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INTERIM PLANNING GUIDANCE

As part of the Local Plan process, supplementary planning guidance was prepared to supplement policies and proposals in the Local Plan.  The Borough Council consulted the public on the guidance at the draft deposit and revised draft deposit stages of the Local Plan preparation process.  Some of the comments on the Draft Deposit Guidance were taken into account in formulating the Revised Draft Guidance.

It was not appropriate for the Borough Council to adopt the guidance as supplementary planning guidance because this can only supplement an adopted local plan and the Tamworth Local Plan 2001-2011 will not be adopted until 2006.   Furthermore, under the new development plan system, supplementary planning guidance has been replaced with supplementary planning documents.

This guidance was approved as interim planning guidance by the Borough Council’s Cabinet on 15th August 2005.  Appropriate guidance will be replaced with supplementary planning documents in due course.  This is in accordance with the Council’s Local Development Scheme that came into effect in March 2005.

August 2005

INTRODUCTION

When a planning application is submitted to the Borough Council, it will be assigned to a planning officer to deal with it.  One of the assessments made on your application will concern any possible effects your proposal might have upon the level of daylight and sunlight entering the habitable rooms of a neighbouring property (e.g. lounge, bedroom, dining room, study and kitchen).  To help the officer make this assessment we use the ‘45 Degree Guide’.  This is not inflexible – the officer will judge each proposal on its own merits.

WHAT IS THE 45 DEGREE GUIDE?

An imaginary line is drawn at an angle of 45 degrees from either a mid or quarter point from any of your neighbour’s windows which might be affected by your proposed extension.  The line is drawn out towards your proposal – if your extension does not cross over this line, your extension will comply with the Council’s daylight and sunlight standard.
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Diagram 1

The general principle is outlined in diagram 1, which shows two semi-detached properties in plan view.  The occupants of No 1 propose to build a single storey extension.  Using the 45 degree guide it can be seen that in this case the extension will not be judged as blocking the light from the lounge window of No 2.

As can be seen from diagram 1, when an application for a single storey extension is being assessed, the imaginary line at 45 degrees is taken from the mid-point of your neighbour’s window.

Where a first floor extension is involved, the quarter point will be taken from the neighbour’s window – see diagram 2.
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Diagram 2

These examples represent the more common situations that occur.  Sometimes the relationship between two properties is more complex.  If you are unsure whether your extension will affect your neighbour and you would like some advice, please contact a planning officer in Development Control at the Borough Council. 
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