stadium is predominantly used for club training and 
competition, with some use by schools and no casual public access. 

10.8 The site had specific disabled access the facility was rated ‘average’ for wheelchair 
access. 
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Map 10.1 – Athletics Track provision in Tamworth  
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Quality 

10.9 A site visit was undertaken by PMP which concluded that the quality of Tamworth 
Sports Stadium is generally good. However, vandalism of the site was identified as 
an issue by the Club who also highlighted that the pole vault mat is in need of 
replacement. 

Adequacy of current provision 

Provision per 1000 population 

10.10 Active Places Power (APP) calculates the provision of athletics tracks per 1,000 
population. The national, regional and local figures are outlined in Table 10.1 below. 

Table 10.1 – Athletics tracks provision per 1000 population 

Local authority/area Athletics tracks per 1,000 population 

England 0.05 

West Midlands  0.06 

Tamworth 0.11 

Cannock Chase 0.09 

Nuneaton and Bedworth 0.07 

Redditch 0.10 

Telford and Wrekin 0.05 
 

10.11 Table 10.1 indicates that the provision of athletics tracks per 1,000 population in 
Tamworth is significantly above both the national and regional averages and also 
above all of its ONS neighbours. 

Research and consultation feedback 

10.12 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to athletics tracks is summarised in Table 10.2 overleaf. In addition, relevant 
data from national participation surveys has also been considered which show that 
only a relatively small proportion of adults take part in these sports activities on a 
regular basis, with: 

• 3.93% of adults nationally having taken part in athletics at least once in the 
last four weeks, compared to 4.02% in the west midlands and 4.34% across 
Staffordshire.
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Table 10.2 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding athletics provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Local Residents  • a difference in opinion regarding 
the quantity of athletics tracks is 
evident from the household 
survey, with 31% of residents 
indicating that there are not 
enough facilities and 26% of 
respondents indicating that the 
provision of athletics track is 
about right 

•  findings within the individual 
analysis areas are generally 
consistent with the borough wide 
results, although a higher 
proportion (45%) of respondents 
in the South East consider that 
there is not enough athletics 
tracks. 

• a difference in opinion regarding 
the quality of athletics tracks is 
also evident from responses to 
the household survey. 28% of 
respondents indicate that the 
quality of facilities is good and 
25% feel that the quality of 
facilities is average 

• findings within the geographical 
areas are consistent with the 
borough wide results. 

• the majority of respondents to the household 
survey prefer to drive to an athletics track 
(58%). 31% of residents would prefer to walk. 
For both modes of travel, a travel time of 5 – 
10 minutes is expected 

• within the individual analysis areas, similar 
results are portrayed. However, in the East, 
over half the respondents prefer to walk to an 
athletics track (52%). This may reflect the 
location of Tamworth Sports Stadium in the 
east of the borough. Interestingly, in the North, 
travel times indicated by residents who prefer 
to travel by car are split between 5 -10 
minutes and 11 – 15 minutes (44%) 

• general comments from residents highlight 
that athletics facilities in the borough are not 
available to the public. This may be linked to 
the high levels of dissatisfaction with current 
provision. 

Stakeholders • Tamworth Athletic Club considers 
the quantity of provision to be 
average. However, the reason for 
this response is due to a lack of 
access to sports halls for indoor 
training. 

• Tamworth Athletics Club 
considers the quality of facilities to 
be average. The quality of 
facilities is identified as the 
greatest issue for the club 

• although the quality of facilities is 
stated as average, it is 
emphasised that the track is well 
maintained by volunteers. 

• Tamworth Athletic Club currently has 
problems with accessing local facilities for 
indoor training. The reason for this is a lack of 
available time slots at Torc Campus, meaning 
that the club can not run as many sessions as 
it would like. 
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Local standards 

10.13 The key findings identified from the information indicate that : 

• the current provision of athletics tracks is significantly above both regional 
and national averages 

• there is currently no public access to Tamworth Sports Stadium 

• the quality of Tamworth Sports Stadium is good, with the quality score of this 
site being 75%. 

10.14 Therefore, based on these key points and discussions with the client steering group 
the local standards for athletics tracks which are set out below, are designed to 
reflect local needs (additional information relating to the local standards and 
justification is provided in Appendices H – K). 

Key Area  Local Standard 

Access • 15 minute drive time standard to be set for athletics tracks 

Quantity • local standards be set at existing levels of provision at 0.11 
lanes per 1,000 population 

Quality • new or refurbished facilities should be developed in line 
with Sport England Design Guidance Notes (see Appendix 
J for further information)  

• facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie:  

- level surface 

- provision of floodlighting 

- provision of changing facilities 

- provision of social facilities 
 

Applying local standards 

10.15 In order to identify key areas of surplus/deficiency and priorities for future 
development, the borough wide standards set out above have been applied at a local 
level across the six analysis areas.  

10.16 Map 10.2 overleaf illustrates the application of the accessibility standard for athletics 
tracks. 
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Map 10.2 – Athletics Track/ 15 minute drive time catchment
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10.17 Map 10.2 indicates that all residents are within a 15 minute drive time of an athletics 
track. However, as previously highlighted a lack of public access to Tamworth Sports 
Stadium was identified as a key issue. 

10.18 The application of the local quantity standard for each area is set out in Table 10.3. 
The table illustrates the application of the standard against the current provision in 
each of the areas of the borough. 

Table 10.3 – Application of the quantity standard 
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East -1.6 -1.7 
South East  -1.4 -1.5 
North -1.5 -1.6 
South West -1.0 -1.1 
North East 6.0 5.9 
West -0.8 -0.9 
Overall -0.3 -1.0 

 

10.19 Table 10.3 above indicates the following: 

• overall there is a current minor shortfall of 0.3 lanes. Based on future 
population projections this is expected to increase to 1 lane 

• only within the north east, where Tamworth Sport Stadium is located, is the 
provision of athletics tracks sufficient to meet demand 

• the greatest shortfalls are located in the East. 

10.20 The current and expected shortfalls are insufficient to warrant new provision and as 
previously highlighted, the current provision of athletics tracks is significantly above 
both regional and national averages and as map 10.2 indicated all residents are 
within the recommended 15 minute drive time and very localised provision of this 
type of specialist facility is not considered necessary/appropriate.  

10.21 Furthermore, consultation focused on the quality and accessibility of athletics tracks. 
Consultation with Tamworth Athletic Club found that the quality of facilities was the 
biggest issue for the club and a difference in opinion regarding the quality of athletics 
tracks was evident from residents. Therefore, in consideration of this focus, should 
be placed on enhancing the quality of existing facilities in Tamworth. 

10.22 The lack of public access to Tamworth Sports Stadium was also identified as key, 
which led to the perception that there is a lack of athletics facilities in Tamworth. As 
such, opportunities to increase public access to Tamworth Sport Stadium should be 
considered.  
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Summary of need for athletics tracks 

10.23 Table 10.4 below outlines the summary of the athletics tracks analysis. 

Table 10.4 - Summary of athletics tracks analysis 

 Quantity Quality Accessibility 

A
th

le
tic

s 
tr

ac
ks

 

The current provision of 
athletics tracks is 
adequate to meet current 
demand. 

The current provision of 
athletics tracks is 
significantly above both 
the regional and national 
averages. 

 

 

The quality of Tamworth 
Sports Stadium is 
perceived to be generally 
good.  

Findings from consultation 
indicate that the quality of 
athletics tracks is 
perceived to be either 
average or good. 

However, the quality of 
facilities was identified as 
the biggest issue facing 
Tamworth Athletics Club. 
Qualitative enhancements 
of current provision should 
be supported. 

 

All residents are within a 
15 minute drive time of an 
athletics track. However, 
there is no public access 
to Tamworth Sports 
Stadium. 

 

Explore opportunities for 
increased public access to 
Tamworth Sports 
Stadium. 

 

 

 

10.24 The priorities and actions for athletics tracks are summarised in Section 11. 



SECTION 10 – SPORTS SPECIFIC OUTDOOR PROVISION 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council  Page 149 

Bowling greens 

Current position 

Quantity 

10.25 The provision of bowling greens in Tamworth is outlined in Table 10.5 below – 
highlighting that there are currently four bowling green sites within the borough, 
comprising one public facility at the Castle Grounds and three club facilities. 

Table 10.5 – Bowling greens in Tamworth 

 Facility  Access Number of greens 

Glascote Working Men’s Club  Sports 
Club/Association 

1 

Spital Bowling and Tennis Club Sports 
Club/Association 

1 

Tamworth and District Indoor Bowls Club Sports 
Club/Association 

1 

Tamworth Castle Grounds Public 1 
 

Access 

10.26 The location of bowling greens in Tamworth is illustrated in Map 10.3 overleaf, 
highlighting that the existing greens in Tamworth are poorly distributed across the 
borough, with the majority of sites located in the northern area of Tamworth and half 
of all existing provision located in the North East. 

10.27 As detailed above, there is currently only one bowling green, Tamworth Castle 
Grounds which offers public access. 
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Map 10.3 – Bowling greens in Tamworth 
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Quality 

10.28 Site visits were undertaken by PMP to all bowling green facilities in the borough, 
which highlighted that the quality of bowling greens in Tamworth is generally very 
good, with particularly good quality facilities at Spital Bowling and Tennis Club. 
However, it should be noted, that although the quality of the sites was generally very 
good, some issues were noted with the playing surface at Glascote Working Men’s 
Club, with potholes evident on the surface. 

Adequacy of current provision 

Provision per 1000 population 

10.29 Based on the current population there are currently 0.05 bowling greens per 1000 
population. 

Research and consultation feedback 

10.30 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to bowling greens is summarised in Table 10.6 overleaf. In addition, relevant 
data from national participation surveys has also been considered; with Active 
People survey data indicating that: 

• 1.04% of adults nationally take part in bowls (indoor and outdoor) at least 
once in the last four weeks, compared to 0.78% in the west midlands and 
1.13% in Staffordshire. 
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Table 10.6 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding bowling green provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Local Residents  • there are some differences in opinion 
regarding the quantity of bowling greens 
amongst residents. However the 
household survey results show that 30% of 
residents consider current provision to be 
adequate whilst just 19% indicated that 
there is not enough bowling greens 

• a lack of knowledge/interest regarding the 
provision of bowling greens is highlighted, 
with 35% of respondents having no opinion 

• results within the individual analysis areas 
support the perception that there is 
adequate bowling green provision. The 
only analysis area where an above 
average proportion of respondents 
indicated that there is not enough provision 
was the north east (27%). 

• the majority of household (58%) 
survey respondents consider the 
quality of bowling greens to be 
average/good; only 6% consider 
them to be poor 

• similar patterns are portrayed in the 
individual analysis areas, however 
the majority response in the east 
and south east is average. The 
greatest level of satisfaction is 
evident in the north, where 43% of 
residents feel that the quality of 
bowling greens is good. 

• over half of the respondents to 
the household survey expect to 
drive to a bowling green (51%). 
36% of residents prefer to walk 
to this type of sports facility. The 
expected travel time indicated by 
residents for both modes of 
travel is 5 – 10 minutes (66% 
driving and 44% walking).  
Average journey times are 16 
minutes on foot and 12 minutes 
by car 

• findings within four of the six 
analysis areas are consistent 
with the overall results. 
However, in the north (43%) and 
west (36%), the same proportion 
of respondents expect to walk as 
those that would expect to drive. 

Stakeholders • of those clubs that responded to the sports 
club survey, the quantity of bowling green 
provision is considered to be good. 

• of those clubs that responded to the 
sports club survey, the quality of 
facilities is perceived to be average. 

• respondents to the sports club 
survey indicate that they 
currently drive to access a 
bowling green. 
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Local standards 

10.31 The key findings identified are as follows: 

• only one of the four bowling greens in the borough offers public access 

• the quality of bowling greens in Tamworth is generally very good 

• sites are poorly distributed, with the majority of sites located in the northern 
area of the borough. 

10.32 Therefore, based on these key points and discussions with the client steering group 
the local standards for bowling greens which are set out below, are designed to 
reflect local needs. (additional information relating to the local standards and 
justification is provided in Appendices H – K). 

Key Area  Local Standard 

Access • 15 minute walk time standard to be set for bowling greens 

Quantity • local standards be set at existing levels of provision at 0.05 
bowling greens per 1,000 population 

Quality • new or refurbished facilities should be developed in line 
with Sport England Design Guidance Notes(see Appendix 
K for further information)  

• facilities should reflect the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie:  

- provision of parking facilities 

- clean and litter free 

- good surface 

- provision of social facilities  
 

Applying local standards 

10.33 In order to identify key areas of surplus/deficiency and priorities for future 
development, the borough wide standards set out above have been applied at a local 
level across the six analysis areas.  

10.34 Map 10.4 overleaf shows the application of the access standard for bowling greens. 
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Map 10.4 – Bowling greens / 15 minute walk time catchments  
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10.35 Map 10.4 illustrates large areas of deficiency, particularly in the south of the borough 
with all residents in the south east, south west and east analysis areas living outside 
the 15 minute walk time catchment of a bowling green. 

10.36 The application of the local quantity standard for each area is set out in Table 10.7. 
The table illustrates the application of the standard against the current provision in 
each of the areas of the borough. 

Table 10.7 – Application of the quantity standard 
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East -0.7 -0.8 
South East  -0.6 -0.7 
North 0.3 0.3 
South West -0.5 -0.5 
North East 1.1 1.0 
West 0.6 0.6 
Overall 0.2 -0.1 

 

10.37 Table 10.7 above indicates the following: 

• overall, the borough-wide bowling green provision is sufficient to meet current 
demand. However, based on future population projections a minor shortfall of 
0.1 bowling greens is expected 

• the provision of bowling greens is sufficient to meet demand in three of the six 
analysis areas 

• there are deficiencies within three analysis areas, with the greatest shortfalls 
located in the east and south east areas. 

10.38 Quantitative analysis indicates that the provision of bowling greens is sufficient to 
meet current demand. However, application of the accessibility standard (Map 10.4) 
illustrates large areas of deficiency, particularly in the southern parts of the borough. 

10.39 No bowling greens are located in either the south east or south west of the borough 
and application of the quantity standard indicates current and future shortfalls. When 
combing the current shortfalls, this equates to over one bowling green, suggesting 
that new provision is required in the south of Tamworth. 

10.40 In light of the quantitative shortfalls and accessibility deficiencies in the south of the 
borough the Council should identify opportunities to increase the provision of bowling 
greens in the south of the borough. 
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10.41 Focus should also be placed on enhancing the quality of existing provision, seeking 
to achieve the recommended quality vision at each site. 

Summary of need for bowling greens  

10.42 Table 10.8 below outlines the summary of the bowling green analysis. 

Table 10.8 - Summary of bowling green analysis 

 Quantity Quality Accessibility 

B
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g 
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The current provision of 
bowling greens is 
sufficient to meet 
demand. However, based 
on future population 
projections there will be a 
minor shortfall of 0.1 
bowling greens. 

No bowling greens are 
located in the South East 
or South West of the 
borough and when 
combining shortfalls in 
these areas this equates 
to over one bowling 
green, suggesting that 
new provision is required 
in the south of Tamworth. 

The quality of existing 
provision if very good and 
therefore, focus should be 
placed on maintaining the 
quality of existing 
provision, seeking to 
achieve the recommended 
quality vision at each site. 

Large areas of deficiency 
are evident, particularly in 
the south of the borough. 

 

10.43 The priorities and actions for bowling greens are summarised in Section 11. 
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Tennis courts 

Current position 

Quantity 

10.44 There are currently two sites in Tamworth which provide tennis courts that are 
accessible to the community – as set out in Table 10.9 below. 

Table 10.9 – Bowling greens in Tamworth 

 Facility  Access Number of courts 

Spital Bowling and Tennis Club Sports Club/Association 3 (floodlit) 

Tamworth Castle Grounds Public 3 (floodlit) 
 

10.45 However, in addition to the sites in Table 10.9, tennis courts are also located at the 
following high schools: 

• Belgrave High School – 5 hard surfaced courts 

• Queen Elizabeths Mercian School – 3 hard surfaced courts 

• Rawlett Community Sports College – 3 hard surfaced courts (floodlit) 

• Wilnecote High School – 2 hard surfaced courts 

• Woodhouse Business and Enterprise College – 4 hard surfaced courts. 

Access 

10.46 The location of tennis courts in Tamworth is illustrated in Map 10.5 overleaf – 
showing that all of the existing provision is located in the northern parts of the 
borough; with Spital Tennis club located in the north analysis area and the Castle 
Grounds located in the west area. 

10.47 Currently only the three tennis courts provided at Tamworth Castle Grounds offers 
access on a ‘pay and play’ basis. 
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Map 10.5 – Tennis courts in Tamworth  
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Quality 

10.48 Site assessments undertaken by PMP reveal that the quality of tennis courts in 
Tamworth is excellent, with both sites achieving very high quality assessment scores 
and no specific quality issues were identified. 

Adequacy of current provision 

Provision per 1000 population 

10.49 Based on the current population there is currently 0.08 tennis courts per 1,000 
population. 

Research and consultation feedback 

10.50 The key information from the research and consultation undertaken for this study in 
relation to tennis courts is summarised in Table 10.10 overleaf. In addition, relevant 
data from national participation surveys has also been considered. In particular, the 
Active People survey data highlights that: 

• 2.15% of adults nationally having played tennis at least once in the last four 
weeks, compared to 1.61% in the west midlands and 0.97% across 
Staffordshire. 
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Table 10.10 – Key research and consultation feedback regarding tennis court provision in Tamworth 

Group Quantity Quality Access 

Local Residents  • the household survey results highlight 
that whilst there are differences in 
opinion regarding the quantity of tennis 
courts, it is evident that a relatively 
large proportion (47%) do not consider 
there to be enough tennis courts, whilst 
around 27% of respondents consider 
current provision to be adequate 

• findings from the individual analysis 
areas were generally consistent, 
although it should be noted that a 
higher proportion of respondents in the 
south west analysis area consider there 
to be ‘not enough’ tennis courts – 
reflecting the lack of provision in that 
specific area. 

• the majority (56%) of household survey 
respondents consider the quality of tennis 
courts to be average/good; only 16% 
consider them to be poor 

• similar patterns are portrayed in the 
individual analysis areas, however in the 
north, the majority of residents feel that 
the quality of tennis courts is good (46%) 
and in the South West, the majority of 
residents feel that the quality of tennis 
courts is poor (25%) – perhaps reflecting 
the limited provision rather than the 
quality of provision. 

• a difference in opinion is portrayed 
by respondents to the household 
survey. 49% of residents indicate 
that they would prefer to drive to a 
tennis court and 40% state that they 
would prefer to walk to access a 
tennis court. The travel time 
expected by residents for both 
modes of travel is 5 – 10 minutes 
(41% walking and 71% driving).  
Average expected journey times are 
15 minutes on foot and 11 minutes 
by car 

• findings within the geographical 
areas are consistent with the 
borough wide results. Residents 
within four of the six areas indicate a 
preference for driving to a tennis 
court, however residents in the north 
(46%) and north East (50%) would 
prefer to walk to a tennis court. The 
majority of respondents in each area 
indicate that a 5 – 10 minute travel 
time is expected 

• a number of residents indicate that 
tennis courts are difficult to book. 

 

Stakeholders • of those clubs that responded to the 
sports club survey, the quantity of 
tennis court provision is considered to 
be good. 

• of those clubs that indicated that they use 
tennis courts more frequently than any 
other sports facility in Tamworth, the 
quality of facilities is considered to be 
good. 

• respondents on behalf of Spital 
Bowling and Tennis Club indicate 
that members currently drive to 
access their facilities. 
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Local standards 

10.51 The key findings identified are as follows: 

• there is dissatisfaction amongst some residents in relation to the current 
provision of tennis courts – with around half of the household survey 
respondents considering there to be not enough courts provided 

• only three of the six tennis courts in the borough offer public access 

• the quality of tennis courts is excellent. 

10.52 Therefore, based on these key points and discussions with the client steering group 
the local standards for tennis courts which are set out below, are designed to reflect 
local needs (additional information relating to the local standards and justification is 
provided in Appendices H – K). 

Key Area  Local Standard 

Access • 15 minute walk time standard to be set for tennis courts 

Quantity • local standards be set above existing levels of provision at 
0.2 tennis courts per 1,000 population 

Quality • New or refurbished facilities should be developed in line with 
Sport England Design Guidance Notes (see Appendix J for 
further information)  

 

Applying local standards 

10.53 In order to identify key areas of surplus/deficiency and priorities for future 
development, the borough wide standards set out above have been applied at a local 
level across the six analysis areas.  

10.54 Map 10.6 overleaf shows the application of the accessibility standard for tennis 
courts. The map includes the tennis courts located on school sites, as identified 
earlier. 

 

 

 



SECTION 10 – SPORTS SPECIFIC OUTDOOR PROVISION 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council              Page 162 

Map 10.6 – Tennis courts/ 15 minute walktime catchments  
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10.55 Map 10.6 indicates that the many residents  lie outside the catchment of a 15 minute 
walk time for tennis courts, with particular deficiencies for residents living within the 
north east, south east and south west analysis areas. 

10.56 The application of the local quantity standard for each area is set out in Table 10.11. 
The table illustrates the application of the standard against the current provision in 
each of the areas of the borough. 

Table 10.11 – Application of the quantity standard 
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East -2.9 -3.2 
South East  -2.6 -2.8 
North 0.3 0.0 
South West -1.9 -2.0 
North East -3.6 -3.9 
West 1.5 1.4 
Overall -9.1 -10.4 

 

10.57 Table 10.11 above indicates the following: 

• currently there is a large shortfall of tennis courts in Tamworth (9.1 courts). 
This shortfall is expected to increase to 10.4 courts by 2026 

• only within the north and the west analysis areas (where provision is currently 
located) is the provision of tennis courts sufficient to meet demand 

• the greatest shortfalls are evident in the north east. 

10.58 Application of the quantity standard indicates that there is a large shortfall of tennis 
courts in Tamworth (9.1 courts). Accessibility mapping reinforces this shortfall, with 
the majority of residents unable to access a tennis court within a 10 minute walk time. 

10.59 Key areas of deficiency are particularly evident in the south of the borough, with no 
public courts found in this half of the borough.  

10.60 However, as detailed earlier, there are 17 tennis courts currently provided at high 
school sites (including Rawlett Community Sports College) and although these are 
not publicly accessible at present, they could alleviate existing deficiencies in 
Tamworth if formal community use agreements were secured at these sites. 
Therefore, to help alleviate existing deficiencies, community access should be sought 
at high schools in Tamworth. 
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10.61 Of the high school tennis courts only Rawlett Community Sports College’s tennis 
courts are floodlit. The floodlighting of other tennis courts could increase the potential 
hours available.  

10.62 In addition to securing community use at schools in the borough, new provision will 
be required. The Council should therefore identify opportunities to increase the 
provision of tennis courts in the borough. Any new provision should be located in 
areas of key deficiency, in the south of the borough. 

10.63 The quality of existing provision is excellent and the Council should continue to 
maintain the high standard of existing provision. 

Summary of need for tennis courts  

10.64 Table 10.12 below outlines the summary of the tennis court analysis. 

Table 10.12 - Summary of tennis court analysis 

 Quantity Quality Accessibility 

Te
nn

is
 c

ou
rt

s 

The current provision of 
tennis courts is 
insufficient to meet 
demand. 

Opportunities to increase 
provision should be 
considered, particularly in 
the south of the borough. 

The quality of existing 
provision is excellent. 

This high standard should 
be maintained. 

Many residents, 
particularly those in the 
east, south west and west 
analysis areas are outside 
a 15 minute walk time 
catchment of a tennis 
court. 

Community use of tennis 
courts on high school 
sites should be sought 
where possible. 

 

10.65 The priorities and actions for tennis courts are summarised in Section 11. 
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Golf courses 

Current position 

Quantity 

10.66 There is currently one golf facility within the borough at Tamworth Golf Club; this 
facility provides an 18 hole golf course that allows access for registered club 
members. 

10.67 In addition, there are also a number of additional golf courses provided in close 
proximity to Tamworth borough, including: 

• Drayton Park Golf Club 

• Whittington Heath Golf Club 

• Dartford Moors Golf Club. 

Access 

10.68 The location of golf course in Tamworth and the facilities within the surrounding 
areas are illustrated in Map 10.7 overleaf. 
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Map 10.7 – Golf course facilities in Tamworth and the surrounding area  
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Adequacy of current provision 

Provision per 1000 population 

10.69 Active Places Power (APP) calculates the provision of golf courses per 1,000 
population - Table 10.13 below shows the level of provision in Tamworth compared 
to regional and national averages and its ONS neighbours. 

Table 10.13 – Golf course provision per 1000 population 

Local authority/area Golf course (holes)  per 1,000 population 

England 0.68 

West Midlands  0.61 

Tamworth 0.24 

Cannock Chase 0.59 

Nuneaton and Bedworth 0.30 

Redditch 0.57 

Telford and Wrekin 0.57 
 

10.70 Table 10.13 indicates that the provision of golf courses per 1,000 population in 
Tamworth is significantly below both the national and regional averages and also 
below its ONS neighbours. 

Research and consultation feedback 

10.71 Active People survey results show that 2.18% of adults nationally having played golf 
at least once in the last four weeks, compared to 2.06% in the west midlands region. 

10.72 The results of the household survey carried out for this study, indicate that: 

• 14% of respondents use golf courses at least once a month 

• 46% of respondents consider the amount of golf provision in Tamworth to be 
adequate, whilst 18% consider there to be ‘not enough’ golf courses and 11% 
consider there to be ‘nearly enough’ golf courses 

• 36% of respondents consider the quality of golf courses to be good, 27% 
consider the quality to be average whilst just 6% consider provision to be 
poor. 

Local standards 

10.73 Due to the strategic nature of golf courses it is not considered appropriate to set local 
standards. 

Summary 

10.74 Although Tamworth Golf Club is the only golf course located in the borough, 
residents do have good access to a number of other golf courses located just outside 
the borough boundary. The majority of respondents consider the current level of 
provision to be adequate. 
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10.75 Due to the importance of Tamworth Golf Club as the only golf club within Tamworth, 
the future development of the club should be supported and the Council should work 
with the club to increase participation within the community. 

10.76 In consideration of the lack of golf courses in the borough the Council should protect 
existing provision from development. 
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Summary and recommendations 

11.1 Sections three – ten of this report have set out details of the current sports provision 
across a wide range of facility types and future needs; taking into consideration 
factors such as population increases, feedback from local residents, sports clubs and 
stakeholders plus specific supply/demand modelling and industry guidance. 

11.2 It is critically important that this strategy helps to meet both local and national targets, 
particularly in terms of: 

• increasing participation in sport and physical activity by 1% per annum for five 
years – as set out in the Local Area Agreement 

• helping local people to lead a healthier and active lifestyle and reduce health 
inequalities 

• enabling all 5 -16 year olds to be offered five hours of PE and sport each 
week and all 16 -19 year olds being offered three hours of sport each week 

• meeting the current and future needs of borough residents, particularly taking 
into consideration the new homes and projected population increase planned. 

11.3 As such, it is essential that high quality, accessible sport and recreation facilities are 
provided and local standards and recommendations for this study have been 
developed accordingly.  

Summary key findings 

11.4 The key findings are summarised in Table 11.1 together with the key priorities for the 
future delivery of sport in Tamworth. The key implications for the Local Development 
Framework (LDF) for each sport are also outlined.  

11.5 In light of the local nature of pitches, area specific and pitch specific 
recommendations are included within Appendix N.
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Table 11.1 – Summary key findings and recommendations 

Overview 

Summary Key findings Recommendations  

• there is a need to increase participation rates in sport and physical 
activity within the borough 

• there is a diverse range of sports facilities within Tamworth that provide 
opportunities for residents to use more ‘traditional’ facilities for sports 
such as swimming, football, badminton, tennis, hockey and rugby and 
also opportunities to use sports specific/less traditional facilities, such the 
SnowDome for indoor skiing and ice skating and the athletics stadium 
and indoor bowling club 

• despite this diverse provision, community access to some core facilities 
(notably sports halls and swimming pools) is limited due to the fact that 
facilities are either based on school sites with associated limitations in 
use outside school hours or because provision is at a private facility 
where membership fees are set at a level that precludes use by some 
key target groups 

• the quality of existing provision is varied, with a number of high quality 
commercially operated facilities, such as the SnowDome and Bannatynes 
Health Club, whilst other more traditional facilities such as the swimming 
pools and sports halls tend to be ageing and in need of 
refurbishment/upgrade.  In particular, the quality of provision on some 
school sites is poor and has not been adapted to meet community use 
needs – particularly in relation to access and parking 

• access for people with disabilities on some sites is poor 

• provision is managed on a school by school or site by site basis and not 
co-ordinated. 

• there is a need to increase both the total amount and community access 
to a range of ‘core’ facilities, including swimming pools, sports halls, 
health and fitness facilities, MUPAs/tennis courts, bowling greens and 
skateboarding facilities – see facility specific recommendations below 

• there is a need for increased community access to the facilities on school 
sites via more formal dual use agreements – see facility specific 
recommendations below 

• any new or refurbished facilities should reflect the overall quality vision* 
(and facility specific quality standards set out in Appendix J).  The 
recommended vision takes into account both the needs and expectations 
of users plus design, management and maintenance good practice and 
suggests that facilities provide: 

- a good range of clean, well-maintained, affordable and accessible 
facilities that offer a variety of programmes and services for all sports 
clubs and individuals 

- all new build and refurbishment schemes to be designed in 
accordance with Sport England Guidance Notes and NGB guidelines 

- all leisure providers should follow industry best practice principles in 
relation to a) facilities operation, b) customer relations, c) staffing and 
d) service development and review (eg Quest).  The detail of the 
internal systems, policies and practices underpinning implementation 
of these principles will correlate directly to the scale of facility, varying 
according to the position of the facility within the levels of the 
established hierarchy 

• there is a need for a programme of regular repairs and maintenance and 
investment into sinking funds to ensure that existing provision is 
retained/enhanced in future years 
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Overview 

Summary Key findings Recommendations  

• there is a need to improve the quality of sports provision on school sites 
to better meet the needs of community users, to include welcoming 
interior/exterior, separate community entrances, sufficient parking and 
good access via foot, public transport and car 

• there is a need for a greater co-ordination of programming across school 
sites. 

* It should be noted that whilst the Council advocates the adoption of the quality vision, it is not responsible for undertaking improvements at venues where it is not responsible 
for ownership or management.
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Swimming pools 

Summary of key findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• swimming continues to be one of the most 
popular sporting activities both locally and 
nationally 

• levels of swimming pool provision in Tamworth 
are below the regional and national average 
levels (circa 15m² per 1,000 population) 

• 6 swimming pools in total in the borough - all 
residents are within a 10 minute drive time of a 
swimming pool 

• four of the six existing pools are on school 
sites – where there is no daytime access and 
limited community access at evenings and 
weekends 

• the SnowDome is the only swimming pool that 
is available on a public leisure site (also only 
pool in the borough that is 25m in length) 

• swimming club development limited by lack of 
access 

• large proportion of local residents (60% of 
household survey respondents) do not 
consider there to be enough swimming pools  

• 52% of household survey respondents want to 
see a new pool provided in the borough 

• attractiveness/quality is a major issue in 
Tamworth - ageing stock plus some school 
pools not adapted for community use (28% of 
household survey respondents consider pools 
to be poor and maintenance of facilities was 

• increase the amount of accessible waterspace 
and the quality of provision in the borough via:  

− rationalising school pool provision, with 
compensatory, alternative provision (see 
below) provided in place of the existing 
school pools that meets the curriculum and 
community needs 

− the provision of a new community leisure 
centre that should include a 25m pool plus 
teaching pool ideally located in an area 
which is accessible to residents by a choice 
of means of transport to complement 
provision at the SnowDome 

• exploring opportunities for securing long-term 
public access to SnowDome 

• discussing activity charges and car park 
pricing policy with SnowDome management 
team to explore opportunities for addressing 
the cost barriers which are currently 
experienced. 

• swimming pools should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• Development Plan Documents/Supplementary 
Planning Documents (DPDs/SPDs) should 
facilitate the development of a new swimming 
pool through site allocations and/or planning 
obligations. The location of a new site should 
be influenced by the application of the quantity 
and accessibility standards 

• all new provision should ensure that adequate 
community use is available. Where planning 
obligations are sought these can be used to 
help provide new swimming pools, to 
contribute to the enhancement of existing 
facilities and to help provide increased 
community access. It may be that the existing 
SPD on open space and outdoor sport and 
recreation facilities could be extended to 
include indoor sports facilities 

• the type of contribution required would depend 
upon the location of the new development 

• local standards should be set out within the 
Local Development Framework and used to 
determine the level of contribution required. 
Local standards for swimming pools are: 
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Swimming pools 

Summary of key findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 
perceived to be a problem) 

• cost perceived to be a barrier at the 
SnowDome (activity charges and car parking) 

• detailed analysis of the supply and demand for 
swimming pools, which was undertaken using 
the FPM highlighted that the pools in 
Tamworth are operating at very high levels of 
capacity, which are above ‘comfortable’ levels 
of provision.   Concluding that there is 
currently a shortfall of accessible waterspace 
in the borough and that the projected growth in 
population will intensify this issue and plans to 
increase swimming participation will be 
constrained by insufficient and poor quality 
facilities 

• sub-regional strategy suggests the need for an 
additional 25m pool and teaching pool in 
Tamworth to meet projected increases in 
population and increases in participation 

• strategy for Tamworth recommends increasing 
the amount of accessible water space and 
quality of provision given that:  

− there is currently a shortfall of accessible 
waterspace in the borough  

− there are a number of pools (on school 
sites) where current provision falls below the 
expected quality standards 

 

 

 

- 18.5m² per 1,000 population 

- access standard to be set at a  10 minute 
drive time 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for swimming pools and 
that facilities should reflect the quality 
aspects deemed most important by local 
residents – ie high standards of changing 
room cleanliness, affordable charges  and 
well maintained facilities. 
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Swimming pools 

Summary of key findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

− although all residents in the borough can 
currently access a swimming pool within a 
10 minute drive time it is important to 
acknowledge the Council’s desire to 
encourage sustainable transport and the 
fact that not all residents want/are able to 
drive to a pool. 
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Sports halls 

Summary of key findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• levels of sports hall provision per 1,000 
population in Tamworth is lower than all of its 
ONS neighbours and both the West Midlands 
regional and national averages 

• all residents are currently within a 10 minute 
drive time and most are within a 20 minute 
walk time of a sports hall 

• all of the sports halls in Tamworth are based 
on school sites – where there is no daytime 
access and limited out of hours access at 
some of these sites (particularly QEMS and 
Torc) 

• block bookings by sports clubs/organisations 
dominate peak hour booking slots and 
therefore there is limited opportunity for 
casual/ ‘one off’ use 

• a large proportion of local residents (48% of 
household survey respondents) do not 
consider there to be enough sports halls 

• FPM runs highlight that:  

− the existing sports halls are currently 
operating at high levels of capacity and with 
the projected increase in population in 
Tamworth and increases in participation, the 
borough sports halls will be ‘overfull’.  There 
is currently unmet demand in Tamworth plus 
a large amount of demand generated within 
the borough is ‘exported’ to facilities in the 
surrounding boroughs. 

 

• improve the quality, increase capacity and 
increase the hours of community access to 
sports halls on school sites (within the BSF 
programme), via: 

− the provision of a multi-purpose 4 court 
sports hall at QEMS  

− the replacement of the existing 4 court 
sports hall at Rawlett with a 6 court sports 
hall  

− retaining and enhancing the existing halls or 
re-providing 4 court sports halls at Torc, 
Belgrave, Wilnecote and Woodhouse 
schools 

− including the provision of either an ancillary 
hall/dance studio or flexible space in 
addition to the multi-purpose sports halls on 
school sites to enable the provision of a 
broader range of activities such as dance, 
yoga, aerobics and martial arts 

− improving the quality of provision on school 
sites to ensure that the sports halls provided 
meet Sport England design guidance  

− ensuring that the ancillary facilities provided 
are suitable for community use as well as 
school use (ie via improved signage to 
facilities, clear vehicular and pedestrian 
access, adequate car parking, a separate 
community entrance and dedicated 
community reception area, new/refurbished 
changing facilities that meets both DDA 
guidelines and Sport England design 

• sports halls should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• DPDs/SPDs should provide the means, 
through site allocations and/or through 
planning obligations for additional sports halls 
in the Borough (both at school sites via the 
BSF process as well as a new facility offering 
day time access). All new provision should 
ensure that adequate community use is 
available 

• where planning obligations are sought these 
can be used to help provide new sports halls, 
to contribute to the enhancement of existing 
facilities and to help provide increased 
community access. The type of contribution 
required would depend upon the location of 
the new development.  It may be that the 
existing SPD on open space and outdoor sport 
and recreation facilities could be extended to 
include indoor sports facilities 

• local standards should be set out within the 
Local Development Framework and used to 
determine the level of contribution required. 
Local standards for sports halls are: 

- 0.33 badminton courts  per 1,000 
population 

- access standard -  10 minute drive time 
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Sports halls 

Summary of key findings Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• attractiveness/quality is also an issue in 
Tamworth - ageing stock plus some school 
facilities not specifically adapted for 
community use (eg QEMS) 

• sub-regional strategy suggests that 34 courts 
will be required in Tamworth by 2021.  Thus 
recommending the development of a new 
community use four court hall in Tamworth 
and also the provision of a network of six and 
eight court halls across the County including 
one in each authority 

• draft strategy for Tamworth recommends 
setting local quantity standards above existing 
levels of provision and improving quality given 
that: 

- there is currently an undersupply of sports 
halls in the borough  

- there are a number of facilities where 
current provision falls below the expected 
quality standards  

- although all residents in the borough can 
currently access a sports hall within a 10 
minute drive time it is important to 
acknowledge the Council’s desire to 
encourage sustainable transport and the 
fact that not all residents want/are able to 
drive to a sports hall 

 

 

 

guidance and adequate storage space 

− increasing the hours of community access to 
sports halls on school sites;  and potentially 
via LEP, discuss opportunities for setting up 
formal Community Use Agreements (CUA) 
and higher level management arrangements 

• the provision of a new community leisure 
centre that includes a 4 court sports hall and 
ancillary hall/studio in the borough ideally 
located in an area which is accessible to 
residents by a choice of means of transport  

• undertake further research to explore the 
potential of increasing the use of community 
centres for physical activities (eg is there 
demand, what activities are required, what 
other activities are provided locally, availability 
of suitable coaches/leaders etc) 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for sports halls and that 
facilities should reflect the quality aspects 
deemed most important by local residents 
– ie affordable charges, a range of 
activities and well maintained facilities. 

 



SECTION 11 – SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council             Page 177 

 

Health and fitness 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• participation in health and fitness training 
continues to be one of the most popular 
activities both locally and nationally 

• uneven distribution of health and fitness 
provision (concentration of facilities within west 
analysis area with limited provision in the north 
and east) 

• levels of health and fitness provision per 1,000 
population in Tamworth is lower than both the 
West Midlands regional and national averages 

• limited opportunities for ‘pay and play’ access 
to health and fitness facilities 

• quality of current provision at existing facilities 
is generally good, with very high standards of 
provision at the SnowDome and Bannatynes 

• taking into consideration population increases, 
the popularity of using a gym as a fitness 
activity and the important role that health and 
fitness facilities can play in increasing 
participation and improving health, the draft 
strategy for Tamworth recommends setting 
local quantity standards above existing levels.  
The suggested standard is set at 5.7 stations 
per 1,000 population, which equates to circa 
70 additional stations 

• application of this quantity standard highlights 
that there is a significant lack of provision in 
the north east and east analysis areas, 
followed by the north and south west areas of 
the borough 

• increase the amount of publicly accessible 
health and fitness provision via: 

− the provision of a new community leisure 
centre that includes a health and fitness 
gym (circa 70 stations) that offers access on 
a ‘pay and play’ basis.  Ideally located in an 
area which is identified as having the 
highest levels of deficiency in health and 
fitness ie the north east, east and north 
areas of the borough – or at a location 
which is accessible to residents from across 
the borough 

• Council to explore opportunities for 
encouraging commercial operators to offer 
‘pay and play’ access to existing health and 
fitness facilities 

• ensure ongoing investment into existing 
facilities to maintain good standards of 
provision 

• explore the potential for one or more health 
and fitness facilities to become IFI accredited 

• consider piloting an outdoor public access 
fitness facility. 

• health and fitness facilities should be included 
within an overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Core Strategy 
(and future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• DPDs/SPDs should support the development 
of a new health and fitness facility in the north 
east, east of north of the borough, (or the town 
centre) through planning obligations / site 
allocations. The location of a new site should 
be influenced by the application of the quantity 
and accessibility standards 

• where planning obligations are sought these 
can be used to help provide new health and 
fitness facilities, to contribute to the 
enhancement of existing facilities and to help 
provide increased community access. It may 
be that the existing SPD on open space and 
outdoor sport and recreation facilities could be 
extended to include indoor sports facilities  

• the type of contribution required would depend 
upon the location of the new development 

• local standards should be set out and used to 
determine the level of contribution required. 
Local standards for health and fitness facilities 
are: 
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Health and fitness 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• application of 10 drive time catchment shows 
that all residents are within this distance 
threshold.   

- quantity standards be set above existing 
levels of provision at 5.7 stations per 
1,000 population 

- access standard to be set at a  10 minute 
drive time 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for health and fitness 
gyms and that facilities should reflect the 
quality aspects deemed most important by 
local residents – ie high standards of 
cleanliness in changing rooms, well 
maintained facilities, a good range of 
activities and affordable charges. 
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Synthetic Turf Pitches 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• there are a range synthetic turf pitches (STPs) 
currently provided within the borough, which 
are able to offer opportunities for both football 
and hockey 

• levels of STP provision per 1,000 population in 
Tamworth is higher than all of its ONS 
neighbours and both the West Midlands 
regional and national averages. However, 
there is demand from local residents for 
additional provision to alleviate high demand 
during peak hours 

• the pitches are geographically well distributed 
across the borough, with all residents within a 
10 minute drive time of an STP 

• although the sub-regional strategy highlighted 
below average levels of STP provision across 
the County, given above average levels of 
provision per 1,000 population within 
Tamworth, no additional provision was 
specifically recommended within the borough 

• existing pitches and ancillary facilities are 
deemed to be in good/adequate condition 

• strategy for Tamworth recommends setting 
local quantity standards at existing levels ie 
0.04 STPs per 1,0000 population 

 

 

 

 

• ensure that all existing STPs on school sites 
are retained/replaced during the BSF process 

• ensure that community access continues to be 
available at the STP facilities on school sites; 
discuss opportunities for setting up formal 
Community Use Agreements (CUA) 

• ensure that there is ongoing investment into 
the existing facilities so that they continue to 
be maintained to a high standard.  This 
requires both a programme of regular 
repairs/maintenance and investment into 
sinking funds to cover the future costs 
associated with replacing STP carpets in the 
long-term 

• encourage providers of STPs to divide pitches 
to accommodate a number of teams at one 
time, therefore increasing availability at peak 
times. 

• include synthetic turf pitches within an overall 
policy relating to sport and recreation facilities 
set out in the Core Strategy (and future 
Development Plan Documents) supporting the 
protection, enhancement and maintenance of 
sport and recreation facilities in the borough 

• where planning obligations are sought these 
should be used to help improve the quality of 
facilities and to help provide increased 
community access 

• local standards should be used to determine 
the contributions required. The existing open 
space SPD, which includes outdoor sports 
facilities, could be updated to reflect these new 
standards. The local demand for synthetic turf 
pitches are: 

- quantity standards be set at existing levels 
of provision at 0.04 STPs per 1,000 
population 

- access standard to be set at a 10 minute 
drive time 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Football Association and Sport 
England Design Guidance Notes for STPs 
and that facilities should reflect the quality 
aspects deemed most important by local 
residents – ie a level surface, provision of 
floodlighting and the provision of changing 
facilities.  
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Synthetic Turf Pitches 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• application of this quantity standard highlights 
that although there are areas (ie the east, 
south west and west) that are below the local 
standard both now and with future population 
projections, the levels of deficiency are not 
large enough to justify the need for an 
additional STP 

• application of 10 minute drive time catchment 
shows that all residents within Tamworth are 
within this distance threshold. 

• in the event of significant population growth or 
changing demand, local quantity standards 
should be used to determine the impact of new 
development and the additional demand 
generated. 

 

 



SECTION 11 – SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council             Page 181 

 

Grass pitches 

Summary of key issues Recommendations (Borough wide) Implications for Planning Policy 

• PPS calculations highlight that there is a large 
oversupply of adult football pitches (9), but a 
significant undersupply of junior pitches (18.5) 

• however, it should be noted that many junior 
football teams currently play on adult pitches. 
When amalgamating the total supply of adult 
and junior pitches (on the peak day for junior 
football) and balancing this against total 
demand there is an oversupply of adult football 
pitches. There is a large undersupply of mini 
football pitches (11) and an overall shortfall of 
pitches in all areas of the borough except the 
South West. The highest pressure on pitches 
is in the North East of Tamworth 

• although 80% of pitches are secured for 
community use, securing additional pitches 
that currently offer informal use would address 
some of the deficiencies in pitch provision 
across the borough 

• while it may appear that there are shortfalls on 
the peak day, as junior teams are playing on a 
different day, in the majority of instances, there 
are sufficient pitches to meet the demands of 
teams overall, although there are pressures. In 
order to meet FA guidelines, juniors should be 
playing on junior pitches 

• despite pressures on existing pitches, the 
quality of pitches is generally average (47% of 
pitches) to good (42% of pitches). This was 
reflected through both site visits and 
consultation. Anker Valley in particular is 
highlighted as a high quality site 

• consider the reallocation of teams to pitches 
which are currently underused, for example 
Belgrave Sports Centre, Deltic Football Pitch, 
Glascote Recreation Ground, Queen Elizabeth 
Merican School, Torc High School 

• in order to accommodate demand from football, 
secure community use at school sites currently 
offering informal use, specifically St Elizabeth RC 
Primary School, Stoneydelph Primary School, 
Two Gates Community Primary School, 
Wilnecote Junior School and Woodlands 
Community Primary School 

• explore the potential to secure community use at 
other schools not currently permitting any use 

• following the above steps (set out in more detail 
in Appendix N), provide new pitches if these are 
required 

• in light of the need to balance curricular 
requirements with community use, assign junior 
and mini teams to school pitches to reduce the 
amount of wear and tear these pitches sustain 

• the quality of pitches impacts not only on the 
quality of play, but also on the potential capacity 
of a pitch and hence numerical surpluses and 
deficiencies. The Council and other providers 
should set out a rolling programme of 
improvement to enhance capacity, drive 
increases in participation, improve access for all 
groups and enable higher participation levels to 
be maintained over a sustained period. Any 
programme of improvements should bear in mind 
the following issues: 

• all pitch sites should specifically be afforded 
protection within the Local Development 
Framework through a policy in the core 
strategy. Protection policies should link with 
policies for other types of open space as 
well as indoor and outdoor sports facilities. 
Like other facility types, this policy should 
support the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sports facilities in the 
Borough. The policy should only permit 
development on playing fields when Sport 
England exception criteria (outlined in A 
Sporting Future for Playing Fields in 
England) can be met 

• new pitches may be required in some areas 
and should be facilitated through planning 
policy 

• where planning obligations are sought these 
should be used to contribute to the 
enhancement of existing facilities and to 
help provide increased community access 
as well as to provide new facilities where 
these are required.The Council should 
update the existing SPD on open space 
contributions to include specific standards 
set as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy. 
Playing Pitch calculations indicate that a 
minimum of 0.75 hectares per 1000 
population should be set aside for 
community use. A quality score of 60% 
(based on the percentage required to 
achieve a rating of good) for each pitch 
should be targeted. 
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Grass pitches 

Summary of key issues Recommendations (Borough wide) Implications for Planning Policy 

• the lack of suitable drainage and poor grass 
coverage are the most fundamental issues 
concerning pitches, however the quality of 
ancillary accommodation (and the lack of 
ancillary accommodation at some sites) is also 
identified as an issue. There is also a lack of 
car parking at some sites 

• several clubs identified issues with access to 
synthetic turf pitches for training. There are 
currently four full sized synthetic turf pitches 
and MUPAs provide an additional opportunities 
for training 

• value for money was identified as a key issue 
to usage for clubs. Nearly three quarters of 
clubs (73%) suggested that they would be 
willing to pay more if the quality of pitches was 
to be improved. 

 

- the standard of play at the site (including 
league requirements) 

- the demand on the site (the number of 
games played per week) 

- the need to facilitate concurrent usage by 
young people, women and other target 
groups through appropriate ancillary facilities 

- facility specifications from National 
Governing Body (NGB) strategies 

• improvements should be particularly targeted at 
drainage, changing accommodation and leveling 
where this is required. All facilities should meet 
with National Governing Body Standards. Sport 
England recommends a playing pitch "hub" 
approach where pitches for an area are 
concentrated on fewer sites with a greater 
number of pitches on each site. This is with a 
view to providing a higher standard of facilities on 
fewer sites. A hub site may be a local authority, 
school or university facility.  

 

• the second tier of the hierarchy comprises of 
smaller satellite sites, located strategically to 
serve communities across the borough. Satellite 
sites add value, as additional, complementary 
opportunities through being associated with the 
hub facilities. A better use of limited resources 
will arise from investment and management in 
more sustainable sites. Anker Valley is the main 
facility in the Borough and therefore sits at the 
top of the hierarchy. Ninefoot Playing Fields also 
contains changing facilities and is therefore an 

.  
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Grass pitches 

Summary of key issues Recommendations (Borough wide) Implications for Planning Policy 
important site in the Borough.  Improvements to 
pitch quality and ancillary provision should be 
made with the principles of the hierarchy in mind. 
In particular, improvements should be targeted in 
areas of deficiency. This is set out in Appendix N. 
The proportion of pitches meeting the desired 
quality standard should be monitored annually 

• implement a programme of rest and recovery to 
ensure that the quality of pitches does not 
deteriorate over the course of a season or from 
season to season 

• review the pricing structure to ensure it is in line 
with other authorities. Continue to implement a 
tiered pricing structure based on the quality of 
pitches and the availability of changing rooms. 
Consider including school sites within the overall 
Council booking system to ensure that a joined 
up approach is provided 

• encourage providers of synthetic turf pitches to 
divide pitches in order to accommodate a 
number of teams at one time therefore increasing 
availability at peak times 

• support Tamworth Rugby Club in its proposals to 
develop it’s current venue including the provision 
of additional pitches, improve changing and 
provide a floodlit training area 

• consider the potential to lease single pitch sites 
to clubs. This should focus on clubs with written 
development plans which run a wide variety of 
teams and have a financial and management 
ability to undertake this responsibility.  
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Multi-use Play Areas 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• currently there are eight multi-use play areas 
(MUPAs) in Tamworth, all of these facilities have 
‘open’ public access. 

• MUPAs are distributed across a range of locations 
with most in close proximity to residential areas.  
At least one MUPA within each of the analysis 
areas, with the exception of the west analysis area 

• the majority of MUPAs were recently installed and 
are in a good condition.  However, some of the 
older sites were perceived to be run down and 
graffiti was identified as an issue 

• a large proportion of local residents (58% of 
household survey respondents) do not consider 
there to be enough MUPA facilities in Tamworth 

• taking into consideration population increases and 
the strong local demand for additional MUPAs the 
draft strategy for Tamworth recommends setting 
local quantity standards above existing levels.  
The suggested standard is set at 0.132 MUPAs 
per 1,000 population (equivalent to two additional 
MUPAs)   

• application of the quantity standard highlights that 
MUPA provision is currently above the local 
standard in the east and south west analysis 
areas, whilst all other areas have levels of 
provision below the local standard 

• the highest levels of deficiency (current and future) 
are within the west, north and south east analysis 
areas 

• application of 15 minute walk time catchment 

• to help alleviate both the quantitative and access 
deficiencies the Council should explore 
opportunities for providing circa 2 additional 
MUPAs in the areas of highest deficiency – ie 
west analysis area.  This may be achieved via 
improved access to MUPAs on school sites to 
provide informal facilities for young people in 
local communities 

• consider the provision of improved signage and 
promotion of MUPA facilities (and sports 
development activities that take place on 
MUPAs) across the borough 

• consider opportunities for installing floodlighting 
at MUPAs to extend potential hours of use 

• ensure that there is ongoing investment at the 
existing facilities so that they continue to be 
maintained to a high standard through a 
programme of regular repairs and maintenance 

• ensure that sites are clean and free from 
litter/dog fouling and that equipment is 
maintained in good condition. 

 

• MUPAs should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Core 
Strategy (and future Development Plan 
Documents) supporting the protection, 
enhancement and maintenance of sport 
and recreation facilities in the borough. 

• the existing open space SPD includes 
the provision of facilities for young 
people and outdoor sports facilities. This 
should be updated to reflect the new 
standards 

• where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help contribute to 
the enhancement of existing MUPAs 
and to help provide increased 
community access as well as new 
facilities. Policy should also facilitate the 
development of new MUPAs in areas of 
deficiency 

• the local standards that should be 
incorporated into the LDF are: 

- quantity standards be set above 
existing levels of provision at 0.132 
MUPAs per 1,000 population 

- access standard to be set at a 15 
minute walk time 

 

 

 



SECTION 11 – SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council             Page 185 

Multi-use Play Areas 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 
shows that there are areas across the borough 
where residents are outside this distance 
threshold.  However, applying the 15 minute walk 
time standard for MUPAs together with  grassed 
areas that have goal posts in the borough (which 
also provide for informal play and ‘kick-about’ 
sessions) highlights that: 

- there are a number of overlapping catchments 

- residents within the north east, east, south 
east, south west and western parts of the 
north analysis areas have good access to 
MUPAs and grassed areas with goal posts 

• there are just small areas of the borough, mainly 
on the borough boundary where some residents 
are outside the distance threshold. 

- quality standards recommend that 
new or refurbished facilities should 
be developed in line with Sport 
England Design Guidance Notes for 
MUGAs and that facilities should 
reflect the quality aspects deemed 
most important by local residents – 
ie clean and litter free, good quality 
equipment and a level surface. 
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Skate parks 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• there is currently one skate park facility in 
Tamworth 

• the existing skate park is ‘run down’ and in a 
poor condition.  However, it is acknowledged 
that a new/refurbished facility will be provided 
in the near future at Castle Grounds, which will 
provide a much enhanced facility and ensure 
that the skate park does not get flooded during 
poor weather 

• a large proportion of local residents (48% of 
household survey respondents) do not 
consider there to be enough skate park 
facilities in Tamworth 

• taking into consideration population increases 
and the strong local demand for additional 
skate park facilities, the draft strategy for 
Tamworth recommends setting local quantity 
standards above existing levels.  The 
suggested standard is set at 0.03 skate park 
facilities per 1,000 population 

• with only one skate park currently within the 
borough, applying the quantity standard to the 
six analysis areas highlights that there are 
deficiencies within all analysis areas with the 
exception of the west analysis area 

• although provision in five of the analysis areas 
is below the local standard both now and with 
future population projections, the levels of 
deficiency are not large enough within any one 
specific area to justify the need for an 
additional specialist skate park provision 

• to help alleviate both the quantitative and 
access deficiencies it is recommended that the 
Council give consideration to providing:  

- smaller skateboarding facilities within 
existing, appropriate, open space areas, 
with additional provision prioritised 
towards the north east, east or north 
analysis areas, where levels of deficiency 
are highest 

- a mobile skate park, which could be 
transported to different locations around 
the borough. 

 

• skateparks should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• the existing open space SPD includes the 
provision of facilities for young people and 
outdoor sports facilities. This should be 
updated to reflect the new standards 

• where planning obligations are sought these 
can be used to help contribute to the 
enhancement of existing skateparks as well as 
new facilities. Policy should also facilitate the 
development of new skateparks in strategic 
locations 

• the suggested local standards for inclusion in 
the SPD are: 

- quantity standards be set above existing 
levels of provision at 0.03 skate parks per 
1,000 population 

- access standard to be set at a  15 minute 
walk time 

 

 

 

 

 



SECTION 11 – SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council             Page 187 

Skate parks 

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• application of the standard at borough-wide 
level identifies an under supply equivalent to 
1.27 skate parks currently and 1.46 skate 
parks by 2026 

• application of the 15 minute walk time 
catchment, shows that only some residents 
living within the west and north analysis areas 
are currently within this distance threshold. 
Therefore, any new skateboarding provision 
should be prioritised within the north east, 
east, south east or south west analysis areas 
initially. 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Design Guidance Notes for 
skate parks and that facilities should 
reflect the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie good 
quality equipment, clean/litter free and the 
provision of floodlighting.  

 



SECTION 11 – SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Joint Indoor & Outdoor Sports Strategy for Tamworth Borough Council             Page 188 

 

Sports specific indoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

Indoor bowls facilities 

• there is currently one indoor bowling club in 
Tamworth (6 rinks) 

• the existing indoor bowling club in Tamworth is 
considered to be in good condition; with 
opening hours and pricing policy set at levels 
that enable access by local residents 

• current provision is significantly above both 
national and regional averages 

• APP suggests a large theoretical over-supply 
of indoor bowls facilities in Tamworth 

• most household survey respondents consider 
provision to be adequate, also no identified 
demand from bowls clubs for additional indoor 
provision 

• the Sub-regional strategy does not make any 
recommends specific to Tamworth in relation 
to indoor bowls facilities 

• the draft strategy for Tamworth recommends 
setting local quantity standards at existing 
levels of provision at 0.08 bowling rinks per 
1,000 population 

• application of the 10 minute drive time 
accessibility catchment to indoor bowls 
facilities shows that the majority of residents in 
Tamworth are within this distance threshold 

 

 

Indoor bowls facilities 

• short mat and long mat bowls activities could 
be encouraged within the programming of 
sports halls or community hall facilities, where 
there is evidence of demand to meet the small 
areas of deficiency identified (highest levels 
are within the east, north east and south east 
analysis areas) 

• emphasis should be placed on maintaining the 
quality of the existing facility 

• work with the bowls club to help ensure that 
local residents are aware of the indoor bowls 
facility and programme of activities and that 
the facilities provided are accessible and 
affordable. 

 

Indoor bowls facilities 

• indoor bowls facilities should be included 
within an overall policy relating to sport and 
recreation facilities set out in the Core Strategy 
(and future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• new provision is not required and therefore 
policy should facilitate the collection of 
developer contributions towards the 
enhancement of existing facilities  

• suggested local standards: 

- quantity standards be set at existing levels 
of provision at 0.08 rinks per 1,000 
population 

- access standard to be set at a  10 minute 
drive time 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for indoor bowls facilities 
and that facilities should reflect the quality 
aspects deemed most important by local 
residents – ie affordable charges, 
welcoming staff and a well maintained 
facility.   
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Sports specific indoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• there are some parts of the borough, 
predominantly in the south west, west and 
north analysis areas where residents lie 
outside this catchment area.  However, given 
the specialist nature of this facility and the fact 
that the English Indoor Bowling Association 
recommends that residents be within a 20 
minute drive time of an indoor bowls facility, 
additional provision is not deemed necessary 

• application of the quantity standard indicates 
that the levels of deficiency are not large 
enough within any one specific area to justify 
the need for an additional specialist indoor 
bowling centre.   

Indoor tennis facilities 

• there are no indoor tennis facilities within 
Tamworth Borough 

• there are a number of indoor tennis facilities 
within the surrounding areas – with the closest 
facilities being provided at Sutton Coldfield 
Tennis Club (2 courts) and David Lloyd Club in 
Birmingham (7 courts) 

• given that there are currently no indoor tennis 
courts in Tamworth, it is not surprising that a 
large proportion of respondents (46% of 
household survey respondents) consider that 
there is ‘not enough’ provision 

• the Sub-regional strategy does not include any 
Tamworth specific recommendations for indoor 
tennis 

 

Indoor tennis facilities 

• work with tennis providers to help promote and 
raise awareness of the indoor tennis facilities 
provided within the surrounding areas via 
promotion in schools, local community facilities 
and other public buildings 

• exploring opportunities for increased access to 
indoor tennis facilities for Tamworth residents. 

 

Indoor tennis facilities 

• policies relating to the transport network set 
out in the Local Development Framework 
should facilitate transport links for residents of 
Tamworth to specialist sports facilities (such as 
indoor tennis) outside of the borough boundary 

• no local standards to be set for indoor tennis 
facilities. 
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Sports specific indoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

• LTA guidelines indicate that indoor tennis 
facilities usually generate a drivetime 
catchment of circa 30 minutes – all residents in 
Tamworth are within a 30 minute drive time 
catchment of an indoor tennis centre and it is 
therefore considered that there is not a need 
for any dedicated indoor tennis facilities within 
the borough 

• it is not considered appropriate to set local 
standards for indoor tennis courts within the 
draft strategy for Tamworth. 

Ice skating facilities 

• there is an ice skating track and small rink at 
the SnowDome in Tamworth with opportunities 
for recreational skating available 

• the quality of facilities provided at the 
SnowDome are very good 

• household survey results indicate that most 
residents consider there to be adequate ice 
skating facilities locally.  However, the cost of 
activities can be a barrier for some residents 

• the Sub-regional strategy does not include ice 
skating facilities 

• there are no requirements for additional ice 
skating facilities in the borough 

• it is not considered appropriate to set local 
standards for ice skating facilities within the 
draft strategy for Tamworth. 

 

Ice skating facilities 

• work with SnowDome to encourage regular 
maintenance of the facilities to ensure that the 
quality of the existing facilities is maintained 

• explore opportunities with the management 
team at the SnowDome for offering discounted 
sessions for key target groups, to increase 
accessibility to this facility 

• consider options for improved access to this 
site via a range of means (to include walking, 
cycling and public transport). 

 

 

 

 

 

Ice skating facilities 

• ice skating rinks should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• no local standards to be set for ice skating  
facilities. 
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Sports specific indoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

Indoor skiing facilities 

• indoor ski facilities are provided at the 
SnowDome in Tamworth with opportunities for 
lessons, coaching and recreational skiing 
sessions available 

• the quality of facilities provided at the 
SnowDome are very good 

• household survey results indicate that most 
residents consider there to be adequate indoor 
ski facilities locally.  However, the cost of 
activities can be a barrier for some residents 

• the Sub-regional strategy does not include any 
specific recommendations for Tamworth in 
relation to skiing 

• there are no requirements for additional skiing 
facilities in the borough 

• it is not considered appropriate to set local 
standards for indoor skiing facilities within the 
draft strategy for Tamworth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indoor skiing facilities 

• work with SnowDome to encourage regular 
maintenance of the facilities to ensure that the 
quality of the existing facilities is maintained 

• explore opportunities with the management 
team at the SnowDome for offering discounted 
sessions for key target groups, to increase 
accessibility to this facility 

• consider options for improved access to this 
site via a range of means (to include walking, 
cycling and public transport). 

 

Indoor skiing facilities 

• indoor skiing should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• no local standards to be set for indoor skiing 
facilities. 
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Sports specific indoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

Boxing facilities 

• boxing facilities are provided at Tamworth 
Boxing Club 

• the Club is open four evenings per week 
providing a range of coached sessions at both 
junior and adult level 

• the SnowDome has also recently added a new 
fitness area (Fitbox) which has a boxing 
orientated theme 

• household survey results indicate that around 
one-quarter of respondents consider there to 
be not enough boxing provision locally 

• The Sub-regional strategy acknowledges the 
provision of Tamworth ABC as a major 
club/facility in the County and highlighted that 
NGB plans are likely to include the 
development of a regional boxing club network 

• The Sub-regional strategy did not recommend 
the need for any ‘hub level’ boxing facilities.  
However, it did suggest that ‘opportunities for 
providing facilities in a small specialist area on 
school sites be explored, in order to meet the 
needs of the extended skills acquisition 
agenda’. 

Boxing facilities 

• work with the boxing club to encourage regular 
repairs and maintenance to ensure that the 
quality of the existing facilities is maintained 

• liaise wit the boxing club to explore 
opportunities for providing satellite facilities 
elsewhere in the borough – ideally linked to 
school sites 

• support the development of Tamworth Boxing 
Club and work with them to increase 
participation in the borough. 

Boxing facilities 

• indoor boxing should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough. Planning policy should facilitate 
the development of satellite indoor boxing 
facilities where these are required and 
applications resulting in this outcome should 
be supported 

• no local standards to be set for boxing 
facilities. 
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Sports specific outdoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

Athletics 

• current provision is significantly above both national 
and regional averages 

• the quality of provision at the existing athletics track 
is considered to be generally good 

• no public access to athletics track 

• there are currently no plans for additional athletics 
track provision in Tamworth, however the Sub-
regional strategy recommends Tamworth as a 
potential location for a small scale indoor athletics 
facility 

• the strategy for Tamworth recommends setting local 
quantity standards at existing levels of provision at 
0.11 lanes per 1,000 population 

• application of the quantity standard highlights a 
small deficiency overall, equivalent to 1 lane by 
2026, given population projections and therefore, is 
insufficient to warrant new provision 

• application of the access standard indicates that all 
residents are within the 15 minute drive time 
threshold of an athletics track. 

 

 

 

 

Athletics 

• work with the Athletics Club to encourage 
regular repairs and maintenance to 
maintain and enhance the quality of 
existing provision 

• liaise with the Athletics Club to discuss 
opportunities for increasing public access 
to existing provision 

• consider viability of providing a small 
scale indoor athletics training facility in 
Tamworth. 

 

Athletics  

• athletics tracks should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• applications resulting in improved community 
access to existing provision and the 
development of an indoor athletics training 
facility should be supported 

• suggested local standards: 

- quantity standards be set at existing levels 
of provision at 0.11 lanes per 1,000 
population 

- access standard to be set at a 15 minute 
drive time 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for athletics facilities and 
that facilities should reflect the quality 
aspects deemed most important by local 
residents – ie a level surface, provision of 
floodlighting, changing facilities and social 
facilities.    
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Sports specific outdoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

Bowling greens 

• there are currently four bowling greens in Tamworth 

• geographically, there is an uneven distribution of 
bowling greens, with no facilities in the south east, 
south west or east analysis areas 

• only one of the four bowling greens in the borough 
offers public access 

• the quality of bowling greens in Tamworth is 
generally good 

• the draft strategy for Tamworth recommends setting 
local quantity standards at existing levels of 
provision at 0.05 bowling greens per 1,000 
population 

• application of the access standard (15 minute walk 
time) shows that there are large areas of deficiency, 
particularly in the south of the borough 

• application of this quantity standard highlights that 
although there are areas (ie the east and south 
east) that are below the local standard both now 
and with future population projections, there are 
only small quantitative deficiencies. 

Bowling greens 

• explore opportunities for providing new 
bowling green provision within areas of 
highest deficiency (ie within the south of 
the borough) 

• focus on enhancing the quality of existing 
provision. 

 

Bowling greens   

• bowling greens should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• the existing open space SPD should be 
updated to reflect the new standards for 
bowling greens, specifically: 

- quantity standards be set at existing levels 
of provision at 0.05 greens per 1,000 
population 

- access standard to be set at a 15 minute 
walk time 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for bowling green 
facilities and that facilities should reflect 
the quality aspects deemed most 
important by local residents – ie the 
provision of parking facilities, clean/litter 
free, good playing surface and social 
facilities 

- where planning obligations are sought 
these can be used to help contribute to 
the enhancement of existing bowling 
greens as well as new facilities. Policy 
should also facilitate the development of 
new bowling greens in areas of deficiency.   
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Sports specific outdoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 

Tennis courts 

• there are only two sites with tennis court provision 
in the borough 

• 17 additional tennis courts are located at high 
school sites (including Rawlett Community Sports 
College).  However, these have been excluded 
from calculations as the tennis courts on school 
sites are not currently accessible to the public 

• only three of the six tennis courts in the borough 
offer public access 

• there is general dissatisfaction with the current 
provision of tennis courts (33% of household survey 
respondents consider that there are not enough 
tennis courts) 

• the quality of existing tennis courts is excellent 

• the draft strategy for Tamworth recommends setting 
local quantity standards above existing levels of 
provision at 0.2 tennis courts per 1,000 population 

• application of the access standard (15 minute walk 
time) shows that even with the inclusion of the 
tennis courts on school sites, many residents  lie 
outside the catchment of a 15 minute walk time for 
tennis courts, with particular deficiencies for 
residents living within the north east, south east and 
south west analysis areas. 

• application of this quantity standard highlights that 
there is a large shortfall of tennis courts in 
Tamworth – equal to 9.1 courts currently and this 
shortfall is expected to increase to 10.4 courts by 
2026.  Only within the north and the west analysis 
areas is the provision of tennis courts sufficient to 

Tennis courts 

• explore opportunities to increase tennis 
court provision, particularly in the south of 
the borough 

• the 17 tennis courts located at high 
school sites (that are not publicly 
accessible) could alleviate existing 
deficiencies in provision; explore 
opportunities for formal community use of 
tennis courts at all high schools in 
Tamworth 

• Rawlett Community Sports College’s 
tennis courts are the only courts which 
are currently floodlit on school sites – 
explore opportunities for floodlighting of 
other tennis courts to increase availability 
and potential hours of use 

• ensure that there is ongoing investment 
at the existing facilities so that they 
continue to be maintained to a high 
standard through a programme of regular 
repairs and maintenance  

• promote school club links to raise the 
profile of the tennis club in the community 
and provide an exit route for young 
people 

• ensure residents are made aware of 
existing tennis facilities via promotion in 
schools, local community facilities and 
other public buildings. 

 

Tennis courts    

• tennis courts should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• the existing open space SPD should be 
updated to reflect the new standards for tennis 
courts, specifically: 

- quantity standards be set above existing 
levels of provision at 0.2 courts per 1,000 
population 

- access standard to be set at a 15 minute 
walk time 

- quality standards recommend that new or 
refurbished facilities should be developed 
in line with LTA and Sport England Design 
Guidance Notes for tennis courts 

• where planning obligations are sought these 
can be used to help contribute to the 
enhancement of existing tennis courts and to 
help provide increased community access as 
well as new facilities.  
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Sports specific outdoor provision  

Summary of key issues Recommendations Implications for Planning Policy 
meet demand.  The greatest shortfalls are evident 
in the north east. 

 

Golf courses 

• Tamworth Golf Club is the only golf course located 
within Tamworth. This facility is an 18 hole golf 
course that allows access for registered club 
members 

• there is a good distribution of additional golf 
courses located just outside the borough boundary 

• there is general satisfaction with the current 
provision of golf courses 

• it is not considered appropriate to set local 
standards for golf courses within the draft strategy 
for Tamworth. 

Golf courses 

• protect existing provision from 
development and work with providers to 
facilitate access to existing provision in 
the area 

• support the development of Tamworth 
Golf Club and work with providers to 
increase participation in the borough. 

 

Golf courses  

• golf courses should be included within an 
overall policy relating to sport and recreation 
facilities set out in the Core Strategy (and 
future Development Plan Documents) 
supporting the protection, enhancement and 
maintenance of sport and recreation facilities 
in the borough 

• no local standards to be set for golf facilities. 
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Next steps 

11.6 The next steps for this strategy should involve: 

• the development of an action plan together with the client steering group to 
set out specific actions, responsibilities, timescales and measures for success 

• exploring the opportunities for joint provision with key partners such as HE/FE 
sector, health, the voluntary sector and schools (particularly via BSF) 

• exploring the opportunities for securing external funding for new provision, eg 
via S106, Lottery funding, commercial partners etc. 

• undertaking detailed feasibility studies where appropriate 

• reviewing current repairs, maintenance and refurbishment programmes. 

11.7 Further information relating to this project can be obtained from Ceris Anderson at 
PMP (0161 660 4618). 

 

 




