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CEMETERY GUIDELINES

Tamworth Borough Council permits families to choose whether they have their graves grassed or, if they wish they may plant out their grave spaces. Apart from the standard type of headstone or vase the Council also permits kerbsets.  All memorials must be approved by the council and be supplied and fitted by a qualified stonemason. 

In order to keep the cemeteries safe and provide a pleasant environment for all visitors certain guidelines must be followed. If you have any questions with regards to what is allowed please consult the list below.  If your query is not answered please contact the cemetery office on 01827 7097343.
********************************************************

CONIFERS

Please do not plant conifers in the grave space or anywhere in the cemetery as they grow very quickly and can cause damage to neighbouring memorials and graves. 

GLASS

Glass is extremely hazardous and will be removed immediately.  Vases will be placed in the shed for collection when the cemetery team are on site.  Jam jars and bottles will automatically be thrown away.

GRASSED AREAS

If your grave is grassed whether partially or full please do not place any items on the grassed area as this makes it very difficult to maintain. If you wish to plant flowers or place flower containers in your grave area please contact the council and we will arrange for the grass to be removed free of charge.
MEMORIALS

If you wish to place a memorial please contact a stonemason (please refer to our list of Registered Stonemasons) who will be happy to supply you with brochures of the different types of memorial permitted in cemeteries.  All requests for memorials must be submitted to the Council for approval together with the payment of the relevant cemetery fee.  The stonemason will advise you in more detail.
CEMETERY GUIDELINES (cont’d)

KERBS & EDGINGS

Only kerbs supplied by qualified stonemasons and fitted to the current National Standard are permitted in the cemetery.  Any other types of kerbs are unauthorised and must not be placed on graves.

In the event that unauthorised kerbs are placed on a grave a discreet notice will be placed on the grave requesting its removal.  

PLANTING OUT OF GRAVE AREAS

If you have chosen to plant out your grave area please keep the planted area to just inside the width of the slab 3’0” (914mm) wide and maximum of 5’0 (1524mm) length for full sized graves or 2’6 (762mm) for half sized graves. 

Please do not exceed these measurements as this would be outside the boundaries of your grave space and would encroach on walkways and adjacent graves.  Any items that are found outside these measurements will be placed back inside your grave space or removed from the cemetery.

Please do not allow any plants or bushes to exceed 12” (305mm) in height or grow outside the width of your grave. 

It is the responsibility of the grave owner to maintain the grass edges as well as the planted area itself. Should the grave cease to be properly maintained the council reserves the right to turf/seed the grave and charge the full cost to the grave owner. 

MOWING RESTRICTIONS

Please note we do not allow our staff to mow, strim or weedkill around any grave where unauthorised kerbs are placed or if pebbles/stones are placed in the grave area. This is due to Health & Safety and maintenance reasons. 

STONES/PEBBLES

Stones and pebbles should never be placed on graves, as these are extremely hazardous.  Chippings may only be placed in an approved kerbset as supplied and fitted by a qualified stonemason.

WOODEN CROSSES

It is council policy not to allow wooden crosses in the cemeteries at any time as they have been subjected to vandalism in the past. They also rot and splinter which is dangerous for visitors to the cemetery and council employees.  

· Please note that any wooden crosses found in the cemetery will be removed from the grave and placed in the cemetery shed for collection. 
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